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\bﬁ v awful, how beyond donception, the consequences could have been!

2ol A
There was another me.‘l:ter that when I first rcad those pages of that firs‘t release
K
Ly the CIA grobbed my attention, it was that unusval. CIA headquarters was very con—
ibipum o

cerned about a Hexlcan citizen, l.hex( Silvia Duran, cince remarried. The thrust of
that cable is that she had been handled roughly by the llexican police and UIA Langley
told its Hexico City station, in effect, to see that the police did not beat her up again.
m,y’(: Clin. L

Sich concern for anyonfi'm' normale. The lmmediate suspicion is that Langley head
a reason lor it and the most obvious reason is that she worked for the CIA. She was a
secretary in the Cuben embassy.

It was to her that Oswald spolie firet when he wont there looking fof a visa to
“uba. The available public record, particularly Volume IIL of +the published h:arings of
the llowie assasiuing comdttee, is cle:r on this, beginning with its firat:ﬁ,page-

Ihis record is elear also on the fact that Duran tried to help Oswald with his
application and by interceding at the Russian embassy for its clearance for Oswald to
(_;;E .hi:s visa. Thg:ée Hoyse he: rings establish this at the very First of that cited volume,.
She could of course, have just wanted to help hime

But the well-¥oun scene Osuazld made when he was foced by the/red tape ended any
possibility he could have had for getting a vidla rapidly.-y ' d’%

Expressing no questions or reservations at all, Posner reports that Oswald actually
a: pected the “ubans to give him a visa immediately “because he\a.nted to lezve by September

. indicates ,"_‘ﬁ'i'f—' Osurtlld - 4

30, onli three days loter," (Page 181) Posne no qgast‘.onf‘zof the sériousness ef
thisg although he had to lmow that a2ll Uswald had in resources was little morc than
pocket change.

Posner is so far from genuine interest in this area that can be sog embarrassing to
the CT4, his great benefactors, that he has not even kept up with Duran, even though
ne fron place to place quotes essemsively from the published House comidttee records.
f‘e dOB)#‘lD‘t even have her name correct in his bools.

At the time ol the:ssassination she was Sylvia Tirado Duran. She had several mamsksgies

magriage:s and at the time of those 1978 he rings she %s Sylvia Tirado Bazan.Posner men—
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tions hor$ eizh®t times in this chapter,his only mentions of her in the book (pages
180-1, 182, 185, 189, 190-%) without once givin. either her full nane at any time in her
1lifes or her ac'ru'al name at the t'me he wrove his book. That is the Superscholar in him,

I was not able, for medical reasons, to a'l:l:zgﬁ‘d those hearings of +the House
s wnd )
goeins comuittes. But all were broadcast by radio, some by TV, and I made and have
sound tapes of all those hearings. Thore on TVI adso watched. When it was announced

a W «
that Quran would be w—tiness, L &6 had even more int erest in not missing a word of
her testimony and seeing what lawyers call her "demeanor" when she testiied. in large
part that was becausz from the time I was aware of CIA headquarj;rs concern for her
)

safety, for her not being beaten up by ths Mexican police, I suspect,,tﬁ with it a
virtual certainty that the CIA had a soufee inside the “uban embassy, Duran was a likely
candidate for that role.

Az we shall see, my belief that the CIA had at least one live source inside that

embagsy is officially confirmed in what has never been reported that : know ofa

B londay, September 18, 1978
_ . "o, the mornipg that BHIHE Duran was to tés¥ify,f/and on TV, I was watching with
even more interest.

“nly it did not happen and the official reason for it not hapjening is not credible,

not at all.

G. Hobert Blakey, that committee's midimfxhmwmer— honcho as both its general counsel
and staff director, as usual began each he.ring with what he c'a.lled a "narration." That
got hin meximum attention and TV edposure ab each heoring. He narrated what he -eafad
referred to as "the Cuban elementi) ‘::f their heedzn hearingy beginning on the first page
of thet volumel. It was not a long narmation. We quote from how it ended and was carried
on by ay—annan an assistant cdunsel on the seocnd page. What is quicte abnormal is pre—

sented by Blakey and his assassidant as normal as breathing:
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The first witness who had been scheduled to be neara on us-
wald's alleged trip to Mexico City was Sylvia Tirado Bazan, previ-
ously Sylvia Tirado Duran.

Ms. Tirado was employed in September 1963 as secretary to the
Cuban consul in Mexico City. 5

Ms. Tirado was born November 22, 1937, in Mexico City. She is
presently employed by the Mexican Social Security Office.

Mr. Chairman, I understand that it has not been possible to
secure the appearance of Senora Tirado. I understand, however,
with your permission, Mr. Cornwell has a short presentation on
her testimony.

(ltlhairman Srokes. The Chair will recognize Counsel Gary Corn-
well.

Mr. CornwerL. I might state, Mr. Chairman, that through the
assistance of the Mexican Government, three members of the staff
did interview Sylvia Tirado, whose present name is Sylvia Tirado
Bazan, on June 6, 1978.

The Mexican Government thereafter agreed that she could come
to the United States and testify at these hearings today. Mrs.
Tirado Bazan also agreed to come. However, an unexpected busi-
ness engagement of hers prevented her appearance here today.

There is a photo which was made of her at the time of the
interview, which is being displayed on the easel and marked JFK
exhibit F-433, and we also have a transcript of the interview
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-440A, and a tape re-
cording of excerpted portions of that interview which we have
marked for identification as JFK exhibit F-439.

i1theugh Duran iz no longer Duran and is Baozan, she is nown in all the liﬁb

—_—
ture and hoarimgs—as Duran so we use that name,

She hgrl agreed to go to Weshington and testify in public, She had her government's

permissiones She was then a clerk in the Mexican equivalent of our Secial Secrmty

adni nistrations It simply cannot be believed that she did not appear because she

had "an unexpected business engagement." There are virtaully none that cannot be red

#cheduleds And bow many clerks, living ém clerks' income, refuse a feee trip to

another comtry and in her case, to the nation's apital city and internatuonal TV

attention?

Perhaps for on-e Blakey wg s closer te the truth than Cornwell. 4s Blakey Put 8

"it has not been possihle to secure" her appearancek.

If i+ was "gnot "possible" that means thet she, her govermment or both wanted Ker

A .
not to appar, whatever the reason or reasons.
q

That in itself is gquite unusual for such a proceding and under all the circumstances.

lee: If wiat follows is duplicative,qs it may be, it should be noted so that in edktinz

w
the editor candecide hich places is better for ite.
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The editor may prefer both)
lientfor of Blakey's name sug ests that this is an appropriate point to cite what
Posner quotes him as saying of me (Pa.geiq14):
In 1966, Harold Weisberg published Whitewash, the first in-
depth attack on the Warren Report.” Weisberg, who later pub-
lished another five books on the case, was a former Senate
investigator who had been dismissed for possibly leaking infor-
mation to the press. Robert Blakey said his “rhetoric was so ob-

scure, his arguments so dependent on accusation rather than
logic, the effect of [his] work was to make complex issues con-

fusing.”

Here, as indicated earlier, Supersleuth, Superscholar and Superspock Posner becomes
what is natural for him, Superstinker. Aside from the irpelevant and less than faithful
or even honest roference to my departure from that Senate committee, Posner is capable
of offering his own opinion bf my book, not a word of which was ch{&ed when 'Dell zepor

reprinted it with an initial gparter of a million first print, gutf;e elects the kind
of prejudice and d.fhonesty he prefemm in,ﬂxis own nama% was the credited so
aotiree of most of the published criticism of Blakey's committee and of how Blakey ran it
during its life. I n%er once asked for anonymity and I was credited as the sourcejtfin m
rost s ories in a number of major papers. Blekey wWas entiralg without response when he
heade-;-ﬁfthat comui ttee's work and he not once was able to fault a single thing I saidf.
e is hardly en impartial source bul then Pﬁ;sner -:ﬁa not impa.r'tial and wnot want imp
impartiality.

For Blakey to pretend that a mere clerk does not appear before a Congressional
commi‘ttee because of an "unexpected business engagement" and to pretend that if her

employer, the Mexican govermment wanted her to attend she would net have, insults
the intelligence, unquestioned as it was by the media when che as a n'Zeho‘w.

This suggeats # even more that Duran might have been s CIA source.

Begring this and more in mind, more as it relates {o the assassination and its
invectigations one of which Bé:lcey hecded, let us no%u:m to swormn testiminoy that

Blakey should have taken. It is testimony in a civil law suite. The plaintiff was a
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"I’.lcatioml security" can be a lsgitimate claim %o withhold information. In ny
e:cten;],é"ve experiences uith use of it, in o dozen# FOIA lawsuitS oe®e extending over
o period of a dozen years, it was so widely misuaJ I _do not recall a dingle legitimate
cloivg to ik the considerable volume of peges éo . {;iéied tat euer qualified Tor

that claid soscEweTdwhen they werc later disclosed and could be emmined.)
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former high .CIA official, David Atlec Philips. He was not the CIA's Mexico City

station chief of the time of the assassination, He was that later. He rose to be

chief od the CIA's western hemisphere operation before he retired to lead the public

defense of the CIA Trom charges thet were fair, accurate and largely confessed by the
ﬁﬂ/br)

CIA itself, He then %:w t he Society of Former Intelligence Ufficers. 4s one,

I applie d for membership. He never responded.

Phillips had filed two lawsuits. One was against Donpld Freed, a writer whose
work is Mbt distinguied by accurscy, and B Tewvence HI1 & compzny, puwhltishers,
federal district court for dhe Districtof Cédlumbia '

In the momrk/records these are Civil Actions Humbers 83—‘#140‘7 and £3-2578
In the deposition from which I quote the sienographic transeript, Freed was represented
by Melvin L, Wulf, of the Hew Yotk City firm of Beldoclk, Levine and Hoffman., Philips'
lzwyer was Haric Bierbower, of the Washington firm of Bierbower and Bierbower. Tne

for ths governuent
otbsrsi:nm present/were Lee Stricljland, spetial assistant to the United States dttor-

ney for the Eistrict of Columbial Leunie Ziebell, asiociate CIA general counsel; Paul Kitt-

ridge, represndting the CIA's director if operations ( _olite f6T dopamment of ghrty

fricks).
e pLecliytée ;{
Th. pstensible reason forq these others representing the government wa: to prevent
discolsure of "national securiiy" information. LB A

The deposition was in the offices of Phillips's lawyer, an Friday, “arch e
25, 1983,

Readers sl’mu,[d,éﬂ_wam of tho fact thai #Z befor: this lawsuit was fiﬁd the gov -
ernment had admitted officia:z.y that the CIA had camera and electornic surveillances on
the Russian and Cuban embassies in lexdico city, that it has at least one tape of at least
one Oswald conversﬁtw:ﬁn with one éc;i;fi:hose embassies, that it had released as a picture

-aé.m ol
of Uswald) et was not apicturs of hinm, and it had permitted the release, which makes it

a pluzlic) official acbnm-:ledgemen‘tj of other inf ormationjghjém surveillances in books by
former CIA spools. The employment contracts of all spocks requires official permission
to publish %evicw and approval of what is published.
One of these bocks, Misht Uateh ( )

]
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is by Phillipss In it he boasts, emong mony other things that are regarded as impropor

end illegal exzcept by the spooks who easgge engage in 'ihes a.c':ﬁvities, d his leader—

4

demoeratically elsesed, Ltias succeeded by a CIA suppo ad!ﬁjztary dictatorship, meaningdey

chip Aole in overthrowig the demoeratically elected gcvernmer%t of leﬁiala. Ltmas

democratic feedun has not returned to Guatemala ye‘g: and Fhe ek killings begun as

the réfnflt of Pniliips' and the CIA's success in overthrowini a democratic gover¥ment and
replaing it by a military dictatorship are reported to have—bsen s well into siz
figurea./j(r large number of G%temslaﬁfs fled, mostly to Mexico.

Phillips sued j‘Freed over what reed published about him,.

In this stenogrephic #fems=iranscript, ¥ "U" reprecents queatjoré asked by Freed's
lawyer, "ulf, ¥ was quentioning Phillips, Phillips is zepre?‘"nted by the "A" that
gyubolized “enswer."Others who spezk are identified by neme.

In fairness to all interests, iucluding of readers, rather than select from the
pages I've chosen what I believe bears on the fact that the CIA had a live "source"
inside the Cuban embassy and whit activities the United States entered into there, I
us;_ ;chose pages verbatim, each identified by the typsecript number at +the beginning.

This should also let the reader decide whether the government sought to obstruct the
disclosure of information and whether, if so, thut"‘{l:?/plroper or wag designed to just
withhold what the government did not want 4o disclose where there was no legitimate

national security concern:

(Instruction: not necessary to retype these typescript pages unless done on a computer)
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