ths acurce of the ammunition. Oswald was never connected with either
the smmnition or the clip in which it was contained. The clip did
not come with the rifle. The empty cartridge cases from which the
bullets were presumed tc have been fired and the live cartridge had
all been in this rifle on a previous occcasion and/or in another uni-
dentified and ignored rifle. Mysteriously, ths police suspended thelr
inveatigation of the source of the ammunition without tracing it to
Oswald, The police also swore to contradictory and conflicting state-
ments abont what they did with the empty shells.

Nonetheless, the Report concludes that Oswald had the skill re-
gquired for the assassination and that the rifle was the assassination
weapon. What it does not ignore sbout the ammunition it is satisfied
to presume, even in the presence of contrary evidence, It also pre-
sumes Oswald's possession of the rifle and ammunition and, on the
basis of these presumptions, concludes that Oswald was the marksman
who committed murder,

This is the of

that Oswald waes a "

ieial opinion of the Marine Corps,
a "poor" shot,

IMCAS El1
Toro Calif  6May59 =*"B"
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For Course "A", as shown above, qualification scores were as
follows:

EXPERT =220; SHARPSHOOTER =-210; MARKSMAN <190
For the Course marked "B", the qualification is:
EXPERT =-225; SHARPSHOOTER =-215; MARKSMAN -190

Regarding a comparison of the Marine Corps' requirements
with those of the other services, it is believed that the
requirements of the other services can be best obtained by
you directly from those services. Enclosed, however, are
copies of Marine Corps regulations describing the several
narksmanship courses. These were effective at the time
Oswald was on active duty in the Marine Corps.

The Marine Corps considers that any reasonable application
of the instructions given to Marines should permit them to
become qualified at least as a marksman. To become qualified
as a sharpshooter, the Marine Corps is of the opinion that
most Marines with a reasonable amount of adaptabili‘v to
weapons firing can become so qualified. Consequently, a low
mar.isman qualification indicates a rather poor "shot! and a
aharpshooter qualification indicates a fairly good "shot".
~-ust the foregoing wil' serve the purpose of your inquiry.

A. C. FOLSOM, JR.
Lieutenant Colonel U. S. Marine Corps
Head, Records Branch, Personnel Dcpartment
By direction of the Commandagt of the ifarine Zor
Encl:
(1) Copies of MARCOR Regs

describing marksmanship courses
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