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There are other witnesses who claim they not only saw two 

men, either in the Depository or in Dealey Plaza, but that the 

men also had a rifle. Julia Ann Mercer said she was caught in a 

traffic jam at Dealey on the morning of the motorcade and noticed 

two men in a green Ford pickup. One took a gun case from the 

rear of the truck anci then disappeared into the grassy kno11.32  

She later identified the truck's driver as Jack Ruby, and said Os-

wald was the man with the rifle.33  However, subsequent investi-

gation revealed that the truck, which had stalled, belonged to a 

local construction company; it had three men inside, and they did 

take tools from the rear of the truck to fix it.34  They were under 

constant surveillance by three Dallas policemen, and all of them 

left when another truck arrived to push the stalled vehicle away.' 

In 1978, a Dallas newspaperman encountered the second wit-

ness to claim there were two men connected to a rifle in Dealey 

Plaza. John Powell said he was a prisoner on the sixth floor of the 

Dallas County Jail, one of the buildings on Houston Street south-

east of the Depository, on November 22, 1963. According to 

Summers, the cell provided "an ideal vantage point for observa-

tions of the famous Depository window."36  Powell insisted that 

"quite a few" prisoners watched two men in the sniper's-nest win-

dow "fooling with the scope" on a high-powered rifle. Summers 

charged that "during the Warren inquiry, an official failed to re-

spond to a specific reminder that observers in the County Jail had 

had a perfect view and should be questioned."37  

But a December 15, 1964, FBI memo reported the results of 

just such an inquiry. There had been accusations that "seventeen 

witnesses to the assassination in [the] hospital ward of Dallas 

County Jail [were] never interviewed."38  There were several large 

cells that overlooked Dealey Plaza. One was the jail's mental 

ward. While it provided a view of the motorcade, the FBI's inves-

tigation showed the Book Depository "was not visible from this 

'The Mercer story was fully discredited by December 9, 1963, just over 

two weeks after the assassination. However, that did not stop Mark Lane 

from beginning his book Rush to Judgment with an excerpt from Mercer's 

statement. Recent authors who have also cited the Mercer story, unchal-

lenged, include Garrison (1988), Marrs (1989), and Dr. Charles Crenshaw 

(1992). 
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