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309 ANATOMY OF A FRAUD:
CASE CLOSED AS DISSECTED IN CASE OPEN
Gerald A. Ginocchio

Few books in the 30-year controversy surrounding the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy have received the kind of media
attention and effusive praise from respected journalists and historians
as Gerald Posner’s Case Closed. This book purports to close the case
on this tragic episode in our history. Unfortunately, Mr. Posner
accomplishes_this feat only by further distorting a record already
sullicd by the Warren Commission’s original work, not to mention the
groundless speculation of countlessconspiracy theorists. Case Closed
is, in fact, a monumental fraud, as amply demonstrated by Harold
Weisberg in his recently released Case Open. Students in this project
will participate in a meticulous dissection of Mr. Posner's book;
consider how this book, and Posner himself, gamered such unwar-
ranted attention and praise; and see what implications this episode has
not only for a resolution of this controversy but also for the integrity
of major institutions in our society.

Eligibility: Open tostudents willing tobuy, read, and study two books

and related materials.
Maximum enrollment: 20.
Anticipated cost: $45-$50, for books and study materials.
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In order to truly understand the events surrounding the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy on the day of November 22, 1963 one must
look closely at Lee Harvey Oswald. In the book Case Closed Gerald Posner
shows a picture of Oswald that is as much fabrication as it is fact.

Lee Oswald was born on October 18, 1939 in New Orleans,
Louisiana. He was born into a slightly below middle class family, which
had lost his father two months before Lee was born. The family included
his brother, Robert, and his step brother, John Pic. On December 26, 1942
Lee was placed into an orphanage along with his brothers (1). In 1944 the
family moved to Texas, and in May of 1945 his mother, Marguerite,
married Edwin Ekdahl. Stability was not to be found in the home until
1952 when Lee moved to New York with his mom. The family further
deteriorated when in January of 1950 John left for the Coast Guard and
then in July 1952 Robert left for the Marines. In April 1953 Lee was
ordered to go to Youth House for evaluation by a judge who ruled him
truant. While at Youth House Oswald was evaluated by Dr. Hartogs, the
staff psychiatrist. Despite claims by Gerald Posner that Hartogs “vividly
remembered Oswald eleven years later”(2), Hartogs admitted in his
testimony that he had forgotten evaluating Oswald until his own report was
shown to him by FBI agents (3). Upon seeing the report Hartogs testified “I
recalled everything” (4). Posner claims that Hartogs testimony shows that
Oswald is a born assassin. If this is true why is there no mention of the
words that would show violent potential in Hartogs’ report ? The only
words that resemble this behavior are the words “ passive- aggressive
tendencies” (5). There are other facts as well that discredit Dr. Hartogs

testimony. One is the great number of times Hartogs seems confused in the



hearing. This is shown by lines like “It contradicted my recollection” and “
I didn’t know I made this ambiguous recommendation” (6). These lines
alone show that Hartogs did not truly do as he said and * recalled
everything”. Another fact about Hartogs is that he was found guilty of
inducing a patient to have sexual relations with him during an appointment.
In the trial Hartogs was directed to pay 350,000 dollars to the woman, Julie
Roy (7). Does this fact alone not show that Dr. Hartogs is a man of
questionable character 7 Another witness who contradicts the picture
Posner tries to show of Oswald is his probation officer, John Carro. When
asked if he saw anything in Oswald to foreshadow violent tendencies Carro
testified, “ No, naturally I didn’t see it, and I would say that it would be
extremely difficult in order to be able to make that sort of projection or
prediction” (8). In the beginning of 1954 Marguerite returned with Lee to
New Orleans. In the fall of 1955, Lee enrolled in his eleventh school. He
continued to make mediocre grades and have few friends, probably due to
his constant moving. Lee turned seventeen on October 18, 1956 and joined
the Marines one week later. _

Two points in Oswald’s Marine record are the most important
concerning November 22, 1963. One is his training with a rifle,and the
other is his security status while an officer in the Marines. These two points
serve as a foundation to determine whether or not Oswald could have been
the lone assassin and if he was connected to the government in anyway.

One of the largest discrepancies in Posner’s book are his statements
regarding Oswald’s shooting capabilities. Posner makes the argument that
Oswald was a good shot and had a good deal of training while in the
military. However, as Weisberg points out in Case Open, the Marines

evaluated him as a * rather poor shot” (9). In Case Closed, Posner does not



mention Nelson Delgado’s testimony in reference to Oswald’s shooting
ability. This is despite the fact that he actually fired on the same range as
Oswald, only a few spaces down. In Delgado’s testimony he says,” he didn’t
show no particular aspects of being a sharpshooter at all” (10). Delgado
also testified that Oswald’s shots that were misses were also scored as hits
(11). These statements prove that while Oswald did get some training in the
firing of a rifle, he did not become efficient with it.

Also while in the Marines many events occured, as well as Oswald’s
behavior that raise questions about Oswald’s possible government relations.
September 12, 1957 he arrived in Japan and was based at Atsugi. While
stationed there Oswald shot himself in the arm playing with a .22 caliber
derringer. Despite the fact that he was to be court- martialed for carrying
an unauthorized gun, his proceedings were postponed until April 11, 1958.
Another possible signs of government intervention includes the fact that
despite the numerous reports of Oswald’s Russian behavior, his clearance
to handle classified information was never taken away (12). This is very
questionable, because at the time Russia was sending spies, etc. and defense
information was extremely classified so that no leaks would occur. This
brings up another blatant Posner lie in Case Closed. In Weisberg’s book
Oswald in New Orleans he explains Oswald’s clearance in the Marines and
quotes direct testimony. Oswald’s former superior officer, Lt. John E.
Donovan, testified that “ He must have had a secret clearance to work in the
radar center, because that was a minimum requirement for all the
men”(13). This is a direct contradiction of Posner’s statement that “Oswald
had the lowest security clearance ‘ confidential’ “(14). Another statement
that contradicts Posner’s is the testimony of Delgado. Delgado testified that

Lee had access to “ secret data” and that Oswald was placed in “ the silent



area. That is the war room”(15). These statements certainly raise some
doubt, at the least as to whether or not Posner’s statement about Oswald’s
clearance in the Marines is correct.

Oswald received a second court- martial for fighting on June 27,
1959. He was then given a dependency discharge for his mother. On
September 11, 1959 he was discharged from the Marines. Upon arrival at

home he began to plan for his defection to the Soviet Union.



Oswald’s time in Russia was not that pleasing as Oswald thought it
would be. Oswald worked as a metalworker in the Belorussian Radio and
TV factory. He was not happy because when he got to Russia he had told
the authorities that he was interested in studying economics, philosophy,
and politics. Oswald got his own appartment and it was pretty good for
someone with very little money. He liked all the attention he got for being
a foreigner. He wanted to be a citizen of Russia. He joined a hunting club.
He liked that at first but then he quickly stopped going. That was probably
because he was a horrible shot. Nosinko, a KGB defector told stories that
they laughed at Oswald because he was a horrible shot. They used to give
him some of there own kill so that Oswald would not go home empty-
handed. After a few months he got tired of working and became very lazy.
He did not enjoy Russia like he thought he would. One night a trade union
dance he met Marina. Soon after they got married. All the while Oswald
still did not like Russia any more and wanted to get out. He applied for
visas for him and his wife. They had to wait for a while before they got
them. Then they returned to the U.S. together.

Oswald’s domestic life is an important part of his biography it shows
what he had done in the many years before the day of the president’s
assassination. This includes what he does in his free-time, how his relations
are with his wife, and the people he associates with.

Oswald’s relationship with his wife was a rocky one. Marina his
wife, treated Oswald pretty good. A fact that is very obvious is that
Oswald loved to read. Ever since his childhood Oswald had been known to
read books. After he had come back from Russia he spent almost all of his
free-time reading books. He would go to the library after work and check
out a book to read. Marina testified that the books that he read were of a



historical nature rather than fiction or literature. Oswald read so much
that when it became late at night he would go sit in the bathroom and shut
the door so that he could read while Marina was sleeping. About everyone
who had lived with Lee and Marina testified that they had seen him reading
some kind of book. When Marguerite Oswald was asked “Did he read
books much while he was living with you,” she replied “Yes, he read
continuously. He went immediately to the library upon coming to the
United States. He read continuously. All kinds of books.” (Il. A1) Also
Robert Oswald was asked if he had seen Lee read any books and he replied,
“Of course, I have seen him 1ead various books. I never did see him read a
book-unless the covers-or perhaps if I picked it up-it didn’t indicate
anything about communism or socialism. He did like to read. He read
quite a bit. And by this, I have observed him to read anything from funny
books to novels, to westerns, the full scope. He liked American history. I
have seen him read American history a great deal.”(Il. B1) As you can see
these two witnesses are very pos tive about Oswald’s continuous reading.
Oswald’s relationship with Marina was sometimes rocky. He spent
alot of time reading so he did not spend that much time with her. Oswald
is said to have physically abused Marina often in Gerald Posner’s book
Case Closed. Posner makes it look like he had a horrible temper and that
when Oswald got nervous or mad he would hit Marina. But in reality
there are very few times where Oswald hit Marina. Marina testified that
Oswald did not hit her often. She points out one special time when they
were arguing about her going back to Russia. He wanted her to go but she
did not know why he wanted her to do that. He got frustrated and he hit
her. Another time she said he hit her was when she wrote a love letter to

her old boyfriend back in Russia saying how much she missed him and how



she wishes she would have married him. Something was wrong with the
letter so it was returned to the Oswald's residence. Lee found it and made
her read it aloud to him. After what he heard he was so mad that he hit
her. Posner says in his book “reactions to FBI interviews led to more
physical abuse of Marina.” There is no testimony of that beating.
Marguerite Oswald once saw Marina with a black eye and asked her how
she got the black eye. Marina did not tell her so she asked Lee. He
responded by saying it is none of your business. In the Warren reports
Marguerite is asked “Is there any other time that you recall that you saw
that she had bruises or a black eye? Marguerite responded, “No sir, that is
the only time.”(Il. C1) Lee’s brother Robert was also questioned on the
same subject. Robert was asked, “Was there ever a discussion in your
presence by anyone, including your brother and/or your sister-in-law, on
the subject of his having physically harmed her?” he responded, “No sir,
there was not.”(IL. D1) As you can see there are not that many instances in
which there was proof of harm done to Marina.

Oswald was also known to have attended right-wing party meetings
in some of his free-time. He is said to have been keeping tabs on the right-
wing activities and movements. He was very interested in General walker.
he did not like him at all. When Marina was asked if Lee disliked anyone
in the U.S. she stated General Walker. When Mr. Paine was questioned
about it in the Warren Report. Paine was asked, “ Confining the Senator’s
question to the meeting in April, he didn’t indicate in any way that he was
familiar with Walker’s attitude or activities?” Paine replied, “ He was
familiar with Walker. He knew who Walker was, there was no doubt about
that. We were talking about Walker.”(II. E1) Oswald did not like Walker



and that was very weird that he put so much interest and time into one man

and his party.




Lee Oswald: Government Relations

Was Lee Harvey Oswald an informant, agent, or in any way
associated with any United States Government agency ? The truth may
never be known because Oswald is dead and our government is not good
with the truth in regards to the assassination of John F. Kennedy. However
there is evidence that would lead the average American to believe that
Oswald had ties to the government or atleast received treatment
uncharacteristic of an everyday citizen. Lee Oswald had a place in the
United States government. The trick is to determine what it was.

The first instance of Oswald’s possible relations dates back to his
days in the Marines. There has always been speculation that Oswald had
something to do with the downing of the U-2 spy plane over Russia since
his defection coincides with timghen it was downed (Oswald had defected
to the USSR when the plane was @owned). This is mere speculation but the
fact that Oswald had been transfered to a base in Japan which was the sight
of the U-2 plane gives it little but some credence. More interesting is the
fact that Oswald had “Secret “clearance at the airbase. He was also trained
in Russian and spoke it fluently. Is this the normal training and clearance
of an at best average marine? :

Oswald, obsessed with Russia and it’s way of life, defected to the
Soviet Union in 1959. While in Russia he never renounced his U.S.

citizenship and had numerous contacts with the U.S. embassy. This is



strange activity from a defector. The strangest part of Oswald’s defection
is his subsequent return to the United States. After two years Oswald was
granted return and renewal of his passport. A more revealing factor that
hints at government ties was Marina’s arrival in this country. She was in
fact not eligible to even enter this country. * She could not have met the
requirements of the law” (III. A1). Marina would not have been able to
enter the country without government help. It would seem the government
had intervened but “ it can not be concluded that the State Department
might not have evolved some mechanism.” (IIl. A2) “But the law is clear;
she was not eligible for entry into the United States.” (IIl. A3) Marina
Oswald could not have entered this country without help. Who better to
help then the government. Another aspect of Oswald’s return that is
unusual is his receiving of a government loan to cover travel expenses back
to the U.S. despite his failure to meet one of the requirements. The
requirement states that to receive a passport a person’s “loyalty to the
United States Government is beyond question.” (IIl. A4) Does this sound
like the characteristic of a defector? The government said this aspect was
over looked because of “compelling reasons.” This “compelling reason”
could very possibly be that Oswald was desired back in this country, and
possibly by the government.

Once back in the country Oswald’s possible ties to the government
became more evident. Oswald was very active in Cuban propaganda.
Despite this “communist” activity Oswald’s name was never given to the

Secret Service. Oswald’s mother believed he was some sort of agent.

Robert Oswald stated that his mother had knowledge of facts in writing that

almost conclusively proved to her that Oswald was an agent of the CIA.

On one instance Oswald told Pauline Bates he was an agent. Why would
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Oswald say something like this 7 Because it was true and he felt no one
believe him?

It is possible that Oswald may have been an agent of the FBI. In a
Commission executive session Mr. Rawkin (actually Rankin) states that he
was informed by the Attorney General of Texas, Wagner Carr “that
Oswald was acting as an FBI undercover agent , and that they had the
information of his badge which was given as Number 179, and that he was
being paid two hundred a month from September of 1962 up through the
time of the assassination.” (III. B1) When asked were this information
came from, Carr stated from the “defence council of R.uby.” (IlI. B2) Isit
possible for Oswald to have been a FBI agent? Most critics believe that if
Oswald was a government agent then he was more likely one of the CIA.
In any case there is evidence that points to Oswald as an agent. There was
never a chance that Oswald would have been proven to be an agent. The
Commission would see to that. “Mr. Jaworski, of Watergate Special
Prosecutor, helped the Commission avoid any investigation of the Oswald-
informant rumor he thought “had some substantial information back of
tit”.” (1II. C1) It was clear Oswald would never be fingered as a
government agent. ‘

The Commission stated in it’s report that Oswald was not an agent of
the CIA or the FBI. They stated they had “access to the complete files.”
Infact the Commission only saw what they wanted them to see. Did they
see the truth? Weisberg stated it best by saying, “What did the Commission
expect, that any agency with which the presumed assassin of the President
had been associated was going to rush forth and claim credit for him or his

terrible crime.” (III. D1) It could not have been said better.
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Lee Harvey Oswald may or may not have been an agent of the
United States Government but questions have been raised. Will it ever be
known if Oswald was an agent? No, because the truth scares those who

have the power to tell it to the American people.
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il immediately because of the personallty
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ommendation as to the type of institution
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Dr. Hanroas. Yen; [ do that, elther a mental hoapital or tralning achool or
resldential treatment center, but 1 do not recall In this care what 1 recomimended,

Mr. Liznetzn. But you do reenll quite clearly that you did recominend, be-

caune of this boy's personality pattern, disturbance?

Dr. Hartoos., Yes; that he should not be placed In the communlity.
* Mr. Lienerer. Or placed on probation?

Dr. Hantoos. Yea; that Is right.

Mr. Lienerer. Do you reenll belng Interviewed on this question by the FDI?

Dr. HArro08, Yes,

Mr. Lienrrer. Do you remember approximately when they Interviewed you?

Dr. Hartoas. No; 1 don't know the date,

Mr. Liznerer. Do you remember that you told them (he same thing, that Im,
that you recommended Inatitutionnlizing Oswald s a result of hls psychlatrie
examination which Indlcated that he was potentinlly dangerous?

Dr. HArto08, Yes.

Mr. Lieperer. Would you tell us how you firat beenme aware, after the assas-

‘sination, that Lee Oswald was a child with whom you had had previous

contact?

Dr. Harroos, The first time was, I read It In the newspaper, Justice Kelley,
you know, Florence Kelley, made a statement to the press that Oswald had
been In the Youth House, and she revenled detnlls of the psychlatric report
which Immediately made me aware of the fact that I was the one to examloe
the child, because this was my wording,

Mr. LizneLer. Do you remember the wording?

Dr. Hartoos. For Instance, Inciplent schizophrenin, I think she used; poten-
tially dangerous is something which I use. These are some of the expressions.

Mr. Lienerer. These expressions ave pecullar to your particular type of work?

Dr. HArtoGs. Yes,

Mr. Lieneren. And not generally used hy othera?

Dr. Hartoos. And by me generally In dealing with chilldren.

Mr. lakngrer. IMd you keep the newspaper clipping by any chance that ln-
dicated this?

Dr. Harroas. No, no.

Mr, Lizseren. What did you do after you learned or became aware that
Oswald was a child with whom you had had contact?

Dr, Hartoos. I dldn't do anything. 1 didn't do anything, but the New York
Times sent a reporter, and he guestloned me on whether I was the one to ex-
amine this child, becnuse they read It, and I enld that I (id not know for
sure, but 1t 1s possible.

And what happened then? Then very soon the FI} came In here and sald,
“You are the doclor who exnmined Oswald.” and Crom then on I know for sure
that it was me, because they mmst have read a report.

Mr. LieneLer. Now, np nutll the time that the FBI cnme and sald that you
were the doctor who intervlewed Oswald, dld yon still have some doubt in your
mind as to whether you had actunlly Interviewed the hoy?

Dr. Hanroos, I was not convinesd, 1 wus not sure, until 1 then reconstructed
everything in my mimd.

Mr. LaenerLer. As you have Indlented, hy reenlling——

Dr. Hantoos, That Is right, then 1 recalled everything,

Mr, LirrerLER. DIl you make any stntement to television people In connectlon
with this at all?

Dr. Hartoas, About Oswald?

Mr. Lienrrrn, Yes.

Dr. HArtous, No; on the day after I'resident Kennedy died, the television
people asked me to mnke n statement on televizion in genernl about why some-
body might kill the I'resident. 1 dld not mention nny wame. I dld not refer
to any Individunl. I Just mnde some genernl psychiatrie remarks as to what
kind of a person would kill the President.

Mr. LarneLeR. Do you reeall approximately what yon sald?

Dr. HarToas. That a person whe would commit such an nct has been very
likely a mentally dlaturbed person, who has a personal grudge agninst persons
In authority, nnd very llkely Is a person who In his search to overcome his own
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Mr. Lieneren. Wonld you rend the report and tell s If that s the report '
that you prepared at that thine?
Dre. Marroaa, Thot b rlght, that Is 1. Interesting.
. . Mr. Lapnmrer. Doctor, 1a sour recollecllon refreshed
report that youn mnade at that thae?
Nr. Flanrons, Yos, yos:

nfter looking nl the

that s the dinguosis, “personnllly prttern disturbanee
wilh achizold fentures and pnsslve—nggressive tendencies.” Yes,

Mr. LieneLen, Ou pnge 1, nl the very beginning of the report, you wrote nt
that flme, did you uot, “I'his 13-yenr-old, well-budlt, well-nonrlshed oy waa
remanded {0 Youlh House for (he Arst thoe on charge of (runney,”

Dr, Manpous, Yes,

Mr. Lieneien, O the Ingt page of the report there I noseellon eolilled “Sim-
mary for Probation OMceer's Report,” Is there not?

Dr. Hartoas. Yes.

Mr. Lazneren, And yon wrote there, ahout two or theet senfonces down, il
you not, “"We arvive therefore nt the recommendntlon that he ghonld he
on probation under the condifion that he seek help nmel guidanes theongh eon-

b tact with o child gnldnnee clinie, where he shonld he treated preferably by n
male psyehiatrist who conld substliuwte, to n cerinin tlegree ot least, for the
Inck of father flgnre. At the same thme, his motl ¢ shoulid be urged o seek
psychothernpentic geldance through contnet with n family ngeney. If this
plan does not work out favorably and Lee ennnnt soperale In (hin (rentmend
plan on an ountpatient bnals, removal from (he home nnd phveement conld be i
resnried Lo nk n lnter date, but It s onr definlte Impression (hal treatient on '

i probatlon should be teled ont before the sirleter aml (herefore persibly more

4 harmCul plnecment approneh Is npplied to the ense of this oy 2"

Dr. Hanroos. Yea. It contradiels my recollectlon,

Mr. LaEneLER. Yra,

plneed

As you now rend your report—nand It is perfectly under-
standable that It Is romething that might not be remembered 11 years nfler the
event ; 1 have no reeollection of what T was dolng 11 renrs ngo,
Dr. Harroos. T 4lld not know that T made this amblguons recommendntion,
| Mr. Laenerer. As you read (his repert and reflect on this report and on the
boy, Oswald, ns he s revenled through It, do yon think (hat possibly i may
have heen somehoily else that was Involved In the gemlnnre or nre yon convineed
bat It was Oswald?
Dr. Hartoas, No: that wns Oswald.
I Mr. Ligneren. That wns Oswald?
Pr. Hartons, Yes,

Mr. Lienerer. It wounld not appear from this report that you found any indl-
eatlon In the eharacter of Lee Oswald at fhat time (hat would lndiente this possi-
ble violent outburst, is there?

Dr. Harroos. I didn't wention 1t in the report, amnd T wouldn't recall IF nosw.

8 Mr. Ligngcen. IF you would have found It, you would have mentioned it in the
report?

Dr. Iarrogs. 1 would have mentloned It; yes. 1 Just lmplied It with the
diagnosis of passive-nggressive. It menns that we are denling here with a
roungrter who was hiding behind a seemingly pnssive, detnched faenide NEEres-

- #slon hostllity. I wenan this Is what I thonght was auite clear. 1 did not say
that he hnd assanltive or homleldnl potentinl,

Mr. Lieneier. And in fact. as we rend throngh the report, there Is o wention
of the words “Inciplent schizophrenie” or “patentinlly dangerous” fn the report.

Dr. Harroos. Na: 1 dow't know where she has It from, bul [hese e my words,
Luse it in other reports, but here It 18 not.

Mr. Lieneren. “Passive-npgressive tendenclea” nre tnirly common
rence, nre they not nmongst people?

Dr. Hantons, No; It Is not so common, It s the least common of the hree
personnlity tenite, It ls either n pnssive-dependent ehill or nn npgressive ehild,
andl there Is n passlve-ngegressive ehinl.,
COmmon.

Mr. Ligurier

n ocenr-

The pnaslve-nggressive one 1 the lenst

Would you deserihe for s hriefly whal the prussive-nggressive
tendencies are, how do they mnnifest themselves, what do they Indleate?
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nm Just initinlly a truancy sliuation, not
Ingquent behnvior.  No: [ would definitely
as—1 aluo have o boys whom we have
¢ defective, mentnlly retnrded, quite pay-
A oof mentanl Hiness, of disturbnnees that
than these displayed by Oswald: amd the
the court was cerialuly of a much more

ippear to you at that tline to be a real
[
ve prablems, but tme of the problems In
thix boy sentl 1o the New York Tralning
the fact Is that the New York Tralning
Alnguent boys who commit evimer, renlly,
tendly erbminnl hehavior ; nnd yon brand it
tneher beenuse he I8 under 10, You don't
mit of sehool. 1t Is for boys who commit
bt, Warwick did not have whnt thls boy
And that Ils why he was not sent to the
h I Warwick, for the more gerious boy,
tlon Lo pinee a boy away whoe comes in for
pussive dellngquent act. It Is not an act
w or does harm o other people. It Is an
wool rather than an nggressive neting out,
"r Injurying persons or other things. And

hnt we wanted plncement and the renson
} Instance wns beenuse althongh yYou may
Jere In always someone In (he community
| hesitnte Lo gl n hoy nwny it some plan
feourt n soctnl work feels that there Ia no
i the best of Instiiutlons that you can place

|

:r bl no fnther: he wasn't gelng (o school ;
v wns working with the family. He wns
Bevigion all day,  He wasn't mixing with
‘erted young man. Ile didn't want to go to
ing golng for him outside,

11 that, that his wether dldn’t show any

[3he didn’t want to cooperate and there
licer could hang my hat on to say, “Eeep
|other will see him through, between hls
I*here was nothing there out of the total
[*uteh to help him see these things through.
lnsons that prompted you to recommend
xtreme mental disturbance In the boy
'Jiqurn total of the environmentnl factors
!nnu]l'eﬁtntlons of mental disturbance or
that his particular type of truancy was
mt you many times run Into where the
| just go out—
know.
18 different because Oswald Just had a
ision?

Mr. Ligoesen, Or did you think that the fact that he had this different [’]

of trunncy wns a reflectlon of rome mort of mental dirturbance on Oaw
part, or wonld yon any that It wan juat ns much n functlon of environment,
environment thit he found himgelf in here in New York?

Mr. Carra, Well, I don't think there Ia any question In my mind that the.
wna an Inabllliy te adapl, to adapt from the change of environment. One of th
things that probably Influenced me In this is that | came to New York Clty when 1
wna 0 yenrs of nge and when I came here 1 dldn't spenk a word of English,
and I lived In what we cnll East Harlew, In an naren where there was a Puerto
Rlcan community within n Negro area, nnd 1 recall when I went to school
there were four Puerlo Rican boys in a clnss that was otherwise all Negro,
and 1 used to virtunlly ron home every day In the firat 2 months T llved In
the clty, hecnuge at nne paint or another the Negro hoys would be waltigg for
me outslde to tnke my penclls, my money, and anything that I had In my hands.

I remember my mother bought me n palr of skates and [ don't think I wns
downstalrs for 10 minntes w th the rkates—I don’t think I was down there for
10 minutes before they tnok them nway from me, And I just stayed upstairs
and waited for my mother at 0§ o'clock,

Then eventually 1 made friends with the other three hoys, and when somebody
took my books, one of the other boys atayed with me, nnd I fought with the
Negro boys untll things worked out—and, as I remember, things didn't work
out. I had to transfer to another school.

But [ ean see this kind of reactlon taking place. You meet the situations.
Either you meet them henad on or you retreat from them.

Now he apparently had one or two Incidents where he wns taunted over his
tnabllily to spenk the same way that the kids up here speak and to dress the
same way or even comb his halr—you know, here the kids wore pegged pants
and they talked In thelr own ditty-bop fashion. There Is no—that this kid
was # stranger to them In mores, culture and everything else, and apparently
he conld not mnke that adaptation. and he feit that they didn't want any
part of him and he dhin’t want any part of them, and he recmed self-sufficlent
enough at the time that T reeall that I asked him. He felt he wasn't lenrning
angthing In school and that he had other, more Imporiant things to learn and do.

Now, whether this was an artifice on his part, you know, n mechanlsm, I don't
know—but It didn't—let me say It didn't trigger any reaction on my part that
this wns symptomatic of a deeper emotlonal disturbance, I thought that this
was Just symptomatic of a boy who had chosen one way of reacting to a situation
that other boys wonld renct to in another fashion.

Mr. Lieserer. I understand that some statements have been made, based ap-
parently on the psychiatric reports or the observations of people who worked
with Lee Oswald here in New York when he was 13 years old, to the effect
that one might have been nble to predict, from seeing the boy at that tlme, that
he might well commit an act such ns the nssnasinatlon, or some simllar violent
act, Did you see any such Indlcation In Lee Oswald?

Mr. Carro. No; naturally 1 didn't see it, and I would say that would be
extremely difieult In order to be able to make that sort of projection or pre-
dlction. 1 have even, when I worked with the Youth Board as n atreetelub
worker, 1 worked in the street where we had no psychintrists nlong with us
and where we worked with mueh more psychotie nnd deeply disturhed boys,
who 11 kil remebody right along the line, possibly n conple of months Inter,
and even though, you know, the studles we hnve flone here In the city and
everything shows that there are a great many peaple who nre extremely dls-
turbed walklng around, nnd the crutch that just keeps them on thelr marginal—
what do you eall—on thls warginal living, where they just don't go out and
commit some violent act, that you don't know what it {8, what the factors are
that keep them from just blowing up or exploding nitogether.

I dkin't see any partlenlnr behavior that wouold say that this boy would
somedny commlit this act. 1 have seen It, let's say, In the Puerto. Riean youth I
am familinr with, the Negro youth, that sometimes they aseribe this to n crying
out of people to say that they exist and that they nre humnan belngs, and they
commit that violent act, Just to get their one day In the sun, the day when all
the papers will focus on them, and say, “1 am me. I am allve.”
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Ay, untll November 2, 1060, when | got

n A nfter you complel sl your tralning,
nreer?

rre dlschnrged 7
* o classiiled Information of any sort in
7

rar o Informntion, clnasified Information.
‘e nll hnd seeret clenmnees.  There wans
t eonden and challenges (hat we had to glve

i understand correctly the nature of your
room?

ma?

r screen would pick ap an aireraft, you

lentify Itself?

Is that you sent to the alrcraft requesting
mntion?

Fith the range capabllities of the radar
pnd so on.  You know, each site has blind-
|our blindspots nre and who covers us and
eeret, what outfit covers us and things like
|

pr—

®, that we can see. And as I say, the
re.

ench?

t?

Mteh them and where we can't catch them,
nen who worked with the radar sets knew

nt do they eall It now—authentication

hese charts?
h If we recelve an order nver the phone,
grdon me. That's the word. Let's say
I actually amounts to, he has to authent|-
same table or code In front of him that
il look It up In my anthentleation chart,
it not this man has the same thing I am
hour, see. There's no chance of It—and

jon, the code Itself would not be of ony
ichanged ?
) dny ; no.
* when you were atntloned at Santa Ann

t of 1069. He arrived at our outfit. I

i at the time, but Iater on we had—we
neb other quite well. This Is all before

|
|

Mr. Lienerer. This was In 1057 or 10687

Mr, Detaavo, 1068, And we had basle Interesta,  Ee lked Spanish, and he
talked to me for a while In Spanish or tried to, ad slnce nobudy bothered, you
know—I1 wna kind of n loner, myself, you know. I didn't assoclate with too’
many people.

Mr. Ligperen. 1low old were you nt that time?

Mr. Deraano. I was 17—18 yenrs of nge ; 17 or 18,

Mr. Lienerrr. About the snme nge ns Oswald ?

Mr. DEwaavo. Right. EHe was the snme nge ne T wos,  And nothing really de-
veloped untll I went on leave—oh, yea, At the tlme he wns—he was comment-
ing on the fght that Castre was having nt Slerea Madres nt the beginning, just
about the turn of 1950, When I went on lenve, It Just so happened that my
leave colncided with the first of Jamunry, when Cnstro took over. 8o when I
got back, he war the first one to see me, and he sald, “Well, you took a leave
and went there nmd helped them, and they all tonk over.” It was a big joke.

80 we got along pretty well, He had trouble In one of the huts, and he
got tranaferred to mine.

Mr. LiengLer. Do you know what trouble he hiad in the other hut?

Mr. Devgano. Well, the way I understand it, he wouldn't hold his own.
Came time for cleanup, and general cleanliness of the barracks, he dldn't want
to participate, and he would be griping all the time. So the sergeant that was
In charge of that hut nsked to have him put out, you know. BSo consequently,
they put him Into my hut.

Mr. LiznereEr. What were these huts? Were they quonset huta?

Mr. Deroano. Quonset huts, right.

Mr. LieneELER. And they served as barracks, right?

Mr. Deraano. Right.

Mr. LieseLrr. How many men——

Mr. DeroAvo. Each quonset hut was divided in half. Now, In each half lved
slx men, two to a room. They were divided Into two rooms with a bath room
ench slde, ench half of the quonset hut. I wns lving In one room. Oswald In
the other room. And then we had our barracks, we had qulte a bit of turn-
overs, becnuse guys kept coming In and belng transferred. Him and I seemed
to be the only ones staying In there. And we would meet during working hours -
and talk. He war n complete bellever that our way of ‘government was hot
quite right, that—I1 don't know how to say It; It's been so long. He was for,
not the Communist way of life, the Castro way of life, the way he was going to
lead his people, He didn't think our Government had too much to offer.

He never snld any subversive things or trled to take any classified Information
that I know of out or see anybody nbout It.

As 1 said to the men that interviewed me before, we went to the range at
one time, and he didn't show no particular aspects of belng a sharpshooter at
all,

Mr. LiengLes. He dldn’t seem to be particularly proficlent with the rifle; is
that correct?

Mr. Detoapo. That's right.

Mr. LiesELen. What kind of rifle did you use?

Mr. Dergavo, He had an M-1. We all had M-1's.

Mr. Liepecer. Carbine or rifle?

Mr. DevaAvo. The M-1 rifle,

Mr. Lieserer. Did you have them In your quonset hut at all times?

Mr. Detoapo. No, sir; we had them In the armory, In the quonset hut desig-
nated as the armory. And we went there perlodically to clean them up. And
at the time in Banta Ann, he was with me at one tlme——

Mr. LieseLer. Each man was asslgned a particular rifle; Is that correct?

Mr. DrLoapo. Yes.

Mr. laeneLEr. Did you have to use the rifles to stand inspectlon?

Mr. Devroano. That's right.

Mr. LieseLEr. Do you remember whether or not Oswald kept hils rifle in good
shape, clein?

Mr. Deraano., He kept it mediocre. He always got gigged for his rifle.

Mr., Liessrer. He did?
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jotfing in touch with you in that oity
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the Socimlist Workers' Party (19HS77)
‘ad 1t expedient to ignors the letter
i1s omission and the reason for simi.
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hought of 1n the light of Oawald's
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ning have led to a meaningful analy-

vidence that Lee Harvey Oswald had
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ild-lnlthntad correspondence and re-
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i0o the Commission. made no secret
ting community in Fort Worth reported
jas well recorded in letters, drafts
{fact, in public spaeches. A number
1Lums 16. They ars part of the Com-
jtay in New Orleans, the Oswalds went
jparticipate in d seminar, He unbur.
ot feelings. HMarina got a thank.you
k, of the Socisty of Jesus, in which
;s to your husband, too, for his good
13 we do not agree with him regarding

i all respect him for his idealism ,.."

ymunist Party and the Soviet Unien
;@9 of his notes in the sames volums,
‘“(IGHZBJ-th). For exampls, in Ex.
|"The Communist Party of the United
it has turned itselfl into the tra.

wer to overthrow ths govermment of
iname of freedom or high ideals, but
jlshes of ths Soviet Union .., (the
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ilst propaganda ,.. The Sovists have
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pelling improved,
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).
as one with "many personal reasons to
strust Communism ..." (L16H442),
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E s oft-mentioned notes on Russia, widely discussed but
vnquot::nlzithu press, are a narrative full of the kind of informa.
kion intelligsnce agencies, including our own, sesk about other
countriss, especlally the Soviet Union. It includes such items as
he location of an airport, the layout of & oity, and all sorts of
intimate detalls of the elsotronics faotory in which he worked, in.
eluding whet it produced, ita rate of production, the number of
employses engaged in verious pursuits and other such non-travelogue
data.

It i{s abundantly clear that the Report distorts and misrepre.
sentas the Comml!ulon¥! information on Oswald's politics, It bo:h
pays and implies the opposite of the truth, It pretends a man : o;e
hakred of the Sovist Union boiled in his guts was a protagonllln:
that politloal system and perpatuates a lle folsted off gn l? 2 0=
gent public by the pollce. In such a Report, by such a grn l;.on,
dealing with such a tragedy, this is ungurdontb 8, G:n"b i.u 2
any reason for this except a desire to "fool the publ : : mioht 0y
mors people, here and abroad, were willing to acoept wha ol
have otherwiss been unacceptable conclusions, how many were 4
eritical than they might have been of the Uumigllon.lbagauzt: : -
this pretense that Oswald had a "commitment to an;un a!: - a x,
somehow was an sgent of & hated political force? h‘t o; ::s
gludes that he was serving no foreign government and h: . : o
the agent of Bono (R21-2). But the Report repeats the lh’uld g‘v;
santation of Vswald's politlcs, The Commisaion inatead aho 24
inquired into who ersated and broadoast this deception and w -
what motives. ~As a result, the Commission's own motives are susp

Oswald's Marine Corps Service and Firat Passport

might
Oply in the light of what Oswald's politics really wWere
any .-ﬁaf be made oghhis relations with various agenoies of :h; :
U.S. Government, his trip to Russia, his defeotion, and his defec-
his defeotion.
) Sig: bu: h; days of his Hu;i:; Gorplton:t;g::gkh::m;i:tngép::(
tha if the penaltles o e courts
f?;ﬁ;ag?" O:Raid rocsivod 2 "hardship dischargs" s19K676!. lihi:tm
was & alear fraud about which neither ;:;’Hurino orps nor any
3 b ever did anything. ?
;ovorg:::‘ :ﬁ:ngiz pages of p{otocopiau of Oswald's z:rigo 3o:z;
record reproduced at one point in the 26 volumes of llr‘:gl..‘t
axhibits (19H656.768), but that record ia incomplete in
ot.
it m;gg: :::E:i of documents shows Oswald enlisted on Oatgbar au}
1956, Hs was twice court-martialed, once for the dream oft-nsargo
mnny'ex-aorviceman and once for an even more wnusual d!pl: :::stod
regulations, The sscond breach,in non-military langgzge. onsi
of swearing at a pon-commissioned officer and Eus:uth nﬁl
gouri By B ﬁim E" " .2::§a:gag“:: iggssloo rznn and four
Japan”. a was »
w:iz; a:m;:;a 1:gor, the uooo:d pariiwaigzdhzg g:::ig:::toﬁaiggilo
. b than six months earlier -
g::‘::::dant:;;y shooting himself with his own loaded .%i-;iiig::
plstol, possession of which was prohibited, The 5enurg e
found this injury "was incurred ln 1ine of duty and no E;o e
misoonduot". His sentence was 20 days at hard labor, ;‘:d ks
reduction in rank to privats, with the confinsment .g a3, 692
suspendad for six months unless soonsr vacated (19H663-L, U,
70?-863h3;zs{&'3 perscnal lotiﬁity in the Harinus,RthaiE:Pg:EEu.gg
states: "He atudied the Russian language, read & us; Bﬁe ey 34
newspaper and ssemad interested in what was golng on I=n g
Union R In the unit with which he served upon his re ui: from yas
Far East, Oswald was referred to as "eomrade" and oawntls Uua: 9
(R388). "But his olearance to bandle classified information
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revoked, It was grantsd May 3, 1957, "after careful checks". Upon
disoharge he signed a form aoknowledging he had been informed about
penalties for revelation of classifisd information. This included
Awareness that certain categories of Reserve and Retired pearsonnel
s+« 080 be recalled to duty ... for trial by court-martial for un.
lawful disclosure of information ,,." (19H + When Oawald defectsd
and lgpo-nd in the U.S, Embassy in Moscow, he declared his intention
to tell the Rusaians all he knew, and he knew sbout the radar instal.
lations in which he served and of codes (R262,265,393). The Report
is barren on the subject, but thers have been accounts published of
the necessity for chenging codes aftsr his defection,

Yot on his return to the United States, Oswald was not kept
under regular surveillance (RL439), was not chargsd with breach of
ssourity, and was not even confronted with the fraudulent nature of
his bardship discharge. Explanations of lack of proof might be of.
fered, no matter how unacceptably, for the failurs to charge him
uith breach of security. But the failure to keep him under sur.
veillance or to do anything about his fraudulent dischargs ars not
susceptible to such facile pleadings, 4And the Reporj is inccmplete
on even this unsneiatnotoriizx¥llnat1on. It reads, No evidence has
besn found that they used or any particular propaganda or otber
political or informational purposes” (R393). There is no reference
here to military or security information.

The hardahip dischargs was to enable Oswald to care for his
mother, He made not even a gesture in this direction and the Marine
Corps would appear to have been awars that he had no such intentim.,
The effective date of his discharge was September 11, 1959 (19H&680;
22H79). On September l, 1959, he applied for a passport from Santa
Apa, California, It was issued September 10, 1959, Accompanying
this spplication was a Marine Corps certification that had to be
filed with the passport application and submission of which i3 noted
on the spplication. "This is to certify,” it reed, "that FFC (E-2)
Lse Harvey Oswald, 1653230, U,.S,Marine Corps 4s soheduled to be re-
leased from Aotive Duty and transferred to the Marine Corps Reaserve
(Inactive) go 11 Septembsr 1959."

Under "Occupation" on the application, Oswald desoribed himaself
as "shipping export agent”, The places hs intended visiting inoluded
Cuba apd Russia. During a proposed length of sfqy of only four
months, he said he was going to be a student at ths College of A,
Schueitzer” ip Suitserlend and the Tolmreity o Tamts, i~ Fi=lasd
Fa omad all AT Ma fressarftalisr areac arla made ant speritiad
in %ae spplication that he would leave New Urleans by Grace Line

ship September 21, 1959 (22H77-9).

The Marine Corps certification of Oswald's imminent .discharge
that sccompanied his passport application at the very time it was
grou-aaing a hardship discharge was not lost in the mass of the

ommission's documentation, or 1s it suppressed in the Report.
Instead, the Report ignores both this and the fraudulent naturs of
the discharge in the text and, in a 13.line section of Appendix XV
in which the nature of the discharge is not referred to, notes
that a statement that "he was about to be discharged” accompanied
the passport application (R746). Why did not the Marins Corps re-
voke Oswald's sescurity clearance; why did 1t keep him in a classi.
fied job and cooperate in getting him a passport while it was dias-
charg him so he could support his mother»

T:ga is the background of Oswald's now famous trip to the

Soviet Union, where he arrived in mid-October 1959,

Renunciation of Citizenship
On Saturday afternoon, Yotober 31, Oswald appeared at the U.S.
Embassy in Moscow, laid his gllaport on the receptionist's desk and
delivered a note Eo Consul Richard E. Snyder requeating revocation
of his United States Ciltizenship. "I have entered the Soviet Unim
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defense and his own (though he al EBm&
wa ;
mewaﬂnﬂmﬁﬁoﬁgngﬁmgﬂﬁ: i
g r_u had earlier accepted), as a competent ang
nced lawyer, should have latched omto ac¥l
probed and prodded until he had obtained from Thorg@l
ﬁwé%ﬂggm?#mmuoﬁ%wuaﬂ&wﬁu.ﬂ:m__

- on this, some negatively. For example, no Emﬂvmn‘“ !

. Emw?hnﬂuvggg istency, Os S

ieutenant Donovan, gmuonmoﬂ.s onEEm.uu.. %
the crew in which Oswald served (SH290) ﬂvmunmwmoh ”
about whether the murdered accused assassin had been %

Mr. Ely: I believe you mentioned earlier that be did not seent to you
n-:._nnh!.# intsrested in girls. Was this just because be was interested
EQEHEFB.QERBESEEBE!EE!
ﬂi&uaﬂrﬂﬂﬂhgngﬁﬂm

E?USQ’E—H««EES%E!FEE:E.
md in that squadron at that time one jellow was discharged from the
service _o«fmnnrnﬂﬂnu.irmoainntiwzlmuipr:ﬁinn
toow of. . . . (8H3o0)

Perhaps Donovan’s most significant testimony tends
to cast Oswald in a different role than the Report and
E&Bﬁ»&og%&%g&gﬁqgn
military trust he threatened at the Moscow Embassy
armnnowun»raﬂmrﬁmﬂombﬁmu&&mnnnﬁmq&
defection:

things whi

way of changing, such as the MPS 16 height-finder radar gear.

recently been integrated into the Marine Corps system. It had &

finding range- fir in excess of our previous equipment, and it has i
limitations. He had been schooled on those limitations. It cannot operate
thove a given. altitnde in setting—in other words, you camnot place the
Egn.gﬁ-uﬂnﬁﬂs!ﬁrmuﬁ-fuﬂn%is-
piecs of machinery called a TPX-1, which is used to transier mudio—
madar and E&oaganangﬁuﬂ.gﬁggﬁr




proceeding to discover the truth after he returned. 73§
ol e One of the longest depositions is that of Nelsongh
[-3:3g4 = Delgado (SH228-65). It was taken April 18, 1964, by g
S Wesley J. Liebeler. In its 37 pages much is destructivel
e of the official case as set forth in the Report. Some offg
; g the most fascinating leads, whether or not lost :
godvf - Liebeler, are not in the Report, not evan by indirec
£L.8  tion Some are consistent with an Oswald-government,

..EFEEPtEEER%m..
4 .  Delgado said he had never seen Oswald drunk, §H
though he knew Oswald drank an “occasional beer.” o
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(1. A1) Warren Report--Volume 1--page 208
(I1. B1) Warren Report--Volume 1--Page 370
(11. C1) Warren Report--Volume 1--page 140
(I1. D1) Warren Report--Volume 1--page 414
(1. E1) Warren Report--Volume 2--page 403




Mr. Rankin, What do you menn by everything?

Mra. Oawarn, Well, Culin—becnuse we know In New Orlenns he was arresied
for Falr Play for Cuoba. ¥le read the Dally Worker. And the other ones |
don’t know. Bul It war In (he paper. There la plenty of subversive materhl

Mr. RaANgIN., What about books? Did he read books much while he was living
with you? \

Mra. Qawarn, Yes, he read continnously,  1Ie went lmmedintely to the library.
upon coming to (he United Sintes. e read continuously. All kinds of books
I tried, when he defected—I went to the Ubrary to fAnd ont the kind of liten-

ture that Lee remil.  Dut they conld not give me that Information. They said’)

the only way they could give that Information was when n book was overdue,
and was out. But otherwise they have no record,

Now, It has been ataled In the pnper—mnayhe New Orlenns Is different, I don't
know, but I know In Fort Worth I could not get the lnformation, Stated be bad
hooks—the nesassinntlion of Huey Long and things of that sort. They must have
a (lfferent system. Because In Fort Worth, Tex., they do not have that sy
tenm. The only way Lhey enn tell is if a book Is out. Lut I know Lee read
And 1 have stated In 1050 all of this

Anyway, from Vineent Penle on down to anything you want to mentlon. Lee

rend continuously.

Mr. Rankin. Now, wagr there any Ume that Marina sald anything to you lo
lenil you to belleve Lthnt she thought your son, Lee, married her because lie waa
an agent?

Mre. OswarLn. No, glr, no, gir.  Not nt any time nt all,

Mr, ankin. You think she loved him?

Mra. OswArn. I belleve that Marina loved him in a way. DBut I belleve that

Marinn wanted to come (o Amerlen. 1 belleve that Lee had (nlked Ameriea fo 8

her, and she wanted to come to Amerien. I ray this for a lot of little things

that happened—that Marina wanted to come to Amerien,  Muybe ghe loved him,

I am sure she did, anywny. She sald that she did.

Mr. RANKIN. 1 am not clear about this being ordered to marry her. Yon

don't mean that your ron dldn't love her,

Mrs. OswaLy, Well, 1 could menn that—If he 18 nn agent, nnd he has a girl

friend, and It Is to the benelit of the country that he marry this girl frlend, and
the Kmbassy helped him get this Russian girl out of Ituasin—Ilet's face It, well,

whether he loved her or not, he would take her to Amerlea, If that would give 1

him contnet with Russiang, yes, sir.
Mr. Rankis. Ia that what you mean?
Mrs. Oswarp. I would say that.
Mr. Rangin. And you don't think It was becanse your son loved her, then?
Mrs, Oswarn. I do not know whether my son loved her or not. But I am

telling you why he would do this—In 5G-weeks time. Now, you hnve a G-week

perlod in here.

Mr. Ranxin. I understand that. DBut T think it is n very serious thing to say
about your son, that he would do a thing like that to a glrl

Mrr. Oswatp. No, sir, it 1s not a serlons thing. I know a little nbout the

OIA, and so on, the U-2, Powers, and (hings that have been made public. They ]

go through any extreme for their conntry. I do not think that wonld be seriom
for him to marry n Russian glrl nnd bring ber here, so he would have contacl.
I think that Is all part of an ngent's duty.
Mr. Rankin. You think your son was enpable of doing that?
Mrs. OswaALp, Yes, sir, I think my son was an agent. I certainly do.
Mr. RankiN. Have you got anything more that eaused you to think he was an
agent?
ngs. OswaALy. Yes, 1 have things that have been coming out In the paper
And I am not the only one that thinks my son Is an agent. There has been
many, many publications questioning whether Lee wus nn agent or not because
of clrcumstances, and so on, and so forth, throngh the newspnpers.
Mr., RaNkiN, That ls newspaper accounts you are talking about now?
Mrs. OswALD. Yes. And ns I sald about the FBL
Mr. RANKIN. What nbout your own knowledge?
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Mr. OswaLp. No, sir. Of course, I hnve seen him rend varlous books. I never
dld see him rend n book—unless the covers—or perhaps If I pleked It up—Iit didn't §
indlente anything about communiam or aocinliam, He did llke to read. He)
rend gquito o bit. And hy thig, [ have observed him to rondd anything from funny
bonks to novels, to weslerns, the full scope. Ile llked Amerlcan history. 1
have seen him read American history a grent deal.

Mr. Jenner, Waa he n voracious reader? That ls, did he read a great deal,
devole much attentlon to reading? )

Mr, Oswary. Yes, gir, he was what I would term an assiduous reader.

Mr. Jenner. 1 am directing your attention to his—oh, sny, from age, let's say, M
wlne or tem to the time he enlisted In the Mnrines—maybe we better go back B
a ltHe bit more, since you were awny. I would llke to cover his youth up to
the time he enlisted In the Mnarines. 1s that the period of which you speak! &

Mr. Oswawn. No, sir; 1 do not. 1 speak of n Inter period—my visit to New
Orleans after 1 recelved my discharge from the Mnrine Corps.

Mr. Jesner. And before he enlisted in the merines?

Mr. OswaLp, Yes, sir; before he enllsted in the Marine Corps. And of his
moving to Fort Worth. -

Mr. Jenner. Fix the time,

Mr. OswarLp, With mother—Iin 1000,

Mr. Jennen. On these occasions you obgerved him reading asslduously?

Mr. OswaLp, Yes, sir.

Mr. JennER. And you hind an opportunity, and you embraced It to some extent,
Just out of enrloslty If nothing elre, of observing the nnture and character of
the Hternture and the subject matter of the literature he was reading?

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir; that I correct.

Mr, Jenner. And It Is of the nature and the subject matter you already stated!

Mr. Oswarp. Yes, sir.

Mr. Jenner, During any of that period, and any observation you ever made
whether then or prior thereto, had you noticed him or seen any books—he uses .
the expression “Marxlsm”, communism—or any povks or works, or pamphlets
of that nature?

Mr. Oswavrn. No, sir, I did not. I did not at any time observe bhim readisg
or have In his possesslon any type of pamphlet or book, should I eay, of 1
political nature.

Mr. Jesner. Even Amerlean politics? 8

Mr. Oswarp, American politics, of course—American history, of course, would
go Into some degree of Amerlcan politics. [

Mr. Jeswsen I think you are probably right. But other than Amerlcan 3
history.

Mr. Oswarn. No, sir, I did not observe him,

Mr. Jennew. Now, your brother atntes In Lhig letter of November 8, the
United States was n couniry that he hated. Taking the whole letter, we would
like to have you stnle what your renclion to the letter wns when you recelved
it and rend it, In view of the rither severe things he snys, and startling thing }
he snys In this letter.

Mr. Oswarn. If 1 mny, sir, refer to my testimony yesterday In relation 1o ¥
this letter, nud my reactions then, 1 thought more along that line. 1 have
not eome up with any other concluziona where my thinking as to my renclion
at the time 1 recelved the letter—other than It was something that 1 expected, dve
to what I had read In the newspupers prior to recelving the letter of November 8,
1069, b

Mr. Jesser, Your shock, If T moy enll 1t such, hnd been condltioned—-

Mr. Oswarn. To some degree it had; yes, sir.

Mr. Jexner. In olher words, then, the letter, when you did recelve It, with 1
these utterances In it, did not surprise you?

Mr. Oswarn. I feel, perhaps, I anything would have surprised me that did §
not appear, to my recollection, would be the stntement "1 will never relurn (o 3
the United States, which is a country 1 hnte,” particularly the latter part of
thnt statement—"which Is n country 1 hate.”

Mr. Jenser, That did shock you desplite your having read the newspaper §
clipplngs or articles?
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Mr. Ranxin, Did you ask Marina how she got the black eye or anything
about 1£7?

Mrs. Oswarp, Yes, In the bedroom. I was shocked.

“Mamn—TLee.” Just like that.

Ho I went In the Hving room and I sald, “Lee, what tlo you mean by striking
Marina?"

I1e sald, “Mother, that Is our affnir.”

And so that ended. T wnan't golng lo Interfere any further.

Now, thls has been publicly stnted by the Russian [riends, that he beat his
wife. I don't know If he did beat hir wife. I happened to see the black eye.
I koow thnt he hit her and gnve her a black eye. Marinn sald 8o, and my son
hns sald s, DBut how mauny Hmes does this happen, 1 don't know,

But I nm trylng to point ont that I don't approve of It. But I am trying to
point ont that everything ls not nccording to Hoyle, ns we say In our Amerlecan
way of life.

Mr. ARKIN, Is there any other time that you recall that you saw that she
hind brulses or a black eye?

Mra. Oswarp. No, sir; that Is the only time.

And then the children moverd to Dallns.

Now, this will end that part of the story.

I have accepted amd I have the publle papers, In 1060, when Lee went to
Itussin—I made a statement (hat as an Individual 1 thought he had a right
to make up his own mind In the decision to do what he wanted. [ am of that
nanture, beeause, gentlemen, today or tomorrow 1 may decelde o go to Russia,
1 will go. We nre tanght that In Amerien, that we have the vight to de what
wo want as an Individunl, 8o U publicly slated In 19059 that Lee had a right,
It he wanted to Hve lu that conntry. And I think It was cournge Lhat he did
sv, Instend of staylng In Ameriea and talking about Amerlen, and living here
and downing his country. It took cournge to go and live where he wanted to live.

I was criticlzed highly for making that stutement. And It Is published In
1060—as far back as that.

So 1 will get back now to when the children left.

They dld not tell me llu_-,\' hiadl left.

So I nccepted the fnct that my son Lee dld not want me to know that he was
in Dallas.

Why I nccepted the fuct is becnuse of Lee's so-called defection.

I have had It very hard, Mr. Rankin, nnd gentlemen—I have lost jobs, I was
in a position, If I was In n home and televislon was on, and something politieal
was on television, and the people commented, 1 felt It wns necessary to keep
qulet, becnuse of If. Beeanse of the defection I thought If I would express my
views they might think T was n Comsunnist like my son was supposed to be.
And In many a home 1 have been in—after three or four duys they would tell
we my services were not needed,

I ennnot say, sure It was beenuse of Lee's defection. However, 1 feel sure
thnt it is, beeanse I am o respeeled person, and a very good nurse, as has been
stated In the pnper. And my Jobs were gotten from word of mouth.

But you must wwderstnidd that | deal with a lot of people. So natueally
It Is natural (hat some of them would feel resentful ngainst me becnuse of my
son defecting to Iussin and presumnbly belng a Communist,

Mr. arrIN. DId you ever find out where Marina was that dny that you
tried to locate her?

Mrs. OswaLn, No, sir, no sir, that ended that.

So I respected my son's wixh, slnece he dldn't want to tell me where be was
In Dnllns, that I wounld accept that fact.

Now, gentlemen, this may seemn hard that I accept these things. Butlt s not.
I am self-supporting. I have n life of my own. And if Lee decides that that
Is the wny he wants It, I am not going to grieve and worry about it. I have
to get my sleep In order to work. 1 have the ability of nccepting things, the
nbility geanted me by the grace of God, because of my diffienlty in life. I have
been a widow. I have had many, many obsineles, and 1 have hod to face them.
And my faith gets stronger. I do ncecept things.
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Mr. Jennen. And It §s your opinlon, based on your obgervatlon during thia
period of thine, up o and Inclnding August of 10— Thanksglving Day 1002—
{t 1a your oplnion that they 1 n rensonably normnl married life, having In
mind nll the problems that were focing them?

r. OrwALD. Yes, sir: Lhot s correct.
lelwr ever 1 you nny chh
n hnd heen aome migconduef—Rgon’t mean
gexinl miscon L but divl he comptaln about hdsgonduet?

Mr. Oswarn. No, sir; he dld not.

Mr. Jenner. Any kind or ¢harneter, nt any time?

Mr. OawarLn, No, air; he dkl not.

Mr. JennER. WaR there ever n dlrensalon In your presence hy anyone, Inclnding
your brolher and/or your alster-in-lnw, on the subject of his having physically
harmed her?

Mr. Oswarp, No, air; there wns not,

Mr. Jenner. The sublect was never discussed in your presence?

Mr. OswALn. No, sir; It was not,

Mr. JennEn, By anyone?

Mr. Oswarp, No, sir.

Mr. Jennen Did It come to your attention nt any Lime prior to November 23,
1902, or November 22, 13, that your brother hnd inflicted some physical
harm on your sister-In-law?

Mr. Oswarp, No, sir; it did not.

Mr. Jenner, Did you ever see her when she hnd darkened eyes, a8 though a
binck eye had been Inflicted upon her?

Mr. OswaLv. No, sir; I dld not.

Mr. Jenner. Or any other physical Injury?

Mr. Oswarn. No, sir; I did not.

Mr. Jesnen. Your mother, In her appenrance before the Commission, has
stated, and hnplied, at least, that your gister-in-lawy Marina could under-
stand English and could rend English—let's confine it to the period up
to and Including November 22, 106G3. .

What Is your opinion on that subject?

Mr. OswaALp. It ls my opinlon even now, glr, If I may go & little bit
further, that her understnnding of the Fnglish langunge 18 less than
what It appears to be. Bhe does not understand a considerable amount
that she, by her actions, appenrs to understand, This has come to my attention
gince her visit to Washington.

Mr, Jewwer. You mean rince she appenred before the Comunission?

Mr. Oswarn. That I8 correct.

She does not grasp enough, and by this T mean, sir, to any extent—perhaps
it might be best If I compared that with my experience with my children,
approximately a three or four year old—If that much.

Mr, Jenner. In other words, do 1 fnirly stale that your testimony, even
to the present tlme, nnd meluding all of the perlod preceding the present
time, In your contaets with her, It 1s your opinion that gshe has a very
limited command of the FHuglish Innguage, whether you gpeak In terms of
reading or understanding or speaking?

Mr. Oawarp, That Is eorrect.

1 might further quallfy that, sir—that she could perhaps spenk more
English worils than she ean rend or nnderstand.

Mr. Jenner. And you do not, therefore, share your mother's expressed view
and opinfon that she understanda the English language to & grenter extent
than, to use the vernnculnr—than she lets on?

Mr. Oswarn. That is correct.

Mr. Jenwer, Did your mother mention te you or has your maother men-
tioned to you at any tlme any—or asserted any clnlms on her part, that
there were any stolen documents, elther stolen from her or stulen from Any-
one else, that would be relevant to this matter?

Mr. OswaLp. No, sir; she hns not.

Mr. Duries. Hns she spoken to you about the disposition of funds that
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Mr. DurLes. To refresh my recollection, there was about 2 days or—

Mr. Lieseren, 8 days before.

Mr. Rankin, It was on the 10th.

Senator Coorer. Did he Indicate In any way that he knew about General
Walker at that time?

Mr. ParNe. We seemed to agree at least superficlally that In thinking the
far right was unfortunate In its thoughts. '

Mr. Lizperer. Did he say anything or do anything that would lead you to
pelleve that he planned an attack on General Walker?

Mr. Paine. Absolutely not.

Benator Cooregr. Did he Indicate In any way that he knew about General
Walker's activitles and bellefs and position on public affairs?

Mr. PArNe. When I went to the ACLU meeting he then got up, stood up and
reported what had happened at the meeting of the far right which had occurred
at conventlon hall the day before, U.N. Day, they called it U.S. Day, and I think
Walker had spoken then.

From thia I gathered that he was doing more or less the same thing— I thought
he was, I dldn't inquire how he apent his free thme but I supposed he waa going
around to right wing groups being tamilinrizing himself for whatever his pur-
poses were as I was.

Senator Cooper. Is that prior to the conversation you have talked about?

Mr. Pamng. No: thig 1a after this conversation.

Henator Cooren. What? .

Mr. Parne. This Is after this conversation and I only had this, this was the
only concrete evldence I had of how he spent, might have spent some of his
time. It happened in the ACLU meeting In late October., 1 suppose he was
familiar with the right-wing groups and actlvities, and movements. And cer-
tainly familiar with Walker; yes.

Mr. Lienerer. Confining the Senator's question to the meeting in April, he
didn't indieate In any way that he was tamillar with Walker's attitude or
activities?

Mr. Parne. He was familiar with Walker. He knew who Walker was, there
was no doubt nbout that. We were talking about Walker.

Representative Forn. To find some common ground.

Mr. Duries. He didn't say he knew where Walker lived or anything of that
kind. That didn't come up?

Mr. Tienecer. Did he indicate any understanding to you at that April meeting
of Walker's attitude?

Mr. Parxe. I don't think he aingled out Walker as—I had the Impresslon that
be was quite familiar with Walker and probably famillar with the names of
yarious right-wing groups, shall we say, the Christian Belence, not the Christian
Sclence, I have forgotten the names of varlous organizations.

Mr. Ligsgrer. Did you relate to Oswnld this story about Walker speaking at
{he meeting or the ceremony at which the immigrants were given thelr citizen-
ship?

Mr. Patxe. T belleve I did; yes. I belleve that Is what I sald about Walker
at the time.

Mr. LigserEr. What was his response to that?

AMr. Paine. And I think he didn't say much. I think he smnlled and nodded
his head and did that kind of thing. He may have sald just a few words,

Mr. Ligseres. Did you take it that Oswald agreed with the views that you
expressed? .

Mr. Paine, Yes; I did.

Mr. Lienerer. Now, after this first meeting—

Senator Cooren. May I Interrupt you agaln, I don't want to interrupt your
train too much but I think you had said that during this conversation that you
dld have some discussion about right-wing groups.

Mr. Paive. Yes.

Benator Cooren. And thelr position and activities, and so forth. In that.dls-
cussion were Indlviduals numed or members nssumed to be members of that
. group?

(At this polnt Representntive Ford left the hearing room.)
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disqualified Marina, But how about her falss statement about her
Communist membership? With perhaps more candor than intended, the
Report holds "If this fact had been’ known to the State Departmant,
Harina Oswald would not necédssarily have been denied a visa ,,.".
But, the Report concedes, "had her membership in the Komsomol became
known to the Despartment after herdeniml of such membership, it is
possible she would have besen sxcluded from the United States on the
ground of wilfully misrepresenting a material fact", . And at that
polnt the Report goes off on a tangent of what judicial decisions
hold to be a material fast (R767).

The Report does not state that Marina was eligible to enter ths
United States, The law 1s clear that 'she was not. Her false stats.
ment made it possible, Without it she could not have met the re.
quiremsnts of the law. With the efforts it made on behalf of her
husband, 1t can not be concluded that the Stats Department might not
have svolved some mechanism. But the law 13 clear; she was not
eligible for entry into the United States,

Even the walver of sanotions troubles the Report, but only for
a little more than a page, It admits that this provision of the law
had been invoknd against Soviet nntionals beginning ten ysars ear.
lier. The waiwer proviukon 1a nrt Ln the law, but the Department
of Juatice had held the Attorney ‘sneral has such powers. These may
be used "if no substantial derogatory security information is dewsl.
oped ,.." in a'meritorious case ... filed by & reputable relative”,
To comply with this "arina would have had to have been held a "meri.
torious case" nnd her husband "reputabls" by the Departmsnt of Jus-
tice and the State Department. The out found by the authors of ths
Report 1s simpls: "Regulations did not require automatic denial of
the waiver ,.." (R768-9).

Even the loan mads to Oswald for repatriation required special
interpretations and new dlctionariss, Three provisions of State
Department regulations wers quoted as prerequisites: "a, Who are
in complete and unquestioned posssasion of their citizenship rightsj
b. Who are entitled to receivsm United States passports; c. Whose
loyalty to the United States CGovernment is beyond question, or to
whom the proviriona of Section 423.1-2(b) mpply" (R771).

The Repor! holds "Oswald undoubtedly satiasfied the requirements
of paragraphs (a) and (b)", although ond might believe otherwise,
especially beacauss the pnssEort granted was good only for "direct
return to the Uni{ted States", But it concedes "there i3 serious
question" about (e). It found the loan was made under another pro.
vision allowing for "a compelling rﬁsaon“. especially when there
is dangsr to tge "preatige’ of tiw Ynited States (R772).

Sti111 another lookout card rhould have been preparsd for Oswald,
under State Department procedurss, for in every case this is required
until complete repayment of the loan, Again, the lookout card was
never praparsd., The Report's authors were so satisfied with their
explanation of the first fallure to file a lockout card on Oswald
they use it again:! A simple, buresucratic error,

"In any event," Tha Hegart eoncludes this section, "Oawald's
loan was repald in full on January 29, 1963, five montha prior to
his application for a new passport" [H772-3,.

The Second, "Overnight" Passport

On June 2, 1963, Oswald applied for a passport at New Orleans
in which he specifidd he intended visiting, smong other oauﬁtriea,
the Soviet Unjon. ' This passport was granted the next day, "routine.
1y", because 'thers was no lookout card". The Commission acceptad
the State Department's additional explanation that, at the time this
passport was issued, "there was no lnformation in its passport or
Becurlty files which would have psmmitted it to demy a passport to

awald". First, it 13 necessary to ask how an invsstigation,could
possibly accept the evasion involved in the use of the word "deny
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1/22/64, 5:30 - 7:00 P.M.
e d:]
Gontlament
I I called this ca2eting of the Commission because of something that

r« Halley H ;
. developed tcday that I thought every mamber of the Commission should hava

knowledge of, sonmething that you shouldn't hear from the public befcre you
ey this mming to sscertain "
the two supplorvnntal reports
dstrituted by the FIT to
bo engsver wes negstive and I have
reports.

had an opportunity to think about it. T will just have Mr. Rawkin tell ycu

the story from cthe beginning.
I? Hr. Rawkin: Mr. Wagner Carr, the Attorney CGeneral of Texas, called ma
Fnlloy oulled ma to discucs his

ay regnmiing tha FBI roport s
ding the pllegtion by tr. Vhite i
dd in Con Pronelcao oo or ebout 3

at 11:10 this oorning end sald that the word had come out, he wanted to get
kit to me at the first mcnent, that Oswald was acting as an FBI Undercover

YAgent, and that they had the information ef his badge which was given as
me vhether you intendod to writs
| that oll puch reports be submitted
tn to ony thet tho roport was wot
Et sppear upon an inltial showing.

‘Bumber 179, and that ha was being paid two hundred a mounth from September

b Bof 1962 up through tha time of the mosmssination. I asked what the source

Ids report wos dlotributed to
tioned the Nazi Poarty. Ho ouspeetoed
wuuch latter t2 the Dureou ho

o end discuss the matter in grontop: 3
pd that the Murccu's Dallan offics 7,
' 300 pages listing threatoning f
dch the Purven oonsidoxs 1nslm'llﬂcmt.
nlmqmnt i pods thore will be o
o1l thepe matters will be roferred

te that tids course of sction would ¥ Thot they, thet is, Wade before, had said that he had sufficient so
pu's iovestigative menpouver and the

pof this was, and ha sald that he understood the information had baen made
available so that Defense Coumsal for Ruby had that information, that he
knew that the press had the information, and ha didn't know exactly where

Hade had gotten the informatien, but he was a former FBI Agent.

P that he was w'illir.g to maka the ‘statement.

| thot many of the roquasts that wo

u eould be handled informally by
stofl to him ruther thon by

thot tho correspenience route

| matter, I cugmost that you,

§ motter and thon have & futthor

Ford: Wada is? BESLISSIFIED | A
EO. 11652 Eap 8323 =
A: The Diseriet Attornay. =" e T

=
" Br%q_ ®Az
Ford: Carr is the Attorney Senaral. 1”'

Bogge: Right, of Texas.

Rewkin: 1 brought that to tha attention of the Chief Justice immediately,
[ and ko said that I sheuld try to get in touch with Carr znd ask him to bring

[ Wade up here, 2nd he would be willing to meat swiith hin any time today or

plon handled its "information failure.” The}
tor, but this memo suggests who was really
'y the FBI wanted to decide what did and did)
: did not even want the Commission's requesatd]
furred to have all requesta discussed in pergl
ch the Bureau considers insignificant™ might}
al question always was, who decides what 1s'M
EBI wants to make these kinds of ilecisiona,f ¥
that to have it otherwise "would only !!Br!l'l
UOHS b

| tonight to find out whut was the basls of this stozy. T tried to get Casx

MORE

transoript of the Comeission 1/22/64 cxecutive session was not prepared until
[G vhen the archiven located the reporter's noies and sent thos to the Fentagon
transcribing. Records I hnd earlier discouvered indicated that gll records of
session had Leen destroyed at the Comri=rion's order. "Hr. Rawkin" is actually
f Lee Munkin. "A" apgearu to ref'er to sarren as well as Hankin. "&" agpears to be

| L7l
u7s
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Rogpa: What time was thio, Leal

A: 11. 10. o doubt

'f _Jlm:rskl
A: 1hat is righe. Al ¢

Bogps: That 1s after the Ruby eplsvde of yesterday?

Fidence i
Q: Yes.

A: And Me. Carr sald that they had used this saying befora tha . hasn't
that they thought they knew why the FBL was so willing to give some 5| Bthe has ne

these records to the Delense Counsel, and they were ing to the |-|. Wade ¢

t {
rule that they couldn't get them. £ 4 Talking

Q: That is, the District Attorney was? g : to be c:

A: That is right, and he sald a nunber of these records were furn b "' dtdn't !
* b

by the Texns authorities, and that they should not be given up to the Uaies . he won'!
3
Counsel, and that the reasoa he thought that they were so eager to halp_r At ‘1 don'c

was hecause they had the undercover, that Oswald was the undercover a3 , 1 don't

had the number of his badge and so much, he was getting two hundred a "_ Hall, I thin’
and so forth, apd that was the way it was explained as hls Justification o
Court as a basis for determining the records and that that was the excuse;jld How long ¢

IDI, the reason the FBI had for being so eager to give the records up. Tha l.than cppat
%+
is the way it was developed. How Mr. Jaworski, who is associated with thezis BAt Carr cails

Attorney General working on this matter was reported to you before, and g = ..ng, and the
» story, I don't talk to Story abeut it but I did tall to Javorsky fuuulé even
and he said he didn't think Wade would say anything like this unless he 4 fing about it.

some substantial information back of it, and thought he could prove it, becal par: le felt
1

ok

he thought it would ruin many in politles, in Texas, to be making such a Mo, he did n

]
claim, and then have it shown that there was nothing to it. ] hat then wor
F;ﬂ-‘-"" 7= ~=;:—:“:- " BWall, he saic

e s

Mr. Juworski, of Wetergate Special Prosecutor fame, helped the Commission avoid sy AWade had hea!

investigntion of the Oswald-informant rumer he thought "had some substantial infg; -7

tion bagk of it." The Commission never questioned the reporter, Lonnie Hudkins, wh

had written a story for the Houston Post concerning the “rumor.” On 5/B/64 Jaworsd]

wrote Rankin that since the Commission had "the testimony of the FBL agents,” whichy

was false in that most of the agents who could have recruited Oswald gave only aff

davits and some were ignored totally, "as well as that of Marguerite Oswald," whioh$

did and could prove nothing, "I am wondering if it is really worth your effort to &

follow up on Hudkina." WHITEJASH IV, p. 146. !
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a3 such, but of their ‘Wgehts or. of groups rslated to them, directly
or Indirectly, made impossible the precise answer to whether or not
Oswald was any kind of an ageant,

The deniala of the CIA and the FBI that Oswald was their agont
wers as pradictable as they were meaningless (R327). Equally un.
worthy of serious aonsidsration ia the Report's statement that the
Commission had access to the "complete filss", The Commission had
Access only to what the agencies wanted it to ses, This may, in
fact, have been complete files or complete files as they then sx.
Lated or evar existed. The casze of the denial of the Gary Powsrs
U-2 flight over the Soviet Union is fresh in history, Even when
the plane was in Russian hands, and even when the prestige and in-
tegrity of both the country and the President were at staks, worth.
lsss denlala were made, What did the Commissaion expect, that any
agency with which the presumed assassin of Ethe President had been

‘' 833ociated was going to rush forth and claim eredit Cor him or his
terrible crime?

Basides, the denials by the agency heads could have been quite
Erutiul and still have bean meaningless and worthless. Only for-
mal employees ars carried on payroll and expenss accounts, he
agents of agents, the informants and contacts, are not payrolled,
They cannot and should not be, for their security and that of the
agency 1s too deeply involved and too important. Such people are
remunsrated from unvouchered fundas of which there 13 no precise ac.
counting. By thelir very naturs they are not to be accounted for,
If this were not an absolute necessity, there would be no Justifi.
cation for their exiatence in a democratic soclety. ‘The people's
monay cannot be spent indiscriminately, except when absolutely
assential, as in the case of Intelligence.

Ir Lee Harvey Oswald had any non-payrolled relationship with
the CIA, John McCone had no reason for knowing it., Nor sould he
with any certalnty trace it down and learn it, The whols sad his.
tory of the Bay of Pigs and the partly revealed story of the Ameri-
can pllots who lost their lives in its prelude make clear the
indirection with which the CIA works snd has to work, The sur-
vivors of those pllots are not receiving and have not received
compensation from the CIA. Their checks come from mysterious cor.
porations. The mysterious boata and ships that are in and out of
Florida and other ports on other than orthodox maritime business
are not reglstered in the name of the CIA. They cannot end should
not be. But no one doubts in whose intersst they ply ths Caribbean,

Having by its approach and method precluded any meaningful
enalysis of Yswald's politics, relationship with the goveroment and
his motives, ir any, the Report then makes even more cartain of ths
worthlessnsss of its eoneclusions by falling for the ploy of the po-
lice and engaging in semantics. It uses political words out of
context and gives them a meaning diametrically npgoscd to reality.
ThroughuuF the Report are references to Oswald'as "commitment to
Communism”, To most Americans this means the bolief and philosophy
of the American Communist Party and the Soviet Union. Above all,
1t connotes an attachment to the Sovist Union,

This was the opposite of the truth., The Commission knew it,
All of its data prove that Oswald was not, either philosophically
or by membership, connected with the Communist Party. He hated it
and the goverrment of the Soviet Union with passion and expressed

his feelings with what for him was eloquence,

Wihile sesking to mitigate this forthright mlsrapregentntian
with equally vague and undefined references to "Marxism s which
most Americans equate with Communism, the Report lsaves itself with
as much intellesctual integrity as the boy with his fingers crossed
behind his back denying hs was in the cookie jar,

Almoat from the moment of his arreat, the police knew all sbaut
Oswald's background, for the FBI's Oswald expert, James Y, Hoaty,
Jr., participated in the first interrogation. Oswald discussed what
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Oswald’s Rifle Incapabilities
For over three decades Lee Harvey Oswald, presumably
alone and unaided, has been accused of killing President
John F. Kennedy. He allegedly committed the "crime of the
century" from a sixth floor window using a dilapidated
ITtalian WWII rifle fitted with a defective scope. Oswald,

rated as a "rather poor shot" by his Marine Corps

evaluators, supposedly fired three shots, two of which found

their mark. Official evidence shows that the rifle he used,

a 6.5mm Mannlicher— Carcano, was in such poor condition that

it makes the execution of such an assassination plot
unbelievable.

Described by FBI firearms expert Robert Frazier, the
alleged assassination rifle (C2766) was "very accurate." A
bit far from the truth, to say the least. When questioned
by the Warren Commission, Ronald Simmons (a US Army expert)
testified that "the carcano is rated an effective battle
weapon, good at killing people, and as accurate as the US
Army’s M-14 rifle." It is hard to believe that this is
credible since the Italians themselves jokingly dubbed the
weapon as "the humanitarian rifle" because it was never

known to hurt anyone on purpose. When interviewed by the

Secret Service, Edward Voebel (a former schoolmate of

Oswald’s) said that he owned "...an Italian rifle of the
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gsame type as the one allegedly used to shot the President;
that he shot this rifle several times, but it is so poorly
constructed he decided that it was best not to shoot it any
more for the reason he was afraid it would explode." In his
testimony before the Warren Commission, FBI expert Sebastian
Latona described the rifle as a "cheap old weapon."”

The Carcano is an "open-sight" rifle, meaning it was
not designed to accept a scope. The $7.17 4x18 telescopic
scope is the cheapest of its kind. The scope could easily
be knocked off center due to the fragile mount holding it to
the weapon. Setting the weapon down or the firing recoil
could cause a move in the sighting. Oswald allegedly
carried the disassembled weapon in a brown paper bag and
then reassembled it on the sixth floor of the TSBD. This
process would also easily knock the sight out of alignment.

Failure Analysis says "the bolt can easily be executed
in a fraction of a second."” This is only true of a properly
working weapon. The NRA Masters testing Oswald’s rifle
found the bolt action was very difficﬁlt to operate. Also,
they discovered that the trigger was not working properly.
In the Warren Report, it is stated that "It is in effect a
two-stage operation... in the first stage the trigger is
relatively free, and it suddenly required a greater pull to
actually fire the weapon." This would make it difficult to
be accurate with the rifle since a shooter usually

anticipates a smooth trigger pull.
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In a New Orleans testimony, even Robert Frazier says he
had to move completely off target to work the bolt action.

Mr. Oser: ...when you gshoot this rifle...can you tell

us whether or not in rebolting the gun you had to move

your eye away from the scope?

Mr. Frazier: Yes, gir, that was necessary .

Mr. Oser: Why was that necessary?

Mr. Frazier: To prevent the bolt of the rifle from
striking me in the face as it came to the rear.

This action of moving completely off target would increase
the time to effectively fire three accurate shots, since the
shooter must reaim after each shot. Erazier says "it
requires no training at all to shoot a weapon with a
telescopic sight.” He bases this assumption on prior
experience with weapons far superior to Cc2766. This
generalization that a scope makes one a better shot holds
true in some gituations. However, Frazier leads us to
believe that an jdiot with a rifle can pe transformed into
an expert with a $7.17 purchase.

Posner says the Mannlicher— Carcano is used by some
hunters to bring down animals as large as elephants. Yet,
he guotes Frazier saying it had a low kick. The NRA Masters
who tested the weapon said it had "a mule kick." Any weapon
that can bring down an elephant would surely not have "a low
kick."

In testing the weapon, FBI experts estimated a minimum
time of 2.3 to 3.0 geconds were neceséary to cycle the

rifle; that is, to operate the bolt and fire a ghot without



aiming. Oswald supposedly had to aim, fire, move completely
off target, cycle the weapon, repeating this entire process
three times. All of this supposedly took place in a period
of no more than six seconds. This is quite a feat for an
unskilled marksman using an imperfect rifle. The rifle was
so tattered when it was recovered from the Texas School Book
Depository that FBI experts had to replace the firing pin
for fear that it would break during testing gsessions. Also,
shims had to be placed under the scope to bring it into
working order.

Three riflemen rated by the NRA as “"Masters" were
selected by the Warren Commission to test Oswald’s rifle
capability. Hendrix, Staley and Miller "each fired two
gseries of three shots, using the so- called assassination
rifle with the telescopic sight." These tests were not
comparable to the actual assassination scenario. However,
they are relevant in proving that NRA Masters could not
duplicate Oswald’'s feat. They fired from a thirty foot tower
at three stationary silhouettes spaced at 175, 240 and 265
feet, respectively. Each rifleman had as much time as
needed to aim the first shot, unlike oswald who had to track
a moving car.

puring the first series, each hit the first and last
shot, but missed the second shot. Hendrix and Miller hit
two of the three shots in the second series. Staley hit all
three times but in 6.45 seconds. Oswald supposedly missed

once also, but keep in mind he was firing from a sixty foot



high window at a moving target. Each rifleman had all the

time in the world to aim the first shot. BShooting at

stationary targets from a thirty foot tower, they still

could not match Oswald’s "excellent markemanship."

Here arises the question of how proficient a marksman

would have to be to perform the feat of the assassination.

Ronald Simmons testified before the Commission as to the

skill level of a shooter capable of successfully firing the

assassination shots.

pot.

Mr. Eisenberg: Do you think a marksman who is less than
a highly skilled marksman under those conditions would
be able to shoot within the range of 1.2 mil aiming
error [as was done by the experts]?

Mr. Simmons: Obviously, considerable experience would
have to be in one’s background to do so. And with this
weapon, I think also considerable experience with this
weapon, because of the amount of effort required to
work the bolt. (3H 449)

Well, in order to achieve three hits, it would not be
required that a man be an exceptional shot. A
proficient man with this weapon, yes. But I think with
the opportunity to use the weapon and to get familiar
with it, we could probably have the results reproduced
by more than one firer. (3H 450)

As was stated before, Oswald was not exactly a crack

In fact, in his military firing evaluations he came up

almost short of qualifying on one occasion, just making the

grade by one point. The USMC marksmanship training is

scored on three levels. "Expert" being the highest with a

220 point minimum, “Sharpshooter® is the middle grade with a

minimum score of 210, and "Marksman" is the lowest grade

with a minimum of 190 points. Oswald was tested twice
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during his service in the US Marine Corps between 1956 and
1959. 1In the first recorded test in 1956, Oswald scored a
212 and made the grade of "Sharpshooter" by 2 points. In
his last recorded test in 1959, he scored a 191, barely
making the cut for the bottom grade of "Marksman." In a
letter including Oswald’'s last recorded score, Lt. Colonel
A.G. Folsom, Jr. who was one of Oswald’s superiors states:
“The Marine Corps considers that any reasonable
application of the instructions given to Marines
should permit them to become qualified at least as a
marksman. To become qualified as a sharpshooter, the
Marine Corps is of the opinion that most Marines with a
reasonable amount of adaptability to weapons firing can

become so gqualified.Consequently, a low marksman
qualification indicates a rather poor 'shot’..."

Oswald’s evaluators felt that his best recorded score was
the result of a "good day." When questioned by the Warren
Commission, Marine Major Eugene Anderson said that bad
weather, poor coaching, and an inferior weapon may have
accounted for Oswald's terrible performance in the second
test. 1In fact, the weather bureau récords show on that day
(the last test in 1959) there were perfect weather
conditions at the place of testing, even better weather
conditions than on November 22, 1963 in pDallas. Oswald had
no coaching from 1959 to 1963. He can only be placed with a
gun about twelve times during this peried, six of which were
rabbit/squirrel hunting with a shotgun. A shotgun is hardly
comparable to a rifle. Furthermore, his shotgun

capabilities were not good according to Robert Oswald.



While Oswald was in Russia there could not have been any
occasions involving rifle practice because rifles were
illegal there. No known rifle practicing occurred between
1959 and 1963. Surely you jest in saying Oswald became
proficient with his rifle by having no instructor, no
practice and hunting only with a shotgun.

Sergeant James Zahm, the NCO in charge of the
marksmanship training unit said, "In the Marine Corps he is
a good shot, slightly above average...and as compared to the
average male..throughout the United States, he is an
excellent shot. It was an easy shot for a man with the
equipment he had and his ability." Why does Posner use such
sources as Zahm and Anderson, who had no direct contact with
Oswald; instead, why not use Nelson Delgado who fired on the
game line with Oswald:

Mr. Liebeler: Did you fire with Oswald?

Mr. Delgado: Right, I was in the same line. By that I

mean we were on the same line together, the same time,

but not firing at the same position...and I remember

seeing his. It was a pretty big joke, because he got a

lot of "maggie’s drawers," you know, a lot of misses,

but he didn’t give a darn.

Mr. Liebeler: Missed the target completely?

Mr. Delgado: He just qualified, that’s jt. He wasn't
as enthusiastic as the rest of us. (8H235)

Anderson said the assassination shots "were not particularly
difficult." Tell that to Hendrix,AStaley and Miller.
Anderson also says "Oswald had full capabilities to make the
shot." This is in clear contrast to the actual evidence;

the NRA Masters didn’t have this capability. Oswald did not



have the marksmanship capabilities, nor the rifle to carry
out such an absurd acquisition. The Commission completely
ignored those in direct contact with Oswald, rather, they
relied on such hearsays as Anderson and Zahm.

Oswald could not and did not carry out the November 22,
1963 assassination. His poor marksmanship together with his
malfunctioning rifle wouldn’t allow it. The evidence is
clear, someone or some people with superior rifle
capabilities could only have committed this crime. That

someone was NOT Lee Harvey Oswald.
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In Case Closed, Gerald Posner shows a biased opinion of
Oswald's actions and movements on the 22 of November in 1963. In
our study of Oswald's actions on that day we found many controversies
with what Mr. Posner states and how the Warren Commission reported
the events on the day of the assassination. We explored many topics
trying to understand what really could of happened that fateful day.

The initial thing we investigated was Oswald's actions the
morning prior to the assassination. We wanted to know if he did in fact
carry a rifle in to work that morning. Oswald rode to work that
morning and every other morning with Wesley Buell Frazier. The
morning of the assassination it is known that Oswald carried a brown
paper bag. Frazier claims, testifies, that he had been informed earlier
that Oswald was going to bring cuftain rods that morning. (W.C. VI II
pg. 226) There is a big controversy about the bag Oswald carried that
morning. There are many different accounts of how he carried the bag
and if the bag could have actually contained the rifle that allegedly
killed Kennedy. Frazier testifies that Oswald had the package tucked
under his right armpit and the other end was in his right hand-parallel
to his body, straight up and down . This goes against what Posner
writes. His writing makes it seem that the bag goes from under
Oswald's arm to almost touching the ground. Posner is adjoining two
different statements. If the bag simply went into the palm of his hand
then it would not be large enough for Oswald's Mannlicher Carcano
rifle. Posner changes the testimony around to make it large enough to
hold a gun. Another witness, Linnie Mae Randle, claims she saw

Oswald that same morning and the bag he held was in his hand and



went almost to the ground. Testimony also proved that the bag Oswald
held would not be large enough to contain the rifle Oswald allegedly
used. In Presumed Guilty, Sylvia Meagher states that the Warren
Commission concludes that Frazier and Randal are mistaken in the
length of the bag (Presumed Guilty pg. 167 R 134). If their testimony is
true then Oswald did not carry the rifle into work that morning,
Therefor how could he have been the assassin with no murder weapon?
Posner ignores Jack Dougherty's testimony that when he saw Oswald
entering work that morning he had nothing in his hands.

The next aspect we examined was the bag that he allegedly
carried the weapon in. The bag was made from materials from the
Texas School Book Depository, which is where Oswald worked. It had
to be made within three days of the assassination. There is no evidence
that Oswald made the bag. The only prints on the bag from Oswald
were his palm print and his index finger. If he were to have made the
bag his prints would have been all over it. Also, there were no markings
of oil on the bag. When the gun was retrieved the officer stated that it
was a well-oiled gun, but yet none of the oil was on the bag. In Case
Open, Weisburg states that the man who monitored the tape and bag
material never recalls seeing Oswald there. There is also no proof that
Oswald was holding the bag (CE 142) when he left the prints on it. It
could have been lying on a hard flat surface, Oswald could have leaned
against or on it and left prints. There was no evidence whatsoever that
Oswald made this bag. Troy Eugene West is the man that worked at
the bench where Oswald would have to get tape and materials from his
bench which he never left. He was never mentioned in the Warren

Commission's report. West states that the tape used to make the bag
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was from one long strip of tape. It is shown that it had to come from
that dispenser and would have to of come from that spot. It could not
have been taken anywhere else to be used. It was constructed at West's
bench and he never reports to have seen Oswald there. The bag
supposedly contained fibers which linked it to the blanket the gun was
kept in. Paul Stombaugh (FBI hair-and-fiber expert) says the bag
contained a single, brown, delustered viscose fiber and "several"” light-
green cotton fibers. He could render no opinion as to whether the fibers
had in fact come from that blanket. The commission's theory states that
the rifle transferred fibers from the blanket to the bag. The Dallas
Police took no precaution to prevent articles of evidence from
contacting each other prior to laboratory examination (Exhibit number
38). This makes this evidence faulty. The fibers could have transfered
red because of how the evidence was arranged. James Cadigan (FBI
expert) said that when he examined the rifle, he could not find any
markings to tie the rifle to the bag. (4H97-98). It would have been
stored like this for over twelve hours and he had carried it for two
blocks. It would have some marks on it.

To find out whether or not Oswald was involved in the
assassination or the lone assassin of President John F. Kennedy Posner
has to answer one important and critical question: Was Oswald
definitely on the sixth floor and at the window of the school book
depository at the time of the shooting? In Case Closed, Posner uses
witnesses like Charles Givens and Howard Bremen to place Oswald at
the scene of the crime.

To make sure Oswald could have been on the sixth floor at the

time of the shooting, the Warren Commision suppressed the witnesses of
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at least two employees who had seen Oswald on the first floor between
12:00 and 12:30 pm. Piper's testimony of secing Oswaid at this time was
totally discarded. The commision labeled Piper "a confused witness."
Billy Lovelady, Jack Dougherty, Danny Arce, and Bonnie Ray Williams
remembered Oswald remained upstairs when they all took the elevators
down for their lunch break. But, by far, the most damaging testimony
against Oswald came from Charles Givens. In Case Closed, chapter
eleven, Posner quotes Givens as saying "I left my cigarettes in my jacket
pocket upstairs, and I took my elevator back upstairs to get my jacket
with my cigarettes in it. When I got back upstairs he (Oswald) was on
the sixth floor... in that vicinity... toward the window up front where the
shots were fired from... I was getting reaﬁy to get on the elevator and I
say ' boy are you going down stairs' I say ' it's near lunch time'. He said
'no sir." But Charles Given's testimony was not as accurate as it
seemed. Firstly it should not be a surprise that Given's testimony links
Oswald to the sixth floor as this is the floor on which Oswald worked.
Also from the last time Charles Givens sees Oswald there was still
thirty-five minutes until the assassination and could have easily gotten
out of the Texas School Book Depository in this town. According to
Given's testimony he was somewhere between the elevators at the
northwest corner of the building and midway between the north and
south walls. Givens stated that he saw Oswald walking away from the
southeast corner in the direction of the elevators. Commission exhibits
725,726,727, and 728 show that this view would have been obscured by
stacked cartons. Another amazing thing is that Givens was not actually
taken to the police department to testify against Oswald, originally he

was wanted for a narcotics charge (namely marijuana). In all the
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twenty-six volumes of the Warren Commission there is no mention of
cigarettes and it was not until three months later when there was a
mention of cigarettes while Givens was testifying in front of the Warren
Commission.

Another testimony that puts Oswald on the sixth floor at the time
of the shooting, but is also hard to believe is that of Howard Brennan.
Brennan places Oswald on the sixth floor at the window with a rifle.
Although Brennan could identify the gunman and claims to have seen
him aiming the rifle. He did not see the gun fire, a puff of smoke or the
gun recoil as most guns do including the Mannlicher Carcano rifle that
Oswald allegedly used. Also, Howard Brennan did not notice the scope
which Oswald gun had on it. Another problem with Brennan's
testimony is that he claims Oswald was standing at the window. From
commission exhibits 1310,1311, and 1312 if Oswald had been standing
at the window his head would have been behind a double pane of glass
and he would not have been able to fire the gun. In Posner's Case
Closed, we can see from the picture taken right after the shooting that
Oswald's face would have been distorted by the reflection of the sun
and dirt on the glass. Brennan later also claims to have seen the
president get shot in the head. Brennan obviously had incredible eye
sight to see the gun fire and see the president’s head explode at the same
time. He also had to be able to see Oswald's face through the glass from
127 feet away and not the ninety three feet that Posner claims in Case
Closed.

Oswald would have needed six minutes to assemble his gun, have
it set up and ready to fire. This would place Oswald on the sixth floor

at least by 12:24pm. The presidential motorcade was also, in fact,



running abut five minutes late. This which no assassin could account
for would place Oswald on the sixth floor even earlier. Caroline
Arnold's testimony places Oswald on the first floor at around 12:25pm,
proving Oswald could not have set up his gun and the snipers nest and
been ready to fire at the supposed time of the motorcade passing.

More evidence which could exempt Oswald from the sixth floor at
the time of the shooting is commission exhibit 369. This exhibit is a
picture of the motorcade and in the background is a man who closely
resembles Oswald. He stands at the entrance of the Texas School Book
Depository. Since the picture is not very clear people claim the man at
the entrance is Billy Lovelady. However, if one examines the clothes
more closely, one is able to see that the clothes the man is wearing are
the same as those worn that day by the assumed assassin Lee Harvey
Oswald. This we can prove from exhibit 2964. If this is true there is no
way in which Oswald could be an assassin. '

Evidence used to place Oswald at the seen of the crime were
finger prints. The presence of Oswald's prints being on these objects
(the boxes and gun) indicates only that Oswald handled them and does
not disclose exactly when or where he did so. It is definitely possible
that Oswald touched the cartons prior to the time they were moved to
the south east corner window. The finger prints were the only physical
evidence the commission could offer to relate Oswald to the specific
sixth floor window. The finger prints on the boxes are in a place such
that it was impossible for the boxes to be carried. Therefore someone
else could have set up the sniper's nest and someone else could have

been the assassin at that sixth floor window on November 22, 1963.
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According to Posner in his floor plan of Oswald's escape after the
assumed assassination of the President, Oswald shoots John F. Kennedy
at 12:30pm and leaves the Texas School Book Depository at 12:33pm.
He supposedly does this without running into anybody except a
policeman on the second floor in the lunch room a minute and a half
later. He also had to dispose of the gun in this p-eriod also.

There are many problems with this assumed route taken by Lee
Harvey Oswald. First, the diagram produced by Failure Analysis used
in Posner's book shows that Oswald walked directly across the sixth
floor to the stairs which would take less time than having to walk
through a maze of stacked boxes. By looking at the pictures taken of
the sixth floor (c. exhibit 719, 723-728) one can see that this would be
impossible. Because of the stacks of books Oswald would have had to
weave in and out of many stacks of books or travel along the wall to the
stairs. This would cause a problem in the time frame in which Oswald
was seen on the second floor. If Oswald can't make it to the second
floor in a minute and a half he can not possibly be the assassin.

Secondly, the rifle was found wedged and covered under many
boxes. However, Posner states that the gun was just thrown over some
boxes. By just throwing the rifle over into boxes this would save time
that was needed for Oswald to reach the second floor a minute and a
half later. If Oswald had buried the gun under the boxes it would have
taken him more than one minute and thirty seconds to reach the second
floor. This would prove Oswald wasn't the assassin.

Marrion Baker the officer who runs into Oswald on the second
floor doesn't notice anything suspicious such as hard breathing are

sweating by Oswald. This seems strange since he supposedly just killed



the president, hid the rifle, and ran to the second floor. After Baker
knows that Oswald works at the depository, Baker continues up the
stairs. Oswald then is seen by Mrs. Robert Reid at 12:32pm on the
second floor walking towards the front stairs. Posner would have us to
believe that Oswald reached the first floor by 12:33pm where he was
asked directions to a phone by Robert MacNeil from NBC. Using
common sense one can see that it is impossible for Oswald to take this
assumed route after supposedly killing the president.

From the lies and falsifications of Posner's book Case Closed we
can see that one man, especially one with the ability of Lee Harvey
Oswald, could pull off such a feet as was done on November 22, 1963.
The American public is led to believe that a man with the minimung xifle
capabilities of a marksman, shot from a sixth floor window, with a poor
rifle, successfully killing the president, and then escaping the scene of
the crime. Even a person of minimum intelligence, if they studied the
evidence, would find this impossible to believe. It is a shame that the
American public will allow books such as Case Closed to be published
in America. Case Closed is obviously full of blurs and lies and should
be taken off the book shelves immediately. '
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. basis of these presumptlions, concludes that Oswald was the marksman s

all been in thils rifle on a previous occasiol &NU/0L LH BuMUvuYL s
dentified and%ignobed rifle. . Mysteriously,htha:police‘auapended ;
investigation of the source of the ammunition without tracing 1t £
Oswald. The police also swore %o contradictory and conflicting . state.
ments about what they did with the ‘empty shells. SRR TR & ¥
Nonethelesas, the Report concludes that Oswald had ‘the skill redu
quired for the asgsassination and that the rifle’ was the assassination
weapon. What 1t does not ignore about the ammunition it is satisfied
to presume, even in the presence of contrary evidence. It also pre-i
sumes Oswald' s possession of the rifle and ammunition and, on thei!: i

who committed murder.

This is the official opinion of the Marine Corps, ' oy
that Oswald was a "poor" shot. o

1CAS El &
Toro Calif  6May59 #NpN. M=l

For Course "AW, as shown above, qualification scores were‘as
.follows: . . '

' EXPERT -220; SHARPSHOOTER -210; MARKSIAN -190
| For the Course marked "B", the qualification is:
 EXPERT -225; SHARPSHOOTER -213; MARKSMAN =190

‘Regarding a CoO ﬁarison of the Marine Corps"requirements &
with. those of ‘the other services, it is believed that the:
requirements of the other services can be best obtained by
you directly from those services. Enclosed, however, are
copies of Marine Corps regulations describing the several
narksmanship coursese. These vere cffective at the time
Oswald was on .active duty in the Marine Corps.

The Marine Corps considers that any reasonable application
of;the_instructions given to Marines should permit them to
become qualified at ‘least as a marksman. To become qualifie
as a sharpshooter, the Marine Corps is of the opinion that
most Marines !with a reasonable amount of adaptabili-v to
weapons firing can become so qualified. Consequentliy, a lo
marisman qualification indicates a rather poor "ghot" and a
gharpshootar'qualificatidn indicates a fairly good "shot".
I 'urust the foregoing wil’. serve <he purpose of your inquir

Vo ’Z‘&k—/‘_ﬂg_rm\/,
i A. G. FOLSOM, JR.
Lieutenant Colonel U. 3. Marino Corps
Head, Records Branch, Personnel Departmens

By direction of the Commandant of the .Jfarine T2
Encl: .
(1) Copies:of MARCOR Regs
- describing mar

ksmanship courses




