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«p°1l Never Go Back to That Hell”

Short on money, and without a job, Lee moved with Marina and
June into Robert’s Fort Worth home. The brothers had a “tacit”
agreement not to discuss politics, and Robert said they got along
well, almost a8 though Lee had “not been to Russia.” Marina,
who spoke no English,* was introduced to American novelties,
like her first hair permanent and a pair of shorts that would have
been scandalous in Russia. She was given & whirlwind tour of
Dallas by Robert and his wife, Vada. Marguerite arrived Friday,
the day after Marina and Lee gettled in. She told Lee she in-
tended to write & book about his defection, and they were arguing
before the end of the weekend. “She thinks that she did it all,” Lee
complained to Marina. “She thinks she’s the one who got us out.”
Four days after arriving in Fort Worth, Oswald appeared at the
office of a public gtenographer, Mrs. Pauline Bates. He located
Bates through the Yellow Pages and wanted her to type a manu-
script from scraps of paper on which he had scribbled his recollec-
tions of the USSR. Oswald had smuggled the notes out of Russia,
and told her he wished to publish them as a memoir. ** She was

*Through the assassination, seventeen months later, Marina understood
and spoke very little English. Despite the prodding of acquaintances and his
family, Oswald steadfastly refused to teach her, claiming he was afraid he
would lose his weak mastery of Russian.

**The notes he had Bates transcribe were in addition to the writing he
kept in his diary. On the application for Albert Schweitzer College, Oswald
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82 = CASE CLOSED

The agents quizzed him for an hour. Fain noticed he had
changed since the first interview, seven weeks earlier. He had
“settled down. .. wasn’t as tense. ... [and] he seemed to talk more
freely with us,”® They covered the same questions as in their first
meeting. Although Oswald still refused to say why he had de-
fected to the USSR, he again promised to contact them if he heard
from Soviet agents. Based upon his answers, together with infor-
mation in reports from two confidential informants that Marina
and Lee had nothing to do with the local Communist party, Fain
recommended the case be closed, He recalled, “Even though he
[Oswald] was arrogant and cold, from his answers, I couldn’t
See any potential for danger or violence at that point.”™ Since
cases were easy to reopen, Fain had no compunction in closing
the file.*

Oswald had no idea the FBI was essentially through with him,
Instead, the second interview put him into a funk. He ate little at
dinner that night and sullenly told Marina about the Bureau’s
interest: “Now it’s begun. Because I've been over there [the
USSRY], theyll never let me live in peace. They think anyone
who's been there is a Russian spy.”” He began to wonder if he had
made a mistake by coming home. Perhaps he should even go back
to the Soviet Union. He wrote the Soviet embassy in Washington
asking where he could obtain subscriptions to Pravda and Izves-
tiya, and requested the embassy send periodicals and bulletins

question of whether Oswald was ever an FBI informant, concluded there
was no evidence the FBI even considered it, much less proposed it to Oswald.
*After the assassination, J. Edgar Hoover waa furious with the Bureau's
handling of the case. Seventeen agents were secretly reprimanded for the
preassassination investigation of Oswald. When some of the agents pro-
tested to Hoover that Oswald did not meet the criteria for the FBI's security
index, he replied “no one in full possession of all his faculties” could make
such a claim. Hoover believed that agents with early contact to Oswald too
willingly accepted his word that he was not in touch with Soviet agents or
subversive elements and, at the very least, he should have been the subject
of a more rigorous investi gation. But Hoover kept thig criticism private since
he feared its disclosure would hurt the Bureau's reputation.
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“Ilunter of Fasecists™

January 1963 was a good start to the new year for Oswald. On the
twenty-fifth, he sent two postal money orders, totaling $106, to
the State Department as the final installment on his repatriation
loan.' He also made the final payment on the $200 loan his
brother, Robert, had given him the previous October.* Free of
debt for the first time in America, he turned his attention to
things he had wanted for some time. On January 28, he sent a
mail-order coupon with $10 in cash to the Los Angeles-based
Seaport Traders and ordered a Smith & Wesson .38 special re-
volver. The balance of $19.95 was to be paid C.0.D. when deliv-
ered to his post-office box.? The order form was signed by A. J.

Hidell, and the line requiring a witness by D. F. Drittal. Hidell

was the third authorized name to receive mail at the post-office

box, the others being Marina and Lee. After the assassination,

handwriting experts confirmed Oswald had signed both Hidell
and Drittal ®

January also started well for Marina, free of Oswald’s marital

*How did the Oswalds manage to repay the State Department and Robert
when Lee was only earning $1.35 an hour? “We lived very modestly,” Marina
testified. “Perhaps for you it is hard to imagine how we existed. . . . He
warked and we paid out the debt. Six or seven months we were paying off

this debt” (WC Val. I, p- 62). It actually took them eight months to repay the

loans. Copies of Oswald's tax returns show he had little money left after

paying monthly expenses.
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