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JF
K

. R
F

K
. E

lvis P
resley. H

ow
 did they really die? 

T
his leading forensic pathologist w

ill autograph 
his m

ythdispelling exam
ination of A

m
erica's m

ost 
controversial deaths. C

ause of D
eath. (D

utton, 
$
2
3
.0

0
) 

aylors, 
B

O
O

K
STO

R
ES 

A
utographing lim

ited to copies purchased at TA
Y

LO
R

S
. P

roof of purchase required. 
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W

hat A
iled JFK

? 
E

ditor: U
n
fo

rtu
n
ately

, m
o
st 

w
riters and review

ers of history 
have little know

ledge of pharink*-- 
cology, pathology or physiology. 
T

h
e m

ed
ical rep

o
rt o

n
 Jo

h
n
 F

. 
K

ennedy is alm
ost com

pletely in-
accurate (R

ichard R
eeves' "P

resi-
d
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
," rev

iew
ed

 b
y
 

D
aniel L

. W
ick on O

ctober 24). 
H

e did not have A
ddison's dis-

ease. A
pparently by 1945 he w

as 
having back pain from

 assorted 
in

ju
ries. C

o
rtiso

n
e d

id
 b

eco
m

e 
available in 1947, w

hen the cover 
of L

ife m
agazine show

ed a severe 
arth

ritic d
an

cin
g
 jo

y
fu

lly
 after 

treatm
ent w

ith cortisone. A
t this 

tim
e the dangerous side effects of 

lo
n
g
-term

 u
se w

ere n
o
t k

n
o
w

n
. 

O
ne effect is suppression of the 

fu
n
c
tio

n
 o

f n
o
rm

a
l a

d
re

n
a
l 

glands. T
his m

ight be term
ed doc-

tor-induced datrogenic) A
ddis°. 

M
an effect. T

rue A
ddison's dis-

ease is loss of adrenocortico func-
tio

n
 u

su
a
lly

 fro
m

 tra
u
m

a
 o

r 
tum

or. 

T
here are m

any bad com
plica- 

dons from
 overprescribing corti-

so
n
e. I h

av
e n

ev
er read

 o
r h

eard
 

that it caused, as the review
 m

en 
tioned, an enhanced sense of con 
fidence, personal pow

er or sexual 
desire. 

A
lso, "persistent venereal dis-

ease" is not a m
eaningful m

edical 
diagnosis. N

either are "frequent, 
m

y
sterio

u
s, recu

rren
t h

ig
h
 fe-

vers," except in older novels. 
Ja

m
es W
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a
seh
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