Tl CUTECNENS

Assistant Attorney Caneral = Jme 7, 1978

Crizinal Divisioca .

Actention: Mr. Sobert L. Xauch 1 - Mr, Mintz
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Enclosed sra

: N : i:h. fuﬁigtml ;;g* two ecpicn!of a
BECOT 0D b 1 to =n requast ©
P o for delivery of PRI paces
s e “,

The Comxittsa 1s nnk.!.:,g this raqoast at tha FEl's
sugzestiocn in lieu of a Tequest foT all Prasidant Jokn Y.
Egrmedy assassinaticn filas {n both Field Offices.

Sgveral weeks &gO, ESCA Staff Membar Robert Genzman
gnformally inquirsd ragarding the feasibilicy of obtaining .
all assassination files #rom the FBI's Dallas and New Orlazns
Fiald Offices, Es was t.haﬁdﬂ.ud that the sheer volume
of such filas (approxisate l-;:}t}volmes oz 170,000 pages)
would cresats a severs burden on the FBI to obtain, raproducs

and procass than for ESCA cmrsr dﬂévsr:r.
37519292957
It was pointsd a:}mt such an mdr?:akln; 9

should be approached with judicicus consideration sincs,’
as tha Departoment is zwvars, in a case such as the assassinaticn
of President Kaennedy, all substative informaticn being
raportad and reeordad by intTa and intsroffica coammications
was ultimataly inclodad in rsports oT coommications furnished
to Y31 Headquartars (r3IEQ). The ESCA has already had access
to or dalivery of all goch reporting froa tha FBIHQ files om
the Prasident Jomm T. Yernady and Zaverand Martin Luther King,
Jr., assassinations. Furtherzora, the ESCA has also recaived
e, B . dalivery of the his Field Office files in the 2 .
S 48 A @ssassinatica and a abculd zzply demcmstrats ¥YBI reporting
Sw. 184 — procedurss. 1f the Cosalttes has found anything to the
- o coutrary during a reviev_ oftthese £i1les, it should, perhaps,
Cin e be Trequested to {dentcify such a specific instance in oxder
. to show cause why 1 ,quires raview of the WO uminous

. 0 o the assacsination ‘of ﬁ"?dg?f
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2 order to azsist the Comittse, iz has been

present requast so that upon dalivery of ths preassassinaticn
documents, it might thoroughly analyze god coopara tha i
Tiald Office documents to the FATHQ documents alrsady
furnishad, By so doing, it should becoma apparsnt to tha
Commirrse that no substantive {nformation bearing on the
ecurss or outcoms of the Lae Harvey Oswald investigation

was coittad from reports or ocmamicaticns ultizataly
dirsctad to FBIHQ.

. In additieom, it has bamn suggestad to Mr, Cenzman
that, ones tha HSCA has had ample opportunity to thoroughly
digeat the contsnts of ths preassassination {eld docu=Dents
as cocpared to tha FBIHQ documents, should it bave further
reservations about tha type of informatiom rasiding in Field
O0ffica files and not sent to FBIHQ, it might then consider
requasting documents from the Dallas Field Office post-
assassination files for a yery narrov time frama, 1f this
£3ils to satisfy Committse Tequiremants and if eoneur,
the Comittes would then be offerad a cop{ of the Fraedom of
Information Act relaase cn the Dallas Yiald Office President
Jobn ¥. Kennedy assassinacion filas, which will be produced
in response to a pending request from Mr, Harold Welsberg.
Eowsver, it is estimated that at lesst 90 days will be
requirsd to procsss the Dallas ¥Yisld Offics files raquastad
by Mr. Weisbarg. . .

In short, an existing court cordar requires producticn
of tha Dallas snd Naw Orleans Field Offics filas for ?
¥-. Welsberg. Absent a compelling Taasom not prasently in
avidenca, it is falc that a Committee Tequast for a separats
production of all Dallas and New Orlesns Field Office files
would creats an undus burdea omn tha Y31's already strained
resources in this arsa and should be rasisted stranucusly.

You ars Taquestad to fuznish a copy of the pemcrandum
” m m- v, L
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suggested to Mr, Genrman that the Committae maks this ' S
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NOTE: This response had been coordinated with the Fresdom

% Information - Privacy Act Branch and Legal Liaison

and Congressional Affairs Unict, msl Counsel Division.

It is felt that this response should be used as a wvehicla

to acquaint Mr, Keuch with the ESCA's overtures toward obtaining
the massive Dallas and New Orleans Field OZfice £files, .
Upon review at FBIEQ, it was noted that no Serial &4 exists

in the New Orleans file on Oswald. New Orleans alrtel to :
FBIHQ, dated 5/12/78, captioned "Lee Harvey Oswald,” advised .
that “there was a mistake in the original serialization

of this file, and there is no serial numbered four.™
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