lige Katherine J, Trager, deputy gezneral counsel 8/27/94
Houhleday

1540 Broadway

liew York, WY 10036

Dogr Hs, Trager,

vhelosed are kesley Oelsner's letter to m@ from Random louse and my response.

I heard last year, béfore 4mas, that énchor has contracted Cgse ClosedlMy in-
stinetive roaction was to write “oubleday then because, as I'll come to, I owe you
cne, so to speake. L am aware that many changes have taken place in most publishing
houses but the name at least is the same., But I feared that what I'd write might be
nisunderstood. I wag sent copies ol several letters J'?osner had written in which he said
your pub date would be next month. With what I had heard and with the pofential it could
have other than relating to me I did urite. Still not having seen yo%ook, I ascume that
wha' Posner could have gotten from the most dubious of sources relating tg others also
is not in your boolie When I chéked th: nearby stores it had not ue.t gotten here. Because
L do not move arpund very well and any slight auto accident can be dangerous for me I'll
wait until I am again near the bookstores in this part of towne.

S0, why do I, at 81 and in poor health, still remember that I owe Doubleday one?

In 1965, when my Whiteuash: the “eport on the Warren Eegor s by far the first
boolk on that subject, wasf at Pocket Books they went for i:; bige The editor who read it,
Bugene Pralapis, told me, and these am,}close to if not his exact words, "Mr. Weisberg,
with your background and our kmow-how, we have another Green iﬂg Junmle and you will
soon be one of the bes/ —known men in the country."

If you are too young to understand this, ¢The Green Felt Jungle was the best-selling
bool of 1164+ Hio W"m Wi /V"/“{'

The bock was approved enthusiastically all the way up to Boris Shimkin, theff the
top man at S & Se Prakapis told me wlﬁrr—hlgfgelt he had to decline the booke It was because
therr had published a frandulent book, Calories Don't Count and some sixz were under in-
dietmont over it. He gquoted Shinlcin an saying that if they were to publish my book it
would be "the red flag under the Yepartment of Justice charging bull," Regretfully, I

]

sgresd uith him, / wrw wethise wanded fo be o diptef)eith o, Y

Prakapis then s&é}d, "But we¢ would like to help youe" I told him #ﬁ:lcome that. He
then explained that when Doubleday wanted S & S {¥ reprint a book it came to him, so he
was well known at your shop and perhaps his word might mean a little because of the rela-
tionshipe He then =mid, "I'm going to ask for Sam Vaughn to read ite Hy is Bisenhower's
and [izon's editor." Ye phoned Vaughn in my presence, told him they wanted very much to
publish my book but for special reasons could not, and he thought ¥aughn should read it
and Doubleday should consider it."

}N’ about a week I had a letter declining the boof, with the coument in almest these



exact words, "perlmpé b e :Li‘ you'd gone a bit afield we'd have been more tempted." I thought
+ understoed that but I wanted to knou more. So on my next trip to Neqlork L phoned. First
I got your then president's secretary and then she put him, Hr. HeCormick, was his name
‘en? on the phonee

Az Pocket had been honest wiﬂg me, go was hey lle told me that they had had a general
heeting on the book ﬁgﬁ had discusded it thoroughly. 4nd that "Our reason was not edi-
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torial and not easy toarrive at."

#Et only was that honest)and most of a hundred or so here and abroad were not honest,
whenever I phoned he always took the phone. My recollection of tho:e conversations after
all these years and all that happened in them does not include what we spoke about. I £
think it vas my getting free advice from hime

Unly someone who lived through my then experiences can appreciate how much the
little honesty L found meant to me,

When aft@r my yeary operation of 1989 I was ghowing steadily weaker and had alrcady
defied the actuarial thbles I decided that with what time remains to me I would, to the
begt of wmy cnpabilities, b1y to perfect the record of that terrible event that turned the
country around. The Tirst bool: I completed, mzaning in rough draft because that enabled

me to torn toe other worls, is HEVER AGATN! v the sense that this hhould nover happen in
our country agsine It could have appeared more than a fgr agoe.l expect/ it bo. I have
beon given no reason for delaying it that makes sense ;nd the last word I had is that

it is now scheduled for next Earch. Had it appeared when it easily.COuld have the histoz
of the outpomring: of trash and vopse than trash to "commemorate" the FCth JFK assassi-
nation anniver855§7EEE§§:EEcording touy hictary professor friends who gave it peer
roviews and to my ouwn beiief,.would have been different.

I did not begin with the intention of writing a book about Posner and his boolk.

Sub the £orthur I got into it and {the more attention it fot changed my minde What you
may have seen asrgggg_gggg iz but a butchered fraction of what I actually wrote. What
was cut will add teo the rctord for history. ff‘”

Before his book appcared and probably before I gfe%é HNUVER AGATN! I began work

n what is now a long rough draft, Inside the JFK Assassinatiof Industry. When I came

[honbi’
+o lids blat_nt but dlsgulsed plagiarism from the faulty work of a boy, David J‘u::., which

I v-r\mombﬂr,/"/r decided to do Lhﬁ/GOQk instead, Instead of only a chapter on it and him,.
I vefer too bluntly to the terllble record of book sublishing in Inside so I do

10% ﬂun to submit it to any publisher but I think that in the future there may be less
reluctance to do blunt but factual writing on the subject and it may in the future be
conzidered, It will in anj_iii_event be part of the recerd I leave for our history.

1T you have seen Lase Cven the top line on the back cover is a faithful paraphrase
of ihat the Yepartment of Justice, represnting the FBI, did tell the court in my CA 75—



226, I digrélhs to tell you that was the first FOIA lawsuit filed under the amended Act
and when the Act wos omended it was the sole surviving Kennedy brother who saw to it that
the legislative history would be clear, That suit in its earlier form was cited as reqﬁ%&i
:h;g the amending of the investigatory files exemption.

I iled and in one way or ajother won more than a dozen FOIA lawsuits. I do have
unigue subject-matter lmowledge. ind I am#ﬂone in the middle position in the fi}@d,
althoush Hu:éﬁﬁtisans of both sides will not agree. Yy work is almost 1OQ% limited
to the official ovilence and there are .0 theories in any of ite This is why instead of
taldng ny romaining time casy and enjoying some of the rrading I Wasqrﬁwlmo ki i S )u/_%‘
because of the intensity of my work I have continued\with that worke Ay mu ag « un *?‘W'yﬁ‘ "o

T obtained, and like all others writing in the field, Eerald Posner had free and
unsuperviced access to all of it and to our copier, about a ;hird of a milliog pages of
once-uithheld official record&éf the JIFE and King assassinations. (I was James liiarl
Ray's investirator for a while. I conducted the successful haveas corpus investigation
and the investization for the eviientiary hearing we got for him that way. With the
witnesses and evidence 1 produce that judge had to conclude that based on what was be-
fore him, Yyyts roquest for the trial he has never had, “"guilt or innocence are immaterial.")

My oun worl produdjﬁis extensive, It and all the official records will be a permanent
free public archive aft a fine small local college, Hpod, It is still largely a womens'
enllege. There was no guid pro quo.

I begin Inside with an account of the learning experiences of a long life that
qualified me for the work I' ve done, what cannot be taught and isn'te It is a rather
pedestrial aceolnt. I do not intend it as an autobiography although_to a limited extent
it & 'mounts to that;And “hen + go onto the a c&ﬁitique of the field in which I work.

fmong those 1ﬂ~;ning experiences was the non—publishing history of the first book
on the Warren “ommissione In it I am pretty certain I tell in more detail than above the
S & 8 and YouBleday experiences I had and remember clearly and still appreciate.

I hope this old man's reminiscing does not waste your time.

I d not expect to hear futther from R & H and Posner and toomis have had four mogths
to protest or complain, They have been silent. -

I have not had a single letter from anyone I mention in my eisht published books with
any complaint of unfairﬁg;;ﬂgf inaccuracy. Hor any phone call of that nature.

If it is the case, I can see that after e 6ok é&;;fpublished your people may well

have assumed tiat it had had peer reviews ond is other than it is. I have no eriticism

il

Horold Weisberg

of your publishing it.



