HAROLD WEISBERG

7627 Old Receiver Rd.

Frederick, MD 21702
Hack leKinney 5/26 / 94
Philadelphia Daily Hews
Philddelphia, PA '

Dear Jack,

t was a pleasant sufprisc to read about yow in o deposition in a lawsuit against
him, JAMA and others that JAIIA's editor said you did ?gtb agree with, the transeript is
not elear, but L {tldnk it is what he said #it their III04 pressg conéerence. If not that
it was the JANA article by Dennis DBreo.

If you did no more than mercly disagree, you ain't the Jack Mc'inney who was so
fond of Thé Clancy Brotherse

To refer to what JANA did as disgraceful is close to preising it.

But in @ way it was helpful to me, A

t enabled me to keep writing with the intention, not having any publisher, of
seeldng to perfect' fhe record %history to the degree possible for me. I used that
JANA propaganda as the skeleton [ fleshed out into a definitive overview of the JFK
assassination and its investigations of about a quarter of a million words.

As you may remember, I never did any theorizing, about congﬁiracies or anything
else about the assassination. I restricted myself to fact. Bach of m- book/proves with
the official evidence only that there was a conspiracy.

4s I continued this work I started using the Freedom on Informgtion &ct. When the
VBI in its judpe-shopping was before tho judge it wau%%thmugh
its mendacity and his willingess. That cut my use of the het off. But not for long.

I did a bogk on the Wing assassication and I then became James Earl Ray's if-
vestigator. I conducted the habeas corpus investigation that got lim an evidentiary ot fhe

hearing to determince whether or not 1}e'd get the trial he has not had. What 1 produced Aach;&f
led the judge in refusi o him a hm to hold that guilt or innocence {;‘.7’33 imaterial!
L've got the transeriptn ol tie fwo weeks of hearings end I did exculpate Ray.

Wihen Congress pgot interested in ¥OIA again, in 1974, it restored its original meaning Mq/
i sgut ‘t. In the Senate debated, it was Teddy Kennedy who saw to it +lat the Tecord '
vould shou that it was the lawsuit in whdich the FBI rewrote the Act, imine against the FBI,
for the result: of its JI'K assassination scientific testing, that requiring the amending
of the investigatory files exemPt'ion to open FBI, CIu and sivdlar files to FOIA access.

Then I really started swing them, still broks and :Ln*leb‘t. Which fot reasons nof
connected with my writing I am no longer. In all I filed more than a dozen sults and got
about a third of a million pages. They will be a permanent free public archj:e at local
ilood College, a fine small one here in Fredericlk.

411 o this litigation cuincided with the cnset of a number of serious iﬂﬂesses



and aix operations sceveral of ulich 1 was not c.pecie!l to survive. I can barely snd
tith soie hazard use the cellap sinirs. 8nd that is the only place we have roem for
all those ©ile cabindts. So, nther thegn when I lLiave help, for prac uical' purposes I
do not hove aeaess to thoue records. 1 do male them accessible to aliniting' in the
‘ield, even to that Ju eurat Posner, author or the rost: thoroughly and intendedly dis-
honest of all the books. Pley can all use our copier, toos

What L say also acmm11%[for 7 tybing. I must sit uith my legs elevated when I'm
not walking. 1 can wall for

What JAlla did :Jaclé:: decent Tformula that did not require access to all those
records ’passibl-a. A friend connected with publishers said he'd do it and I've not vet
been able to learn whgy he did not have it out last July, which would have been no

bout five munutes at a time.

problem. of/ 3

Pouner lJ.'J(?.C the gome approach pogsible and I had a bool&'about 200,000 words done
two momthe aft.r his was oute The friend said he'd like %o do théte e did no editing
and he eliminated 75-00+ and then, alter doing nothings for a while%h siich a rush
typo&r wenk u_ncofi'uctell, no table o contonts was included and no inlgle:i. But what remains
leaves so little of Posner thafi in the six weeks sinec it was in the stores I've not
heard a word from him cng' from Random Ilouse,

At 81 and so limited inowvhat I'm allowed (ar able) to do (_LL'm not to try to 1ift
more than 15 pounds)publishing myself is out of the question. With the curse of' the first
8till lingering I acce;fed any ofier made. It was that or 11ot1ﬂjg;. The JallAspossible bool,
LWVER AGATI! i to appear in Septerber, I was told last year. liy own peer reviews, two
historian friends, evaluate it ago the best and most important. So, it has to waitl

In trying to perfect the record for history I've just finished another mar%lgac!,r;i.pt of
about 250,000 uords. It, as do all my bock§ document the media failures along uith
those of our other institutions. More than the others, houevex;r*thia{:f)ge makes the case
against nnmed book publishers. I do not expect to offer it to any.

Not espousing any of the ftheories substituted for fact I'm pretty much alone in the
L'ieldrml'avel is dangerous so I've not been on the college eirecuit for at lgast a
decade and a half. The medicine tliat keeps me dive makes me a bleeder, rcsulting in the
possibility that s slight aceident can be fatal. So, I stay home and churn it out.

(_Egg_e Upen is the butchered rough draft. They said theQd retype it in Iew York. No
vditing. Just eliminating most of the chapters by far. I hope you find this slim remnant
of it worthwhile.

L must say that for all the irresponsibility of so many, it was the shows like yours
that made it prosible Tor the gubject of the erime that turned the world around %o remain
a topic of public discussion, what our society requires if it iu to funtion. I do thank
yau for very much! /
Best wishes, Harold Weisberg .



