
ay. 
PesnerlOs next two chapterc,"I'm a Character! I'm Colorful" and "I Am sack Ruby. You 

all linow me," )1( Pages 345-403) are, obviously, on sack Ruby. Why he has them at all 
r „ 
is not obvious. 

The subtitle of his book is, Lee Harvey and the Assassination of JYK. 

In rnomL:,'s description of the book to Dahlin in Publisherfs Weekly he said, 

"At 	ie heart 	es biography of Lee Harvey Oswald..." 

Posner himself insistlp that1iftr-gee Hnrvey Ol?wallts-the most important 

thing in his book. Be emphasizes this in his Prefae4Pages ix-xi) There he gges into 

"Oswald's curious past"r zs allogidly "murky background," awl, he says that"Forgotten 

in most recent studies of thy, assassination is Oswald" where "he iszeferred to only 

briefly and often is presented as a sterile fi 	... stripped of character, the 

reader is seldom given any insight into understailaiu9 him. His intricate personality 

and temperament areobscured..." 

.t).*'4A.;/ 
Ile..emphasized this in his appearances, too. ;ere are a Zit 

6s 12,  
examples rom C/5-enay. 

On August 30-;-iii71992, interviewed by Peon ilarriS, there was this exchange: 

HARRIS: Well, I did take some time to go through your book over the weekend and 
I have to admit that I was- I did notice first off that it seemed as though you 
base most of your view upon the- your investigation of Oswald himself as a 
person. You spent a lot of time developing his character. 

Mr. POSNER: Leon, I think you asked the key question. To me, although many 
people focus on a single bullet and what happened in terms of the shots, I thin) 
the answer to this assassination is found in Lee Harvey Oswald's life. 
There's no question. 

HARRIS: Why is that? 

Mr. POSNER: Because what we've never had in this country - the American publi 
has never had a reason to understand why Oswald ended up on the sixth floor of 
the depository shooting at Kennedy. 	What I try to give you is such a 
psychological and detailed profile of Oswald's life that you as the reader 
finally understand why he killed Kennedy and I think you do see it in this 
book - a man so disturbed over a period of time - psychologically imbalanced, eN 	. 	•iste 	 .‘*93 

very violent, someone who tried to kill an American Army general - that by the 
time November 22nd comes around and he goes up and takes his rifle to that 
corner window to shoot at Kennedy, you really understand why he's there. 



IIe appeared on CNN's "Crossfire " po(gram Amw -four days latex, with Mike Kinsley 
d.P-r 	A.? 

lea- former Ne,, Hampshire Governor and later Ash's White House chief-of-stff John 

Sununu andDr. Cyril Wecht, the eminent forensic :athilogist, There was this exchange: 

Dr. WECHT: And he was able to effectuate the assassination of the President, 
despite the fact that he was in Russia he was a total dunce, and by the way, 
according to KGB agent Nosenko, one of Mr. Posner's reliable persons, as of 
last week on another television program, 'Lee Harvey Oswald could not hit a 
rabbit with a shotgun.' He became also an expert marksman, Mr. Posner, in tha 
couple of years' time, right? 

Posner did not even try to respondOccording to the t ranneript until a few other 

exchanges between the other participants, and then there was this: 



Mr. POSNER: -I must tell you that I personally believe that the most importan 
part of the book is not the chapter on the single bullet, but is the first half 
of the book which deals with Oswald's life, because- 

KINSLEY: Yeah, but just listening to you, it's not as convincing. 

Mr. POSNER: No, no, but it is more convincing in this sense, it incrementally 
builds over 300 pages, a portrait of Oswald and a psychological portrait- 

KINSLEY: All right, if you're going to sell your book, I think we ought to give 
Dr. Wecht a chance. 

Dr. WECHT: And it builds and it builds Lee Harvey Oswald's anarchism and 
pro-socialism, communism, whatever it is, and this man sets it all up, and gues 
what, he kills the President after planning this all this time, and then he 
stands up and says, 'I didn't do it, not me, somebody else did it.' Come on now 
what, are you kidding? You don't have to be- 

Mr. POSNER: Dr. Wecht- 

Dr. WECHT: You don't have to be a Freudian psychoanalyst to understand the 
43104-TEanscripts,-September 37-1993- 

absurdity of your theory. 

Mr. POSNER: All you have to do- 

Dr. WECHT: My God, a guy like that stands up and says, 'Mea culpa, I did it, I 
did it. I'm a hero. I saved the world. I killed this terrible man.' 

Mr. POSNER: Dr. Wecht, all I suggest you do is go back and talk to Marina 
Oswald and- 

Dr. WECHT: I've talked to Marina personally several times, and I know what 
Marina thinks of your book and about you, OK. So I have talked with Marina. 

Mr. POSNER: Please go back and talk to Marina Oswald and his friends Ruth and 
Michael Paine [sp71 who knew Lee Oswald better than anybody else, and what will 
they say? He looked like the cat who had swallowed the canary. He was bursting 
with pride and he knew now that he was going to have the fun of being able to 
make everybody sweat about who killed JFK. 



And, as Wecht hmit said to him, instead of boasting, claiming his glory, denied it? 

Posner's reasoning is gibberish. 

This is the stuff of cheap novel* It is not real%, psychologically or in any 

other way. 



' 

But as Podner states over and over again, with seemingly unbounded faith in his 

gimmick, it is h kr- is ersion of what he says.* wan Oswald's life, his special twist 

to all of it, that is what has to be understood and is the "key" to his book and to Ake' 

understanding.  the crime, that he tells the life and the story of a born assassin just 

w.iting to assassinati,  
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Newspaper clipping of his interviews around the country are consistent with this. 

Amt An I caught him saying on Waohington TV,his biography of Oswald is the most im-

portant part of his hookin his opinion. In ond way or another he said the same thing 

on those two CNN appearances. 

Oswald "1 if  e" is the "key." 

He gives "such a psychological and detailed profile of Oswald's lfe that you as 
4 

the reader can finally understand ehy he allied XbAnnedy...psychologically imbalincea 

(sic)." 

"I must tell you that I personally believe that the most important part of the book 

is not the chapter on the single bullet,timmy but is the first half of the book, which 

deals with Oswald's life because (interrupted by Kinsley, who found what he said "not 

as convincing" an the book) ii,,no, but it is more convincing in this sense, it incrimen4 

tally builds crier 300 pages, a portrait of Oswald', and a psychological portrait...." 

"Go back and talk to Ilarinn Oswald (who contradicted him on national TV) and his 

friends lth and HtclAP Paine who know Lee Oswald better than anybody else, and what 

will motimgm they say? He looked like the cat who had swallowed the canary. He was bursting 

with pride, and he knew that he was going to have the fun of being able to make 

everybody sweat about who killed JA.10" 

What else where he kept J/ifteen dollars for his escape? 73:3-q 

T he Paince if they said army such thil, salt him no more than the rest of us 

°I Till 	 A/ 
after he as arrest 	and if that was a cat and canary look, bids thenceforth should 

have had much less trouble from cats. 

So, Former owes it all to Hartogs. Nit that thwre--i-a.a single new word other k 
,ke 

than what PetmeT imagines and has probably talked himself into believing about Oswald. 

There is only his/resurrection of Hartogs, ice. exaggerated/form and interpretation*  

ill what that Hartogs might not have been able to do if he had staid off of his 

3 33 _16 
women patients! 

—t—he—sayer the But as—Peen Jill ►  ii- er 



6 gRa fe of an ass- un ers 

Irkti Ruby having nothing 	o wit) 
16,440 	 a. 

Ruby's life s not really ap=opuil 
f,e4 	At414;411121 

be-C-Onjecured but soma of 
0 

tend overall and unique expertise.- 
cj 

mr 	" 
Whatever Podner's reasons, with his publisher's p e-publi(ation description of the 

‘1..144).11.) 
book and Posner's post-publication agreeing with that andindding emphasis to it, Ruby is 

rlevant to Oswald'd death, not to his life, and with tthis book on Oswald's lift,11re 

,1n in his own terms it is the life of Oswald that is the "key," rtt 
1.:14  
that lifeXthat he also includestiversion of 

Ite to the book in which it is so large a part. Why,k 

the obvious conjectures are to tittilate,--no pre- 
- 

	

	 _eadi '1),... 
44  fr4Liwo 44-1114,4c. ii /0 )#,:iow•-• 4-0.-1-  

it,14, 14  ,), 4,a-4 „et, Iti )1'1'1 0  

listenT-that-kuby. B 1 C • - 	 II 

er, and that of Dr.  L. 

steTY-5f-ObWales-lifef—th&-life-he-says 

\ 	 t/1044t 
sins ust went 	Cas sinate. • - 

mod-by-Perrevrting so large a part to Ruby, whatever Posner's purposes, is 

dif 04stikAilg- Au 	k ,a4,4  
a waste of t t space and any time taken for it. ,44,1441,tam-14 litupod,plowdsti 	Atvz 
150, 	,1,00.1# 144:0  

Abay in his right mind can believe that anybody couldlrust Ruby with anything at 

all that required either dependability or hi #ilence. Ruby was really sick in the 

head besides being pushy,ssnnraving attention and being regarded as having some im- 

portance. 	
flu AAviiiaL 

When 1  began my work, kno.inc: it would be impossible to be able to cover all of 411C 

fully and carefully, I decided not to work on Ruby for the above reasons and because 

there w.,:uld be a trial at which some evidenee would emerge ,a/
$,d be subjected to Wigmore's 

,41,44 /LLU-0-41 01.1ra doi f  (tne-r_r 
s̀ubjected 

 
• ------ 

wonderful engine for establishifCfrath, cross-exatifftraff:gThei report of defense pay-

chiatristi provided by William Neichter, 4ouisville lawyer and my good friend, from 

AA/ AEA 410-"h 
the University of Kentucky, Louisville archive on S star Willlem Creeper, a Member of 

3,? 1.1 4/ 
the Warren Commission, witurned out to be correct,,

x1 	
ld the_caurt-anwi-iting-to 



(With some help from Neichter Bill Cooper 

seeking all the information ho can get for it. 

04141 '111"-f  
Senate staff say, workelfhard blitir.&4&.1 on 

has any real knowledge of it or, if he had any, 

wanted to be cer'nin there ire —re no leaks.) 

where he put his files on it. He 

, who is in charge of that archive, is 

Senator Cooper, those who were on his 
4.1-410 0/4) f. /  

his Commissiork and none of them 

Dr. i'ouis Jolyon ,right) West, head of the psychiatry department of the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma Uedical Centers  was the defense psychiatrist. Judge Joe B. Brown asked 

Dallas psychiatrist Dr. R.L. Lk Stubblefield to examine Ruby for him. Both reports 

were filed in 	1964. Bill Cooper gave Neichter a copy of Pallas Dthstrict Attor- 

ney Wade's letter to Rankin forwarding the reports of Both psychiatrists. Both reports 

said that Kuby was-i Mentally ill. West(S covering letter to Wade says, "I hope it will 

be possible to put him in a mental hospital soon." 

In a report dated April 26, West told the cpurt inwilling to listen, under 

"Prognosis," that for "the present acute psychotic reaction proper treatment" 

chou,ftd be "promptly instituted." It never was. 



Tho Gertz& had gone to the station from tin, funeral, 

335A 



111 

foTr-Bitr-t6-1M7-purt-In a mental- hospitainv" 
7 

W .-61:'s-15-epoiTt--or-A-p-i11726;-unde-.---"Progniert, .n 7"--staUst, '1111.fr- 	sent-acu e 
promptly 

psychotte-renetion, fair, 	if-proper-treatmunt-is/brati-tratod," which_i_Lbsavetees. His 

rl 
"Recommendation" was Immediate psychiatric hospitalization, study and treatment. Close 

observation. Suicidal precautions." Under discussiOn RE West states that 4'11.by is not 

"malingering or feigning mental illness, does not ;:ant to go to mental hospital,#) is 

paranoid 
a " delusional person" at "cross purposes with hitl attoneys, has had "acute psy- 

chiotoc reactions" and is "technically insane" and thus could not cooperate intelli-

gently in his on 4-efense. 

The other side, wanting for Ruby nit to be-hkepit hospitalized, while stating it 

les:imverely, did conclude that Rubywas mentally ill. 
serious, 	 jr0Are .kam 

That it was even more:•:--is/than 6 West had concluded with what could 

determined, if at all in 1964, onitr with hospitalization and close examinatipn, was 

without any question at all when he died in February, 196/AraLit/was determined that 

a cancer of the brain was thcibause of his death. 

I spent the afternoon or Ruby's funeral in his native Chicago with one of his 
b4ti. 

lawyers, Elmer Wertz, and his wife. It as a nast day,windy, snowy and of blizzard in 

r 
thnntv'Elmer and were to be among the guests on 1'132M-TV's John Ladigan Show. It was 

filmed in i 	prebape days Friday for Sunday airing. The taping was 03 delayed for 

deveral hours by technical problems more common then than now. I was escorted to the 
3354  

station's cafeteria where Elmer and his wife were already. We sat there and chatted until 
4 

called for the filming. 

Eimer was without doubt about the cause of Ruby's death, from that irain cancer, 

O4  
being correct. His rather emotional opiniorT

W 
 TEht Ruby would. have been hospitalized earlier 

if the: "sheriff himself was not himself hospitalized does not mean that Rubj; at tha 

late date could have been cured. To the best of my knowledge there has not an an'i-340iZn-

aai4e- medical opinion of when that cancer started and whether, if detected in early 

1964, it could have prevqnted his death, delayed it, or had any influence on his mental 

Llh 
illness. Hy own osin-44..that Riby was crazy long before he killed Oswald. 



Several years after Ruby's death I learned more than was public about the kind of 

person he was. 

NOTE TO RAPHAELA: If I
__ 
have not written you that I have the Nein' eperoval of my friend  

Henry Wade to use the formulation of him as the source, please type the alternative that 

MY friend Henry Wade, a former FBI special agent and popular and respected as the 

district attorney, was informed about the kind of person Ruby was by Dallasites who had 
ee  

per6sonal katowledge. His files held numerous reports of strange and at the least mn. 
feet celeOle,Weeee AL4424"1/ 

acceptable but dependable reports about Ituby. e-e 	e feeem 	 hsaittsg 

of the bre4s of girls just entering puberty, An one instance I remember/at a fair and 

in daylight. When chided for that kind of behavior, Ruby's response was that he was 

„just breaking the g*ls into go to work for him when they were mare mature. 
ae gllis most disgusting 

The sickestbf all was the belief of the Sac 'Society for the Prevention of Cruel- 

/OA,/  
ity to Animals. It was the kind of thing not-likely to be determined on psychiatric 

examination. 

6 his dogs, Ruby referred to hin favotite, the dachshund Sheba, as "my wife." 
"Ii14.1" The SPCA had reason to believe he was truatineeees dog that wee'. 

iALTERNATIVE, replace first four lines above with: 	 ----_____ 

S515; nekkiiiiiiiKEIWX. Deveral years after Ruby's death when I wan in &lies I saw 

written records relating to the kind of person Ruby was. He  was not in any sense normal 

and it .:a.,s well known lo   in ,part because his bad behavior was sometimesix 
gm ,14414 

Cli/Li ing in public.The dependable reports I saweeengede&eee his public 	....end then 

as  it is. 
!IP41th 

While Ruby's behavior, with girls :md with his dogs ",--14 noi 	indication of the 

serious mental illness diagnosed by West, it does reflect the kind of map, nobody who 

knew him well would be inclined to trust with 	scion or knowledge that required 

dependability, rationality and silence. 

If with the announced purposes of his book Posner found Vnecessary to say any- 
to be part of e conspiracy 

thing at all about Ruby, that nobody would have trusted him/would have been enough, 



any consideration of what 

220 from what he claims is the 

reporting on the assassination 

is apropriate to Oswald's life that Posner suppressed 

only definitvi, unders account of it, or ofYhis 
pvL 	 be he 

itself that-he could have used some of these pages hi 

wasted on Rubydoorsharsztizsez maLes this clear. While thinking this way requeirip the 

belief that Posner is an honest man intending an honest book neither at this point 

possible to believe, just a rQw examples from earlier in this book reflect the real Posner 

48/ 
and his real intentions with and .1.44 real purposes in his book."' 	i'.14  /24 0.64;w4'44" 

he knew from my Osuald in New Orleans that I had reason to believe that the lone 

official candidate for :'residential assassination had in fact held the very high 

security clearances of TOP SECRET and CRYTTO and that this is suppressed from 01 known 

official records. After I wrote that 400k obtained from the Navy buf-ii—LA from any 

Oswald orassassination records thud the proof that Oswald did have these clearances. 

This is not relevant in any biographicalLocount,Which Posner says is the most important 

thing in his book? Whether or not Posner used my work to locate those FBI reports of 

its so-called investigation at the onesPrinting Company in New Orleans, the results of 

my work wee in the file cabinets in which he worked for three days and is clearly labelled 

on those file folders. Be also could have asked me, as he could of so very much more and 

not once did, if I had any informationOthat paYt of Oswald's life. Ile could have had 
(e.,,AAtisu 

it without asking me anoiVould haVe haTil)if he had asked me. That the Oswald he says 

was all alone was not all alone is not relevant in his supposedly unaque biography of Oswald? 

Of 011 the great volume of information he saw that I had obtained by all those POIA 

lawsuits of which he knew and wroted so uninfsirmedly, justIrW4ht we lvvis seen above 

about that missed shot and that curbstone alone is seat more than enough tgmonstrate 

what he knew uns available and is so very pertinent in the basis of his account of the 
- 

11,r 	40. Acpo -kote 
/crime. That is not necessary in 	That, too, is not more imartant in it than 

..1ma/ 
• devoting more than ten percent of his book to tme,'irrelevaat Rby biographys,aksto 

bravFiaron-sf-lthat2 

Of course it is obvious that if he had not suppressed this evidence of which he did 

i3.'7 5 



know he could not have written and waxed rich and famous from his book. But the point 

here is why he wasted so much on the irrelevant and made the book impressiviy larger 

with what is not necessary to the book and is inappropriate in it. 
.J. 

It is part of his fraudulent pretense to having done a definitive job in his 

accounts of Oswald's life and of th crime when in fact he was a skilled and lying propa-

gandist depending on th:: ignorance of those who whuld judge his book and of the r..,ader 

( _.p4t mak 4.4_ 4,2 
to thakea)financial 4 success of it. He wastede. all this space and effort on Ruby to 
110 
)erpetratte the false pretense of the scholu.ship he did not employ and of the 411- 

inclusive contcnt of the book, the content it does not have. 

'.lasting all this space on Ruby is part of Posner's trickery. It has no legitimate 

purpose in his book. 



That iith all he could have said a14d did not say about the ̀ 1  some of which we 

have already seen 	not by any means all that is relevant and importanti/that Posner 

devoted an much space and attention ae he did to Rby at the least raises questions 

.61-6-e•u-e■ 
about what he really intended eith his book 

at best the cheapest o kind of literary 

scri?nshaw. 

It is not necessary and it is in propriate in a serious book that is supposedlt 

on Oswald's life and about the assassination of President Kennedy. 
spca 	 in 	 A,, Pa't 

That Posner did give all this attention 	1 the time of preparation tiwt 
.a1,.µ, !e 

it-represents 	is stir another indication that his was, despite all/his andgandom0: 

nouee's pretenses, alformUla boot 	signed for Lilo expected market of the oth61.-dide, 
of thone uh  

supporrirlhe official ashassination mythology, and as an answer, more or less, to 

the Oliver Stone movie. a--Fir e, 2T2'iii5  /Q-t_e_ 
_ . 	 o .-(1q-hz____— 	1  polutr o .4,; E 	 .i., ,,,, tx, c4A-viilikoo, 

In recent years there was only one eimmorcilia commercialiting tilw4-eviliveoted 
41. tel4 x. 

market, ormer L'ommission counsel 'uavid Belir and his claim to have been right be-. 

cause he said hems right, without regard to all the evidence he ignored own the 

Commission and since available, hug=ffii popular appeal at alloxoept to the major media and 

the small minority of Americans who still believed the official mytholo 
umn 

Posner, beginnire5 without Belin's liabilities/from his approach an of havir; the 

publisher support Posner had, did have Olen more support by the major media. This is 

represented by tko Random House's arranging for his large number of TV and other appare 

ances and by the unpreceNebted sale of ancillary rights here, as with the first at-

tention in U.S News, and around the world, where even inhustralia's remoteness it 

(-) received those three pages repotrted earlier in Brisbane. 
ed 

"Km alo00 "4-14 ) 
Tbio, of course, reached smoxm and ialuemcel many, many more people than the most 

successful book can. d'" 4"111  

In terms ofJarving government interest, particularly, possibly, that of the CIA, 

this ancillary attention is far more important than the number of books sold. 



hi*ecord it is not expectable
f
rom Posner, 

W-0 
irrelevant Ruby triviaci6.prepents an 

Whatever the trjth may be, and with 

all thi:; space and atjntion to the imam 

usch4olarly awl approach and is a  cheali appeal for added sales and for un- 

deserve0. recognition as seh4plarship. 

As we see when  we leave Posner's Ruby diversion, there is no end to his abandonment 

of scholarly ap:roashes and treatments he did not stoop to exploit. 


