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Raoul Wallen'
Disappeared in 1945

Wolff holds a copy of the complaint to be filed against the Soviet Union; Soviet officials have declined to comment on the lawsuit
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" ;.ﬁxm:orfo-.m Family Sues Soviets

For $39 Million; Seeks Information

VALERIE STRAUSS

- WASHINGTON —: The family of = Raoul
Wallenberg has filed a $39 million suit against the
“Soyiet Union and demanded the Kremlin reveal what

- ‘happened to the Swedish diplomat who saved the

lives of at least 100,000 Jews during World War
I .

The suit was filed in U. 5. District Court by lawyers
for Guy von Dardel, half brother of Wallenberg, who
was imprisoned by the Soviets in 1945 after carrying
out his life saving mission in Nazi-oceupied
Hungary. 1

It demands that the Soviets either release Wallen
berg, supply definitive proof that he is dead, and in
cither case, pay 539 million in damages.

The Soviets say Wallenberg died in prison in 1947,
but the diplomar's family claims he still is alive.

. "I know my brother is still alive today,” von Dardel

. said as his suit was being filed. “1 have evidence even

after 1979 that he is
We must get him out "

The U.S. and Swedish governments sent Wallen-
berg to Budapest, Hungary in 1944 (o help save the
lives of Jews still under Nazi occupation.

He carried with him a laTge but unspecified amount
of meney supplied by the United States to carry out
the mission. OMicials from both governments credit

1l alive but I can't release it

Wallenberg with saving the lives of more than 100,- .

000 Hungerian Jews by supplying false identity
papers to some and smuggling food to others.
* On Jan 17, 1945, Soviet forces who had moved

-~ JERUSALEM (ZINS) — It would

into Hungary took Wallenberg into custody, allegedly
to protect him: For years the- Soviets denied

. holding Wallenberg.

Andrei Gromyko, then Soviet Deputy Foreign

- Minister, told the Swedish gevernment in 1957 that

Wallenberg died in prison of a heart attack 10
years earlier.

The U.S. and Swedish governments have been
unsuccessfully demanding information on Wallen
berg's fate ever since. o

The suit against the Soviets was filed under the
1977 Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, which
makes foreign governments liable to lawsuits in U.S.
courts for wrongful acts, said von Dardel's lawyer,
Morrjs WolfT. : )

“I think it (the suit) could well affect the case
positively,” von Dardel said. “It opens a new channe!
of information because all other channels have
been exhausted.

“Since there's no precedent, we cannot say for sure
it will lead up to success,” said von Dardel. “Bu
since there areno precedents, we can't say for sure it
won't work. At least we can try.™

Taking pant in a news conference with von Dardel
after the suit was filed was Rep: Tom Lantos (D-
Calif) who along with his wife was saved from the
Nazi death camps through Wallenberg's efforts.

Mrs. Lantos said she had word that Wallenberg
was alive as iate as February of 1980, when the
Swedish diplomat reportedly was seen in a Soviel
prison.
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