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INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1978

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
SerLect COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS,
. Washington, D.C.

The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9:15 a.m.,
in room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes
(chairman of the select committee), presiding.

Present: Representatives Stokes, Devine, Preyer, Fauntroy,
Thone, Sawyer, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, and Edgar.

Staff present: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director;
Gary Cornwell, deputy chief counsel; Michael Goldsmith, senior
staff counsel; and Elizabeth L. Berning, chief clerk.

Chairman SToKES. A quorum being present, the committee will
come to order.

The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey.

NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL

Mr. BLakgy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Cuba was an important concern of John F. Kennedy during his
brief administration. It prompted the occasion of his “darkest
hour”—the aborted Bay of Pigs invasion. In the missile crisis, it
also brought the United States—and the world—to the brink of a
nuclear holocaust. Understandably, therefore, among the many ef-
forts to understand the assassination, those that include a Cuban
element have been very prominent. Indeed, no less a figure than
President Lyndon B. Johnson expressed his private view that John
F. Kennedy might well have been the victim of the Cuban plot.

The Warren Commission explored the Cuban element in the
assassination of the President from two perspectives.

First, it considered the extent to which Oswald “might have been
motivated in the assassination by a desire to aid the Castro regime,
which President Kennedy s0 outspokenly criticized.”

In the months preceding the assassination, left-wing literature to
which Oswald subscribed—chiefly “The Militant” and ‘“‘The
Worker”—reflected an extremely critical attitude toward the Ken-
nedy administration’s policy toward Cuba. Indeed, much of what
ap%eared in these papers seeminély called for violent solutions to
Cuban problems with the United States.

The possibility that Oswald may have been influenced by this
literature seems real. Apparently in all seriousness, he told Mi-
chael Paine, the individual in whose home Marina was then living,
that “You could tell what they wanted you to do * * * by reading
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