
ness o retracing my steps if only 
sere as a guide to my childre- to 
st r a course by or more impo• ant-
I to avoid one."  

But the star will not b he only 
one looking back on the urse of his 
life. In June, the film 	rtic. Richard 
Schickel is publish'  g his study, 
Brando, for Athe urn, which Lee 
Goerner says " •ill consider the 
filmsand the lir although it doesn't 
purport to 	a tell-all." In early 
1992, Morro 	ill take delivery of an 
as-yet-unti ed biography by Peter 
Manse, 	o has written about 
Brarido'  recent travail for Evans's 
wife T a Brown in Vanity Fair. 
Engl (I dismisses Manso thus: "He 
is t latest in a long line of faceless 
u uthorized biographers. There is 
n thing like the real voice."  But will 
that voice speak up when the ti 
comes to publicize the memoir? 

One publisher with a seri 	in- 
terest withdrew from cont. tion in 
part because "Bramlo re secl to do 
any national TV show, r publicity, 
which is crucial to se ng a book like 
this."  Englund w 	only remark, 
"Mr. Branch) ha traditionally not 
made personal ppearances in asso-
ciation with is films, and whether 
he will for a book is not for me to 
say."  H • rry Evans comments, 
"There some contractual publicity 
but I on't specify its exact nature."  

T • last word, perhaps, shou 
re with the reclusive, larger-t n-
I i e actor himself. He says, "I i • end 
to disclose all of my life and to peo-
ple in it from my earliest emory of 
playing in my moonlit d with the 
naked body of my sl ping beloved 
Ermi to this pros-  t scribbling in 
my bed of nnot r day."  What that 
scribbling sl• Id amount to, we 
shall find o in due course; but to 
avoid en iraging ton much over- 
hented 	eculation, it is well to re- 
mora r that the naked body in 
qu ion belonged to none other 
tr n Brando's nanny. 

Sons and Daughters of 
Third Reich Leaders Find 
Voice in New Book 
When author Gerald Posner ap-
proached Random House executive 
editor Bob Loomis with the idea of 
interviewing the grown children of 
the most powerful Nazi leaders, 
Loomis thought it was a splendid 
but impossible idea: "First of all, no 
one had ever been able to find them. 

And if these children hadn't yet 
talked, why would they now?"  

Two years later, after six extend-
ed trips to Germany and untold 
hours of labor and luck, Posner 
turned in flitier's Children: Sons 
and Daughters of Lenders of the 
Third Reich Talk About Their-  Fir 
thers and Themselves ($21), to be 
published on May 13 with a 20,1)00-
copy first printing. 

Random had been committed but 
eau tious. "We made an arrangement 
that allowed us to see if Gerald could 
possibly carry it off—and he did,"  
Loomis says. "The people he got to 
are amazing. And, for the first time, 
they speak under their fathers'  real 
names."  

Goring. Hess. Mengele. Denitz. 
What is it like to be the children of 
men whose names evoke the dark-
est crimes of humankind? For pub-
licist Kent Holland, Hilfees Chil-
dren asks a different question: 
"What are Germans whose fathers 
were the architects of Nazism do-
ing today with this horrible lega-
cy?"  

l'osner's journey to this subject 
was atypical. He's half-Jewish, half-
Catholic, and attended Catholic 
schools as a child. There were no per-
sonal reasons for what he calls his 
"obsession."  No one in his family 
was killed in the Holocaust, nor was 
anyone a survivor of the camps, But 
as a young lawyer, he was ap-
proached by a friend to take on the 
case of n survivor of Mengele's medi-
cal experiments who wanted to sue 
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Posner explores what it's like to be the 
child of n n evil man. 

the Mengele family and the German 
government. 

"The lawsuit went nowhere,"  
I'osner recalls. "We couldn't prove 
that the Mengele family had links to 
the fugitive, and we couldn't sue a 
foreign government in a U.S. court. 
But Argentina let me into their Fed-
eral Police Archives, and I had ac-
cess to Paraguay's Interpol file. 
got hooked." 

The result was Metairie: 7fdie Com-
plete Story (Dell), publishede 1986 
and critically acclaimed as the defin-
itive biography of the "Angel of 
Death."  Posner gave 20% of the 
book's American proceeds to Mark 
Berkowitz, the survivor who had in-
spired his exploration. 

The idea fqr Hiller's Children be-

gan to germinate in 19115, when the 
then 30-year-old Posner was invited, 
along with four internationally rec-
ognized historians, to validate for 
the German magazine filmic the 
5000 pages of diaries and letters that 
Mengele's son, Rolf, had finally de-
cided to make public after his fa-
ther's death was conclusively prov-
en. 

It was Posner's first encounter 
with the child of a Nazi murderer. 
As he writes in the introduction to 
Ilitler's Children, "The conversa-
tions that June [with Rolf Mengelpl 
sparked my curiosity about whether 
other children of prominent Nazis 
felt the same as Mengele's son"—n 

complex range of emotions from con-
demnation to family loyalty. 

Many of Posner's 10 subjects have 
lived all their lives in n state of deni-
al to one degree or another, a state 

captured by Edda Goring's com-
ment:"I actually expect that almost 
everybody has a favorable opinion of 
my father, except maybe in Ameri-
ca."  Some of the children had no op-
portunity to confront their Nnzi fa-
thers, who died as war criminals 
condemned by the Allies. Others 
chose silence even in the face of sure 
knowledge. But a few faced the 
truth about their unsought legacies. 

One of the most moving stories is 
that of Dag-mar Drexel, the only 
child in the hook who knew nothing 
of her father's Nazi past until adult-
hood. Her father, Max Drexel, who 
served in an exemplary manner in 
the murderous Einsatzgruppen 
charged with the massive liquida-
tion of Jews and other civilians on 
the Eastern Front—is still alive; 
daughter and father are now com-
pletely estranged. 

But Posner says, "The most star-

tling incident happened when I was 
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