ir, Leonard Downie, Jr., esecutive dfitor Harold Weisberg

The Washington Post 7627 Oid Recelvar Rd.
1150 15 St., WM Frederfk. 0 21702
Washington, DC 20071 blalg

Dear #p, Downie,

It took very little time after you got my letter of the 12th before the Post once
again demonstrated that on assassination stories, little truth as there is, the supply
still exceeds the demand. d

Today it is with morc than a full pageﬂ that, despite Jeffrey Frank's care to present
two dides,will still sell’ a book that is an obvious ffaud.

While the Post, despite what you told Byrd about reporting bocks as news when they
hold news, continues Ato rnpoﬁ on a bock that proves beyond gquestion that the Most
uccessful and most media-adored assassination books with the possible exception of
Hanchester's is of deliberate, commercialized dishonesty. Or to mention this exposure
in a peview,

Wnile Ragano was counsel to the mob poople he was also an informer for the FBI, h

"Ragano remcmbers a conversation that took place in a car with larcello andT:;affi—
cante, " tuday's story ymotes him as saying, and that Trafficante told “‘arcello tliat
they would be blamed for killing the President. Ragano then said that "both ol them
looked lile the cats that ate canaries."

That in the opporite of what Ragano told the FBI, that page enclosed. W

“hich, no doubt, establishes his credibility and the worth of lhis book for a full
page and more in the Poste

The Post also quo¥ be Washinwton lawyer Ronald Goldfarb, who has a coming book to
promote, as sayins that what Ragano fsays does "line wp with othey things you know are
so0." For this to haW¥We any meaning those "things" have tc be fact relating to the agsassi-
natione I am confident Goldfarb has no basis at all for msaying; any such thing,

Robert Blakey, who led the House assassing committee on a futile search for proof
of his preconception, that the mob did it, is quoted as endorsing Ragano from his "study."
Depite the righte of the Homse that private citizens do not have Blakey got many thous-
ands of pages of assassination records fewer than I did b a series of FOIA lawsuits. He
¢ uld have gotien more. ﬁe did not wint thems Ee did get a great volume of mob records,.
And with them was able to prpwve nothing. This is the basis of his endorsement of Raganm's
fiction for ripuing off the puh]j_c'minddt-:ith the public pockets

ﬁ g&%ﬁgrcia:limtion and exploiation of the great {ragedy the Post now helps succeed.
Or, Fraud is n@zs, truth is not? Regreffully, 4

Harold 'eisberg



lre Leonard Downie, Jt. Harold Weisberg

nzecutive Bditor, 7627 Old Recelver Rd.
'he Washington Post Frederick, M0 21702
1150 15 Sta, IM ~ 6/12/94

Washington, DU 20071
Dear lir, Vownie,

e often write news stories about books when they are newsworthy," Joann Byrd
tox{-‘\y quojes you as saying. L hope yol will consider doing that with my current Case
Open (Carroll & uraf/lilc}md Gallen) not as a JFK assassination book but as an expose
of the crudest and st brazen of the exploitations and L.ommercial:.zai:mm oﬂ that
great tragedy, T # the knowingly mistitled Case Closed, by Gerald Posner (4andow House)
and of the mnjor ghdia abdication of all responsibility iwtextoling it.

\ith the Pest, ‘;Iz.nl:s to Jeffrey Frank, a notable exception.(@lthough in printing
Posner's d:i.slmngt coment it failed to note<for its readers that he lied - bui then he
has trouble telling the truth even by accident.)

(Please excuse ny typing. 1'm 81 now and ih impaired health. lly typing camuot be
any better.) -

What wa: published iz but a fraction of what I wrote and the haste in publication
ig, I regret, ouly tou cbvious. But what I wrote and what is publish.d stacks. I refer
to Posner as a plagiavist, usine his own publivher's definition xx of it, as a ahyster,
saune definition and as a deliberate liar, among other things. 1 have yet tolyear a word-
from Posner, }from Dandom louse or from any iﬂl%yuer speaking for either.

With the exception of George Dardner, who informed Ir ¢k and who makes the Pust
an excaption in it:: reporting of assassination information news, almost nobody at all
did any checlzing on that most dishonest of books while all the media vied in making a
supersensation of all its lies, thus misleading and misinforming the people.

It was cven considered for the Yulitzer in history a.ndr the panel was loud in its
protests when it ths ignored!

T}:..e rishts were sold so widely I have an issue of an outback Australian standard-
alize paper that gale Posner and his fraud three full pages. f;g:m.l may recqll the attention
U.S.lleus gave it, without any cheeking — and that for a book without any peer reviews.

Can you reeall any prosser or more successful disinformations? iand the one book
that documents its exposure of it hns been entirely ignored.

Sincerely, '

Harold Weisberg
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: "\ RAGANO ' stated that some of the allegations involving
FFICANTE have becen ridiculous, and he related the following

to illustrate TRAFFICANTE's attitude: -

J 1 ( [t

> While driving through Now Orleans i NCELLO's car,

b MARCELLO was driving and TRAFFICANTE was scated dn the front =
- seat and he (RAGANO) was in the back, when a radio broadcast

related events concerning District Attormney GARRISON's escapades
o revolving around the assassination of President KENNEDY. SANTO
turned and remarked to MARCELLO, vCarlos, the next thing you know
they will be blaming the President's assassination on us."
.. RAGANO added that after his return to Tampa his office had
received numerous calls from a newspaper reporter by thc name
of GREEN, associated with a Long Island, New York, daily.
RAGANO called the reporter, who related that he had undcrstood
4 that when TRAFFICANTE was j d, by CASTRO in Cuba , some i
_ arrangcments weyxye made for JAC UBY to be flown from Dallas
S . to Cuba to expedite his release, since RUBY was friendly with
CASTRO. The reporter exclaimed to RAGANO, "Don't you see the -
- gignificance of this,gonq%ct in connection with the Communists
_ and™La Cosa Nostra/being fvolved in the presidential assissina=-
TN _tion?" RAGANO stated he told the reporter he was conpletely !
off base becausc he (RAGANO) had been involved in attempting
to get TRAFFICANTE back to Florida from the Cuban prison, and

by that this was done through an individual in Miami who was close
-3 to CASTRO before the revolution. RAGANO said he later told
a4 thig story to TRAFFICANTE, pointing out that he was not -very .. -~
%= far from wrong since he had told MARCELLO he would some day
S be blamed for the assassination.
—

c. WYeapons

 RAGANO indicated that TRAFFICANTE at no time carries
a gun with him and that he does not even carry & pen knife.

<" d. TRAFFICANTE's feelings

Mr. RAGANO said that. TRAFFICANTE has expresscd the
belief that eventually he will be the victim of a "framcup"
on the part of law enforcement agencies anxious to put him in
jail., lle said that TRAFFICANTE leaves his car unlocked and
very frequently his home unlocked and he has told him on ¢
numerous occasions that he should not do this, but TRAFFICANTE
has said that if they want to get into the house or the car,
whother locked or not, they can get in without any trouble.

L'Q) ‘I{}i, v # .:‘Ep -
LRCLOSURE 5 79 |

)




