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C
hronicle 5

ra
ff W

rits
, 

A
s w

ith
 an

y
o
n
e w

h
o
 th

reaten
s to

 
shut dow

n an entire industry, G
er-

ald
 P

o
sn

er is g
ettin

g
 h

eat. H
e's 

d
en

o
u

n
ced

 o
n

 talk
 sh

o
w

s as an
 id

io
t, a 

fool, crazy, a sim
pleton. H

e's called a liar, a 
d
u
p
e an

d
 th

e to
o
l o

f d
ark

 an
d
 sin

ister 
interests. 

A
ll this because P

osner, 39, has taken a 
jackham

m
er to the belief that is the rock 

of all conspiracy buffs. H
e is the author of 

"C
ase C

losed" (R
andom

 H
ouse; $25), w

hich 
says L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald assassinated John 

F
. K

ennedy. P
eriod. 

N
o plot by F

idel C
astro or the K

rem
lin. 

he 141141#1:17:W
ould(ill the JFk C

onspiracy T
heory 

abortion. T
here can be no reasonable dis-

cussion." 
P

osner, a second generation S
an F

ran-
ciscan w

ho w
ent to the U

niversity of C
ali-

fo
rn

ia at B
erk

eley
 an

d
 H

astin
g

s law
 

school, is a form
er W

all S
treet litigator 

w
ho gave up the law

 w
hen he got hooked 

on w
riting nonfiction. H

is first book in 
1986 w

as about Josef M
engele, the N

azi 
fiend w

hose m
edical experim

ents on Jew
s 

in
 W

o
rld

 W
ar II earn

ed
 h

im
 th

e n
am

e 
"A

ngel of D
eath." 

A
 sm

all, precise m
an w

ith a neat m
us-

tache and a direct m
anner, P

osner w
as 

unintim
idated by the w

ealth of data, start-
ing w

ith the volum
es of the W

arren C
om

- 

N
o M

afia revenge killing. N
o m

ilitary-in- from
 a $12.58 rifle, scoring tw

o bull's-eyes. 
dustrial com

plex rubout, as O
liver S

tone 
had it in his m

ovie "JF
K

," w
hich its critics 

called a farrago of falsehoods. N
o coverup 

by the F
B

I, no C
IA

 involvem
ent. L

yndon 
Johnson's hands w

ere clean. 

In short, no conspiracy. N
o govern-

m
ent agents (one of them

 E
. H

ow
ard H

unt 
o

f later W
aterg

ate fam
e) d

ressed
 u

p
 as 

tram
ps in D

ailey P
laza that 1963 day in 

D
allas. Foul-ups, yes. C

onspiracy, no. 

F
ace it folks, P

osner is saying as he 
bopscotches across the country w

ith his 
best-selling thesis: T

he leader of the F
ree 

W
orld, that golden prince of C

am
elot, w

as 
slain in D

allas in 1963 by a tw
isted and sad 

little w
eenie w

ho fired three shots at JF
K

 

It's n
o

t p
o

ssib
le, p

eo
p

le still say
 3

0
 

years later. K
ennedy w

as the president, 
for G

od's sake! O
sw

ald —
 that m

am
a's boy, 

that loser they laughed at in the M
arine 

C
orps for his girlish m

anner, that half-bak-
ed M

arxist poseur, that nobody. 
T

here had to be m
ore to it, hence the 

grow
th of the industry. S

o far, m
ore than 

2,000 publications have rehashed the assas-
sination and advancing theories —

 m
any 

o
f th

em
 d

o
p
ey

 o
r crazy

 —
 ab

o
u
t w

h
at 

really happened. N
o end in sight, either. 

T
he N

ational A
rchives released 800,000 

m
ore docum

ents on it earlier this m
onth. 

"It's like challenging religious belief," 
P

osner says, shaking his head. "It's like P
O

S
N

E
R

: 
P

age ll3 C
ol. I 

e 
g; 

2
 t

f
 

e 
tI 

I 
a: 

P
osner doesn't turn up m

uch in 
le w

ay of new
 evidence. H

e just 
likes a clear look at w

hat there is 
nd reasons from

 it in a com
m

on-
m

se w
ay. A

s an exam
ple, som

e 
onspiracy buffs w

onder w
hy the 

ecret S
ervice agent w

ho w
as driv-

ig slow
ed the convertible w

hen 
e h

eard
 th

e g
u
n
fire? T

o
 set u

p
 

,en
n
ed

y
 fo

r th
e th

ird
 b

u
llet an

d
 

o
u
p
 d

e g
race? B

u
t P

o
sn

er ask
s, 

;n't it m
ore reasonable to assum

e 
h

e ag
en

t tu
rn

ed
 aro

u
n

d
 to

 see 
/hat those popping sounds w

ere 
nd w

hat w
as happening to his pas-

engers? N
othing could be m

ore 
atural, says P

osner. 
W

hat about the m
essage to all 

'B
I field

 o
ffices, w

arn
in

g
 th

ere 
night be an assassination attem

pt 
,n N

ovem
ber 22, that a clerk, W

il-
iam

 W
after, claim

ed to W
ive seen 

nd told his w
ife about? A

ccording 
o P

osner, the w
ife denied he told 

ier anything of the sort and said 

W
alter had a w

eakness for telling 
w

hoppers. "If -it w
ere true, all 50 

F
B

I offices w
ould have to be part 

o
f th

e co
v
eru

p
." P

o
ssib

le? Y
es. 

P
robable? 

W
hy did the D

allas police w
ait 

until 1989 to release the arrest re-
cords of the three tram

ps (none of 
w

hom
 w

as H
unt, as it happened) 

picked up in D
ailey Plaza, and w

hy 
d

id
 it tak

e u
n

til last y
ear b

efo
re 

they w
ere m

ade public? Posner an-
sw

ers that the cops didn't think it 
w

as im
portant ("N

ot everybody is 
dom

inated by conspiracy theory 
and, anyhow

, governm
ent is ineffi-

cient"), and nobody bothered to 
look in the files until a couple of 
new

spaper reporters got around to  

it. T
w

o of the tram
ps still survive, 

one of w
hom

 got $25,000 to appear 
on "H

ard C
opy." 

FB
I agents destroyed a note O

s-
w

ald delivered to the D
allas office.  

leisurely? "T
hey didn't ow

n a tape 
recorder and they thought they'd 
have w

eeks to question him
." Jack 

R
uby upset that apple cart w

hen 
he plugged O

sw
ald. 

"It w
as the greatest disservice 

to history I can think of," said Pos-
n
er. "N

o
b
o
d
y
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e talk

in
g
 

conspiracy if he'd stood trial." 
So it goes, one half-baked theo- 
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C
lo

s
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h

ic
h
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e
b

u
n

k
s
 c

o
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s
p

ira
c
y
 th

e
o

rie
s
 a

b
o

u
t J

F
K

's
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e
a
th

 

ry after another bites the dust as 
P

osner shines a bright light in the 
m

urk, show
ing them

, as form
er 

N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es colum

nist T
om

 
t 

W
icker w

rote, "in som
e cases to be 

t 
im

possible, in others m
istaken, in a 

m
any dishonest, in all w

ishful." 	
t 

[
.
 

 
orm

er W
all S

treet litigator 
he law

 w
hen he got hooked 

nfiction. H
is first book in 

ut Josef M
engele, the N

azi 
edical experim

ents on Jew
s 

r II earn
ed

 h
im

 th
e n

am
e 

th." 

ecise m
an w

ith a neat m
us-

' ect m
anner, P

osner w
as 

by the w
ealth of data, start-

m
lum

es of the W
arren C

om
- 

m
 D

3 C
ol. 1 

gU
R

SD
A

Y, SEPTEM
B

ER
 30, 1993 	

>
 , I 

)0S
N

E
R

 
rom

 P
age D

1  
issio

n
, ab

o
u

t th
e assassin

atio
n

 
id the later m

urder of O
sw

ald by 
ightclub ow

ner Jack R
uby in the 

isem
ent of the D

allas police de-
trtm

en
t. 

"I'm
 blessed or cursed w

ith an 
ialytical m

ind W
hen I graduated 

. om
 H

astings in 1978, I w
ent to 

o
rk

 fo
r C

rav
ath

, S
w

ain
e an

d
 

oore in N
ew

 Y
ork. O

ne of their 
tses at the tim

e w
as the govern-

lent's law
suit against IB

M
. T

here 
ere a m

illion pages of paper and 
andreds.of thousands of exhibits. 
)rne people m

ight tend to get dis-
iad

ed
 fro

m
 to

n
s o

f p
ap

erw
o
rk

, 
at I don't have a fear of it." 

P
osner doesn't turn up m

uch in 
le w

ay of new
 evidence. H

e just 
A

ces a clear look at w
hat there is 

ad reasons from
 it in a com

m
on-

!Ilse w
ay. A

s an exam
ple, som

e 
nispiracy buffs w

onder w
hy the 

?cret S
ervice agent w

ho w
as driv-

ig slow
ed the convertible w

hen 
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eard
 th

e g
u
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fire? T

o
 set u
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y
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e th

ird
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n
ip

 d
e g

race? B
u

t P
o
sn

er ask
s, 

n't it m
ore reasonable to assum

e 
le ag

en
t tu

rn
ed

 aro
u

n
d

 to
 see 

hat those popping sounds w
ere 

id w
hat w

as happening to his pas-
!tigers? N

othing could be m
ore 

atural, says P
osner. 

W
hat about the m

essage to all 
B

I field
 o

ffices, w
arn

in
g
 th

ere 
tight be an assassination attem

pt 
a N

ovem
ber 22, that a clerk, W

il-
am

 W
alter, claim

ed to have seen 
ad told his w

ife about? A
ccording 

I P
osner, the w

ife denied he told 
er anything of the sort and said 

W
alter had a w

eakness for telling 
w

hoppers. "If it w
ere true, all 50 

F
B

I offices w
ould have to be part 

o
f th

e co
v

eru
p

." P
o

ssib
le? Y

es. 
P

robable? 

W
hy did the D

allas police w
ait 

until 1989 to release the arrest re-
cords of the three tram

ps (none of 
w

hom
 w

as H
unt, as it happened) 

picked up in D
ailey P

laza, and w
hy 

d
id

 it tak
e u

n
til last y

ear b
efo

re 
they w

ere m
ade public? P

osner an-
sw

ers that the cops didn't think it 
w

as im
portant ("N

ot everybody is 
d
o
m

in
ated

 b
y
 co

n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ry

 
and, anyhow

, governm
ent is ineffi-

cien
t"), an

d
 n

o
b

o
d

y
 b

o
th

ered
 to

 
look in the files until a couple of 
new

spaper reporters got around to 

W
as this —

 as S
tone put forth in 

"JF
K

" —
 because O

sw
ald knew

 
K

ennedy w
as being set up for kill-

in
g
 an

d
 -w

as w
arn

in
g
 h

is "h
an

-
dler"? In w

hich case, how
 did it 

happen that he ended up firing the 
w

eapon and killing a policem
an 

before being led sm
irking out of-

the m
ovie theater w

here he w
as 

captured? 
T

he real explanation, said P
os-

n
er, w

as th
at th

e n
o

te w
as O

s-
w

ald's threat to take the m
atter to 

h
ig

h
er au

th
o
rity

 if ag
en

ts k
ep

t 
bothering his w

ife. T
hey got rid of 

it because they feared the w
rath of 

J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er. "It w

asn
't a 

coverup. T
hey w

ere just covering 
their asses." 

W
hy didn't the D

allas police 
tape their interview

s w
ith O

sw
ald, 

and w
hy w

as their interrogation so 
leisurely? "T

hey didn't ow
n a tape 

recorder and they thought they'd 
have w

eeks to question him
." Jack 

R
uby upset that apple cart w

hen 
he plugged O

sw
ald. 

"It w
as the greatest disservice 

to history I can think of," said P
os-

n
er. "N

o
b

o
d

y
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e talk

in
g
 

conspiracy if he'd stood trial." 
So it goes, one half-baked theo- 

it. T
w

o of the tram
ps still survive, 

one of w
hom

 got $25,000 to appear 
on "H

ard C
opy." 

FB
I agents destroyed a note O

s-
w

ald delivered to the D
allas office. 


