Garrison' Files R (¢ 13/_94

In response to gy letter asking him about Garrison's files, which Gorrison spread
the word he had stolen and sold bo thp CIA, Steve Bordelon phoned Te today. He is even
more outraged than I'dbbeliaved about Yarrison's lies because he is the one who saved ‘
those files, kept them from falling into the hands of the Bmcés.su DA, CGarrison's
enemy, former US as:istant attorney in N.O. and because, as Steve tel:_Ln it, of all the
staff he is the only one who did not desert Garrison after his defeat. He is not
critical of others for finding"r;other work but when Esrriaon needed help they were
nop there. When Yarrison lost the election, Steve's friend won as corxﬁ\er‘and Steve has
been worlding for him ever since. At the opposite mnd of the damme bulbding.

I do not here record all t]iaa'l; Steve told me because I think it will not be good for
those files to be used, which would mean misused. The CIA does not have them and it was
Qt;rrison who abandonned them, Steve has moved them several times, First was to the
cornoner's office, where he kept them next to what I think he referred to as "the meat
box." Then he built a shed for them behind Garrison's house. Not the one in which he and
his family had libed, where he lived after his mrriaga broke up. Ever since then they
have been where (lgi:eva took them, When it came to where he had to put them in storage,

N { unden: ' -
he aid tha;/(han Garrison refused to pay the storage charges Steve made an arrangement
of which ho told me for themeAs of today those files ure 4& still there. One five-
draver cabinet. There had been two but before moving them the first time Steve eliminated
vwhat hﬁ"\referred to as the jun.k. If he had done that, five firawers would have been more
than were required to hold the rest,

Steve is parﬁcuhrly bitter because he did look out for Yarrison when others did
not. On the IRS arrest, he got a friend to represent éérrism at first.(Garrison wound
up defending himself and did it well, ‘ée was not convicted.) He did many other favors for
Garrison when he was alone, ill and in need of help. He was the only one who did not miss
a session of that trial including Garrison's family. Ee also has the tapes of it aside
fram two he used over again,

He made meveral references to garr:l.scn's paranola. Because he was parandid when



I knew him I presume this means g he got much mo‘re‘ paranoid.
I i% Pery much that Steve was informed nought mt to recognize all that was what
he called junk. - A

He was quite specific in saying that the UIA had never spoken to him., He also made
it clear that nobody had tried to get those files, Nobody cared, No‘m::d;r wanted them is
what L take of 1t.

I asked about Ivon and Loiael. He told me that Ivon defeated himself when he ran

for re-election to the legislature. No details or explanation, He said, as I recallp
that Lynn “oisel is a guard I think at a cburt. I asked about no otherd.

Garrison regarded his first assistent, Charlie Ward, as an enemy before the Shaw trial.
Ward was giolated from‘ that, After they both begame judges they had a friendly relation-
ship again, Steve said. I asked about ho others, What Steve said about the renewed
Ward friendship is that politics makes strange bedfellows,

I knew of Steve's loyalty to Garrison and the many ways¥ in ;thich he showed it when
I knew them, I also knew from Posner's book that he lied in saying Mbor found o
He used nothing frm; them, of whatI knev was in them, and there is much in them he could

and would have useds He could have had much fun with theml!!

L

I looked into them only one time, when mw Sciambra told me what file to look ate
It related to a cg&bion I had g‘v‘en someone who immediately filed a distorted account
of it. Other than that all I kmew of them is what others showed me or told me to copye
I did not even keep copies of all the exhibits I u:j;ed in the memo that kept &= \émison
from\\desecrating the fifth JFK g n For vhich I am now sorry! I
s&ould have kept a complete file of copies of those exhibits. I've recorded more of
this elsewhere. Ivon had promised he would have his deteotl.vaa ge‘t anything I needed
and he kept his word. All l’bpt was the documentary proof that arriaon knew that
“obert J:ee Perrin had in fact lkdlled himself in 1963, despitefwhich he was going to.:."
charge him in 1963 with being one of thr Grassy /\noll assassins. I should have kept copies
of the craziness Garrison had Boxld;[ check out, also 3 relating to Perrin. And the

report of Ferrin's state trooper #iemé he called to tell him he had just taken poison.



I doubt very much if there was anyone who was as loyal to ua.rrj.ﬂo.u or liked him any
more than Bordelon when I was there. This makes it even more despicable that Garrison,
who Inew better, .:.u':cl.:sae6 him of selling his files to the CIA tcfuipla:l.t_l their seeming
disappearance, He did no;c dare use them :Ln his writing and he knew ite

If Garrison did not know they WMgﬂy trash, a real indictment of him, he was
crazye. Not seeing to it that they were destrpyad is therefore partbcularly crazye
As tp(as allowing the real situation to exist, that they could be found, gotten and used
agains tf hinaud A,

Steve did say that toward the end Ji-.m did nc;-l: seem to be really aware of realities,
although he did not use these words, |

However, when he wrote Garrison was well aware of the fact that if he had used

those file_ss he'd have been a laughing stock and he wduld not have been able to sell

his bookss He was much safer doing what he did in Onx
just mak:l.ngi:l.t up as he went.
Garrison's regular staff was of city employees. Bordelon was one of the detectives
assigned to him, He was also usually Jin's chauffeur, He , Lymloisel or both met my

plane and delivered me to the airport. Ifi.m wamted me, he used Ateve to find me.

“-1.

Tor Xmas 1967 Steve got a beautiful silver-plater amd expenai’% pistol for a staff gift

to Uarrison, He also had it fancily engraved. Other chipped in but it was Steféds idea.

Ho was available to drive Jim pretty much around the clock and still did investigating.
I never heard him complain and do not ever recall his being other than pleasant,

amd friendly.



