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The subject of this book is hauntingly

familiar: a group of men in the Pentagon
who decide that they alone know what is
best for the country. Project "Paperclip"—
their effort to bring German scientists,
including known Nazis, to the U.S. after
World War 11—ran roughshod over official American government policy; its
details and deceits were then covered up
for decades—until now.
Even before the war in Europe was over,
U.S, intelligence agents were scouring
Germany in search of the Reich's top
scientists—to gain "the spoils of war," but
more importantly, to keep them out of the
hands of the Soviets. That many of these
scientists had been members of the Nazi
party; that a number had been accused and
even convicted at Nuremberg; that President Truman had issued a presidential
directive forbidding the immigration of
ardent Nazis—none of this mattered; the
men who ran Paperclip simply cleansed
the scientists' records and installed them in
high-level military and industry positions.
(continued on back flap)

From the prologue to Secret Agenda: •
down their
American soldiers fighting in World War II had barely laid
ding a
guns when hundreds of German and Austrian scientists, inclu
United
the
number implicated in Nazi war crimes, began immigrating to
ct codeStates. They were brought here under a secret intelligence proje
ssfully
named "Paperclip." Ever since, the U.S. government has succe
d to a
promoted the lie that Paperclip was a short-term operation limite
General
few postwar raids on Hitler's hoard of scientific talent.. The
Accounting Office even claims that the project ended itt 1947.
All of which is sheer propaganda.
eful pages in
"This book uncovers the secret behind one of the most sham
ies that will
American history. It is an important warning. There are agenc
even if this
ignore the law, do whatever they think is best for themselves,
rous."
means protecting Nazi war criminals. And that's very dange
esswoman
congr
—Elizabeth Holtzman, former United States

51995

11
111
9 780312 055103

ISBN 0-312-05510-2

Printed in
Hunt. All rights reserved.
Copyright 0 199! by Linda
uced in
rod
rep
or
d
use
be
a. No part of this book may
e of brief quocas
the
the United States of Americ
in
ept
exc
sion
mis
hout written per
any manner whatsoever wit
rmation, address St. Martin's
articles or reviews. For info
ical
crit
in
d
odie
emb
ns
tatio
York, N.Y. 10010.
Press, 175 Fifth Avenue, New

SECRET AGENDA.

Design by Glen M. Edelstein
ing-in-Publication Data

Library of Congress Catalog

ts, and
Hunt, Linda.
tes government, Nazi scientis
Secret agenda : the United Sta
0. '
project paperclip, 1945 to 199
.
p. cm
rences and index.
Includes bibliographical refe
-2
510
ISBN 0-312-05
Germany—History
echnology. 2. Brain drain—
I. World War, 1939-1945—T
ry-20th century.
isto
—H
ing
ruit
Rec
y—
German
. S. National
—20th century. 3. Scientists—
tury
cen
0th
Recruiting—History-2
tes—
Sta
d
nite
—U
ists
Historyent
ny—
Sci
4.
Germa
century. 6. War criminals—
German
8.
.
tury
socialists—History-20th
cen
th
-20
tory
United States—His
20th century. 7. Research—
century. I. Title.
Americans—History-20th
85
85'6'08931—dc20 90-491
.00
D810.S2H86 1991 353
First Edition: May 1991
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

