SvUerLk

Chicago Tribune, Sunday, October 3, 1993

Section5 7 Tempo

<07 fh,

(o 6 concrete from that
Tague on the cheek.

The Zapruder frames

The moments of impact of
Oswald's second and third

shots can be established by analyzing
framen of the Zapruder film. The secand
shot (Cone A) hit both the President and
Governor Conmally just as their limousine
emerged into Zapruder's view from behind
a freeway sign. Careful analysis points to

- & — the impact of Oswaid’s sécond shot at

frames 223-224. The third shot (Cone B),
in full view of Zapruder, hit Kennedy in
the back of his head at frame 318,
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know if the bullets fired at Con-
nally and Kennedy were still
lodged in their bodies or had been
recovered.

“If they wanted to shieid the
conspiracy, there can only be
three shots. More than that, and
the single assassin doesn't have
time to shoot. So why risk expo-
sing the conspiracy by planting a
fourth bullet that wouldn't match
ballistically with remnants of the
other rounds?”

And what about Jack Ruby, the
Chicago native who moved to Dal-
las to run strip clubs? Did he just
happen by the Dallas jail on Nov.
24 and shoot Oswald on the spur
of the moment?

“Ruby’'s murder of Oswald does
more to undermine this case in
terms of getting the truth out than
anything else,” Posner said. “First,
it prevents the trial of Oswald,

where the evidence would have,
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by conspiracy books that select
only material that’s favorable to
their position, whether it checks
out or not. I think these people
are buying the book.""

Thumbs up from the critics

Three weeks after its release, it
is eighth on The New York Times
national best-seller list and sev-
enth on the Tribune's list of Chi-
cago’s best sellers.

U.S. News & World Report,
which ran excerpts from “Case
Closed,” writes: “Posner achieves
the unprecedented. He sweeps
away decades of polemical smoke,
layer by layer, and builds an un-
shakable case against JFK’'s killer
... Lee Harvey Oswald.” It quotes
Stephen Ambrose, biographer of
Dwight Eisenhower and Richard
Nixon: “The chapter on the
[magic] bullet is a tour de force,
absolutely brilliant,” absolutely
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So Posner attended law school
at the University of California at
Berkeley, where he was an honor
student, then joined a prestigios

Wall Street law firm, leaving two

years later to form his own firm.

In 1981 he represented Jewish
victims of Dr. Josef Mengele, the
notorious Nazi war criminal who
escaped from Germany after
World War II and died in hiding

| in South America.

“It was a pro bono case, andl
sued the Mengele family and the
German government,” Posner
said. “Nothing came of the suit,
but I accumulated 25,000 docu-
ments about Mengele, so I thought
I'd write a book.” .

“Mengele: The Complete Story,”
which he co-wrote with John

i Ware, was published in 1986,

prompting Posner to leave the law
and write full time:

“Case Closed” is his fifth book.
“A weakness of mine is that I tend
to underestimate-the difficulty of
each project I undertake. This was
true with this book, but as I kept
going 1 kept finding answers fo

“uthings I didn't think 1 could get

answers to.”
The real cover-ups

Posner agrees with critics of the
Warren Commission who say its
investigation was flawed.

“There was a cover-up by the
FBI and the CIA, but they weren't
attempting to conceal their in-
volvement in the murder of the
president but rather their own in-
efficiency and bungling,” Posner

said. “I go into detail in exposing _

these cover-ups, but they can't be
interpreted as evidence of conspir-
acy.”

The Warren Commission's work
also was tarnished by a dubious
finding of the 1978 investigation
by the House Select Committee on
Assassinations, Posner said. 9

“The committee’'s acoustics ex-
perts tested a Dictabelt recording
of radio traffic on Dallas police
channels and said they were 95
percent certain there had been a

fourth shot, therefore a second

shooter and a conspiracy.”

A retest by the National Acade-
my of Sciences discredited the
committee’'s experts, concluding
that the recording was made a

minute after the shooting, Posner.

said.
Half of “Case Closed” is a

meticulous examination of.

Oswald’s entire life, culminating
in an almost day-by-day chronicle,

of his movements in the last two -
months before the assassination.

“Many conspiracy 'books almost-

ignore Oswald. But he's the key,

and it's amazing how much 15._

known about him,” Posner said..

“It's certainly enough to disprove

all the theories that he was a spy_
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