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Dear Professor Wrone: 

I too have read a lot of Kennedy assassination material. A 
year or so ago I reviewed a number of assassination books for The 
New York Times Book Review. In that essay I expressed my 
considerable doubts about many aspects of the case. 

So I didn't read Posner out of context. I don't know 
Posner. I don't know his publisher. I have no ax to grind. 
I have no emotional involvement. 

I read Posner in script and you know what my reaction was. 

You write a book on the subject. I'm always open to new 
evidence and have long since learned that my mind is always 
changing as new evidence comes to light. As you would know had 
you read my Nixon work, I call them as I see them. Even when I 
have to eat crow. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen E. Ambrose 

88 College Avenue 
New Brunswick. New Iersey 08903 

UNVEV5Iro O. NEW AMEN,  

RUTGERS 
Phone: (908) 932-8701 /870t3 

FAX: (908) 932-8708 
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 D

e
 a

 IS
I 

S
ir, —

 T
h

e ten
d

en
tiou

s h
ead

in
g ("

T
h

e F
alash

a 
fallacy"

) w
h

ich
 w

as p
laced

 over C
h

ristop
h

er 
C

lapham
's review

 (Septem
ber 10) of tw

o books 
about the F

alashas prejudges the issue. 
It sh

ow
s a cu

riou
s sen

se of p
rop

ortion
 on

 th
e 

p
art of you

r review
er to d

escrib
e th

ese p
eop

le, 
today few

 in num
bers as a consequence of accu-

m
ulated m

isfortune, as of "such historical insigni-
fican

ce". A
 p

eop
le w

h
o h

ave su
rvived

 for 2,000 
years, stubbornly adhering to their faith in O

ld 
T

estam
ent Judaism

, isolated and disadvantaged, 
deserve better than this from

 a professor of poli-
tics and international relations. If nothing else -
an

d
 th

ere is m
u

ch
 else —

 th
eir very existen

ce 
p

rovid
es a strik

in
g exam

p
le of th

e in
terp

lay of 
Jew

ish-C
hristian relations w

hich dem
ands intelli-

gent study rather than facile scorn. 
P

rofessor C
lap

h
am

 h
as sw

allow
ed

 h
ook

, lin
e 

an
d

 sin
k

er th
e argu

m
en

ts p
osited

 b
y S

teven
 

K
aplan (in T

h
e B

eta Israel in
 E

th
iopia) and Jam

es 
Q

u
in

n
 (in

 T
h

e E
volu

tion
 of th

e E
th

iopian
 Jew

s) 
that the F

alashas (or B
eta Israel as they prefer to 

b
e called

) are th
e d

escen
d

an
ts of an

 E
th

iop
ian

 
C

hristian schism
atic m

ovelnent dating to the four-
teen

th
 to sixteen

th
 cen

tu
ries, com

p
osed

 of con
-

verts to Judaism
 w

ho becam
e the forebears of the 

present F
alasha com

m
unity. F

ar-fetched as this 
theory is, it raises m

ore questions than it answ
ers. 

It claim
s th

at a gap
 existed

 in
 th

e con
tin

u
ity of 

Judaism
 in E

thiopia from
 the tim

e of its acknow
-

ledged presence in the A
sum

ite kingdom
, before 

th
e ad

op
tion

 of C
h

ristian
ity in

 th
e m

id
-fou

rth
 

century, until the appearance of this pro-Jew
ish 

schism
 in the C

hurch. N
o one has yet explained 

h
ow

 or w
h

y C
h

ristian
 p

roselytes sh
ou

ld
 h

ave 
taken such an eccentric step unless there w

as an 
existing com

m
unity —

 w
hich local tradition belie-

ves —
 to w

hich they could belong and from
 w

hich 
th

ey cou
ld

 im
b

ib
e th

eir religiou
s in

sp
iration

. 
T

here is, so far as I am
 aw

are, no legend or record 
to support the notion of this historic gap. 

K
ap

lan
 an

d
 Q

u
irin

, su
p

p
orted

 b
y you

r re-
view

er, h
ave assum

ed that certain practices (for 
exam

ple, synagogue design and m
usic) have been 

acquired from
 the C

hristian C
hurch w

ithout ask-
in

g w
h

en
ce th

ey origin
ally cam

e. T
h

e q
u

estion
 

w
h

ich
 req

u
ires exam

in
ation

 is w
h

o in
flu

en
ced

  

another. 
T

he Judaic custom
s in E

thiopian C
hristian cul-

ture, such as the dietary law
s, sabbath observance 

and circum
cision, w

ere introduced as a result of 
the Jew

ish foundation on w
hich C

hristianity w
as 

b
u

ilt. E
ven

 m
on

asticism
, on

 w
h

ich
 th

e au
th

ors 
p

lace great stress, h
ad

 a p
re-C

h
ristian

 Jew
ish

 
trad

ition
. It is sad

 to fin
d

 th
at you

r review
er 

should reach the "conclusion that the B
eta Israel 

aliyah
 of 1985-91 w

as derived from
 assum

ptions 
th

at h
istorical research

 h
as n

ow
 sh

ow
n

 to b
e 

m
istaken". It is m

ore probable that the historical 
research, far from

 being conclusive, w
as seriously 

flaw
ed. 

D
A

V
ID

 K
E

SSL
E

R
 

L
ovetts, B

ragenham
 Side, Stoke H

am
m

ond, 
B

uckingham
shire. 

	
 „g5a, 	

 
`L

enin's B
rain' 

Sir, —
 W

ith reference to P
hilip B

rady's review
 of 

m
y n

ovel 
L

en
in

's B
rain

 (S
ep

tem
b

er 24), I feel 
b

ou
n

d
 to com

e to th
e d

efen
ce of m

y tran
slator 

S
h

au
n

 W
h

itesid
e w

h
o h

as b
een

 b
lam

ed
 for th

e 
"cutting out of vital parts" of m

y text. D
elighted 

though I w
as to notice how

 m
eticulously M

rB
 rally 

com
pared the E

nglish and G
erm

an versions, the 
textual butchery w

as m
ine. Since I felt the rele-

vant passages w
ere self-explanatory elsew

here in 
the novel, and had posed particular problem

s in 
m

any of the other translations of the book, I chose 
to om

it them
 in E

nglish. P
hilip B

rady could not, of 
course, have know

n this, and I appreciate that m
y 

ow
n skills in neurosurgery are lim

ited. B
ut I m

ust 
stress that Shaun W

hiteside took no forays into 
that field and 1 stand by his translation. 

T
IL

M
A

N
 SP

E
N

G
L

E
R

 
Seeuferstras.se 37. D

-8193, A
m

bach, G
erm

any. 

T
he U

S and 
G

erm
an P

O
W

s 
Sir, —

 In his letter printed on A
ugust 20, Jam

es 
B

acque accuses m
e of not know

ing w
hat I think 

to h
im

 w
h

en
 h

e first sh
ow

ed
 m

e som
e of h

is 
m

a
teria

l fo
r h

is b
o
o
k

, 
O

th
er L

o
sses, 

w
hich 

ch
arges E

isen
h

ow
er w

ith
 d

elib
erately starvin

g 
on

e m
illion

 G
erm

an
 p

rison
ers to d

eath
. In

 th
e 

letter, I said
 th

at h
e h

ad
 m

ad
e an

 im
p

ortan
t 

discovery, and added, "Y
ou have the quotes from

 
th

ose w
h

o w
ere p

resen
t an

d
 saw

 w
ith

 th
eir ow

n
 

eyes". 
B

acque neglects to add that w
hen I learned that 

h
e 

h
a
d

 m
a
d

e u
p

 th
e q

u
o
ta

tio
n

s h
e u

sed
, I 

denounced his book. H
e also neglects to say that I 

told
 h

im
 in

 th
e letter h

e q
u

otes th
at, alth

ou
gh

 
th

ere w
as evid

en
ce of m

istreatm
en

t of G
erm

an
 

P
O

W
s o

n
 a

n
 a

la
rm

in
g
 sca

le, th
ere w

a
s n

o
 

evidence w
hatsoever to support his accusation of 

a m
illion

 m
en

 k
illed

. 
T

he m
an is a genius at getting his nam

e in the 
p

ap
er. B

u
t as Joh

n
 K

eegan
 righ

tly p
oin

ts ou
t 

(L
etters. A

ugust 27), no one believes the absurd 
ch

arge. T
h

e tru
th

 is th
at Jam

es B
acq

u
e h

as 
m

an
aged

, k
n

ow
in

gly or u
n

k
n

ow
in

gly, to p
erp

e-
trate a gigantic hoax that has done far too m

uch 
m

ischief. 

ST
E

P
H

E
N

 E
. A

M
B

R
O

SE
 

E
isenhow

er C
enter, U

niversity of N
ew

 O
rleans, 

L
ake front. N

ew
 O

rleans, L
ouisiana 70148. 

`T
heory in P

ractice' 
Sir, —

 I'm
 glad that w

hen D
. S., in the N

B
 colum

n 
for July 23, actually m

anaged to read som
e of the 

"
T

h
eory in

 P
ractice"

 essays in
 th

e in
au

gu
ral 

volu
m

es of th
e series, h

e fou
n

d
 th

e exp
erien

ce 
"

u
n

exp
ected

ly en
tertain

in
g"

, an
d

 even
 at on

e 
p

oin
t cau

gh
t on

e of th
e con

trib
u

tors esp
ou

sin
g 

sentim
ents that he had thought the series rubric 

had proscribed. H
e really should not be surprised. 

So sedulous is he to get the series to fit the niche he 
d

id
 expect, its apparent attack on the "indepen-

dent right to life" of literary texts, that the article 
is not above quoting scripture to suit its purpose. 

N
o m

ention is m
ade either of the editor's intro-

duction, w
hich for each text attem

pts to provide 
relevant biographical and bibliographical infor-
m

ation, or of the passages of close attention to the 
text in each essay w

here the opening theoretical 

-ea,- 	
 

`B
lack R

iders' 
Sir, —

 H
ow

 m
uch one agrees w

ith D
onald D

avie's 
claim

 (in his review
 of Jerom

e M
cG

ann's B
lack 

R
iders, Septem

ber 17) that "poetry's business is 
telling the truth". B

ut of course he know
s w

hat 
th

at m
ean

s. A
n

 in
evitab

ility of lan
gu

age, an
d

 
every really good poem

 possesses such an inevit-
ability, alw

ays tells the truth. T
hat, m

ore or less, 
seem

s to b
e th

e p
oin

t th
at h

is q
u

otation
 from

 
M

cG
ann is rather pretentiously m

aking. It is the 
point W

ordsw
orth m

ade about poetry that is "not 
inevitable enough", and C

oleridge w
hen he spoke 

of "the best w
ords" (that is the only w

ords for a 
given poetic context) "in the best order". T

erry 
E

agleton's claim
 that "w

e have begun to register 
the fact that if literature is concerned w

ith any-
thing, it is not truth or m

orality but fantasy and 
d

esire"
 is an

 in
stan

ce of th
e "

n
o-on

e-seem
s-to-

h
ave-n

oticed
-b

efore"
 syn

d
rom

e in
 L

it C
rit, in

-
tended m

erely to stim
ulate a w

ide audience into 
thinking that they live in stirring tim

es. 
E

veryone know
s about the role of fantasy and 

desire in poetry and literature, and how
 they lead 

us to D
avie's business of "telling the truth". F

or 
exam

p
le., L

ark
in

's sh
ip

 th
at is seek

in
g 'u

s, th
e 

"
b

lack
-sailed

 u
n

fam
iliar"

, is d
eath

 in
 a great 

poem
, and thus inevitable in term

s of that poem
. 

D
eath's real inevitability, and the random

 process 
of its com

ing about, is som
ething different, as the 

poet knew
 quite w

ell: but his poem
 can none the 

less lead
 u

s, via th
e secu

rity of lan
gu

age, to th
e 

true em
ptiness of the fact. O

therw
ise w

e m
ight, as 

R
ohert G

raves put it, "go m
ad no doubt, and die 

that w
ay"

. H
ousm

an's "nature", or his "tears of 
m

orning", suggest truth in a sim
ilar w

ay. B
ut of 

course, truth in poetry can be arrived at in m
any 

w
ays. 
A

ll th
is is o

b
v
io

u
s, a

s D
o
n

a
ld

 D
a
v
ie w

ell 
know

s, and m
aybe im

plies. I agree w
ith him

 that 
"It seem

s incredible that this should need to be 
said; and that professors of literature should earn 
their salaries by denying it". 

JO
H

N
 B

A
Y

L
E

Y
 

30 C
harlbury R

oad, O
xford. 
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"I cannot believe that any rational reader will finish Gerald Posner',  

book and still be persuaded that there was a conspiracy invoked in the 

murder of John F. Kennedy or that the assassination was the result ot 

any act other than that of Lee Harvey Osv,ald acting in solitary league 

with himself. This is a brilliant and meticulous analysis. With the skill 

of a good novelist, but a novelist possessed of the facts, Posner follows 

Oswald's tormented movements. He hilly convinces rile that Oswald ' 

acted alone when he killed Kennedy. Case Closed has helped lay to rest 

one of the great cultural and political scandals of our time." 

"Posner has done a great service, in the process proving that a single 

researcher, working alone, is always preferable to a committee. This is a 

model of historical research. It should be required reading for anyone 

reviewing any book on the Kennedy assassination. Beyond the out- 

standing job of research, Posner is a dramatic storyteller. The re- 

creation of Oswald's, and Jack Ruby's, personalities is wonderailly well 

done. This case has indeed been closed by Mr. Posner's work." 

"Case Closed is a deliberate, detailed, thoroughly documented, some- 

times brutal, always conclusive destruction of one Kennedy assassina- 

tion conspiracy theory after another. Posner shows them to be in sonic 

cases impossible, in others mistaken, in many dishonest, in all wishful. 

Yet the book's most important contribution may be Posner's thorough. 

dispassionate, yet rather sympathetic- account of the warped and miser 

able life of Lee Harvey Oswald. After his book, the case of JFK is 

indeed closed. Case Closed is important." 
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