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Posner's interests clearly are of the present, not historical. But historically

his book makes a pathetic figure of him, more for all his boasting about himself, the
definitiveness he claims for his book, his knowledge of the subject matter and the
enterprize and substance of all those 200 interviews. Yet with one of the most basie

of facts in any accounting of the assassination and in Posner's book, he makes a fool

of himself, displaying his ifnorance of the basic fact after all of his bragged about
work and in writing his book. At the same time he underscores the real ﬁrp&ses of

all those 200 interviews - to give him a basis for Saying other than what the established
fact says/ and means,

}fJust as the Commission got hung up on that missed shot, just as the FBI and the
Secret Service had to and did ignore it in their "solutions," so also it was a real
problen for Posner.

The Commigsion had to invent the ic b t to pretend to work its way eround
the actualities of the crime, t&&s-?;am;r that alone mean without question there
were two shooters and on that basis alone there was the conspirscy that it did not want
to adnit there had been, BT LU~ WW

Fuced with the same problem, in addition to his stealinz from the faglty work of
150 15 year old David lyi, Posner adds the invented magic of a magic tree. Or a magic
branch of that treets Or a magic twig of thet magic brangh of thst magic tree. Whatever
the imagined source of that imagined magic, it also separated the core of the bullet
frou the bullet's jacket. dnd theg it had to inpart whatever additional enersy thet
nevwly-freed core retained so it could cont;)nue with its magic life long enough, and
accurately enough, to inpag:ét aﬂ‘ga that curbstone and send a spray of its comerete into
Bystander Jim Tague's face, causing him to bleed slightlye

There was a more than merely ample record on this, mm a multidpart official record
of the interviews bzfore his testimony and of his testimony. There was also what the
Commission said of this in its Report. Ta%;:- was intervikewed by reporters a.nd‘. those

L
interviews are in the Commission's records as well as in my oun files.._i&elﬁﬂ::ng\d ins the
very files}i.n which Posner did work and from which he made copies, my "subject" files.

_
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Then, too, as Posner also knew, I filed a lawsuit to get the results of the FBI's
testing on evidence. In that lawsuwit Tague was a witness for me. He wrote and filed a

lengthy and detailed affidavit that is in the court record and, of course, is in my

files, Therey 'l‘heré » too, as again Posner kmows from my bocks he has and refers to,
pictures of that curbstone, contemperancous pictures two of whichg published and those
taken by the FBI, in the Commission's records and in my book, Post Mortem.

However, all this existing evidence, the best evidence, by Posner's own definitien,
closer to the event amd thus much more dependable, failed %o conform with his new magic
of the combined magic of his mggical bullet and his ma%p\cal tree or part or parts tlhereof.
dp So,not to burdnen his already overburdened conjecture, what he says he alone does
not engage in, of his detailed account of his magical version of that so very troubling

was

missed shot, Posner's solution is to % all the established fact that available to
him free of cost or effort — he had more than enough in those 26 volumes he said he
sfudi so carefully and then indexenf - and he came up with a magical curbstone. E&?
this intervigwed Tague and instead of all the established fact of the best quality
and greatest dependability, his own standard, he cites that ~g-.é"—.—:l:n’cerv:i.c—.w»r as his source.

His source for what?

Fin vnd tLL

0T WO t curbstone from the street along which it had been imbedded to

ithere he preferred that it have beend’

This livitation, of course, was in words only, the faulty words in this faulty book.

In that interview as quoted by Posner (pagcs 324-5) Tague says that the late
Dallas County Deputy $heriff Buddy Walthers asked him, "Where were you standing?" As
Posner continues quoting from that interview, Tague continues,

"e\nd I showed him, and we crossed the street and on the edge of the cur}‘r;, along
n/;ain Street, we found the bullet mark. 4nd it lined right up with the Texss ggﬁo&l Deposi-
torye" Fosner's source in his end note is, "Interview with James Tague, January 19, 1992,"
(page 553)

vadded
The Varren feport says the same thing (page 116) bat—perhape—the Togson—ds—that

L)

the eport algo said uhai Posper did not want to say.

~
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that the curbstone siruck by tha bullet or its core was on Main Street. But perhaps the
”‘,}:WW-O( omd it

added reason Posner had not saving all that time and cost snd just quoting the Report
is that Tague testified it s« the second bullet and Posner's retreading of the old et
mythology requires that it have been the first shote

VMIMt a(quotes selectively and dishonestly is not new. He does that throughout
the book, y=& using in particular those 200 interviews for it

4s in this instance.

But the truth is that it was not the Main Street crubstone, less uncongenial as

that was to the Commission's conjecture as well as to Posner's.

el

B! In facl it was the curbstone on the south side of Commerce 8treet. Tjése streets,
teflt converge at the Triple Underpass to be able to go underg it without three ks
%}Iﬁ.ple Underpasses or a much wifer one then was built, are Blm on the North, Main in the
middle and Commerce on the Sputh, Elm is ﬁ_west, cqmmé'ce one—way easte

Prons o prdirns

The inpect was 20 feet east of thatI.upla Underpassjm of it taken by
Dallas Morning lews P photographer Tom Dillard, vhich * published in Post Mortem{ on
page 608) clearly shows the gravel behind 1t&.and Hhare was no gravel on any of the road-
wayse The shadow of the hand holding Dillard's pen to point to the bullet impact clearly
establishes the direction and it is clearly the sou@:emmost curbsto)/e, C%merce Street's.

The street on which as Tapue testified and attested in his afidavit that L ritea
in that lawsuit, he as driving when the trafficd jam stopped himeand vn Whkich h wtd . ”""’Mj

Faturally, Posner did not mant to refer to Post Mortem for reasons that wefe im—
portant to his book and its assassination fakery he says is his new "solution." One
rezson is that on the same page I published a picture of that curbstone as its existss
in the official evidence at the Archives,

FBEL went through the.charade of digging up the curbstone it knew had been

I+ cmd Lomvmnsiarn polb
patched! M,danggéggwm_ﬁswdd could not have done it, someone
had applied concretd pes paste, clearly visible on that curbstone in +the Archives and

in the picture of it I published. 7':1_19 Commigion also pretended, as Posner does, that
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it is purs, pristine, untouched evidence that alchemized that # hole or scar as the
paperf deseribod it in publishing Dnlard'sﬁpﬁ.ctuxel the #next day, into what
the FII described as a "smear,"

Isné{t it fantastic mazic that a bullet or core of a bullet can spray concrete
from its impact ?ﬁd not remove any concrete from the curbstone in doing that and in-
stead mwmm’ “:mear," the FBI's word?

The synopsis of the large, multi-volume consolidate collection of reports the FEI
forwarded to headqusrters Ihex inc,uding the rp report on this curbstone adventure
says there had becn #x not any "smear" but a "mark" of a "nick" there but "No evidence
of mark or nick on curb now visible." (FBIHQ 105-82555-4584, )

There is no end to_the magic those who begin with the firm, inflexible pre-—
conception that Oswald.gggiie lone assassin cannot find to make their pretending that
the impossible was possible appear to be reasonable and true, |

Ihe curbstone, too, had an additional magic® itws self-healing in the official
and the officially unofficial Posner "solution". After all, if it did not heal itself,
that patch was applied by a human - E#E;E—coconspirator, whether or not Oswald was the
assassin, ﬁb in jail or deadéfht_that gear was there when he as arrested and it was
photograph%fore he was killed and after he was in Jjail.

That what thlé_i_FBI tested was = patch does not depend on my in'i_;erpretation of the
pictures or the readers or on that synopsis paéa of theat FBI report.

When 1 was nelping lenry Hurt, Readois Vigest roving reporter, with his book, Reason—
able Youbt (ggw York, # Holt Reinhart and Winstom, 1985), Henry having resources I did
not have, th:t he have a scientific examination made of that curbstone and he agreed.

In deposing FBI Iab Agent Yohn Kilty in my FOIA lawsuit for the results of that
testing (C.A.75-226) we asked h:f/ about the tests that could still be made and he
did tell us. That is what//enry had done, what the FBI recommendeds And here is the

result of that scientific testing.
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On pages 324-5 Posner says that wague said he as standing near the curb on lain
éﬂreet when that spray of concrete;iﬁylthe impact cut his face. Vhile in Dallas it is
not uq?bmnuq to refer to‘ﬁ;;i;gggéfﬁﬁaer the fruple underpass where the three strcet
converge to go under it, in ﬁ;t they are three different streets even at that point
and Tague was not near what at that point does nor exist, any Main Street curbstone.

As Posner lmev from being there if he did not remember it from the air aerial
photograch of it I published in 1966 in Whitewash II, puge 247, which he has and cites

in his bibliography.
Because that is an officab offical exhibit and Posner claims to have read and
indexed those 26 @ volumes he should have known this from that bragged-of work of his.

That one of the very many such views in the official evidence and readily available
elsewhere, inecluding from theﬂﬂrchives, is teken from slightly to the west if overhead.
It shois that there are three streets that draw together ;?; d6 & go under that large
and wide bridge as independent streets. Also clearly visible ars the Meparate road
stripes each of the streets has painted on it. .

Pgﬁerﬁfs false representation, that the impact of tlmeisaed shot was on Main
street when it was well known that ﬁiﬁn Street has no curbstone there and that it was
the Coumerce Street curbstone, has the effect of making the nonexiéting deflection of

the bullet or as Posner images and presents as fact, its core, seem less unlikely



On Oswald not in that windows:

4ZAs Gary “ack noted, the Bronson film shows that there was nobody in that sixth-
£
floor window at the time the assassin had to be 'tgre to be able to fire away when the

motorcade was due. It was late but the alleged assassin could not know it would be.
And when itimm tookeix minutes for the experienced FBI agent to reassemble that

rifle it obviously would have taken more time for the duffer Oswald %o do that. &nd

no tools were found at the scene of the crime, in his b rocming-house room or on him

when he was arrested.
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showed him, and we crossed the street and on the edge of the
curb, along Main Street, we found the bullet mark. And it lined
right up with the Texas School Book Depm;itor:.r."‘ig A fragment
had struck the curb, sending a chip of concrete into Tague's
cheek, When asked which shot hit the curb, Tague says, “I actu-
ally can't tell you which one. I could try to pick one, but through
the gars I have maintained accuracy, I don’t know which one hit
me.’

Although Dallas newspapers prominently reported Tague's in-
jury, the FBI and Warren Commission initially ignored him. The
Commission did not talk to him until July 1964, and the FBI did

w’tl-o""
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not even get a sample of the curbstone until that late date.” The .~ »

Warren Commission concluded, “The mark on the south curb of
Main Street cannot be identified conclusively with any of the
three shots fired. Under the circumstances it might have come 4t
from the bullet which hit the President’s head, or it might have
been a product of fragmentation of the missed shot upon hitting/ay
some other object in the area.”®

The Commission’s guess that a fragment from the head wound
might have caused the curb damage is not realistic. Two large
fragments were found in the front of the President’s car, one
weighing 44.6 grams, and the other 21.0 grams (about a quarter
and an eighth of the whole bullet).m Smaller lead fragments were
found under the carpet and near the front seat. However, those
fragments were so spent from the tremendous force expended on
Kennedy’s head wound that all they did inside the car was crack
the windshield and dent a chrome strip. They did not penetrate
any of the leather seats or the dashboard or cause any other dam-
age to the car or its occupants. It is highly unlikely that any frag-
ment from the head shot would have enough energy left to travel
another 260 feet and knock a chip off a concrete curb.

There is a much simpler explanation of how Tague was
wounded, and it resolves the issue of what happened to the
missed first shot. Only a bullet fragment hit the concrete near p/b"’u
Tague, since when the FBI later performed a spectrographic
analysis on the curb, it showed “traces of lead with a trace of anti-
mony.” The 6.5mm bullets used in Oswald’s gun had full copper
jackets (a metatcovenng ona bul]et. designed to increase its pen-
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then felt the delayed reaction of the ater heard the
shot, which shattered the President’s head, and then lost consciousness

without hearing & third shot which might have occurred later.

The Second Shot

The possibility that the second shob missed is consistent with the
elapsed time between the two shots that hit their mark. From the
timing evidenced by the Zapruder films, there was an interval of from
4.8 to 5.6 seconds between the shot which struck President Kennedy’s
neck (between frames 210 to 995) and the shot which struck his hes
at frame 313.%° Since & minimum of 2.3 seconds must elapse be-
tween shots, & bullet could have been fired from the rifle and missed
during this interval.® This possibility was puttressed by the testi-
mony of witnesses who claimed that the shots were evenly spaced,
gince a second shot occurring within an interval of npproximately b
seconds would have to be almost exactly midway in this period.
Altgens’ recollection is correct that he snapped his picture at the same
moment ns he heard & shot, then it is possible that he heard o second
shot which missed, since a shot fired 2.3 seconds before he took his
picture at frame 265 could have hit the President at about frame 213.

On the other hand, cubstantial majority of the witnesses stated
that the shots were not evenly spaced. Most witnesses recalled that
the second and third shots were bunched together, although some
believed that it was the first and second which were bunched.** To the
extent that reliance can be placed on recollection of witnesses a8 to the
spacing of the shots, the testimony that the shots were not evenly
spaced would militate against & second shot missing. Another factor
arguing against the second shot missing is that the gunman would have
been shooting at very near the minimum allowable time to have fired
the three shots within 4.8 to 5.6 seconds, although it was entirely pos-
gible for him to have doneso. (See ch. 1V, pp: 188-104.)

The Third Shot

The last possibility, of course, is that it was the third ghot which
missed. This conclusion conforms most esily with the probnbility
that the assassin would most likely have missed the farthest shot,
particularly gince there was an acceleration of the automobile after
the shot which struck the President’s head. The limousine also
changed direction by following the curve to the right, whereas pre-
viously it had been proceeding in almost a straight line with a rifle
otruding from the sixth-floor window of the Depository Building.
One st consider, however, the testimony of the witnesses
who described the head shot as the concluding event in the as-
spssination sequence. INustrative is the testimony of Associated
Press photogmpher Altgens, who had an excellent vantage point
near the President’s car. He recalled that the shot which hit the Presi-
dent's head “was the last shot—that much I will say witha great degree
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i of certainty.”*® On the other hand, Emmett J. Hudson, the grounds-
3 keeper of Dealey Plaza, testified that from his position on Elm Street,

midway between Houston Street and the Triple Underpass, he heard
% a third shot after the shot which hit the President in the head.®® TIn

addition, Mrs. Kennedy’s testimony indicated that neither the first
nor the second shot missed. Immediately after the first noize she
turned, because of thg‘ Governor’s yell, and saw her husband raise
his hand to his forehead. Eacond shot struck the President’s
head.®*

Some evidence suggested that a third shot may have entirely missed
and hit the turf or street by the Triple Underpass. Royce G. Skelton,
who watched the motorcade from the railroad bridge, testified that
after two shots “the car enme on down close to the Triple Underpass”
and an additional shot “hit in the left front of the President’s car on
the cement.” *® Skelton thought that there had been a total of four
shots, either the third or fourth of which hit in the vicinity of the un-
derpass.®® Dallas Patrolman J. W. Foster, who was also on the
Triple Underpass, testified that a shot hit the turf near a manhole
cover in the vicinity of the underpass®* Examination of this area,
however, disclosed no indication that a bullet struck at the locations
indicated by Skelton or Foster.***

At a different location in Dealey Plaza, the evidence indicated that
o bullet fragment did hit the street. James T. Tague, who got out of
his car to watch the motoreade from a position between Commerce and
Main Streets near the Triple Underpass, was hit on the cheek by an
object during the shooting.** Within a few minutes Tague reported
this to Deputy Sheriff Eddy R. Walthers, who was examining the area
to see if any bullets had struck the turf®** Walthers immedintely
started to search where Tague had been standing and located a place
on the south curb of Main Street wherg if, appeared.a hullet had hit the
cement,”® According to Tague, “There was a mark quite obviously
TRat was bullet, and it was very fresh.z’“ In Tague’s opinion, it was
The second shot which caused the mark, since he thinks he heard the
third shot after ha was hit in the face.**® This incident appears to
have been recorded in the contemporaneous report of Dallas Patrol-
man L. .. Hill, who radioed in around 12:40 p.m.: “T have one guy
that was possibly hit by a richochet from the bullet off the concrete.” **
Seientific examination of the mark on the south curb of Main Street by
FBI experts disclosed metal smears which, “were spectrographically
RJ/ 2, | determined to bL&ﬁ@mm_mm_u‘tww}n" s The

_ | mark on the curb could have originated from the lead core of a bullet
\\ but the absence of copper precluded “the possibility that the mark on
the curbing section was made by an unmutilated military full
gtalsjacketed bullet such as the bullet from Governor Connally’s

% stretcher.” *®
o Itistrue that the noise of a subsequent shot might have been drowned
f out by the siren on the Secret Service followup car immediately after
. the head shot, or the dramatic effect of the head shot might have cansed
§ so much confusion that the memory of subsequent events was blurred.
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