51

HC S gRT SE EE D
Ww\a\ 4 \l\\ . 7 /

coon PTG

_\l I 20 i LN‘U 7215 iy
"y o JeM /
Hxx\.\wx\ Y1y Persvet et g o ERD

Ty IRt v A oy, ,

! _«:Jbﬁu ry- o FUOS Ciemy -

P muﬁ\uﬁ.__amu vl N = o RTLY
. : G Y kel Y FTe Tom

bt
7

\«\amm Sty /. o 2n i B \\Hx
. P ’ CALE ~
EL: ,\JQ —\..fﬂ. 272 c wvD hla)e o, c+/ e/ r& -
f Q.Nm Jli=- vy Mo s Vil 27 57 \\h
h\&c\ 200 T2 eV EY M0y

&>




pase e

\ P S ﬁLE\.\ J9n] \\uoﬁ%
i a u\®5 7YS Awes ayy s

\S\E\a 8 Upw gt JAYS s\x

Wy prMIY G A

Wi Sy, péjaira WonW Y /[

taououu! S_GEHQ 36\&

3&_30& \\Sm w\a\Q:\ b

T NSTSITMITI R bk e v

\
I 1 Ykt

ol

=42

a3

o VA

ragi




Jhis //c,/wrf’ Chows Aol f wovld Lo irpossibl 53
%1( d‘_ﬁwcrf‘d 6" Lua/f d’/f"/"{j aceoss f’hﬂf' Jixth I[:/oc)n

/Mémj 5;1'"1'—" 0t bDOU wouvld be A{/ Aenderarce.




i
m 5
u.l.fa
s
.3
- = s
< e
T e
Fol JIOHEIE  KOISSININOD
oy Yo
- p———
-t -
-
<~ .
— -
- e

e W




o
=T A

‘Comassion Brmmmrr 728 .

Comanissios Exammm 708

"-

B ;f/’)!fc ‘

por!

Sv

A

%

ar{fa

o

/o;'c
dea

that Oswald cou

747( /

fug?‘: Fed

pot havt palfes a’f'/'eczi?}/ acrosr

Hhe Sihh Flor as

buj Posrar.

Loty R A o

i : i
Y
ro_ b



et SR NE: o LT 1 I
Gl L - P '1‘?“_;,\;,1".'3‘% i 47&“?&3: 2

ComMissioy Wxmipir 782 = ‘Qv'j fa

|
! ‘i
', T !
Ay . 3
N A T
TN N
' \

CoaMission Exmm'r 738

i !
i {
f

A — T s 1

TAIS  Shows Hhe J?//!ﬁ{’/ Jm)a{r.’r Nt




57



To the doubtless reader, Posner's book Case Closed may be a plausible conclusion to the
assignation of John Fitzgerald Kennedy. But if the reader checks the credibility of Posner’s facts,
he will realize that Case Closed is nowhere closer to closing the case than others. In order to
prove a suspect is guilty, investigators must either obtain substantial evidence and or positive
identifications. Neither of which the Warren Commission had. To convict Lee Harvey Oswald,
the investigators had to alter the testimonies of witnesses and ignore legal procedures.
Throughout Posner's book, he never mentions any of this happening, but in fact it happened one
time too many. These events occurred when the attorneys would lead the witness on by giving
hints to the witness as what to say. This was also done by taking unaltered testimony and leaving
out important facts which would hinder their desired results.

One of the most notable instances cases of ignoring legal procedures is occurs in one of
the Warren Commission's interview with Helen Markham. The attorneys who w;are interviewing
witnesses had previous knowledge of the witnesses and wha; they would say. Knowing that Mrs.
Markham was a hysterical woman whose opinion could easily be swayed, the attorneys got her to
say what they needed with little effort. Mrs. Markham claims that she was a witness to the Tippit
murder because she was standing on a street corner near the scene of the crime(Posner 275).
Having witnessed the shooting, Mrs. Markham was taken to the line-up to identify the killer.
From her testimony, the Commission stated that she identified the killer as Lee Harvey Oswald.

But looking at the transcript of her testimony at the line-up we can see otherwise.
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Ball: Now when you went into the room you looked theses people over, these four men?
Mrs. Markham: Yes, sir.

Ball: Did you recognize anyone in the line-up?

Mrs. Markham: No, sir,

Ball: You did not? Did you se anybody-I have asked you that question before-did you
recognize anybody from their face?

Mrs. Markham: From their face, no.

Ball: Did you identify any of these four people?

Mrs. Markham: 1 didn't know nobody...I had never seen none of them, none of these
men.

Ball: No one of the four?

Mrs. Markham: No one of them.

Ball: No one of all four?

Mrs. Markham: No, sir.

Ball: Was there a number two man in there?

Mrs. Markham: Number two is the one I picked....Number two was the man I saw shoot
the policeman....I looked at him. When I saw this man I wasn't sure, but I had cold chills

just run all over me.... (3H 310-311)

According to Posner's view of the lineup,"There, she quickly selected Oswald" (Posner
275). Only in a footnote does Posner quote her actual testimony but conveniently leaves out
portions which contain the most significant importance, "But when asked if she picked Oswald out
of the line-up because of his clothes or face, she said, Mostly from his face....I told them I wanted
to be sure, and Iooked at his face, is what I was looking at, mostly is what I looked at, on account
of his eyes, the way he looked at me'(Posner 275).

William Whaley drove the taxi which picked up Oswald after his bus ride and dropped him
off about five blocks from his boarding house. Posner only mentions Whaley's involvement in

Oswald's flee from Dealy Plaza. He fails to discuss Whaley's testimony at the line-up.

..you could have picked [Osv ald] out without identifying him by just listening to him
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because he was bawling out the policeman, telling them it wasn't right to put him in line
with these teenagers....1 le showed no respect for the policemen, he told them what he
thought about them...they were trying to railroad him and he wanted his
lawyer....Anybody who wasn't sure could have picked out the right one just for that

(Meagher 257)

After reading only two testimonies of Lee Oswald's line-up, it makes no wonder how
almost all of the witnesses picked him as the killer. What is surprising is why some didn't identify
Oswald, perhaps they were honest witnesses who knew that Oswald wasn't at the scene of the

Tippit murder.

One of the most crucial aspects of investigating the Tippit murder is the time at which
things occurred. Oswald could have easily been acquitted by proving that there was no possible
way for him to have left Dealy Plaza, run inti; the witness, and shoot officer Tippit. The Warren
Commission proved this on accident only they don't parade their results around. Both Posner and
the Warren Report try to add as much time as allowable to Qswald's flight in order to prove that
he could have shot Tippit. Try they may, but to honestly add the times together gives a figure
that proves without a doubt that Oswald wasn't at the murder scene. But Posner recreates
Oswald's path using false times. He does this by shaving off a few minutes here and there froma
few witness' testimonies and completely disregarding others. The most obvious example of this is
when Posner doesn't account that T. F. Bowley looked at his watch immediately after the murder.
Bowley's watch said 1:10(CE 2003, p.11). This is five to ten minutes before the Commission had

stated possible for Oswald to even arrive to the scene. The Warren Commission, FBI, and the



CIA are just as much to blame because they never asked Bowley to testify. This more than likely
occurs because his time didn't match with what they needed to prove LHO's guilt. Since no one

else was completely sure of the time these groups felt that they would get away with this.
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Returning to some of the witnesses in the Tippit
murder, the lineups aren't the only problems with most of
them. Many of those whose testimony is relevant to the
murder are questionable at best. Having left his boarding
house at 1:03 or 1:04 PM, the estimate of the Warren
Commission, Oswald somehow had to make it nine tenths of a
mile in ten minutes tops, in order to be on Tenth Street by
the time Posner claims. Of course, this is already an
impossibility because the commission's own findings indicate
that this particular walk takes somewhere around seventeen
minutes and forty-five seconds, causing him to arrive much
later than T. F. Bowley's call to the police following the
murder. Needless to say, the commission did not call Bowley
to testify. “

William Whaley is the first of the witnesses from whom
it is difficult to attribute much credibility. During his
testimony he claimed three different addresses where he
dropped off Oswald (Whitewash 53). Also, as it seems the
case with most of the Tippit witnesses, he is not entirely
clear on what Oswald was wearing, mentally putting him in
either a grey Qr blue jacket. Both colors were incorrect
(Whitewash 53).

Following his departure from his boardinghouse, where
housekeeper Earlene Roberts says he appeared to be waiting

for a northbound bus (in the opposite direction of the
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murder, as stated in her affidavit), he walked roughly
southeast. This the commission had to establish in order to
get him anywhere near Tenth Street on time, in which they
faliled, anyway. Here Helen Markham, she of the infamous
lineup mentioned earlier, testified at one time
(inconsistent with her claims at others) that Oswald was
walking southwest to northeast, the exact opposite direction
that the commission and Posner want people to believe
(Whitewash 56). Posner apparently forgot to allot enough
time for Oswald to overshoot the scene of the murder and
then return.

Mrs. Markham's description of the killer does not
exactly reflect Oswald, either. She described him as having
black hair and wearing a white shirt and a white jacket.
Oswald's hair is brown and he was not wearing those clothes
at the time of his arrest at the Texas Theater (Whitewash
57). Judging from her condition after the murder, it is
perhaps understandable as to why her testimony wavered so
much. She was hysterical to the point that she was given
sedatives before her participation in the lineup, and she
also claimed that Tippit had tried to speak to her for some
twenty minutéa (Accessories 256). It is accepted that
Tippit died instantly from his wounds. Posner, feeling
sympathetic toward one of his star witnesses, decided to

reduce "sedatives" to "smelling salts" (Cabe Closed 275).



After removing two shells from his gun, which will be
discussed later, Oswald supposedly walked directly past cab
driver William Scoggins, who was eating his lunch nearby and
later identified Oswald in a lineup. Scoggins said he
witnessed the murder, but in actuality a bush was blocking
his view (Accessories 256). From here he reportedly walked
in the direction of the theater. Incidentally, the Warren
Commission inadvertently established in its findings that
Oswald, on average, walked a block a minute. However, it
took him thirty minutes according to their reconstructions
to stroll the five blocks from the murder scene to the
theater.

One other witness that the commission decided not to
call on was Johnny Calvin Brewér, a shoestore manager near
the theater. He described a man who later entered the
theater: "He just looked funny to me. Well, in the first
place I had seen him somewhere before. I think he had been
in my store before. His hair was messed up and loocked like
he had been running, and he looked scared, and he looked
funny" (Whitewash 60). Posner himself describes Oswald
through the entire time between the assassination and his
arrest as very calm, not the disheveled, out of breath
person that had just run the last many blocks as Oswald
should have been. Brewer was also left out of the Warren

Commission's proddings (Whitewash 60).
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The hallistics of the incident also have to be
explored. Five witnesses, whether eye or ear, claim to have
heard two or three shots. But the autopsy report is
missing, and the commission established Tippit's wounds as
four in number. This is in direct conflict with the Dallas
police report which siatea that Tippit sustained three
wounds, "one time each in the hand, chest and stomach"
(Whitewash 57).

Posner makes no attempt at all to explain why a man wvho
had just shot a police officer in plain view of other people
decided to stand there for a few moments to discard a couple
of empty shells from his gun. The shells were founds by the
two Davis women after "Oswald" had already "fled" the scene,
and along with two shells picked up by Domingo Benavides, it
would seem that four wounds may have been an accurate number
for Tippit (Whitewash 58). However, the police also located
an automatic casing which did not correspond with Oswald's
.38 caliber gun (Whitewash 58). Also, the other shells wvere
too badly mutilated to match to Oswald's gun (Accessories
258). Posner ciaims one of the bullets had matched well
enough with the gun, but apparently this is not true.

Another problem with the gun is why Oswald would have
elected to remove shells one at a time from his gun.

According to Harold Weisberg, Oswald's .38 appeared to have



an ejecting mechanism of some kind, which would
automatically eject all cases at the same time (Whitewash
58). Welsberg ponders why anyone with any intelligence
would deliberately remove shells one at a time. He states,
»...nothing could be more suspicious than the discarding of
empty shells at the scene of the crime. Nobody is that
stupid and nobody ever accused Oswald of being stupid.
Dropping the empty shells could be intended for only one
purpose, to have them found and identified" (Whitewash 58).

Perhaps the best question that could be posed to Gerald
Posner and the Warren Commission is this, in reference to
the commission's reenactments of Oswald's nonsensical flight
by Weisberg: "If Oswald had shot both the President and
Tippit, the one time he was really clear began within a
minute or two of the second shooting. He had left $170.00
in Irving; he had $14.00 with him. He was unseen for almost
a half-hour. When he had made his getaway, 80 far as he
knew and as the evidence shows, why would he have bottled
himself up in the blind alley of a theater?

"The answer of the Report is that he wanted to get
caught. Then why run?" (Whitewash 63).

Good guestion.

(14
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The Autopsy of JFK and Medical Testimony About Connally
Never judge a book by its cover. This statement has never been more true than in

the book Case Closed by Gerald Posner. If someone were to look at that cover they
might think that Posner had an airtight case in support of the Warren Commission
findings. However, anyone who dares to venture into this book realizes that it is full of
falsehoods and absurd theories. In chapter thirteen entitled "He Had a Death Look,"
Posner thoroughly demonstrates his lack of knowledge of the Warren Commission he is
trying vainly to defend. This is made evident in several ways. For example, on more than
one occasion Posner cites the wrong testimony. When he does find the correct testimony,
many of his references support no major claim, nor do they make a point of interest on
their own. A further illustration of his deficiency with the Warren Commission is shown in
the endnotes. Instead of making use of the testimony available in the twenty-six volumes
of the Warren Commission, Posner conducts his own interviews in 1992. He cites these
twenty-nine year old recollections sixty-four times in chapter thirteen alone. Perhaps
Posner forgot that "[t]estimony closer to the event must be given greater weight than
changes or additions made years later, when the witness's own memory is often muddied
or influenced by television programs, films, books, and discussions with others" (Posner
235). Aside from Posner's well-demonstrated shortcomings, there are many aspects
relating to the autopsy of President Kennedy and the treatment of Governor Connally that
deserve to be examined carefully. Itis important to begin at Parkland Hospital in order to
establish what treatment Kennedy and Connally received. This reason for this is shown in
the examination of the neck wound which was covered by the tracheotomy procedure to
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facilitate the President's breathing. From there, it is interesting to see how Kennedy's body
was taken from Dallas, Then comes the autopsy itself. The autopsy brings many
speculations and doubts. Many of these have a great deal of credibility and should be
given careful consideration.

After President Kennedy and Governor Connally were shot in Dealey Plaza at
approximately 12:30 central time, they were immediately taken to Parkland Hospital. At
Parkland, Connally was treated for five gunshot wounds by Drs. Robert Shaw, Charles
Gregory, and Dr. George Shires. Connally received what was considered an entrance
wound to the back with the exit wound being just below the right nipple. Connally also
had an entrance wound on the anterior side of the wrist and an exit wound to the dorsal
side of the right wrist. The last wound was to Connally’s left thigh. According to
Parkland doctors the bullet that caused the thigh wound barely penetrated the skin and fell
out on a stretcher in the form of Commission exhibit 399. Darrell Tomlinson, the
hospital's senior engineer, testified to the Warren Commission that he was not sure which
stretcher the bullet fell off of, but it could only have fallen off of the stretcher that
Connally was on. When Posner tries to make this point on page 294 of Case Closed, he
cites pages 49, 56, and 130 of volume 6 of the Warren Commission. However, the
testimonies on pages 49 and 56 belong to Doctors Jenkins and Jones respectively. This is
one of several instances were Posner should have checked his sources. The bullet that fell
off the stretcher raises the question of how a bullet that was barely able to penetrate the
skin wait until Connally was on the stretcher to fall out. If the bullet were going to fall
out, one might believe it would have fallen out when Connally struggled out of the limo
and then collapsed into the arms of a Parkland Hospital doctor. The bullet responsible for
the chest wound shattered approximately 10 centimeters of Connally's fifth rib. The
shattered rib caused a collapse of Connally's right lung.

While Connally was being attended to, a desperate struggle was being fought in
emergency room one. Drs. Charles Carrico, Ronald Jones, Malcom Perry, William Clark,



Charles Baxter, and Marion Jenkins were the ones who attempted to keep President
Kennedy alive. They immediately performed the tracheotomy to give Kennedy an airway.
Those doctors were the only ones to see the neck wound before it was cut over. Ata
news conference Iater that day, Dr. Perry is asked the question, "[w]here was the entrance
wound?"(news conference 11/22/63). Dr. Perry answers that question by stating,"[t]here
was an entrance wound to the neck. [a]s regards to the one on the head, I cannot
say"(news conference 11/22/63). To clarify this he was asked what direction the bullet
responsible for the neck wound took. Perry responded with, "It appeared to be coming at
him"(news conference 11/22/63). These statements not only contradict the findings of the
autopsy, but the results of the entire Warren Commission. This also provides an example
of Posner distorting a quote. Posner says, "Dr. Perry said in response to a question that
the throat wound he saw ‘appeared to be an entrance wound™(Posner 305). According to
Posner, "[t]he doctors had worked futilely for more than twenty minutes"” (Posner 292)
before it was determined by Dr. William Clark that the head wound was so great that
Kennedy could not be saved. President Kennedy was pronounced dead at 1:00 central
time. On page 309 of Case Closed Posner quotes Dr. Perry as saying, "I don't think any |
of us got a good look at the head wound"(Posner 309). Apparently, Dr. Clark got a good
look if he was able to determine that Kennedy was unable to be revived. If none of the
doctors got a good look at the head wound, then how can anyone take the doctors
descriptions of the wound seriously? It is hard to believe that after twenty-nine years
someone can remember something they never had a good look at.

As of November 22, 1963 the assassination of the President of the United States
was not a federal offense. For this reason the body of President Kennedy should have
remained in Texas for an autopsy. There was a Dallas justice of the peace present at the
time the President's staff was trying to take the body, but he did nothing but watch another
crime be committed. Posner claims that Dr. Baxter told him he authorized the body's
removal for two reasons: "One, the President was above state laws. And second, Earl

89y



was sort of a sensationalist, somebody always on the fringes, and I did not want him to do
that autopsy. Earl was experienced and good, but I am sure he would have missed points
that have since come up"(Posner 295). Both of these points made by Dr. Baxter prompt
questions. First, who gave him the authority to interpret the law? Secondly, what right
allows him to determine who does the autopsy?

Mrs. Kennedy was given the choice of what hospital was to perform the autopsy.
She chose Bethesda Naval Hospital because Kennedy had been in the Navy. A team of
three doctors were chosen to perform the autopsy. The head of the autopsy team was Dr.
James J. Humes. At that time Humes, 39, was a commander in the Navy. Commander
Humes chose J. Thorton Boswell to be his assistant. Army Lieutenant Colonel Pierre A.
Finck was selected to round out the autopsy team. Posner claims that Colonel Finck "had
never done an autopsy involving a gunshot wound"(Posner 300). This is not only
incorrect, but it is way off the mark. In volume 2 page 378 of the Warren Commission
Finck testifies that between the years 1955 and 1958 he performed nearly 200 autopsies.
He stated that many of those involved trauma "including missile wounds"(WC 2H 378).
Later Finck served as Chief of the Wound Ballistics Pathology Branch of the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology. In this position, Finck testified that he had reviewed 400
cases involving gunshots. Not only was Finck certified in anatomical pathology (1956),
but was certified in the area of forensic pathology in 1961. Despite this Warren
Commission testimony, Posner states that "[n]o forensic pathologist was included on the
team"(Posner 300). Humes' qualifications are stated at the beginning of his testimony
which is found in volume 2 on page 348. Posner also neglects to mention that although
Commander Humes did not have extensive experience with gunshot wounds he did
complete a course in forensic pathology as part of his training: There is no reason for

~ Posner to leave out this information. If he is trying to "close" the case, then he would

want to make the doctors look as impressive as possible in order to make the autopsy look

credible,



According to Dr. Michael Baden there are "two very different types of autopsies
available. There was the usual hospital one, which is what the President received, and
there was the forensic one"(Posner 300-301). There are many peculiarities surrounding
the autopsy. Dr. Baden comments,"[a] lot of things weren't done, such as inspecting the
spine, dissecting the neck organs, tracing out the bullet tracks, and inspecting the
clothing"(Posner 303-304). The failure to shave the head in order to examine the head
wound was another crucial procedure not performed. Another unusual fact was that the
autopsy only took just over three hours. A thorough autopsy should have taken several
days. This was not the autopsy of a nobody found on the side of the street, but a
president. Posner claims that Humes was in complete control of the autopsy and took
orders from no one. If this were true then why were so many things omitted from the
autopsy? According to Colonel Finck there was more than one person giving orders
"because there were others, there were admirals"(Weisberg 235). Finck also testified that
"when you are a lieutenant-colonel in the Army you just follow orders..."(Weisberg 235).
What Finck says here is crucial because he was under oath when he said it. This means
that Finck either committed perjury, or the autopsy was not all it was made up to be.

To begin the autopsy Commander Humes ordered that 14 x-rays and 52
photographs be taken. Colonel Finck, who arrived late, realized x-rays had not been taken
of the entire body and ordered that it be done. Posner would like us to believe that Earl
Warren was the only one to see the x-rays because Robert Kennedy hid them to protect
the family. Posner must have overlooked executive session transcript of 1/21/64 in which
Mir. McCloy asks "[t]hey talk about the colored photographs of the President's body -- do
we have those?"(executive session 1/21/64). Mr. Rankin replies, "Yes, it is part of it, a

small part of it"(executive session 1/21/64). This shows that the Warren Commission did
have access to the photos. There was another strange occurence surrounding the x-rays.
Years later when the Clark Panel reviewed the neck x-rays they found that "several small
metallic fragments are present in this region"(Weisberg 592). This finding is of profound
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importance. If one considers that Commission exhibit 399 was not fragmented yet caused
the wound to the neck, then it would be reasonable to expect that there would be no
fragments in the neck. Commander Humes even testified that there were no fragments in
the neck. This means that either Commission exhibit 399 is fake, it did not cause the
wound to the neck, or Humes committed perjury as well. Yet another interesting
observation relating to the x-rays pertains to the back wound. Posner says that the Select
Committee determined that there was "a stress fracture to the first thoracic vertebrae"
(Posner 307). However, the Clark Panel found "no evidence of fracture of either scapula
or of the clavicles, or of the ribs or of any of the cervical and thoracic vertebrae"(Weisberg
592). This is also significant, because if there was no fracture of the vertebrae then there
would be no severing of the nerve to cause the Thorburn Reaction. After considering all
of the above evidence Posner should not have come to the conclusion that these panels
"confirmed the autopsy results and the Warren Commission conclusions"(Posner 304).

It was determined that the size of Kennedy's back wound was 7 x 4 mm. Humes
testified that the wound was located "approximately 6 inches below the top of the collar
and 2 inches to the right of the middle seam of the shirt"(WC 2H 365). This location is
supported by notes written by Special Agent Bennett. These notes were written before
doctors had even noticed the back wound. In the notes Bennett says, "I heard a noise that
immediately me of a firecracker. Immediately, upon the supposed firecracker, looked [sic]
at the boss's car, At this exact time I saw a shot that hit the boss about 4 inches down
from the right shoulder"(Commission Exhibit 2112). As with the neck wound, there are
several problems surrounding the back wound. First, the doctors did not use a fixed point
like the midline of the skull, but they used the mastoid and acromion process. Perhaps the
autopsy doctors should have consulted with the people in Dallas who performed Oswald's
autopsy. They actually used the midline of the skull. Another botch on the part of the
Warren Commission is found in exhibit 385 and 386. Both of these drawings show the
back wound as being closer to the base of the neck. Through the testimony listed above it



is obvious that this can not be true. It was later revealed that these drawings were made
without the benefit of the photos of the body. As discussed earlier, we know that this is
not true. Posner once again illustrates his wisdom when he says, "measuring placement of
the holes in the clothing is not an accurate means of determining precisely were the bullet
entered the body"(Posner 305). However, on the following page Posner v;rants to support
the House Select Committee by saying, ". . . it also examined JFK's clothing, which
confirmed the direction of the neck shot"(Posner 306). He wants to interpret the evidence
in a manner that supports his theories, even if it means contradicting himself on
consecutive pages. It does not take a expert of the Warren Commission to figure that one

out,

As previously mentioned, the neck wound was cut over at Parkland Hospital.
However, the wound was measured as 3 x S mm. If this wound is compared to the wound
to the back it can noted that the neck wound is smaller, and by definition, an entrance
wound. As noted earlier, Dr. Perry agreed with this in the news conference. This wound
definitely establishes that the case is not "closed." In an effort to support his theory,
Posner uses a reconstruction of the neck shot conducted by Dr. John Lattimer. Posner
states that Lattimer is a physician, but there is no mention that he is also a ballistics expert.
This is the same man who shoots bullets through two feet of elm wood with no damage to
the bullet. In the section describing the recreation, it does not say whether or not Lattimer
used the same copper jacketed ammunition Oswald supposedly used. There is also no
mention of the type of rifle used to do the shootings.

The head wound, like the others, raises many questions and speculations. Posner
seems to think that "the head wound was a textbook example of entrance and exit for a
bullet. Once again making reference to Commission Exhibit 386, it is not possible for a
shot from a sixth floor window to hit at that point in the back of the head and then cause

an exit wound of to the right side. The wound measured approximately 6 inches at its



1))

largest diameter. It was caliulated that Kennedy lost most of the right hemisphere of his
brain.

There are several other miscellaneous observations surrounding the autopsy, such
as the infamous exhibits 385 and 386 that are insults to the intelligence of Americans.
These drawings were produced under the supervision of Commander Humes. They were
put in the Warren Commission because the x-rays and photographs were not going to
added. It is also interesting to note that Commander Humes burned his original autopsy
notes because they had blood on them. Although he claims to have copied them verbatim,
he should not have been allowed to burn them in the first place. The autopsy of an
assassinated president was written from memory without the benefit of x-rays or
photographs. This just further demonstrates how poor the autopsy was. This caused
discrepancies between the Warren Commission and the House Select Committee which
noted that the back wound was misplaced by 2 inches and the head wound was off by 4
inches. Throughout the chapter Posner tries to make Robert Kennedy the cause of the
major faults of the autopsy. He claims Robert Kennedy was responsible for speeding up
the autopsy and keeping the x-rays and photographs. These accusations have no truth to
them. Robert Kennedy had no authority to do either of those things, and had Humes
exercised the control he claimed to have it would not have mattered. Had Robert
Kennedy sat on the materials from the autopsy he could have been taken to court for
hindering an investigation into the assassination of a president.

The autopsy of President Kennedy is crucial to the overall assassination for several
reasons. First, by examining the evidence it can be shown that the single-bullet theory is
false. The autopsy can be used to establish a shooter from the front. By making use of
the facts given above it can also be shown that there was either a cover up pertaining to
the autopsy, or there are doctors who need to be prosecuted for perjury. Posner may also
want to reconsider his claim to have read all 26 volumes of the Warren Commission.

After wading through the lies and distortions presented by Gerald Posner and the Warren



Commission it is fitting to conclude with a quote from Emerson concerning the truth.
"The greatest homage we can pay to truth is to use it." Perhaps Posner makes a better
statement in his preface of Case Closed when he states "[t]he only casualty is truth.”
Hopefully in the future Posner will not make a casualty of truth, but pay the homage he
has neglected for so long.
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AbUsiugHL LUNCTELON.

3? : % Even for high milltary muckty-mucks, hardened as they may be
the consequences of war, there would seem to be no Joy in watching
dissecting of & humen body, not ordinarily, anyway, not for normal
fple. Nor does it seem that medical personnel would find pleasure
watching the teking apart of & President. Surely most normal people
guld prefer to avold so gruesome an examination, especially because it
# made on the corpse of a murdered President.

s Nor were these high-ranking military personages required as of-
ioisl observers, The Secret Service served that function.

Finck departed from strict truth (p.52) in claiming that "The
bom was crowded with military and civilien personnel snd Federal agents,
soret Service agents, FBI agents ..." The only "eivilisns" permitted
gh the autopsy room were the "Federal sgents™. Other than these agents,
sspite Finck's claim, there were no civilisns there during the autopsy,
he military having seen to that. "They posted a military guard and ex-
uded civilians. i

- Finck did scknowledge he did not have "to take orders from this
irmy general that was there directing the autopsy ... becsuse thers
pre others, there were asdmirsls.”

"Admirels?" asked Oser, to whom I had glven the names of two.

"Oh, yes," Finck expanded, "there were sdmirals," adding in at-
tempted self-defense the Eichmsnn/Nuremberg concept utterly irrelevant
In the United States and in a medico-legsl functlon, Mand when you ar
.;liautanant-colonel in the Army you just follow orders “i.."? "

b Now, it hoppens that the sll-anticipating military establish-

ent did entlcipate medico-legal needs. The specific and written orders
ond directions, specisl regulations and sn entire Armed Forces Institute
bf Pathology menusl on "The Autopsy", do not include being told what to
do and not to do for politicel purposes, real or fancied,

Finck continued (with no omiesion in quotation), "and st the

a! y

? > nd of the sutopsy we were told - as I recall it, it wes by Admiral

j Konney, the Surgeon General of the Navy - this is subject to verifica-
re fon - we were specifically told not to discuss the case," to which he
r bdded "without coordination with the Attorney General."

That never-ending effort to blame the Kennedys!

] (Although the Navy declined to be helpful when the admiral's
name first appeared in news accounts of the New Orlesns testimony &s
"finey" and thereafter wes veriously spelled, Paul Hoch checked three
standard sources. The 1968-9 edition of Who's Who in America reads:
"born 2/19/04; M.D. U.Cin. 1929; advenced through grades to rear adm.,

oes 1957; surgeon genersl of the Navy, 1961-5; reer admirasl, ret., pres-
8 tantly Dir. Med. Edn., N. Broward Hosp Dist. Office address: 1600 S,
on Andrews Av., Fort Lesuderdsle, Fla." The Fort Lauderdale telephone-
na s book listing of Edward C. Kinney is Middle River Drive. The New York
ifimes for Januery 28, 1965, announced his plans to retire on page 11,
k column 5. )
ﬁ;ggt Throughout his testimony, reluctant as he was to admit 1t end
[ herd as Shaw's lawyers tried to testify for him, to come to his rescue
! when he was pressed and did not want to admit what was demaging to the
l f official account of the Presidentlisl sssessination, Finck nonetheless
| was forced to ascknowledge that the nature of the exemination made end
!uho not made was not determined by the requirements of the law or regula-
| tion but by direct orders given on the spot by top brass.
1ere Important as was the tracing of the path of that magical Bullet
id 399 through the President's body to lesrn if, in fact, there was any
iher bullet thet di4 or cculd hsve tsken this guesged-at fsth Finfk r:“flly
| 38 g2misves tne Z.974rt asrs croerss nit to 2o tals cSwicusly nesssssny
| elry (2020, 00 0ietpantie®i2/2,27:2,3,22-2). Flrez o= ::_f:_rf_izsxg
i cexr 4y e s tr: 850, 82387 IAT ERCLDIE 3T TEIEATEC
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bl l L und 845 being Lhe I'residenl’s Lie und at Lhis time move for their udullsslon
m‘ Heiidence. ' L Y

al o R S

‘J‘CHAIRMAN It may be admitted. N e ' -

fi %lnrtlcles of clothing referred to were mmke "Commlssion’ E*cl‘ilblts
NUR ;' 34894 and 3806 for ldentification, and recelved in' evidence.) ‘
Srmfrmn. Taking 393 at the start, Doctor Hurhes, will you desctibe'for
.n( e@';brd what hole, if any, is observable in the back of that ‘garment whlch
L 0+ Bludibe, at or about the spot you have descrlbed as belng the point’ of, entry

J[h"' an e Tl & l"-|(...

lI,’maslde:ll:'ﬂ back or lower neck. "

‘“:“A"‘ 'ander Huiree., Yes, sir. This exhibit ls a grey sult. coat’ stated to
a1 “ f &en - worn by the’President' on the day of his death. ' Situated 'to''the -
-l PR IE bhthe ‘midline high In the back portlon of the coat is a defect, one’ mnrgln v

iy ‘lch Is semlieircular.
N uated above it just below the collar Is an addltiannl defect. It is our
lonlthat the lower of these defects corresponds ‘essentially wlth tha poiut
T i rauce of the missile at Point C on Exhibit 385. X
In! SPEOTER Would it be accurate to' state that the -hole which” you huve
lﬂed as belng the point of entry id approximately 6 Inches below, the top
.m-l.: coﬂni- and 2 Inches to the right of the middle seqxll of the coat" o
mapder Humes., That Is approximately correct slr Thls defect I might
Entlnues on through the material. '~ " [
a}héd to this garment 1s the memorandum which states thut one halt 'of
i-l fi rea around the hole which was presented had been removed by .experts,
gt )i l"at'tl:le Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon, ‘and also that a control area .
‘ I‘nzain';trou.x under the collar, so It is my interpretation that this ‘defect ‘at
opgof, tﬁls garment Is the control aren taken by the Bureau ‘and that the
ﬂ(]a ?Wer defect Is not more clrcle or oval in outllne is becauae’ A’ por-
il {-ﬁg' at. {efect has beén removed appnrently for physlcal a'caminatlona.
P crrms Now, does the one which you have descrtbed as the entry of the
n-llt_l o n11 the way through?” e
ayde “Humes. Yes, sir; it goes through both layera <y
pROTER.. How about the upper one of the collar you have descrlbed does
ik :‘U nu;t e way through? Frgd b
Y anglefr'HUMEs Yes, sir; it goes all the way through It ll no —-~walt a8
" Q, e;‘gnse me—it is not so clearly a puncture wound as the one below.
nﬂ.‘. m'u'jrn:a Does the upper one go all the way through in the same course?
| an'de{r Huumes.. No. e o et ok et
gcTER. Through the innér side as it weut through the outer slde? - &
r Humes. No, in an irregular faghion. : S '
gr' Will you take Commission Fxhibit 394 and de«tﬂbe whn'l that =, .
please? ?
mander Huwses. This is the shirt, blood-stained shirt, purportedly worn*
--)f i e President on the day of his assassination. When viewed from belind
: polnt‘which corresponds essentially with the point of defect on the jacket
mu ees an irregularly oval defect.
iT: vlewecl anteriorly, with the top button buttoned two additional defects
erl, " Of course, with the shirt buttoned, the fly front of the shirt causes two
“’0[ eloth to be present In this location, and that there is a defect In the
ln,yer of cloth and a corresponding defect in the outer layer of the cloth.
: PECI‘EB Is there any obséervable indication from’the fibers on the front
;the 'shirt to Indicate in which direction a mlsslle mlght hnve passed
h' those two tears?
'a'ndgr Huues. From an examination of these defe«cm at thls point, it
pear thﬂt the missile trnversed these two layers from  within to the

- At . R VS w«n ww- N P Se—T R et i

yould it b.g accurate to state thaf the. hole in.the. back of. the.
i oximntef nchies beiow the QD “of the cllar and 2 inches to the
“Angi (i lf!l‘ﬂnl o S6a1M () he shirg?: -

= 1>
BT -'a r"Huses. That s approxlmatelysir i
LT !'Ec'r R. Now, how, if at all, do the holes ln the shirt and coat conform

365
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