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Mr. JEIVNER. You were then 21 years of age? 
Mr. Teroetturr. About; yea, air. 
Mr. JKNNER. Tell me about what your occupation and activity had been up to the time you enlisted in the Marines. 
Mr. TUORAILILY. Well, 

the year before I was a student at the University of 
Southern California, and before that I was a student at California High School 
in Whittier, Calif. 

Mr. .1-snera. I take it then that you are a native Californian? 
Mr. Termieutr. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Jerteres. Did you receive your degree? 
Mr. Tumeruter. No. I was—I completed my freshman year and then I went on active duty to serve-my 2-year obligation in the Marine Reserve. 
Mr. Jerome. You did not return to college after you were mustered out of the Marbles? 
Mr. Tucker-war. No, sir. 
Mr. Armee. Was your discharge honorable? 
Mr. Truetivezr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jeemze. Where were you based when you first met Lee Harvey Oswald? 

Mr. Jeereira. It was at lent 
spoke? 

. Mr. Tewatane. Yes, air. 
Mr. JENWER. The clearance 

was the clearance to operate 
Mr. THORNLEY, Right. 
Mr. JEN-Nara. And your kno 

rumor.Alea-l_underatand it t 
Mr. Tiroarttay. No; this wt 

club or staff sergeant's club, a 
Mr. Tweeze. He had gotten 

beer on the person of a staff at 
' Mr. Plf011141.}LY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JENNER. As a result a 
jected to the loss of clearanc. 

Mr. THORNLaY, That Is cm 
Mr. JaNNER, Was that dee 
Mr. THORNLEY. I doubt it 

1-bsee-left-theeoutet-1  know 
Mr. JENNE& When did you 
Mr. THORNIXT. I left in J'u 
Mr. JENNER. Up to that ti 
Mr. Tuoesuse. Definitely 

service. 
Mr. Iltrinita. So that as fan 

operated any radar equipment 
Mr. THORITLEY. Yes; El T 

he didn't. 
Mr. JEINNEIR. Would you 

acquainted—let me put it tie 
ance with Lee Harvey Oswe 
only to,,twhether yomwere fri 
sate the level of friendship fir 

Mr. THORNLET. I would s 
we weren't Mends in that 
' 

 
out yet when we were throe 
equipment, something of the 
and happened to be in the a 
would sometimes sit down 
there. 

Mr. Jerteme So there wa 
friendly in performing your 
togethebin that resrpeei., Yc 
off base with him on liberty? 

Mr. THORNLEY. No, sir. 
Mr. J'Keriza. There were t 

and you and be fraternized? 
Mr. T11011NLEY. Yea. 
Mr. JENNE& Now, did you 
Mr. THOENLEY. Well, not 

lived in a different but th 
however. 

Mr. /went. This acqualne 
Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. JENNER. Can you fix 

spring? 
Mr. Terme:Ley. I really 

one since November, and I 
some time off that year are 
friends of mine, who were 
in the outfit that Oswald v 

Mr. Teioneesy. At a enbsidiary of El Toro Marine Base, referred to as LTA, 
Santa Ana, Calif., or just outside of Santa Ana. 

ev 	--) 
irotormer. I was an aviation electronics operator. I was working in 

and outgoing flights. 
an aircraft control center reading radarscopes and keeping track of Wiping 

wise at that period? Mr. Jiterwee. What was Lee Harvey Oswald's assignment and activity service- 
/ 	Mr. TROaaLEY. 

At that time his assignmeuts and activities were primary I 1 N1 

L' of this nature. 
he was assigned tom  alrelWe'777fM,--nrowethe 	%`h 	down decks, and things 

janitorial. He was—he had lost hie clearance prey iou:sly.,  ,,I .:::::„  I' remember, 

Mr. Jerome. What were the circumstances as yhu learned of them, or knew 
of them at the time, as to how or why he lost his clearance as you put it. 

Mr. Trtoartztv. Well, I asked eloirieliedy, and I was told, and I don't remember 
who told rue, it was a general rumor, genera/ scuttlebutt at the time, that he had poured beer over- a staff NCO's head in an enlisted club in Japan, and had been put in the brig for that, and having been put in the brig 
mut:really lose his clearance to work in the electronics control center.would Mite-

Mr. JENNE:a. 
I was going to ask you what losing clearance meant. You have 

indicated that—or would you state It more specifically. 
Mr. THORNLET. Weil, that meant in a practical sense, that meant that he was 

not permitted to enter certain areas wherein the equipment, in this case equip 
ment, was kept ; that we would not wank other unauthorized persons to have 
knowledge of. And on occasion informaden, I imagine, would also come to 
the man who was cleared, in the process of his work, that he would be expected to keep to himself. 

Ur. Isavleice, I afilatlale you bad clearance?' 
Mr. 'Pnorietsr. Yes, sir; I was, I think, cleared for confidential at the time. 

clearance was involved. 
Mr. JENNEM. Cleared for confidential. I was about to ask you what level of 

— e., Mr. Tnoartter. I believe It was Just confidential to work there at El Toro - 
•-.4}}3 that particular equipment. 

Oswald having lost it? Mr. .Tan e. That is the clearance about which you speak when you talk about 
;-■ 	

Mr. 'PeeestreeerOsni‘I believe, had a higher clearance. This 
is also just based upon rn rumor. 

tberfirve )313 at one time worked in the security files, it is the 8 & Cl tiles, somewhere either at LTA or at El Toro. 
Mr. JENNE& Did you ever work in the security files? Mr. TUORNLICY. No, sir. 
Mr. JaNlYalt. And that wee a level of clearance--- 
Mr. Teton:Neer. Probably a secret clearance would be required. 

\ 

Mr. Jinvema. What was your rank at that time? 
Mr. Tuotemer. At that time I was acting corporl. 
Mr. JEN-era. Whet was your assignment then? 
Mr. T 	 •.L 
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Mr. JEBNER. It was at least higher than the clearance about which you first 

spoke? 
Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JENNF.R. The clearance that you had in mind of which you first spoke r , 

was the clearance to operate radar detection devices? 

- Mr. Tuoerni.xv. Right. 
Mr. JR/MM. And your knowledge of his loss of clearance was by hearsay or 

rumor. vks I understand it: the eirCumstances took place off base. one day? . 

Mr. TITORNLaY. No; this was on base as I understand It. It was in to___enlisted 

club or staff sergeant's club, something of that nature. 

Mr. lux 	He, had gotten into difficulty with a staff sergeant and bad poured 

beer on the person of a staff sergeant and gotten into some kind of an altercation? 

Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr....Isaar.a. As a result of that he was court-martialed and had been sub- 

fected to the loss of clearance? 

Mr. THORNLEY, That is correct. 

Mr, JENNF.R. Was that clearance of his restored? 

Mr. THORNLEY. I doubt It very much, because 3 months afterwards, after 

jihad-left-the outfit—I know it wasn't restored while I was in the outfit. 

Mr. JR/INZR. When did you leave the outfit? 

Mr. THORNLEY. I left in June and went overseas. 

Mr. JENNaR. Up to that time his clearance had not been restored? 

Mr. THORNLEY. Definitely not. And shortly thereafter he got tint of the 

service. 
Mr. JENsen. So that as far as you have any personal knowledge Oswald never 

operated any radar equipment while he was at El Toro, did you say ? 

Mr. Tnoarnsv. Yes; Ell Toro, LTA. As far as my personal knowledge goes, 

he didn't. 

 

Mr. anises. Would you state the circumstances under which you became 

acquainted—let me put it this way firspi  What was the extent of your acquaint-

ance with Lee Harvey Oswald, and here at the moment I am directing myself 

only to ,whether your We're friends, were you merely on the base together? Indi-

cate the level of friendship first or acquaintanceship. 

Mr. THORNLEY. I would say we were close acquaintances in the sense that 

we weren't friends in that we didn't pull liberty together or seek each other 

out, yet when we were thrown together in an assignment or something, moving 

equipment, something of that nature. we spoke and when we were on the base 

and happened to be in the same area and were not required to be working, we 

would sometimes sit down and discuss things. That would be my statement 

there. 
Mr. Jensee. So there was a degree of affinity in the sense that you were 

friendly in performing your military tasks together whenever you were thrown 

togethsin that respect. You felt friendly toward each other. You were never 

off base with him on liberty? 
Mr. THORNLEY. No, sir, 
Mr. Jarman. There were times when you were at liberty on the base, I assume. 

and you and he fraternised? 
Mr. Timer:Lev. Yea 
Mr. airtime. Now, did you live in the same quarters? 

Mr. THORNLEY. Well, not actually. We lived in quonset huts there, and be 

lived in a different but than I did. We did live in the same general area, 

however. 
Mr. JERNER. This acquaintance arose in the spring of 1959, is that correct? 

Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, BIT. 
Mr. jeswira. Can you flx the time a little more definitely than merely the 

spring? 
Mr. TaORNLEY. I really can't, sir. I have been racking my brain on that 

one since November, and I can't fix the time. I do remember having taken 

some time off that year around Easter and going on a trip with some civilian 

friends of mine, who were out of school for Easter vacation, and I know I was 

In the outfit that Oswald was In at that time, and I know that either shortly 
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