iir. Haynes Yohnson, newsroom 5/5/94
The Washington Post

1150 15 S¢,, IV -

Washington, DC 20071 -

Dear ‘rs. gohnson, " .
[‘Ly gister iih.o still lives in Wilmington sent me theenclosed review your. book
in the papers I left 25 ygars befo e you dide No Sunday edition then. I was on the Yews.
Fron the roview it is a much needed book that deserves the thought and attention I
hope it gets.
From my own experience when I was able to speak at colleges and from my continuwing
heavy nail I suggest for yout thinldng about the many causes of d;l:senchantment with
both the government and the media the JFK assassinatiion and treatment pf ite That the
media never really made any critical examination of the zovernment's r-t‘acord turned the
sy off then and many otheysuith thendhan aud Line Thee T
That it lauds ever piece of the cheapest kind of commercialization and exploitation
that supyports the official mythology costs the media more credibility. The most recent
example of this i what I pelieve is th: most intendedly dichonest book I can remember
reading as far back frqm 81 years as 1 can, Gorald Posner's lf.‘:ﬂom-t:f.nglg~ migtitled E:_@_g
g;gggg_.lt is an obwlouns ffaud to anyone uith- any luowledge of the fact at all amlfl""
hie is a killed shyster. But save for the excelldnt Fost review by Jeffrey f.‘fank and one
with a small column by Batricia Holt in the S.F Chronicle, and save for another that was
overloaded with factualjerror, it got only unq_uestioning raves. TV fell all over itself
to air lvm, US lews gave it much of an issuc and just about all the magazines fell in to
line. Yobedy did any checkin:; at all., Yet when after all that and afj!;gr many of his TV
" ppear nces, CBS took a poll preperatory to his appearince on iis spec}.al, }?iio;e who
do not believe the Yeport jumped from 80 to 9@/3 after all that uninhibited and so often
repeated endorsementsof him add his bobka .

1"‘y Case Open, rather rushed and reduced in size to be able to sell it for less, w@ich
expose: him as a ploagiarizer, from a boy at that, as a liar and as many other thinﬂ, '
now in the stores a month or more, has gotien no mention of which L know and no reporters

or reviewers have phoned to ask me a questions

This kind of thing, which the avernge person does notice and many write me about,
turns even more off on tho media. Which has earned this lack of trust.

How can the system work without the media informing the people, and when it earns
popular misu_;ﬁ\c, does not that in itself undermine the system?

I'm particularly sorry that the media itself does not face this and does not under-
stand that it is its own worst enemy. ‘ , L M—” -

Good luck with a book that so'feu deserves it. 64/1///9 /

Sincerely, ' '

Harold lleisberg



