Hal Verb
P.0. Box 421815
S.F., Ca. 94142-1815

f/ 10/13/93
Harold Weisberg
7627 01d Receiver Road
Frederick, Md. 21702

Dear Hal:
I'm enclosing a recent article in the S.F. Chronicle on

Posner written by‘Jerry Carroll, a columnist who has a daily
feature in the paper. It is quite apparent that PBsner gave
Carroll the "snow job" during the interview and from the
article you can see that Carroll really has nothing but a
superficial knowledge of the whole case. Carroll makes ref-
erences to straw men that Posner was only to happy to pro-
vide. He knew what he was doing.

Since I don't know Carroll it is very possible that
the interview was conducted on 9/29/93 at the Green Apple
book store in S.F. I was present as were both Paul Hoch and
Dr. Gary Aguilar and we heard him (Posner) discuss his book.
Channel 4 TV and their top newscaster, Pete Wilson, showed up
and must've interviewed him but I never got the chance to see
what they put ®n the news that night.

During the question period all three of us got to ask
Posner a question or two. Aguilar faulted Posner for misusing
Dr. Hartogs "clinical" evaluation of Oswald when he was a
truant and erring child. I then asked Posner about Oswald's
possible government connections and why he so easily dismissed
this in his book. I pointed to the Oswald "slip" when he was
on WDSU in August, 1963 and I asked him why he ignored men-
tion of the "crypto" revelation both discussed in your book,
"Oswald in New Orleans". I then asked him how come that when
he put his bibliography together after mentioning that you had
written 6 books on the JFK case he only included .2 books and
left out "Oswald in N.O." To the latter question Te replied
that he only put in his bibliography those beeoks he actuglly
used or referred to. I answered him that I was extremely pul-
zled by his responrghﬁiiguss I noted that he (Posner) had made
negative comments@ 08wald's transposition of numbers as
addresses when Oswald was in New Orleans and that you had dis-
cussed this in your book, " Oswald in N.0." I had caught him,
in my opinion, off guard and he never really answered the gques-
tion.

When I pressed Posner on Oswald's possible links to a
gov't agency I asked him if he were familiar with some reports
that Oswald could have ties with ONI or another agency (I did
not specify CIA). He said he was familiar with this and <EeI
asked why, then, hadn't he at least contacted the ONI to find
out if there were any merit to these allegations. To establish
a record is how I put it. His answer to this was that it would
not do any good - that that agency most likely would not give
him any answers and that, in any event, the record would most
likely be "destroyed". To which I promptly retorted, that is
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JFK author dares to cla,lm
there Was no consplracy

By David Mehegan
GLOBE STAFF

wo picketers paced back and

forth in front of the Copley

Plaza Hotel one recent Satur-
day, handing out leaflets and
carrying signs bearing the
message, “Case Still Open.” It was not a

labor dispute — they were protesting the

appearance inside of Gerald Posner, au-
thor of a new book called “Case Closed:
Lee Harvey Oswald and the Assassina-
tion of JFK.”

Posner’s unforgivable offense; His

book concludes that there was no con-

spiracy in the murder of President John'
F. Kennedy 80 years ago this month.
Oswald killed Kennedy, the book: con-
cludes, Jack Ruby killed Oswald, and
both acted alone for their own dement-
ed motives, In other words, Posner
maintains, the Warren Commlasion ba-
gically had it right all along, ok
“It's ironic that this opinion is* Lhe
most controversial after 30 years,”
Posner says during an interview in the
lobby, while the protesters march back
and forth. “People look at me and ‘say,

- ‘Are you kidding? Oswald acted alone?

POSNER, Page 68



‘z» Union, and many others. The book

“Cased Cl_osed’: Warren Was‘l'iéht

+ [ POSNER
Continued from Page 61
You really believe that?' as if I were
: u naive fool or a dupe. I did not real-
, \ze the extent to which this view ia
- denigrated in the public mind.”

“leaflet paased out by the protestéers f
al the Copley snarled, “Someone/

¥ who wants the ‘case closed' is back-

i It ia & shame.

4 since bullets flew in Dealey Plaza, =)
more than 2,000 books have been , wald sleeping with his mother until
iy written about the mssassination.’ ~age 11} bullying smaller children in -
~There are bookstores that specialize sehaol; scorned and tuunted by fel-
_ In assassination books, an annual - low Marines; chasing his sister-in-
“conspiracy convention in Dallas 'law with & lmife; beating his wife
y~where one can buy assassination -mercilessly; attempting to assassi--
s board T-shirts and bumper nate right-wing Gen. Edwin Walker
. gtickers. But it's no longer fust the - (with the same rifle he later used to
* *ujunatie fringe. kill the president) but missing Walk-
L7" Last year there was Oliver er's head by a hair; sitting In his
.Btone’s movie “JFK,” which impli- apartment in his underwear, practic-
cates the CIA and treats New Or ing opening and closing the bolt on
:leans DA Jim Garrison aa a erusad- hia Mannlicher-Carcanao rifle; racing
I Ing hero, Redefining the lower limits down the staira of the Texas school-
< of taste, the usually-respectable Vi- book -depositéry building
" shooting and bumping into & police-

he

learna that Oswald works in the

» Ofiver Stone, promising “the com- . building; blowing sway 2 Dallas po-
plete photographic record of the as- . licemsn In front of witnesses. We see
i the conspiracy and the Oswald emotionally stunted and so-

eoverup.  clally isolated, enraged that hin bril-
4%<: Gersld Posner, 39, was never an + lisnce and greatness are not appreci-
.., asassination hobbyist. A natty, wiry ated. .
i~ former Wall Btreet lawyer, he has Posner believea that once you
7 Written booka about Nazi doctor Jo- know Oswald's story, yon eannot
seph Mengele, New York's Chinese conceive of anyone else being in-
mafis and the adult children of Nazi volved. “If I had cut the book off in
' war eriminals, He is & shrewd, skep-  the first half,” he says, "right at Dea-
» tical investigative reporter who set ley Plaza, you still would have a good
<rout to debunk myths and boil the idea what happened and why. By the
+ questions surrounding the assassina- time Oswald gets to the sixth-floor
tion down to the “four or five issues window, you believe he did it be-
*"that still need investigation.” In the cause you know this fellow.” -
md,lherlecldedﬂw.uwemmm
“I never thought it was the gov- R .
::errtmenl.," Posner saya. “My view of Admiration for first m
government was one of inefficient Posner used new ballistic studies
*bungling. I didn't think the CIA and computer enhancements of the
soconld pull off an sssassination and fwmous Zapruder film. Combining
»ikeep it a secret for 30 minutes, let these with forensic evidence, Posner
¢+ alone 30 yedrs.” He did think a small concludes that Oswald fired three
+- "iitehen corspiracy” was possible: " bullets from the gixth floor of the
few of Omwald's friends, who knew Texas school-book depository build-
».his violen!. tendencies, egging him ing: The first missed, the second
on, then keeping quiet for 30 years.," passed through Kennedy and Texas
, - But that too he abandoned. Gov. John Connolly and the third
T : " killed the president. Posner’s investi-
EL : him feelin
" Hundreds interviewed mp.m].mﬂ, e
" He started from scratch, inter- for the cournge and character of Jac-
ts+tlewing hundreds of witnesses, in- = queline Kennedy." }
yeciuding the doctors who worked on *It was such an emotional experi-
Kennedy at Parkland Hospital, the ~ ence for me,” Posner recalls,
“*Dallas police, Marina Oswald Porter, hear the doctors [at Parkland Hospi-

P pen

;. this fellow on Sunday; thinkin

and then to hold yourself together in
front of the whole eountry and the
world, to march In that funeral pa-
to be atole for your children.

us a favor and instead doing
%M&Mp«’#
y .

“the assansination cottage industry.
.I"have no problem with someone
writing a book - 1 wrote & book — but
1 would hope good journalistic,

standards would be fol-

the movie is simply one minority
view," Posner says. “But If he made
5 $50 million movie that eaid the Ho-
locaust was 8 hoax, and then said,
“Well, this is just one poasible view,'
the ADL and everyone else includ-
ing me would be in front of the the-
ater saying ‘Close it down, this is an
abomination of history, it affects
people’s'minds,’ but we tolerate it in
this case because it has moved into
the entertainment field.”

Part of the disbelief that Oswald
could have killed Kennedy on his
own, Posner thinks, comes from a
sense of imbalance between the
eriminal and the crime. “This was
Camelot,” he says, "and all that it
represented. It's like William Man-
chester says [in “Death of a Presi-
dent"}: Look at the Holocaust, 6 mil-:
fion Jewish victims on one side, the
Naris on the other. There's some
parity there: greatest crime, great-
est criminals, But in this ease, you
have a young, charismatic president
with so much and on the
other side you have this psychopath-
ie loser with a $12 rifle, in Mhnches-

_people who knew Oswald in his ¢ tal] go through that scene, Tha blanje—side of the scale.”

youth and in the Marines, his friends * 'stare

acki€’s face, , .. Mra. John-
““¥nd employers, the KGB agent

around the corner (in the

coming
y»signed to keep an eyé 6n him during” hospital ecorridor] and seeing her

hin 1959-1062 sojourn in the Soviet standing there slone,”and
her arma around her.” Ladybird

follows Oswald's tor ted life (and * Joh Inter lled that

: "secondarily that of Jack Ruby) from: “You always think of her ... as being

“ his birth in New Orleans to a Dallas  insulated, protected; ahe was quite

1vaniper’s nest, then to his death in 2  alone. I don't think I ever saw any-

“*dim police station basement. *  one o much alone in my life”

tv*.. The result In » gripping chronicle

;"of neglect, rage, hatred, mental im- Poaner says, “is astonishing. To have

'bﬂlnceandobmaioa,“kmﬂs- your spouse killed in Cront of you

3

"“What she went through,” '

Gerald Posner will-write_other |
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ecalling me 25 years later. You have
opengd Pandora’s Box. You may gu
on to something else, but they will
still be out there’™



