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?Stahﬁ%rd ucholap Critizes Pulitzer Board" is the headline of a San Francisco

Clirondecle story I was sent some time afte it appeared in the 4dpril 21, 19994 issue.

Professor David Keomedy is quoted as cowplaining because, "I was outraged because
wo nede a good—faith recormendation of books we thought were worthy" 4f the 1997 his-
4
tory award.
Onc ol the three bouoks thit panel recormended was Gerald Posmer's lkmowingly mis-—

titled Casc Closed: Lee Harvey Osuald and the Assassination of JFK. Rendop House, 8/93;
.

Anchor, 8/94)

Kennedy said he regerded the "no-award decision" as " an insult mdt only to the auth-
ors bui to the very distinguished‘ﬁfstorians who constituted the panel,"
I vrote Kennedy Jyne 9 asldng him what checlking he had done of Posner's book and,

"Did any of you prestigious eminences ask yourselves if you were in a fosition to evalu-

ate tizt boo%iwiy other than taking his word?" I also told him to cpunt his bleassings.
1l

has

Before writin: Kennedy uy butchered in haste but solid Case Open:T| Umiasions, Dig-

tortdons and Falsifications of Case Closed" appeared. In it, without a peep of protest

iron Posner, Random House or any lawyer speaking for either of them I refer to Posner as
a ohyster, a nlagiarizer, as I liar who has trouble telling the truth by accident and as
a wan who was capable of all the dishonesty required by his formula book, to tale the
cide op,osite that of Yliver Stone's succesful movie ( for which I originated the criticism
becawe he described it as non—fiction), and I referred to his book as the most deli-

berately dishonest on the subject despite the stiff competition for that distinction.

In PEsnmr's reprint he make no effort to fefé:;e, even to deny, these rather strong
criticisms of Irim and his boogkhat almost got the history Pulli tzer.

Yy point is how truly deanadlous it would have been if so gress and deliberate zfa

a fraud ( as which I a/so describe in in Case Open) had actually been avarded the (E5¥-



Pulitzer nnd how the Eﬁ;litzers ywould have been debageds

T suggest that it is past time For some system to be devieed so that books that
roquir: both eriticial fac_:ulties and subject-matter expertise are examined by panels
with tlerce qualificationse Having a )j?hlJ in history, for example, is not gunlification
for considering books like those on the political assassinations.

The suamps of academe ooze with professors who are either blind and ignorani
conspiracy theoriesis or as blind, unthinking and ignorant in their support of the
of 'icial account of th assassinations '

he nubjee /t'matter itaelf wos of enormous importance butxfthet-e ghould be no remard
for what I also applied to Posner, literary whoringe

T use this ctrons langusge not only because Posner and Random House were mute
she thoy read it in my Yase Open but to emphasize the great danger to the prestige and
iuportance of Pulitzer awards that can be so easily chenpened by literary prostitution

the pancls are not qualified to evaluate or are too busy to check oute

(I have had a high regord fo the Pulitzers since when I was a very young roporter

on the ¥ilmington, Delauare Horning News doing storm relief work with radio amateurs in
‘o o days of relatively rpimitive comrmmication I made the winning of that years Pul~

itmer fov loeal reporting by filling in what wao incomprehensible and then ge'ting it
out. and I apologize for iy typing, I'm 84, unwell, nust keep .my legs elevated and the
mill}ﬁs e called them then to th: side, and I cannot use a computer. If you question

wy ecrednftials for maldng this criticism, I filed more than a dozen successful DOIA
lawicuit by uhich L recused fro oflicial oblivion’ about a third of a million previously-
suppresced pages and in one of tiupae lawsuits the _Depa:tment of Justice told that court
that I Imo. nere about the JFK assassingtion and its investigations that anyone worldng

£oo +he PDI. T am alone in not writing theories of either ext¥eme, tho lonsg in the
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