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at elu
sive little girl in

 D
a 

•
 

A
 y

o
u

n
g

 m
an

's search
 fo

r a clu
e to

 th
e JFK

 assassin
atio

n
 

D
avid L

u
i, n

ow
 a stu

den
t at B

row
n

 
U

n
iversity, w

as th
ree years old w

h
en

 
„I-  P

residen
t Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
edy w

as sh
ot in

 
D

a
lla

s. A
s a

 1
5
-yea

r-o
ld

 a
t B

everly 
H

ills H
igh

 S
ch

ool in
 C

aliforn
ia, L

u
i 

• 
took u

p th
e K

en
n

edy assassin
ation

 as 
an

 extra credit project an
d becam

e en
-

:. grassed in
 h

is stu
dies. R

eru
n

n
in

g th
e 

▪
 

fam
ou

s Z
apru

der film
 of th

e assassin
a-

tion
 over an

d av
er, h

e one day noticed 
som

eth
in

g th
at n

o on
e, apparen

tly, h
ad 

n
oticed before: a little girl w

h
o stops 

su
dden

ly, startled, w
h

ile ch
asin

g th
e  

presiden
tial lim

ou
sin

e. T
h

is is th
e story 

of h
is search

 for th
at little girl. 

B
y D

avid L
ui 

sat w
atching the silent Z

apruder 
- 

film
 for w

hat m
ust have been the 

5
0

th
 tim

e th
at n

ig
h

t. S
u

d
d
en

ly
,  

th
is tim

e, I saw
 so

m
eth

in
g
 th

at 
startled m

e a young girl, running 
• to

 k
eep

 p
ace w

ith
 th

e p
resid

en
tial 

lim
ousine, stopped abruptly and turned 

tow
ard the T

exas School B
ook D

epository 
—

 too early in the film
 —

 before any shots 
"+

- w
ere supposed to have been fired. 
I turned the film

 hack to m
ake sure 

that w
hat I thought I had seen w

as not a 
ss product of m

y ow
n fatigue, but there it 

-a:- -w
as again_ 
M

any assassination investigators have 
.,., said that the killing  w

as a conspiracy 
not because of the existence of a second 
gun, other bullets or w

itnesses w
ho saw

 a 
second assassin, but because the shots 
w

ere fired too close together, too quickly 
• 

for that particular gun's m
echanism

 to 
f." fire tw

ice. 
• 
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B
ut if the first shot had been tired ear-

lier than they thought, that w
ould have 

left enough tim
e for one assassin to have 

fired all the shots. 
I rolled the film

 again so I could take a 
closer look at the girl S

he w
as about 10, 

w
ore a red skirt and a w

hite top. and w
as 

C
aucasian. 

I knew
 that there w

ere m
any possibili-

ties w
hy a IO

-year-old m
ight stop run-

ning: m
aybe her parents called her back, 

she m
ight sim

ply have becom
e tired, but 

just possibly she stopped running in reac-
tion to a rifle shot. 

I believed the theory that the P
resi-

dent had been the victim
 of m

ore than one 
assassin, T

he m
ost com

m
on reason for 

concluding that L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald had 
not been the sole assassin in the plaza 
the: sisiy w

as som
e sim

ple anihnietic ap-
plied to the Z

apruder film
. 

I knew
 from

 m
y reading that O

sw
ald's 

gun could fire only one bullet every 2.3 
seco

n
d

s. T
h

e F
B

I calcu
lated

 th
at 1

8
.: 

fram
es o

f m
o
v
ie film

 p
assed

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

Z
apruder's B

ell and H
ow

ell cam
era every 

second. If th
e Z

apruder film
 revealed a 

shot striking the car or its occupants m
ore 

frequently than once every 42 fram
es (2.3 

seconds m
ultiplied by the cam

era's 18.3  

fram
es per second) the assassination of 

the P
resident m

ust have been a conspira-
cy, since O

sw
ald's gun could not have 

fired fast enough to do the job alone. 
U

nfortunately, A
braham

 Z
apruder 

w
as not a professional cam

eram
an. W

hen 
he chose his position to film

 the parade, 
he did not realize that the lim

ousine and 
itt ter-so ...sits w

ould be obscured from
 his 

lens by a freew
ay sign. A

t fram
e 210, ap-

pearing to be unhurt. P
resident K

ennedy 
fell from

 view
 behind the sign. H

e em
- 

erged from
 the other side of the sign at 

fram
e 225 of the film

 w
ith both hands to 

his throat, 'he effect of a bullet w
cund. 

T
h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 felt th

at It 
w

ould not be possible to pinpoint the ex-
act tim

e of the first shot due to the inter-
ference of the sign. T

herefore. it sufficed 
to say that P

resident K
ennedy w

as shot 
w

hile he w
as obscured by the freew

ay 
sign

. 
A

t fram
e 238 of the film

 a shot hit G
ov. 

John 
C

onnally. T
he bullet pierced and 

collapsed nis lung L
ike a deflating bal-

loon, the collapse forced the breath w
hich 

the governor had lust draw
n

 back up his 
w

indpipe and out his m
outh. T

his m
otion 

is seen starting at fram
e 241 of the film

. 
just after his shoulder is thrust forw

ard. 

I 

T
his being the case. I subtracted the 

fram
e in w

hich P
resident K

ennedy w
as 

shot from
 the fram

e in w
hich G

ov. C
on-

nally w
as hit and found that 28 fram

es at 
m

o
st elap

sed
 b

etw
een

 th
e tw

o
 sh

o
ts 

1238-210=
28). T

his w
as not enough tim

e 
fo

r O
sw

ald
's g

u
n
 to

 b
e th

e so
le firin

g
 

w
eapon. 
If, as sh

o
w

n
, C

o
n

n
ally

 w
as sh

o
t at 

fram
e 238, then the earlier shot w

ould 
h

av
e to

 h
av

e h
it th

e P
resid

en
t n

o
t as 

fram
e 210. but before fram

e 196 for a lone 
assassin using O

sw
ald's gun to have been 

responsible for both shots (238 -42=
196. 

B
ut the little girl stopped running at 

fram
e 197 of the Z

apruder film
. If she 

stopped running in reaction to a shot. that 
w

ould m
ean that the first shot w

as fired 
m

u
ch

 earlier th
an

 an
y
 research

er h
ad

 
assum

ed. 
In

 th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

. th
ere are tw

o
 

distinct groups of w
itnesses —

 those in 
the foreground, in front of the presiden-
tial lim

o
u
sin

e. an
d
 th

o
se b

eh
in

d
 th

e 
lim

ousine. It is nearly im
possible to dis-

tinguish the reaction of any w
itness to the 

sound of gunfire in either group because 
those standing closer to Z

apruder all have 
their backs to us and those in the back-
ground tall into a soft blur on the grain of 
the !.im

ni film
. H

ow
ever, there is one w

it-
ness w

ho can be seen betw
een the groups 

—
 the little girt. 
O

f all the w
itnesses in the plaza that 

d
ay

, sh
e w

as clo
sest to

 th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

hen the first shot hit him
. I knew

 that 
from

 her vantage point, lb feet behind the 

D
A

L
L
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If th
e sh

o
t h

ad
 b

een
 fired

 w
h

en
 sh

e sto
p

p
ed

. th
at 

w
ould have left enough tim

e for one assassin to have 
fired

 all th
e sh

o
ts. 


