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HE 30th anniver-
sary of the assas-
- sination of John
F. Kennedy saw the re-
lease of some 30 new
titles in the United
States. pramngg

. These : titles covered
both the Dallas events and
!'the subject of JFK. '

Three of  the most
prominent from this new
generation of JFK books
are now in New Zealand
bookshops. ’

Gerald. Posner rignuy
decries commercialisa-
tion of the JFK assassina-
tion, but is wrong .in
nearly everything else.

His book sets out to do
two things — justify the
official United States
Warren . Commission's
1964 report that found a
lone malcontent with left
wing tendencies the assas-
sin, and counter the critl-
cism levelled at the
commission since the

-1960s.

To achieve these ends
he adopts the partisan and
adversarial roie of a pro-
secutor.

On key qusuons Imw-
ever Posner is silent, such
as over the encounter by
three police officers, im-
mediately after the assas-
sination in areas where
shots were reported, of
men falsely claiming to be
Secret Service agents.

Such evidence of con-
spiracy was not followed
up by the FBI or the com-

' mission -either. t

Posner has been wldely
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colour) and diagrams con-
nected wlth the nmassinn—h
tion. (]
He' falls ‘down badly'!
though in the main text
and captions trying to tie
the photos to a dizzying "'
number of possible assas-. "
sins and accomplices. '« 9iii”
Both ' 'Posner and'’
Groden fail to convince:in /1t
‘pointing the finger at who '/
they  think: killed JFK, -
mainly. because of the'’
dearth of conclusive evl-
dence. 1
The crime was not pro-
perly investigated at the '
time, and there are no

leads now .to" follow ' -

(hence -no; basis for':
theories - to -réveal who
-may have been behind the
assassination). B
Groden's book may well «
‘ be worth buying just for '\
the photos, but one would '
need to read other authors
to begin to understand "'
what the photos mean, =1
Nigel Hamilton’s book:'
is the first of a two-volume 7/
biography of JFK, cover- -
ing the years from 1917 to' *
19486. 16T E
The “reckless” in thé
title comes from Hamil--
ton's description of JFK!S
“reckless sexual licence,” '
and it says much of what"
the book is about. . .6 bii
Among the sexual ex-'
ploits recounted by Hamilk -/
ton is JFK's torrid "
wartime = affair with
glamorous Danish journal-'
ist Inga Arvad, wrongly
suspected by the FBI of
being a nazi agent.
Hamilton'’s -book is re-
jected 'by the Kennedy
quoted  ‘and 'promoted family, especially- bn!
worldwide since his book the way ItsnowsJFKak‘ A
was 'released, “and -has ‘an emotional cripple,:'

" received unpremden:ed deprived of love as'a child

suppoﬂtmmtnecm. by ' both'' parents. ‘ (The ="

'However, “as anybody character of Joseph Ken:' !/
with a little factual know- nedy sen' is blackened !
ledge of the subject can = throughout the book, with /!
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