
A
lan

 E
h

ren
h

alt respon
ds: 

A
llard K

. L
ow

enstein w
as a m

an of prin-
ciple, com

passion and genuine accom
plish-

m
ent. N

othing in W
illiam

 C
hafe's book chal-

len
g
es th

at reality
, an

d
 n

o
th

in
g
 in

 m
y
 re-

v
iew

 w
as in

ten
d
ed

 to
. h

o
p
e th

at, in
 tim

e, 
th

e atten
tio

n
 d

ev
o
ted

 to
 A

l L
o
w

en
stein

's 

n
cep

er at usw
aid's D

allas room
ing house. 

H
e states th

at I d
id

 n
o
t fin

d
 h

er cred
ib

le 
w

hen she reported that a police car stopped 
o
u
tsid

e h
er h

o
u
se at 1

 p
.m

. an
d
 h

o
n
k
ed

 
tw

ic.eL but that ten pages later I:w
as happy . 

to
 u

se h
er as a w

itn
ess w

h
o
 saw

 O
sw

ald
 

leaving, w
earing a jacket." A

 great pitfall of 
serio

u
s research

 is to
 sep

arate th
e g

o
o
d
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 fro

m
 th

e ch
aff. E

arlen
e R

o
b
-

erts' testim
o
n
y
 ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

 arriv
in

g
 

around 1:00 p.m
. and then leaving w

ith his 
jack

et is th
e sam

e sto
ry

 sh
e to

ld
 fro

m
 th

e 
day of the assassination until the tim

e of her 
death in 1966. H

ow
ever, regarding her sto-

ry about the honking police car, journalist 
H

ugh A
ynesw

orth interview
ed R

oberts on 
the day of the assassination, and then three 
m

o
re

 tim
e
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 fe

w
 

m
onths. R

oberts did not tell the story about 
th

e p
o
lice car in

 th
e first tw

o
 in

terv
iew

s 
w

ith
 A

y
n
esw

o
rth

. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 A
y
n
es-

w
orth, after R

oberts finally told the story, it 
changed "dram

atically" w
ith each retelling. 

T
hat is w

hy I rejected it. M
y reason for that 

decision is explained in a footnote. 
(3) F

rank asserts that in m
y discussion of 

th
e y

o
u
n
g
 O

sw
ald

 th
at I cited

 o
n
ly

 D
r. 

K
enatus H

artog's testim
ony to the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission, "but not the psychiatrist's im
-

pressions from
 1953." A

gain, this is w
rong. 

I cited both H
artog's testim

ony to the W
ar-

ren C
om

m
ission and his conclusion from

 his 
1953 "Y

outh H
ouse P

sychiatrist's R
eport." 

(4) F
ran

k
 slig

h
ts m

y
 research

 fo
r th

e 
book. H

e sum
m

arizes m
y discussion about 

O
sw

ald's use of "544 C
am

p S
t." on som

e of 
his pro-C

astro leaflets by w
riting "that O

s-
w

ald
 sim

p
ly

 fan
cied

 th
at ad

d
ress as h

e 
strolled by it." Y

et C
ase C

losed details the 
anti-C

astro connections to that address (the 
C

uban R
evolutionary C

ouncil), and O
sw

ald's 
desire to em

barrass the anti-C
astro activists 

b
y
 u

sin
g
 th

eir fo
rm

er ad
d
ress o

n
 h

is p
ro

-
C

astro lea flets. 
(5) W

hen discussing an episode in C
linton, 

L
ouisiana, w

here six w
itnesses later claim

ed 
to have seen O

sw
ald together w

ith adven-
turer D

avid F
errie, F

rank asserts that I did 
not dispute the w

itnesses' honesty, but only 
found contradictions in their affidavits, "a 
p
ro

secu
to

r's tactic." F
ran

k
 d

o
es n

o
t ev

en
 

give m
e credit for having unearthed m

issing 
docum

ents from
 N

ew
 O

rleans D
istrict A

t-
torney Jim

 G
arrison's late 1960s' probe into 

Jeffrey
 A

. F
ran

k
 w

rites th
at P

o
sn

er 
brings nothing new

 to "one of the m
ost m

ys-
terious episodes of O

sw
ald's short life"—

his 
v
isit to

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
—

an
d
 d

red
g
es u

p
 th

e 
m

uddy theory that there w
as a second O

s-
w

ald. S
ince w

hen is novelty relevant to his-
toriography? F

rank ignores the recollections 
of the tw

o A
ustralian tourists w

ho saw
 O

s-
w

ald on the bus to M
exico and w

ho clearly 
rem

em
b
ered

 h
im

 at th
e tim

e o
f th

e assas-
sination; the C

uban E
m

bassy staff w
ho iden-

tified O
sw

ald; the picture of O
sw

ald on his 

area p
ain

 o
f o

re 'm
o
m

 in
c grassy 

A
s for th

e "1
2
 p

ercen
t," read

ers sh
o
u
ld

 
be aw

are of P
osner's arithm

etic. A
ccording 

to the H
ouse C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations, 

171 w
itnesses w

ere interview
ed. O

f these, 
76 did not pinpoint a direction for the shots; 

" 4
6
 p

o
in

ted
 to

 th
e T

ex
as -S

chool B
obtrD

e2"• 
pository alone; 29 believed they cam

e from
 

another direction; six believed shots cam
e 

from
 both the D

epository and the knoll, and 
20 believed they cam

e from
 the knoll alone 

' (P
o
sn

er's 1
2
 p

ercen
t). O

n
e co

u
ld

 ju
st as 

w
ell have w

ritten that 27 percent believed 
sh

o
ts cam

e fro
m

 th
e D

ep
o
sito

ry
, an

d
 2

9
 

percent believed they cam
e from

 elsew
here. 

S
uch selectivity is typical of his m

ethodol-
ogy. 

S
im

ilarly, P
osner returns to his explana-

tion of w
hy O

sw
ald m

ay have used the "5
4
4
 

C
am

p S
treet" address on F

air P
lay for C

uba 
handouts, and his insistence that O

sw
ald and 

D
av

id
 F

errie (w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 fo

r m
o
b
 b

o
ss 

C
arlos M

arcello) did not know
 one another. 

P
osner is so determ

ined to keep O
sw

ald and 
F

errie apart that he accepts F
errie's asser-

tion that he never m
et O

sw
ald in the N

ew
 

O
rleans C

ivil A
ir P

atrol, w
here they'd both 

served. P
osner had evidently yet to see the 

p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
 o

n
 P

B
S

' recen
t "F

ro
n
tlin

e," 
sh

o
w

in
g
 O

sw
ald

 an
d
 F

errie to
g
eth

er at a 
sm

all air patrol function in 1955. 
A

s for F
ailure A

nalysis A
ssociates, P

os-
ner acknow

ledges that he w
anted only the 

p
ro

secu
to

r's sid
e o

f w
h
at w

as m
ean

t as a 
dem

onstration—
utilized by prosecution and 

defense—
of com

puter technology. T
he "in-

sin
u
atio

n
" th

at th
ere w

as a "fu
n
d
am

en
tal 

m
isrep

resen
tatio

n
" o

f F
A

A
's w

o
rk

 co
m

es 
not from

 m
e, but from

 the chief executive 
officer of F

A
A

. "It's just disappointing for a 
guy to go around representing this w

ork as 
though it had been com

m
issioned for him

," 
R

o
g
er M

cC
arth

y
 to

ld
 T

h
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

P
o
st's G

eo
rg

e L
ard

n
er, w

o
u
ld

 b
e em

b
ar-

rassed, but apparently not M
r. P

osner." 

B
ook W

orld w
elcom

es letters from
 its read-

ers. L
etters m

a
st b

e typ
ed

. T
h

ey sh
o
u

ld
 b

e 
sign

ed an
d in

clu
de th

e w
riter's address an

d 
daytim

e teleph
on

e n
u

m
ber. B

ecau
se of space 

lim
ita

tio
n

s, th
o
se selected

 fo
r p

u
b
lica

tio
n

 
m

ay be abridged. A
ddress letters to T

h
e E

d-
ito

r, B
o
o
k
 W

o
rld

, T
h

e W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st, 

W
ashington, D

.C
. 20071. 

le
llg

E
n

. i trunk it is fair to 
say

 th
at—

fo
r w

h
at it's w

o
rth

—
h
e w

o
u
ld

 
agree w

ith B
uckley's assessm

ent of m
y fa-

th
er, ev

en
 if h

e h
as m

an
ag

ed
 to

—
d
esp

ite 
--extensive research—

arrive at nothing m
ore-r 

than a five-cent psychoanalysis of his sub-
ject. C

hafe reached the conclusion that m
y 

fath
er w

as a h
o
m

o
sex

u
al, an

d
 sp

en
d
s h

is 
entire book relating everything m

y father 
ever did back to that point. M

y father's trip 
to

 S
o
u
th

 W
est A

frica in
 1

9
5
9
 an

d
 h

is in
-

volvem
ent in the co-founding of the D

um
p 

Johnson m
ovem

ent, to nam
e a couple of ex-

am
ples, w

ere, if C
hafe is to be believed, ex-

cuses to be around young m
en first and pas-

sio
n
ate co

m
m

itm
en

ts to
 im

p
o
rtan

t issu
es 

seco
n
d
. R

eg
ard

less o
f w

h
eth

er o
r n

o
t m

y
 

father ever had hom
osexual experiences in 

his life, this thesis is insidious, libelous, and 
absurd. N

ever Stop R
u

n
n

in
g is, in order to 

support this stunningly shallow
 "insight," a 

600-page ode to brackets and ellipses—
ev-

ery
 q

u
o
te C

h
afe u

ses m
u
st b

e m
o
ld

ed
, 

nipped; tucked. and coddled to fit his ow
n 

voice—
of w

hich Joe M
cG

inniss m
ight be 

proud. T
he book is as replete w

ith factual 
errors as it is w

ith psycho-babble. 
A

s far as E
hrenhalt's ow

n opinions, per-. 
haps he should go to A

rlington C
em

etery, 
w

h
ere h

e w
ill see o

n
 a larg

e m
arb

le slab
 

part of R
obert K

ennedy's "R
ipple of H

ope" 
speech, w

hich m
y father helped w

rite. M
ay-

be he could visit the C
ongress or the S

en-
ate, w

here dozens of the young people m
y 

father helped inspire now
 w

ork. H
e could 

talk to any of the hundreds of people across 
th

e co
u
n
try

 w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 w

ith
 o

r d
eb

ated
 

against A
l L

ow
enstein, all of w

hom
 w

ould 
tell him

 that m
y father m

ade a difference—
in S

outh A
frica, in N

am
ibia, in M

ississippi, 
in the drive to end the w

ar in V
ietnam

 and 
th

e '6
8
 cam

p
aig

n
, an

d
 at th

e U
n
ited

 N
a-

tions. 
T

O
M

 L
O

W
E

N
ST

E
IN

 
E

vanston, Ill. 

H
arvey O

sw
ald, at the A

ugust. 1992, A
m

er-
ican B

ar A
ssociation convention, I contacted 

F
A

A
 and expressed interest in utilizing the 

w
ork they had put togetherin the prosecu- 

' fia
t!.  of O

sw
ald. D

r, R
obert P

iziali agreed, 
and not only did F

A
A

 check the accuracy of 
m

y
 d

raft ch
ap

ter o
n
 th

e sin
g
le b

u
llet, b

u
t 

they later assisted graphic artists w
ho cre-

ated
 th

e b
o
o
k
's ap

p
en

d
ix

 ab
o
u
t b

allistics. 
A

lthough F
A

A
 m

ade presentations both for 
th

e d
efen

se an
d
 p

ro
secu

tio
n
 sid

es o
f th

e 
O

sw
ald

 m
o
ck

 trial, th
ey

 o
n
ly

 b
ro

k
e n

ew
 

ground w
ith the technological w

ork done for 
the prosecution. W

hat is presented in C
ase 

C
losed 

is 
a 

co
m

p
letely

 accu
rate v

iew
 o

f 
F

A
A

's technological breakthroughs. 
T

h
e in

sin
u
atio

n
 th

at I claim
ed

 th
at th

e 
F

A
A

 enhancem
ents w

ere com
m

issioned for 
the book is false. In the book, the citations 
to F

A
A

's w
ork and D

r. P
iziali's testim

ony 
refer to the 1992 A

B
A

 m
ock trial, w

hich is a 
m

atter of public record. 
F

ran
k
 en

d
s h

is d
iscu

ssio
n .  o

f th
e F

A
A

 
w

ork by saying that the result of the A
B

A
 

m
o
ck

 trial w
as a h

u
n
g
 ju

ry
. I am

 n
o
t su

re 
w

hat significance he im
plies by that, since 

the F
A

A
 w

ork w
as only a part of the trial, 

and did not address the question of conspir-
acy

. I am
 n

o
t su

rp
rised

 at th
e ju

ry
's in

d
e-

cisio
n
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 F
A

A
's D

r. R
o
b
ert 

P
iziali, all his w

ork proves is that a single 
shooter had the necessary tim

e to fire three 
sh

o
ts fro

m
 th

e rear, an
d
 th

at th
e so

-called
 

m
agic bullet w

as possible. B
eyond that he 

could not venture a guess as to w
hether the 

shooter w
as O

sw
ald, or if there w

as a con-
spiracy in the case. 

G
E

R
A

L
D

 PO
SN

E
R

 
N

ew
 Y

ork 

—
e
n
:, w

o
rk

 p
re

s
e
n
te

d
 

T
V

 d 
J c th 	

k
 ri 	

f L
 

o
n
 o

u
rtd

u
rin

g
 e

 m
a
c
 t a

 o
 e

e
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nal my to use Mt HS 3 WI MeSS WOO 55W 
Id leaving, wearing a jacket. In his cu-
1 wooden pprtrait of the young Oswald 
rayed with far more insight by Priscilla 
on McMillan'in 'Marina and Lee and 
in Don DeLillo's fictional Libra), the 
r cites Dr. Renatus Hartogs's psychi-
testimony to the Warren Cornelis-

-but not the psychiatrist's impressions 
1953. 	. 	. 
doing this sort of thing, Posner avoids 
liversions and inevitable blind alleys 
asrinate4Ricschut he also turns awar 
the veil retrinyAtiriea -of the case. 
lie concedes tI4E finding the address 
Camp Street" on Oswald's Fair Play 

:uba handouts in New Orleans is in-
ing; it was, after all, also the address of 
3annister, a former Hit agent, who had 
o various right-wing and racist causes. 
ier user of 5.14 Camp was Bannister's 
time a :sociate, David Ferrie, who 
rid with anti Castro Cubans and for 
boss Carlos Matcello. But while Posner 
sles that Ferrie and Bannister were a 
:ige and memorable pair of associates," 
kes Oswald out of their orbit by reject-
estimmly that they knew each other 
;upposing that 'Oswald simply fancied 
iddress as lie strolled by—and had no 
ble ties to it. 
nilarly, after Posner recounts that the 
e Select Committee found a link be-
n Oswald and Ferric in New Orleans to 
reilible and significant," he attacks the 
isinterested witnesses who saw them 
her in a small Louisiana town. He does 
lispitte these witnesses' honesty but 
r buds contradictions in their early 
vita—a prosecutor's tactic. 
.r dues he bring anything new to one of 
nost mysterious episorles in Oswald's 
life: a trip in Mexico City in late Sep-

er 1963. Posner acknowledges' that 
theorists believe that the man who 
repeated visits to the Cuban and So-

embassies. there might have been an 
:tor—an indication that a plot was 
. "The issue is a fertile nne," Posner 

"because of several factors, including 
nificani CIA blunder that the Agency 
ever completely clarified." The rig ghtly 
23-year-old Oswald was described in a 

■pe as "approximately 35 years old, 
an athletic build, about six feet tall, 

a receding hairline." A CIA photograph 
to he of Oswald shows a man who was 
lswald—hut matches that description., 
Jerome, reported voile recordings of 
ild made at the time have been lost, 
ugh a staff member of the Warren 
nission heard one as late as 1t164. 
this, of course, may be a simple accu-

t ion of bureaucratic botches (e.g., mis-
hing a photo with someone else under 
'Malice, as the tIA said), but it makes 
nit linked speculation, particularly if you 
a conspiratorial bent. Posner does not 
that inclination, which is probably a 
thing in a project of this sort_ But his 

nise to what is most baffling is simply 
little evidence that annoys him and find 
in the messengers who hear it. 
the end, Posner leaves the case not 

• •/ 	 ova. JA-1•11,".4.111•15 

of a one-man angel of death. Early in the 
book, he writes: "On my first official day, I 
sent to Washington a list of witnesses I 
planned to interview • . William Pawky 
was near the top of that list. Exactly one 
week later, jPawleyl, in bed in his mansion 
on Miami Beach with a nervous ailment, put 
a gun to his chest and committed suicide,{. 

Then: "A week before I had scheduled.to 
call (exiled Cuban president Carlos' I'd* for 
au interview, lie went to the side of his Mi-
ami Beach home, sat in a chaise outside the 
garage and shot himself in the heart." 

And, finally: "About four hours after I had 
been there [George de Mottrenschildcal 
daughter told him of my visit and gave him 
my card 	shortly afterward he said be 
was going upstairs to rest. What de Mob-
renschildt then apparently did was take,a 
.20-gauge shotgun • . • barrel in his mouth, 
leaned forward and pulled the trigger." 

Maybe it's something in Fonzi's manlier. 
Like many researchers, Fonzi is struck by 

the way things seem to dovetail, the some-
times startling coincidences. After all, it, is 
true enough that Oswald's closest friendlin 
Dallas was the enigmatic White Russian.de 
Molirenschildt and that de Mohrenschildi 
had been a friend of the Bouvier family and 
known Jacqueline Bouvier as a little girlJt 
is fascinating, but what can it possibly 
mean? 

:4, 
01 

UCH LINKAGES (though Apt 
That particular out.) are what propel 
Peter Dale Scott, a professorqOf 
English at Lieukeley and an assassi-

nation theorist for more than two decades, 
Scott seems to know. almost everything 

that is publicly known about the murdecof 
OK. Ile writes with authority and in a 
strangely clel.mited, lucid prose. Perhapd it 
is because he knows almost everything that 
lie has an irresistible impulse to connect 
almost every [Nue. 

Some of these lies have absorbed other 
students of the case—such as those of Jack 
Ruby 141 such orgailizeil crime figures..as 
Lewis Mt Willie, who insuaged the Tropi-
cana nightclub in Havana—connections that 

'the House Select Committee fomid impor-
tant hut that the Warren Commission more 
or less ignored. 	 't 

I tot S.4'011. hi I 1 Mil lxrnrrres, in his book, 
iiicreasingly 1:h:of 	trolling mil endless 
linkal,es –:ill lo support his "deep politics" 
theme, %hit lr is that the American century 
is unfatironiably corropt. Ultimately, Scott 
appeals to gm altruist the hem!. In one pr- 
sage, too 	g to some in full, he manages 
to connect Ruby to Candy Bar r, the stripper 
and "protegee" of gangster Mickey Coin. 
Barr in tarn is connected In the Bobby Bak-
er scandal through friends ol Baker. They 

• are connected by marriage to one Maureen 
Bitter, whip would later become known as 
(taetal) Ma Dean, after marrying John 
Dean. of Watergate fame. 	 s• 

After a while, these connections become 
a source of wonderment, though not per-
haps as Scott intended. This is the sort of 

Airing that gives EkeptiCIIIIII 3 bad name. ! • 

ru DONAL 114001149 

FBI reconstructions for the Warren 
Commission to approximate the telescopic 
view of the assassin 

closed but 'murky. To seal the argument 
that one bullet struck Kennedy and Gov. 
John Connally--a sine quit non of the lone-
assassin theory—Posner uses computer-en-
hanced material developed by the San Fran-
cisco firm Failure Analysis Associates. Yet 
Roger McCarthy, the firm's CEO, has since 
expressed outrage over.what he calls a "fun-
damental misrepresentation" of the data—
including an implication that the work was 
commissioned by Posner. hi fact, McCarthy 
told The Washington foil's George Lardner 
that the company's work was developed as a 
demonstration of technology for the Amer-
ican Bar Association and was used in the 
course of a mock trial of Oswald. The result 
of that mock trial was a hung jury. 

One virtue of Posner's hook is that it re-
plies to critics who have had free, and often 
irresponsible, rein with the subject, and in 
the course of it lie assails such Ilieorists.as 
Gaeton Fonzi. 

Fonzi worked as an investigator far the 
House Select Cammittee, and his particular 
obsession, then AIM HOW, is Maurice Bishop, 

'a sheilowy figure who he believed ran assas-
sination plots against Fidel Castro. Bishop 
also founded the guerrilla group Alpha 66, 
which continued to conduct raids on Cuba 
after the 1962 missile 

Fonzi, when he worked for the Ilinise 
committee, became friendly with Antoido 
Veciana, the leader of Alpha hei, who told 
Fonzi this story: In September 1963, he 
visited Dallas and saw Bishop together with 
Lee Harvey Oswald. ("I did not look up," 
Fonzi' writes in his excitable way. "In my 

i mind, I fell off the chair.") Fonzi was partic-
ularly eager to prove that Maurice Bishop 
was  the same person as David Atlee Phil-
lips, a former chief of CIA operations in 
Latin America and the man who headed the 
CIA unit in Mexico City during the time of 
Oswald's reported visit. 

Alas for Fonzi, Veciana would not confirm 
!that dual identity. When Fonzi, in his role as 
Blouse investigator, brought Phillips arid 
Veciaria face to fare, Veciana said, "'No, 

      

      



F. A, We 	• • 

The Magic Bullet 
By Gerald Posner 

6ONSPIRACY BUFFS HAVE YEARNED FOR 30 YEARS for a witness able to supply conclusive 

evidence about what happened in Dealey Plaza. We now have that witness, thanks to 

technological advances. Computer enhancements of the famous home movie of JFK's 

motorcade by Abraham Zapruder, as well as scale re-creations using computer anima-

tion, have settled key issues with a precision unattainable by the Warren 

Commission in 1964 or the House Select Committee on Assassinations 

in 1978. They establish — 

• That Oswald had ample time to fire three shots. 

■That one of the shots—dubbed the "magic bullet" by skeptics—did 

indeed pass through both John Kennedy and John Connally. 

• That no second gunman, on the grassy knoll or anywhere else, fired 

any shots into Kennedy or Connally. 

The first issue is timing. In 1964, the FBI's les' I firing of Oswald's 

Mannlicher-Carcano rifle determined that a minimum of 2.25 to 2.3 

Bullet that 	seconds was necessary between shots to operate the bolt and re-aim. 
hit JFK and 

Since the first bullet was already in the rifle's chamber and ready to fire, 
Connally: 

true size 	that meant Oswald had to operate the bolt action twice. According to 

the Warren Commission, the fastest he could have fired all three shots 

was 4.5 seconds. The House select committee, in its 1977 reconstruction tests, reduced 

the time necessary for three effective shots to 3.3 seconds. 

The borne movie made by Zapruder, a Dallas dressmaker, serves as a time clock for 

the assassination. By figuring when the first and last shots took place, it is possible to 

know how much total time the shooter had. The third shot is the easiest to pinpoint. 

On the Zapruder film, the president is hit in the head at frame 313. No matter what 

number of shots they heard, the witnesses were almost unanimous that the head shot 

was the final one. 

Determining the lime of the first shot —the start of the assassination clock—is hard- 
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JAMES H. LESAR 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
018 F STREET. N.W., 1.10014 509 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20004 

TELErHome4202/ 393-1921 

January 4, 1994 

Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

Dear Harold, 

I appeared on Fox Morning News with Gerald Posner sometime in 
November. After the show he took me aside and told me, "look, I 
know the case isn't closed." He said, in essence, that the title 
was intended to be provocative. Also that he had had some conver-
sation with George Lardner in which he asked Lardner whether he 
would be bothered if the title had been "Case for the Prosecution" 
instead of "Case Closed," and Lardner said no. 

He also told me that his goal was simply to get Oswald back 
into the picture, saying "he hasn't been there for the past 30 
years." As I understood it, he would be satisfied if he succeeded 
only in getting the question of Oswald's guilt back into the 
debate. You may want to check with Paul Hoch on this, as he told 
me he had explained this position to Hoch. 

After the Fox show, I appeared with Posner on an Irish talk 
show by telephone. This was probably a week or two after the Fox 
show. During the course of this show I noted that Posner had told 
me that he knew that the case is not closed. Posner did not dis-
pute my statement. 

Enclosed is a copy of the memo in which the FBI proposes to 
give the HSCA a copy of the Dallas field office files on JFK being 
made available to you--if all else fails. I think this is one of 
the documents you recently asked me for. 

Very hastily. 

Best regards to you and Lil 



r
/ 

B
y N

icholas von H
offm

an -  

'M
ow

 that the nations dim
e has gulped on the occasion 

I
N

 of the 30th anniversary of John K
ennedy's m

urder, 
please excuse a few

 im
polite noises em

anating not from
 the 

heart but die bow
el. If truth be told, the slain K

ennedy ow
es 

as m
uch to his killer as he did to his father and his father's 

m
oney. W

ithout L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, I.F
.K

_ w
ould just be 

another nondescript, one-term
 P

resident. standing in that 
palsied row

 of ancient form
er C

hief E
xecutives behind B

ill 
C

linton on those occasions of state w
hen political shades 

from
 the past are sum

m
oned to get a bill through C

ongress 
or m

anifest a m
indless solidarity on behalf of free trade, the 

cocaine w
ars or another panacea du jour. 

W
hatever lasting celebrity K

ennedy has been accorded, 
he can thank O

sw
ald for it H

ad he died a natural death from
 

any of the things w
e've subsequently learned ailed him

, he 
w

ould be as profoundly unknow
n as W

illiam
 M

cK
inley, 

w
ho also w

as called the "m
artyred President" until the coun-

try forgot he'd ever existed_ In historical im
portance, how

-
ever. M

cK
inley ranks a few

 notches higher than K
ennedy: 

T
he form

er, after all, guided the U
nited S

tates to victory in 
a w

ar that com
m

itted the nation to a course of internation-
alism

 it has scarcely deviated from
 since. 

A
s an historic figure, K

ennedy deserves to be ranked 
about on a par w

ith Jam
es A

. G
arfield, w

ho, in 1881, w
as also 

shot dow
n by a m

adm
an. N

either P
resident lived to ac-

com
plish m

uch that w
as m

em
orable and both m

en had m
ot-

tled escutcheons. G
arfield's reputation for financial probity 

w
as not the sam

e after he w
as com

prom
ised by his role in 

the C
redit M

obilier railroad bond scandals. O
n the other 

hand, G
arfield at least w

as a m
odel husband and father. 

som
ething not said of K

ennedy. 
Y

et 30 years after G
arfield's death, not even historian; 

w
ere paying him

 m
uch m

ind. M
cK

inley, w
ho also m

et his 
death at the hands of a gun-w

ielding left-w
ing crackpot w

as cO
M

M
EN

TA
R

Y
 

all but unknow
n by 1931, three decades after his m

urder. 
S

d w
hy is K

ennedy still hanging around to bother us?_ 
-'r T

h e condnuing intrusioriof .1.F.IC
's ghost into the w

orld of 
the living is partially accounted for by the near-religious con-
victim

 held by m
any that his real killer has never been nam

ed 
or apprehended T

he fact that no person w
ith any plausible 

connection to the foul deed other than O
sw

ald has ever sur-
faced has done nothing to discourage the belief that it w

as 
gunm

an (or gunm
en) K

 not O
sw

ald. w
ho pulled the trigger. 

P
eople haven't been able to sw

allow
 the idea that life is 

so crazy and so unpredictable that a psychotic jerk could 
buy him

self a cheap gun and get off a couple of lucky shots. 
thereby ending the life of a handsom

e. glam
orous young 

P
resident. A

t least John W
ilkes B

ooth. if not all his con-
federates in the conspiracy to m

urder A
braham

 L
incoln, w

as 
driven by em

otions and m
otives on behalf of a cause- w

e can 
understand if not approve. T

o this day, the m
ishm

ash inside 
O

sw
ald's cabeza rem

ains as incom
prehensible as w

hat im
-

pelled that other hom
icidal loony to m

urder John L
ennon. 

L
incoln truly w

as a m
artyred P

resident, crim
inally slain 

by real political enem
ies in a real conspiracy. N

o m
atter how

 
m

uch of a tragedy, his death m
ade sense and had m

eaning. 
K

ennedy's death didn't It w
as as random

 an extinction 
of life as that of a bug getting zapped by the fum

igator w
hile 

other bugs get aw
ay. S

o the search for a rational killer, a 
m

urderer w
ith a political m

otive, no m
atter how

 vile, is a 
w

ay of refusing to accirs ' pt that w
e hum

an beings. even the 
greatest of us, die w

ith the sam
e predictability and for the 

sam
e reasons as cockroaches. T

he thought that our com
ings 

and goings are so m
eaningless is too m

uch to bear. 
For the sam

e reasons, perhaps, the deadly event itself has 
been invested w

ith an overarching im
portance. T

he days 
after the assassination are called the tim

e that television cam
e 

of age, but that's certainly a m
odest observation. M

ore 
grandiose ones are frequently m

entioned O
ver the last few

 
w

eeks w
e've been told again and again that it w

as in N
o- 

vem
ber of 1963 that "A

m
erica lost its innocence," although 

the m
etaphor seem

s absurd in our sexually licentious tim
es. 

T
he m

urder and its afterm
ath are m

ade equivalent to the 
pulsion of A

dam
 and E

ve from
 E

den_ B
y this crim

e, w
e are 

asked to infer, a once-pure A
m

erica w
as henceforth fated 

to w
ander and labor in pain, m

ystification and sin. It is said 
that the day K

ennedy w
as m

urdered. A
m

erica fell apart. 
m

orally at least and w
e w

ent to hell in a hand basket. as a 
rising generation of young idealists dropped into a state of 
cynicism

 and disbelief. T
he death of K

ennedy is repeated-
ly described to us as the passage across a tim

e line, an abrupt 
transition from

 a golden age to an epoch of dross. 
M

aybe so, but A
m

erican social com
m

entators have spent 
m

ost of this century m
arking tim

e lines and rem
arking on 

our lost innocence. It w
as said of the G

reat W
ar, that disil-

lusioning crusade of 1917-i 8: it w
as said again in the shock 

of the D
epression and yet again after P

earl H
arbor. In fact, 

it has been said so often that A
m

erica figures to be a girl 
w

ith an ever regenerating hym
en w

ho, ever revirginized, 
starts up again pure and unsullied, so that she m

ay once m
ore 

be violated by the tragedy of history. 
T

hough w
e have had four m

urdered P
residents, only the 

day of K
ennedy's assassination is recognized. A

fter the 
deaths of the first three, a trade in m

orruarial m
em

orabilia 
sprang up. but it certainly didn't last for 30 years. G

arfield 
and M

cK
inley soon dropped out of m

em
ory because they 

didn't bulk large enough. L
incoln w

as a different story, re-
m

em
bered not for how

 and w
hen he died but for w

ho he 
w

as and w
hat he did. F

or the author of the E
m

ancipation 
Proclam

ation and the G
ettysburg A

ddress. his life, not his vi-
olent and untim

ely death, is w
hat w

e fix on. F
or P

resident 
John F

. K
ennedy, now

 chiefly rem
em

bered for the w
hores, 

tarts. strum
pets, bim

bos, actresses. casual office w
orkers, 

trollops, bobbysoxers, hookers and rich society ladies he 
bedded, w

hat else is there to fix on other than the tim
e and 

m
ariner of his dem

ise? 


