
h
e p

ro
tested

 th
at h

is h
an

d
w

ritin
g

 co
u

ld
 b

e ch
eck

ecL
 I 

su
g
g
ested

 h
e ty

p
e it T

y
p
ew

riters, to
o
, co

u
ld

 b
e traced

, 
h

e d
em

u
rred

. F
in

ally
, h

e said
 h

e m
ig

h
t w

rite it all 
dow

n and then get som
eone be could, trust to transcribe 

it in
 a h

an
d

 th
at co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e traced

 to
 h

im
. H

e w
o

u
ld

 
th

in
k

 it o
v

er. 
T

hat w
as eighteen w

eeks before this w
riting, although 

it seem
s m

uch longer. H
e has been silent. 

O
f the things he m

entioned, "C
rypto" security clear-

' ance bothered m
e; I h

ad
 n

ev
er h

eard
 o

f it. F
ro

m
 tim

e 
to

 tim
e I ask

ed
 rep

o
rters ab

o
u
t it. In

 F
eb

ru
ary

 1
9
6
7
, 

w
h
en

 I w
as in

 B
o
sto

n
, I m

en
tio

n
ed

 th
is stran

g
e p

o
st-

m
id

n
ig

h
t telep

h
o
n
e call to

 B
o
b
 S

co
tt, n

ew
sm

an
 at 

W
N

A
C

, w
h
o
 h

as co
n
n
ectio

n
s w

ith
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 h

ad
 

been in m
ilitary intelligence. H

e soon phoned to report 
that there bad been such a security designation. 

B
u

t certain
 p

arts o
f h

is sto
ry

 so
u

n
d

ed
 p

ro
v

o
k

in
g

ly
 

fam
iliar, so

 as so
o

n
 as I g

o
t h

o
m

e I started
 ch

eck
in

g
 

against the C
om

m
ission evidence. O

ne thing I recalled 
closely coincided w

ith parts of this inform
ation. 

A
t th

e first o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 I reread

 th
e M

ay
 1

8
, 1

9
6

4
, 

testim
o
n
y
 o

f K
erry

 W
en

d
ell T

h
o
rn

ley
, a fo

rm
er M

a-
rine C

orps buddy of O
sw

ald (11H
82ff). T

hornley w
as 

questioned by A
ssistant C

ounsel A
lbert E

. Jerm
er, Jr., 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 p

lay
ed

 th
e m

in
o

r p
art in

 th
e N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

in
terro

g
atio

n
s, m

o
st o

f w
h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 co
n
d
u
cted

 b
y
 

L
ieb

eler. O
n
e th

in
g
 w

as im
m

ed
iately

 o
b
v
io

u
s: T

h
o
rn

-
ley

's testim
o

n
y

 w
as p

h
y

sically
 sep

arated
 fro

m
 1

0
0

 
p

ercen
t o

f th
e o

th
er testim

o
n

y
 ab

o
u

t O
sw

ald
's M

arin
e 

C
o
rp

s career. It is all alo
n
e o

n
 th

is su
b
ject in

 V
o
lu

m
e 

11, w
hich the preface also nfakes clear. T

his confirm
ed 

m
y
 h

u
n
ch

 th
at I h

ad
 to

 reread
 th

is testim
o
n
y
 th

at I 
h

ad
 n

o
t stu

d
ied

 fo
r tw

o
 y

ears. 
S

ure errugh, w
hat I seem

ed to recall is there. 
T

h
o
rn

ley
 h

ad
 an

 ap
p
aren

tly
 in

co
rrect reco

llectio
n
 

that, because of his court m
artial for the enlisted m

an's 
d

ream
 o

ffen
se, p

o
u

rin
g

 a d
rin

k
 o

n
 h

is serg
ean

t's b
ead

, 
O

sw
ald had tem

porarily lost his security clearance and 

e.  

M
r. Jen

n
er: r w

as goin
g to ask

 you
 w

h
at losin

g clearan
ce m

ean
t. Y

ou
 

bare indicated that—
or w

ould you state It m
ore specifically. 

M
r. T

h
om

ley: W
ell, th

at m
ean

t in
 a p

ractical sen
se, th

at m
ean

t th
at 

siti, be w
as not perm

itted to enter certain areas w
herein the equipm

ent, in this 
case equipm

ent, w
as kept: that w

e w
ould not w

ant other unauthorized per-
son

s to h
ave k

n
ow

led
ge of. A

n
d

 on
 occasion

 in
form

ation
, I Im

agine, w
ould 

also com
e to th

e m
an

 w
h

o w
as cleared

, In
 th

e p
rocess of h

is w
ork

, th
at 

be w
ould be expected to keep to him

self. 
`r-  M

r. J
en

n
er: I assum

e you had clearance? 
M

r. T
h

orn
ley: Y

es, sir; 
I 

w
as, I 

th
in

k
, cleared

 for con
fid

en
tial at 

th
e tim

e. 
4•• M

r. Jen
n

er: C
leared

 for con
fid

en
tial. I 

w
as ab

ou
t to ask

 you
 w

h
at 

1
•1•I't level of clearan

ce w
as in

volved
. 

„I M
r. T

h
orn

ley: I b
elieve It w

as ju
st con

fid
en

tial to w
ork

 there at E
t 

-A
are on

 th
at p

articu
lar eq

u
ip

m
en

t. 
.1. M

r. iron
er: T

h
at is th

e clearan
ce ab

ou
t w

h
ich

 you
 speak w

hen you 
talk about O

sw
ald having lost it? 

M
t. T

h
orn

ley: O
sw

ald
, I b

elieve, h
ad

 a h
igh

er clearan
ce. T

h
is is f1150 

Ju
st b

ased
 u

p
on

 ru
m

or. I b
elieve h

e at on
e tim

e w
orked in the security 

files, it is the S&
C

 files, som
ew

bere at L
T

A
 or at E

l T
oro. 

• 
M

r. Jen
n

er: D
id

 you
 ever w

ork
 in

 th
e secu

rity files? 
M

r. T
h

orn
ley: N

o, sir. 
"P

; 
M

r. iron
er: A

n
d

 th
at w

as a level of clearan
ce.—

 
;I,' 

M
r. T

h
orn

ier. P
rob

ab
ly a secret clearan

ce w
ou

ld
 h

e req
u

ired
. 

M
r. Jen

n
er: It w

as at least h
igh

er th
an

 th
e clearan

ce ab
ou

t w
h

ich
 you

 
first spoke? 	

• 
M

r. T
h

orn
ley: Y

es, sir. 

71"  
-  T

his story of O
sw

ald's having a high security clear- 
an

ce is n
o

t co
n

sicten
t w

ith
 m

od
 m

aterial in
 oth

er 
34

  ''volu
m

es or w
ith

 
the 

R
eport. 

N
o
te also

 T
h
o
n
aley

's 
unprodded recollection of O

sw
ald's "having w

orked in 
the security files; it is the S &

 C
 files." T

his is hardly a 
norm

al assignm
ent for enlisted m

en w
ho learn to speak 

R
ussian, ostensibly for them

selves, openly subscribe to 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ist p

u
b
licatio

n
s an

d
 are o

sten
tatio

u
sly

 p
ro

-
"M

ancist." 
T

he T
hornley testim

ony is not inconsistent w
ith the 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

at d
estro

y
ed

 th
e p

eace o
f m

in
d
 o

f m
y
 

w
orried C

alifornia inform
ant. It is testim

ony that Jen-
ner, w

ho in late 1966 and 1967 w
as one of the m

em
bers 

of the staff of the form
er C

om
m

ission m
ost vocal in its 

iw 

90 



.14 

d
efen

se an
d
 h

is o
w

n
 (th

o
u
g
h
 h

e alW
ay

s m
an

ag
ed

 n
o
t 

to show
 up for those electronic confrontations w

ith m
e 

th
at h

e h
ad

 earlier accep
ted

), as a co
m

p
eten

t an
d
 

ex
p
erien

ced
 law

y
er, sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e latch
ed

 o
n
to

 an
d
 

probed and prodded until he had obtained from
 T

horn-

ley all the w
itness knew

. It is not at all out of step w
ith 

h
is o

w
n
 an

d
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
's reco

rd
 th

at Jen
n
er d

id
 

not. N
eed w

e w
onder longer w

hy this testim
ony alone 

w
as sep

arated
 fro

m
 th

e o
th

er ev
id

en
ce o

n
 O

sw
ald

's 

M
arine C

orps career? 

T
h
u
s, w

h
at m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 a m

ajo
r rev

elatio
n
 

rem
ain

s in
stead

 o
n
e o

f th
e m

ajo
r m

y
steries, o

fficially
 

h
id

d
en

 b
y
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 b

u
t n

o
w

, I th
in

k
, sm

o
k
ed

 

o
u
t. It is p

articu
larly

 p
ertin

en
t in

 th
e d

ev
elo

p
in

g
 N

ew
 

O
rleans story. 

T
h
ere are m

an
y
 o

th
er th

in
g
s in

 th
e reco

rd
 th

at b
ear 

o
n
 th

is, so
m

e n
eg

ativ
ely

. F
o
r ex

am
p
le, n

o
 m

em
b
er o

f 

th
e staff ev

er p
u
rsu

ed
 th

is stran
g
e in

co
n
sisten

cy
, O

s-

w
ald the M

arxist in a position of high security trust in 

th
e M

arin
e C

o
rp

s. It sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a tro
u
b
lin

g
 

le
g
a
l h

a
n
g
n
a
il to

 e
a
c
h
 a

n
d
 e

v
e
ry

 o
n
e
, a

n
d
 to

 th
e
 

m
em

bers of the C
om

m
ission. Instead, the C

om
m

ission 

used 
th

e least d
esirab

le m
eth

o
d
 o

f g
ath

erin
g
 "testi-

m
ony" and that on a selective basis on

ly. E
x parte and 

in
co

m
p
eten

t d
ep

o
sitio

n
s w

ere tak
en

 fro
m

 T
h
o
rn

ley
, 

N
elso

n
 D

elg
ad

o
 (8

H
2
2
8
-6

5
), an

o
th

er fo
rm

er O
sw

ald
 

M
arin

e C
o
rp

s ch
u
m

, an
d
 h

is fo
rm

er su
p
erio

r o
fficer, 

L
t. Jo

h
n
 E

. D
o
n
o
v
an

 (8
H

2
8
9
-3

0
3
). F

ro
m

 all th
e few

 

o
th

ers in
clu

d
ed

 in
 th

e reco
n
i, th

ere are b
u
t b

rief an
d
 

insufficient affidavits. 

W
ith one exception, all reveal a C

om
m

ission interest 

in w
hether O

sw
ald w

a
s a hom

osexual. T
hat exception 

is the m
an w

ho arranged dates betw
een O

sw
ald and his 

sister. 
L

ieu
ten

an
t D

o
n
o
v
an

, "th
e o

fficer in
 co

m
m

an
d
" o

f 

the crew
 in w

hich O
sw

ald served (8H
290), w

hen asked 

about w
hether the m

urdered accused assassin had been 

a hom
osexual: 

M
r. E

ly
: I b

eliev
e y

o
u
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 earlier th
at b

e d
id

 n
o
t w

en
t. to

 y
o
u
 

p
atticu

larly
 in

terested
 In

 g
irls. W

as th
is ju

st b
ecau

se h
e w

as, in
terested

 • 

in
 o

th
er th

in
g
s, o

r d
o
 y

o
u
 h

av
e an

y
 reaso

n
 to

 b
eliev

e th
at th

ere w
as 

an
y
th

in
g
 ab

n
o
rm

al ab
o
u
t h

is d
esires? 

M
r. D

o
n
o
v
an

: I h
av

e n
o
 reaso

n
 to

 su
sp

ect th
at b

e w
as h

o
m

o
sex

u
al, 

an
d
 in

 th
at sq

u
ad

ro
n
 at th

at tim
e o

n
e fello

w
 w

as d
isch

arg
ed

 fro
m

 th
e - 

serv
ice fo

r b
ein

g
 h

o
m

o
sex

u
al. lie w

as in
 n

o
 w

ay
 tied

 in
 w

ith
 it th

at I 

k
n
o
w

 o
f.... (8

F
l3

e
o
) 

P
erhaps D

onovan's m
ost significant testim

ony tends 

to
 cast O

sw
ald

 in
 a d

ifferen
t ro

le th
an

 th
e R

ep
o
rt an

d
 

in
d
icates th

e m
ag

n
itu

d
e o

f th
e b

reach
 o

f secu
rity

 an
d
 

m
ilitary

 tru
st h

e th
reaten

ed
 at th

e M
o
sco

w
 E

m
b
assy

 

w
hen going through the m

otions if not the actuality of 

defection: 
• . 

M
r. D

o
n
o
v
an

: I recall th
at b

e g
o
t a h

ard
sh

ip
 d

isch
arg

e. W
e o

ffered
 

to
 g

et h
im

 a flig
h
t—

th
at is a h

o
p
 fro

m
 E

l T
o
ro

 to
 so

m
e p

lace in
 T

ex
as, 

h
is h

o
m

e. H
e refu

sed
. W

e co
n
sid

ered
 th

at n
o
rm

al in
 th

at if y
o
u
 tak

e a 

h
o
p
 y

o
u
 sacrifice y

o
u
r tran

sp
o
rtatio

n
 p

ay
. W

e o
ffered

 to
 tak

e h
im

 to
 a 

b
u
s o

r train
 statio

n
. H

e refu
sed

. B
u
t th

at is n
o
t p

articu
larly

 u
n
u
su

al, 

r. 
eith

er. I recall th
at h

e w
as g

o
n
e fo

r so
m

e p
erio

d
 o

f tim
e, an

d
 sh

o
rtly

 

b
efo

re I g
o
t o

u
t o

f th
e M

arin
e C

o
rp

s, w
h
ich

 w
as m

id
-D

ecem
b
er so

so
, 

w
e receiv

ed
 w

o
rd

 th
at b

e b
ad

 sh
o
w

ed
 u

p
 in

 M
o
sco

w
. T

h
is n

ecessitated
 a 

lo
t o

f ch
an

g
e o

f aircraft call sig
n
s, co

d
es, rad

io
 freq

u
en

cies, rad
ar fre-

q
u
en

cies. H
e h

ad
 access to

 th
e lo

catio
n
 o

f all b
ases in

 th
e w

est 'co
ast 

area, all rad
io

 freq
u
en

cies fo
r all sq

u
ad

ro
n
s, all tactical call sig

n
s, an

d
 

th
e relativ

e stren
g
th

 o
f all sq

u
ad

ro
n
s, n

u
m

b
er an

d
 ty

p
e o

f aircraft in
 a 

sq
u
ad

ro
n
, w

h
o
 w

as th
e co

m
m

an
d
in

g
 o

fficer, th
e au

th
en

ticatio
n
 co

d
e o

f 

en
terin

g
 an

d
 ex

itin
g
 th

e A
D

IZ
, w

h
ich

 stan
d
s fo

r M
r D

efen
se Id

en
tifica-

tio
n
 Z

o
n
e. H

e k
n
ew

 th
e ran

g
e o

f o
u
r rad

ar. H
e k

n
ew

 th
e ran

g
e o

f o
u
r 

ra
d
io

. A
n
d
 h

e
 k

n
e
w

 th
e
 ra

n
g
e
 o

f th
e
 su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 u

n
its' ra

d
io

 a
n
d
 

ra
d
a
r.... 

M
r. E

ly
: Y

o
u
 recall th

at v
ario

u
s co

d
es w

ere ch
an

g
ed

. N
o
w

, at w
h
at 

lev
el w

ere th
ese ch

an
g
ed

: W
as th

is an
 actio

n
 o

f y
o
u
r sp

ecific u
n
it, o

r a 

fairly
 w

id
esp

read
 actio

n
? 

M
r, D

o
n
o
v
an

: W
ell, I d

id
 n

o
t w

itn
ess th

e ch
an

g
in

g
 In

 an
y
 o

th
er 

5
 sq

u
ad

ro
n
s, b

u
t it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
 b

e, b
ecau

se th
e co

d
e Is o

b
v
io

u
sly

 b
e-

tw
een

 tw
o
 o

r m
o
re u

n
its. T

h
erefo

re, th
e o

th
er u

n
its h

ad
 to

 ch
an

g
e it_

 

v
; T

h
ese co

d
es are a g

rid
, an

d
 tw

o
 lin

es co
rresp

o
n
d
.. 	

T
h
ere are so

m
e 

things w
hich he 

k
n
ew

 o
n
 w

h
ich

 h
e receiv

ed
 in

stru
ctio

n
 th

at th
ere Is n

o
 

f.. w
ay

 o
f ch

an
g
in

g
, su

ch
 as th

e M
P

S
 t 6

 h
eig

h
t-fin

d
er rad

ar g
ear, T

h
at h

ad
 

,  
recen

tly
 b

een
 In

teg
rated

 in
to

 th
e M

arin
e C

o
rp

s sy
stem

. It h
ad

 a h
eig

h
t-

fin
d
in

g
 ran

g
e fo

r in
 ex

cess o
f o

u
r p

rev
io

u
s eq

u
i " en

t, an
d
 it h

as certain
 

lim
itatio

n
s. H

e h
ad

 b
een

 sch
o
o
led

 o
n
 th

o
se li 	

atio
n
s. It can

n
o
t o

p
erate 

above a g
iv

en
 altitu

d
e in

 settin
g
—

in
 o

th
er an

is, y
o
u
 can

n
o
t p

lace th
e 

th
in

g
 ab

o
v
e a g

iv
en

 terrain
 h

eig
h
t. H

e b
ad

 also
 b

een
 sch

o
o
led

 o
n
 a 

p
iece o

f m
ach

in
ery

 called
 a T

P
X

-1
, w

h
ich

 is u
sed

 to
 tran

sfer rad
io

—
 

rad
ar an

d
 rad

io
 sig

n
als o

v
er a g

reat d
istan

ce. R
ad

ar is v
ery

 su
scep

tib
le 


