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HEADLINE: Render Objects to 'Selective Pursuit of Justice' 

BYLINE: Albert Mokhibei- ',.— Director, Legal Ser-vice DepartMen , American-Arab: 
Anti-Discrimination Committee, Washington, D.C. 

BODY: 

I WOULD LIKE to congratulate Alexander Stills and The National Law Journal fo,,-  
the fascinating article "Nazi Victims Turn to the Law." (NLJ, 

While many victims of various holocausts have considered bringing such 
actions in the past, it is encouraging to see the positive results that some r. 
our colleagues have had. Not only have they addressed long-overdue issues of 
Press Alt-H for Help or Alt-Q to Quit. 
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MatWtuTna National Law Journal, March 3, 1986 i,)') \I\ iik ervai-fi 
state terrorism and related violations of human rights, they also have obtain- 
judgmenta and money damages that inevitably will bring some solace to the 
...ictima. 

Hawe ■.ar, there was a very disturbing, if not reprehensible statement 
attrib,J ,-J to one attorney in New York, ,  Gerald Posner, 	when explaining  why _a a: - ion of Auschwitz survivors against the West Garman TIN.LlaIment was no: 

Mr. ffp5nar was •uoted as saying, "We dacided not to procaed wito ti- a 
• beoluse alot otJewish croups were afraid that [the idea] could T777377` against isratil in their actions, :et s say, in Lebanon. 

How anyone could be so selective in his pursuit of justice and human rights 

/ 	

is baffling. 	As an Arab-American who fully applauds Mr. Posner's work on behe 
of Jewish victims of an earlier Nazi holocaust, I would also expect him to 
advocate the same rights for Arab victims of a more recent Zionist holocaust. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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19:35 The National Law Journal, November 25, 1985 

compensation. 

Tho 	took him into the world of espionage, intelligence agents, former 

Nazis and professional information peddlers. 	"Unlike most of the legal world, 

this is fillod with disinformation and bad information," he said. 

Mr. Posner persuaded the son of Dr. Mengele, Rolf Mengele, to hand over his 

father's letters and diaries, and in doing so, Mr., Posner says he resorted to 

tactics of deception foreign to his usual lawyerly ethics. "I had to be 

disingenuous. To this day he doesn't know that the proceeds of the book are 

going to the twins." 

The documents Mr. Posner turned up helped Forensic expe.rts establish that Dr 

Mengele died in Brazil in 1979, as is now widely believed. 

Despite the prooF, Mr. Posner's clients do not want to accept that Dr. 

Mengele is really dead. 	"They have lived for the day in which they would 

confront their tormentor in a courtroom. Strangely enough, they are not 

inte, sted in revenge. 	They wart him to say on the witness stand that they 

gassed Jews at Auachwitz." 

Press Alt-H for Help or Alt-c to Quit. 
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IT WAS PRECISELY this desire to .establish historical truth that gave rise 17.7 

the suit against the Institute for Historical Review, a California-based 

organization dedicated to proving that the Holocaust never happened. 

The inatitute offered a $50,000 reward "For proof that even a single Jew wa5 

gassed in a Nazi gas chamber" and then cant a personal letter to Melvin 
Mermelstein, head of a Los Angeles Holocaust study Foundation, daring him to 
take up the chall e nge. 

Mr. Mermelstein, who says he watched his mother and two sisters led away to 
the gas chambers at Auschwitz in 1944, accepted, filling out the institute's 

claim form and providing affidavits to support it. 

When the institute would not honor the claim, Mr. Mermelstein sued on grounc 

of breach of contract and emotional distress. 

In the end, last Julv, the Ir-,s-,itute for Historical Re..riew agreed to pay an 

award of i'90,000 and signed a 1:,or of apology to Mr. Mermelstein and "all 

other surv 4...i ,irz of AJschwitz F.:1-  the pain, anguich and auFforing" they 

1,;perinced, 

Al - - F.::r Help 


