“Pbadune P~ RF fo gyt



F‘—h

The draft of Robert's reply, also prepared by Willens, is word
for word the letter he signed under date of June 12 and later was pub-
lished, save for a blank in the draft for the date.

‘ The blackmailer gave his receipt. Willens wrote Ketzenbach on
June 12 enclosing a copy of the letter warren had signed. He also said:

I 1ight of our discussicn on Thursday, June L, 1964, X
haye prepared @ Froposed rasponse to this lettor from the Coezaizsion.
™o letter i3 coopletely satistactory to Vs Bamidn gnd tha Cidet
Sustisce, and the Chief Justics feels thst such a responaic will
olimingts any noed to call the sttorpey (Geneyal as a wiinmeas belfore

the Commissian.

[fis barcly-visible initialling appears at the left edge of the page! HJ )

Here it ia spelled out & 1little more clearly, for it was never
{ntended that any outside eyes would see 1t: Robert's signature "will
sliminate eny need to call" him "gs a witness before the Commission".

' A "witness" who knew nothing, to the Commission's own knowledge
mew nothing - who depended upon the Gommission and the FBI for all the
hearsay he heard - but possessed of the magical name.

The letter extracted from him by this blackmail has a greatly
mdified version of what Willens' June L memo discloses of Robert's

gources. 1t makes no reference
and does not even say that he knew only what he had been told. Instead,
that comes out as "I have, however, Teceived periodic reports about the

york of the Commission” from Warren, Katzenbach and Willens.

The endorssment lies in this langusge (from which, if later
quoted, the first four words could esasily be omitted): "Based on these
reports, I am confident that every effort is being made by the Presi-
dent's Commission to fulfill the objectives of Executive Order No.
11130 by conducting & thorough investigation into all the facts relat-
ing to the assassination.”

Conasidering that he had no knowledge at all, it was no problem
for him to agree to say "that I know of no credible evidence to support
the allegations that the assessination of President Kennedy was caused
by a domestic or forsign conspiracy."

The Oommission was taking no chances. It started getting that
Kennedy imprint early. The Commission was anything but "now in the
process of completing its investigations" on June L. It did not take
its last testimony until September 15, The sole purpose of this lie
wes to lean on Robert more heavily.
he delayed enswering until August L.

Politics end public relstions, it seems, were as important as
fact or evidence. The Commission wanted acceptablility, not solution.
To get this, 1t was willing to do and did do whatever wWas necessary.
If that meant blackmailing Kennedy, was not its pura purpose nobility
{tself - "solving" the crime of the century?

With regard to the medicel evidence in particular, the govern-
ment has slways traded on the Kennedy name. Desplte what necesslty
compelled of them, the Kennedys tried to and did stay away from any
involvement in the investigation. Stripped to essentials, what they
did say, except for Robert's last words, was no more than that they
had confidenca in the government and the eminences.

And even then,

pid not almost everybody else?

Robert cannot now explain the almo
2 letter slrsady written for him, especially when the Commission in~
formed him it was practically under the gun. However, whatever appre-
hsnsions he may have had, the language arrived at after negotiation by
Katzenbach really commits him to nothing - were he around to read it

st two months it took to sign
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to his having gotten nothing from Hoover,




information have been the gchief Justice, thi
e Deputy Attorn
snd myself." It thus becomes obvious that the thrzat torhzioaggzr:ip-

pear 83 & witness" 1s crude blackmall, exploiting the great pain that ¢

would have caused.
7.
The letter Willens prepared for Warren's signature reads!

DRAFT

Honorsble Robert F. Keonedy

Attorney Geuoral of the United Stetas
pepartmont of Justice

washington, D. Cs 20530 :;
pear General:

Throughout the course of the investigation conducted by this
Commission, the Department of Justice has been most helpful in forvarding
information relevant to this Commission®s inquiry.

The Commission is mow in the process of coznleting its investiga~
tion. Prior to the publication of its report, the Cormission would like
to be advised whether you gre avare of ony sdditional information relating
to the assassination of Precident John F. Kennedy which hos not been sent
to the Commission. In view of the widely circulated asllegations on this
subject, the Commission would like to be {nformed in perticuler vhether
you have any jnformation suggesting that the essassination of President
Kennedy was caused by & domestic or foreign conspiracy. Needless to soy,
if you have any suggestions to meke regarding the investigation of these
gllegations or eny other phase of the Commission's work, ve stand ready
to ect upon them.

On behalf of the Comuission I wish to thank you and you=
representatives for the assistance you have provided to the Comnission.

Sincerely,

Chairman

This did not sult Rankin, who wrote on Wi
llens' J
Ttmisnii:%szh:;dtii gstin:icntad.“ Something happened. uﬁ:rg ¥a?g ;3353
e o take some blood with Robert's flesh
g?mu::ig got egfaa. Willens annotated his own mamorandumazet:::egct:mt
i wath ankin's instructicns, "Done - HFW 6/8/6L." But the letter t
g fﬁrn:grghiggggi agheiﬁgda;ed "DRAPT" in the Commission's ri{aso
o W the copy meiled June 11
this letter in the Commlssion' L 1 WSl
a "GAI Justice" file indicetes -
tually written by Willens on June 6, not the hth, 8th or nbhj:t BRI
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