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A
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IA
 M

O
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;F
itzgerald 

 h
is ex

h
au

stiKve accdount.of the John 
[
 ti
  

-,---_ appears at first to be an honest and 
painstaking effort to sort through m

oun-
tains of m

aterial and establish, once and 
for all, w

ho shot JF
K

 and w
hy. 

T
h
a
t G

e
ra

ld
 P

o
sn

e
r, th

e
 critica

lly p
ra

ise
d
 a

u
th

o
r 

o
f "M

e
n
g
e
le

" a
n
d
 "W

a
rlo

rd
s
 o

f C
rim

e
," c

o
n
c
iu

d
e
s
 

th
a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, fo

r a
ll its m

ista
ke

s, w
a
s 

rig
h
t —

 L
e
e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

 kille
d
 JF

K
 a

n
d
 a

cte
d
 a

s a
. 

"lo
n
e
 a

ssa
ssin

" —
 m

a
y so

u
n
d
 a

b
su

rd
 in

 th
e
 fa

ce
 o

f 
q
u
e
stio

n
s ra

ise
d
 b

y o
th

e
r h

o
n
e
st a

n
d
 p

a
in

sta
kin

g
 a

c-
co

u
n
ts. 

T
h
a
t P

o
sn

e
r's ve

ry title
, "C

a
se

 C
lo

se
d
," a

rro
g
a
n
tly 

d
ism

isse
s e

ve
ry o

th
e
r w

o
rk o

n
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct m
a
y fu

r-
th

e
r a

lie
n

a
te

 so
m

e
 re

a
d

e
rs. B

u
t in

 h
is 6

0
0

-p
lu

s p
a

g
e

s 
o
f in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
, in

clu
d
in

g
 n

e
w

 in
te

rvie
w

s a
n
d
 stu

d
ie

s 
in

v
o
lv

in
g
 c

o
m

p
u
te

r e
n
h
a
n
c
e
m

e
n
ts

, s
o
n
ic

 d
ig

itiz
e
rs

 
a

n
d

 n
e

u
tro

n
 a

ctiva
tio

n
, P

o
sn

e
r d

o
e
s a

t tim
e
s p

re
se

n
t 

a
 co

n
vin

cin
g
 a

rg
u
m

e
n
t. 

B
u

t th
e

n
, th

e
y a

ll d
o

. T
h

e
 p

ro
b

le
m

 fo
r re

a
d

e
rs is 

w
h
ich

 a
u
th

o
rs to

 b
e
lie

ve
 a

b
o
u
t w

h
ich

 d
e
ta

ils. F
o
r e

x-
a
m

p
le

, o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 e

a
rlie

st critics o
f th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

-
m

issio
n

, B
o

lin
a

s p
riva

te
 d
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 T
h

o
m

p
so

n
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 D
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a
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JF
K

 
C

o
n

tin
u

ed
 F

ran
z P

a
g

e 1 

w
itn

esses at D
ealey

 P
laza said

 th
ey

 h
eard

 sh
o
ts co

m
in

g
 

from
 the grassy knoll rather than from

 the T
exas S

chool 
B

ook D
epository w

here O
sw

ald allegedly had his "sniper's 
nest." 

P
osner accuses T

hom
pson of putting som

e w
itnesses in 

the "grassy knoll" category w
ho "actually," he w

rites, "de-
scribed the shots as com

ing from
 the vicinity of the B

ook 
D

ep
o

sito
ry

." S
o

 P
o

sn
er, em

in
en

tly
 fairer, q

u
o

tes o
th

er 
so

u
rces sh

o
w

in
g

 th
at o

n
ly

 1
2

 p
ercen

t o
f th

e w
itn

esses 
"pinpointed the grassy knoll." 

In this and hundreds of other cases, he favorably com
-

pares 
pares his version to others, then dism

isses any and all of 
w

h
at h

e calls "th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 critics," ran

g
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e 
m

ost recent, O
liver S

tone of "JF
K

" fam
e, to the earliest, 

M
ark L

ane, author of "R
ush to Judgm

ent," 1987. 

B
ut in alm

ost every case, P
osner discovers an abyss of 

com
plicated details and contradictions. F

or exam
ple, as to 

th
e n

u
m

b
er an

d
 d

irectio
n
 o

f sh
o
ts th

at k
illed

 JF
K

, th
e 

truth is that nobody w
ill ever know

 because D
ealey P

laza 
co

n
stitu

tes o
n

e b
ig

 ech
o

 ch
am

b
er, as P

o
sn

er n
o

tes, in
 

w
hich w

itnesses reported "reverberation" of sounds that 
"b

o
u
n
ced

 o
ff th

e b
u
ild

in
g
s," esp

ecially
 n

ear th
e g

rassy
 

knoll. 

B
ut if that key point hardly constitutes a "closed case," 

P
o

sn
er is read

y
 w

ith
 1

9
9

2
 co

m
p

u
ter en

h
an

cem
en

ts o
f 

A
b

rah
am

 Z
ap

ru
d

er's fam
o

u
s h

o
m

e m
o

v
ie to

 sh
o

w
 th

at 
O

sw
ald took not 4.8 to 5.8 seconds, as earlier studies sug-

gest, but a., m
any as 8.4 seconds to fire three shots —

 m
ore 

evidence that he w
as acting alone. P

osner also says that 

rifle experts shooting M
annlicher C

arcanos like the one 
O

sw
ald allegedly used have dem

onstrated that after O
s-

w
ald m

issed the JF
K

 lim
ousine w

ith the first shot, "he had 
at least 3 seconds to reload, aim

 and fire the second shot, 
w

hich hit both K
ennedy and [T

exas governor John] C
on-

nally. H
e then had another 5 seconds —

 am
ple tim

e —
 for 

the third shot, w
hich killed the P

resident." 

R
eally? W

hat about the "badly m
isaligned" telescopic 

gun sight that Jim
 G

arrison m
entions in "O

n the 'frail of 
the A

ssassins"? A
gain, it depends on w

hom
 you believe. 

P
osner says it's not a "badly m

isaligned" but a "very slight 
m

isalignm
ent" on the scope and that it 

	actually have 
aid

ed
 h

im
 in

 h
ittin

g
 K

en
n

ed
y

." T
h

at's stran
g

e —
 h

o
w

 
co

u
ld

 a m
isalig

n
m

en
t h

elp
 th

e sh
o
o
ter? P

o
sn

er d
o
esn

't 
explain. In a footnote, P

osner refers us to W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion volum

es but doesn't explain, and in this key area of 
conflict, w

e need a lot of explanation. 

T
hen there's the "m

agic bullet" that the m
ovie "JF

K
" 

dem
onstrated had to turn and tw

ist in m
idair to account 

for no less than seven entry and exit w
ounds. P

osner says 
the Z

apruder film
 enhancem

ents now
 show

 that C
onnally 

w
as turning his body in such a w

ay that the bullet m
ade a 

straight path through five of the w
ounds, "tum

bled" rath-
er th

an
 tw

isted
 an

d
 changed direction only after hitting 

C
onnally's rib. 

T
hank you, new

 technology: W
ith P

osner's interpreta-
tion, it does help to explain how

 the "m
agic bullet" turned 

into the "pristine" bullet (relatively undam
aged); how

 the 
notorious "backyard photos" of O

sw
ald holding his rifle 

m
ay not have been phony; how

 O
sw

ald's palm
 print on the 

rifle m
ight not have been planted by the F

B
I. 

B
ut they don't explain w

hy the driver of the lim
ousine 

slow
ed the JF

K
/C

onnally car to a stop rather than acceler-
ated after the first shut; w

hy F
B

I agents deliberately de-
stroyed notes w

ritten by O
sw

ald or by them
selves about 

O
sw

ald; w
hy D

allas police never taped or took notes of 
their interrogation of O

sw
ald (insistence that they didn't 

have a tape recorder is not a reason); w
hy D

allas P
olice 

D
epartm

ent files identifying the "three tram
ps" (suspects 

fo
u
n
d
 in

 th
e railro

ad
 y

ard
 n

ear D
ealey

 P
laza) w

ere n
o
t 

fo
u

n
d

 u
n

til 1
9

9
2

; o
r w

h
y

 th
e m

ilitary
 au

to
p

sy
 o

f JF
K

's 
body w

as indeed one of the "w
orst and m

ost botched au-
topsies ever," as one m

edical exam
iner put it. (R

obert and 
Jacqueline K

ennedy m
aking decisions and hurrying the 

autopsy along is again not a reason.) 

T
hough P

osner's book doesn't really settle very m
uch, 

it m
ight be w

orth reading if he hadn't suggested that the 
w

hole conspiracy notion is really our fault —
 w

e A
m

eri-
cans —

 for caring too m
uch that a boob like O

sw
ald m

ur-
dered our C

am
elot hero. 

"Y
o

u
 w

an
t to

 ad
d

 so
m

eth
in

g
 w

eig
h

tier to
 O

sw
ald

," 
P

osner quotes W
illiam

 M
anchester, author of "D

eath of a 
P

resid
en

t." "It w
o

u
ld

 in
v

est th
e P

resid
en

t's d
eath

 w
ith

 
m

ean
in

g
. ... A

 co
n
sp

iracy
 w

o
u
ld

, o
f co

u
rse, d

o
 th

e jo
b
 

nicely. U
nfortunately, there is no evidence w

hatever that 
there w

as one." 

Y
ou can't say that by P

osner's account, surely. In fact, 
the only reason "C

ase C
losed" w

orks as a title is that read-
ers m

ay be so sick of JF
K

 assassination books they couldn't 
possibly stom

ach another one. 	
■
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