
before page 193: 

As I wrote it this chapter of longer than I'd eLpected. 

it should become three shorter chapters od be broken by subheads. 

I do not care which. 

But 	do it as separate chapters. 

The first break is at the top of-4050 201. 
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Wlmtv-.9,11 7/211'1A.)  

From his Ted. Bundy job in Dallas, where it was only a dry run prior 	his return 

there, P8aner turncd to Oswald's week in i4exico City. Ile wrote npthing about it to 
r'4 

offend the eta CIL. That was no mean accomplishment censideriwhat he could have said 

about the CIL from what NA in the public domain. 

He eases into that with more of his mind-reading ge:ng back once again to that 1963 

,zrave to do it beceuse the mind he read has been in that gravt that long. This is what 

he says of Oswald as he took the Trailways bus in liouston for Laredo: 

"He was excited 	begin the last teg of his trip, and he felt he had no rason 

to be secretive any longer since he would so,:-.n be in Cuba and permanently away from 

the U.S." Naturally, there is no source noted4; (Page 171) 

Posner 	 ith 

Posner begins his next chapterpwith niore of his mind reading, wing, the first words 

in the chaTter, "Oswald was ashamed to call narina when he firsiaxrived in Dallas. Be 

had fully expefed he would be calling her -Jtom Cuba, and he could not bring himself to rt 

Falk to her that first day. 400-4-Instead, heLent directly to the MCI...." 'No-Source 
te 

Posner full-titre again. 

There could not have been any reason for Oswald staying in Dallas? Posner does not 

bother to tell what time he cot there or what time he crossed the border. ur whether he 

had an unemployment claim to 	e. Or :thether if cost him less to stay at the Y than 

buss-6re to and from Irving if he cane in the next day tc loA for a job. 

gad whaddaya known, Posner himself reports on tho same page even that "later that 

day," time no given, Oswald file fan unemployment claim. And, again on the same Joage, 

Oswald did go job-hunting the next day, too. 

7(e point :Le not worth the time for me to check the available records but it is my 

impression that the Mexico bus reached the border early that morning and thea Oswald had to 

get to the bus to Dallas and make that trip, which is not short. It had to be toward tR 
J2. the end of the day by the tine he got to the unemployment office to register for his ock. 

That he surely needed. 

XVI 

...1•1•11,114.1ffev.A. 



Posner's mind—readina: is no more harmful to truth than what he presents as truth 

at not infrequenlly it is less harfulk -/A GtiA. :04'141.4 14-1,7- 14401, 
/' 

It is obvious that for all hie 3 	e dedication to Eattogs and all the other 

prejudicial sources that are basic in his bock, he had no way of knowing what was in 

Oswald's mind the day he was leaving Texas for k'ezico City and the day he was back in 

Teams froze ftexico City. 

The unfortunate truth is the when Posnef is supaosed1,y writing fact from dependable 

sources he is as much or more the fictioneer as in his novelist's mind—reading. When the 

mind he reads is his own, not Oswaldbs, a4--he his own mind is telling him to build 

the case he does not have. 

What would be surpaising, were this not Posner and were not Posner earloiting a 

formula that worked as close to perfectly for his and Random Househs purposes, is that 

immix= 

 

especially in this iqezico City writing he does not include so much that is 

public 

It is not surprsing, too, because what he does not say as well as what he does say 

both favor the CIL, to which he is indebted so heavily. 
official 

Still again, when he has re sources they are not theleadily available primary 

sources. His other sources are those he condemns, yet he has so little on Oswald in 

4 aexico that would not offend the C he has noi choice but to use Tony Summers, one of his 
ad,, ebbs noirrg Va source. 

But then it can be imagined that in using Summers for a source where Summers wrote 

what the CIA. does not like, Posner runs no risk of offending anyone in the C1,4 precisely 

because it does not recognize Summers as a dependable source anal/ thus, sees no harm in 

7'i644";"  what Summers wrote. 

Esoecially when that same i4formation could have been quoted from the newspapeaa, 

as the (.:A 
of 

'this again comes to the provocative ouestion of Posner's unacknowledged sources 

for what he cannot have known frog hie own work. 

I 4 

Other than for, i extraordinary gonerositY  with Nosenko, I recalj nothing in his 
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to account for his writing that .iketer Earnest, chief of tee CIA 's Pffice of Public 

and Agency Information" was "always very generous in his assistance." :'page 502) 

Posner's teeatutont of Oswald in -.:esico is rather brief considering art ,./at did 

happen there and the cqmtAversy about it and even more, considering what any writer 

of minimal emperience and competence could have leerned that is not in his boel: and of 

which he reflects no awarenes. 

But that, too, results in no embarrassment to the CIA where it could have been 

embarrassed. 

With Posner and his book tnese things just seem -t:• go to gether. 

Some of the things about which hevote he knows so little about he does not even 

get the nnme  of the man about whom h war writes correctly. @'-,„,,a,--i sat if 
,• 	 J.g; ., he had asked me about that man aft that incident I could and would have given him copies 

of FBI records and directed him to where in my files he would find what the CIA dis-

closed, records that involve the White House and the State 13esartment as well as the 

FBI on a matter of e::.trordinary urgency. But any informed person reading what Posner 

writes about this would believe immediately-  that he would shun other than the limit:6m-

m= second-hand cud he is rechewing and would know that id he tried to digest anything 

other than that he would not have been ableto wind up with a misstatement of facyand 

of reality that - on :c again - is what the CIA prefers to the actuality, which does not 

reflect well on it. 

4.0 47 
In truth the actualities of what the CIA did waft Oswald was in lid% Tiaxiciraild?when 

the late David eltles 2bilipd was in charge Idemnboat of its Cuban surveillances and other 
erAA 

operations there,were well on their way)  were 	passion that was getting to where World 

War III was not an im-QosaLbility. 

PoLiner ssEccount of it is his end of this chaAer,iits last gage (194) and although 

the relevant records are then; very first the CIA released in the middle 1970s there is 
tw _e_ 

no hint of them in what he says about the man who tried to triggerand came close to 

succeeding. Posner" refers to him merely as "a young acaraguan, Gilberto Alyadado." 
214.t.let 

His name is Gilberto kid Alvarado Ugarte and he as an agent 75=icaraie,es-fhT5Iiigence;) 
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In much of 'eatin America the matronymic is part of the name. 
cw 

Posner'sCaiw. of the inherently incredible story Alvarado actually got the CIA 
wi 

to believe is
A
a childish invention that anyone with any eepeeeence in in4igence matters 

o should have recoenized as a childish fake. 
ei•eei ePiett ...epeetet;tee- 

What those milienimixCIAninnies so lost in their col' war actually believed is that 

Alvarado was at the Cuban embassy where he "06rheard'_" 	 on 

of-tnat sellaes.e-Vu4-ht-elslei-ere41saw 	a Cuban he descibed as a bqiLt man in the 

Posner version 'Wee Alvarado also had him red-hedged) proposition Oswald to kill JFK. 

On Oswald's acceptance, and as Posner doeonot cay, tight out there in the open where 

anyone could see it, he was handed 36,500 "in large denomination bills." 

Out in the open? Their voices aleost oria a public-address syetem? Without regard to 

Livered.° lookine right at them an' listening to them? In broad daylight? leot inside the 

buildings there weee beteeenboth Cuban? And anyeleak behoved that? 

And how they did! 

Posnef says "The CIA gave Alvarado's story full attention." The only thing he 
liPe 

ys thatcan represent tele undescribed "full attention" is that it',:ent "the 

information" to "the FBI as well as the "bite House."* 

Here Posner is agaie the mind reader and what those who prdieed his dust-jacket 

promotions say he never does, he conjectureo.Beeore getting into that Posner does not 

report that this ieelamatory rubbish wepealso sent to Langley, CIA headquarters, and to 
eep.e./.5 

the State "epartment, where Poonee also dooshot report. that ,4ialmaaay Johnson was much 41'  

taken with it. 

That footnote reads," President Lyedon J ohnson later believed that Castro was 

behind the assassination. 	Ailvarado story maft Ulm certaeely have contributed to 

LBJ's early suspicion." 
/k€ 

Iohnson did not develop that belief until "later," why did golril.ot if it was 
Jei6 

'"f 'c early sus.licion." 

kedieof no record reflecting that Johnson paid any attention to it, whether or not 

he did. But I do know what the FBI fed him to eive him that "later"belief. As Posner would 



have if he had apid any attention to a folder I keep on my desk and show al1 who come 

hero to search the files. 

That "later" LW belief that there wan Cuban involvement was provoked by FBI leaks 

to him when the electronic-s4eillandiexpert" hired for the CIA to do some bugging for 
t ,036:0*LteleedwAellee-e 

the Chicago mafie$ boss •Sam*TMOtilomo" 	 esIced 	*r the favor 

he was doing the CA in that bumbling effort eve-66.1ee-GeTei to kill oCastro of which he was 

X 	part. The bug man, smosBalletti, was caught when he did a pour job of meidan trying to 

get the Bound efforts. GiancanaTiauspected that his frielAeAylIis, of the Maguire sis-

ters, was two-timing him by sleeping with Dangartin, of Rowan and martin, while he was 

of coarse, like all others, Posner could 
caeeee 

would not go down a4ectl, the word Beachd 

not go down at all. ‘h 6610/1,414  

D4Loach wrote a memo intended for J. riAter 

bower but aderRissed to eye Tolson in which he repoil-ted LBJ's reaction to 

lavIALs titti4ting stuff fed to him: "...Marvinttson called me late last night and 

seated that the President had told him in an off moment, that he is now convinced that 

there was a plot 'arc in connection with the assassination. litratson stated the President 

felt the 	had sometling to do with` rthis plot. Watson requested that any further 

information we could furni in this matter edTald be most aeereciated by him and the 

President. I reminded Watosn that thy, Director had sant over to the -White House some 

week aeo all the information in our possession in connection with the CIA's atteart to 
.04 

use forme agent Robert "shell and his private detective outfit in contacts with 

Giancana and other hoodlums, relative to fostering a plot to assassinate Castro." 

(13.e copy of this record I have is from the Iii. FBI headquarters main JeteseeasSina-

tion file, 62-109060, in which it is Serial 5075) 

At the time of thet "earlier" LBJ suspicion, there is a car record left by some 

of those he was pressuring into agreeing to be on the Co:mission he as giving to 
15s42s,  erj:.„0 LAI 

appoint. Earl Warren, in the words offt;ounsel Melv'i.Prie-14enterl-s memo for the record 

o: it, told hie staff that he too /17, the job, knowine he shoule not, bee _use LW con- 

performing in Vegas. I have the FBI's file and 

have seen it. Batti let it be known that he 

reacted the FBI and the CIA, and Balletti did 

that stasing incompetence dartha 
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vinced him that otherwise there could be "a war which could cost 40 million lives," 

(In facsimile in Whitewach IV, page 24) 

There Could be such a war without there havii,k; hem a conspiracy? 

And a war with gQ5  would cost 40 millions lives? 

So, instead of oonjcdtures for No-Source Posner there are documents that reoponsible 

writers wanting to betimsponsibke can cite. 

Posner's next two sentences can carry little meLming to the average reader but 

thy will suggest th:A the CIA did its duty and thus this writing is good for the CIA. 

That its record does not justify. 

Posner's first sentence is "The CIA gave the Alvarado story its fill attention." 

What "full attention " me ne is not stated so the rdader * then is jsutified in 
144S1±YILttct'It!1: 

assuming that this "full attention"-consisted afsending the information to the FBI and 

to the Site House." 

That is hardly what the CIA did and it was hardly necesssary, with the FBI, and 

tt was quite improper for the 141:3co City CIA station to send anch information to the 

White House. Its job it to get a information to its headquarters and the decision then 
et;4511714' 

is and should be a headquarters decision, not that of any station in IirTalfietrelk.rea. 

over, there is generally information to be added or to be checked. And then it is 
and 

haadquarte:s, not th f 	 led:AD/how to handle the informatiaH7.gEth whom 

in the White douse. 

It is not the function of any station to rush untested information,-aven rumor:0e 

th_the White Louse, which has its own redponsibilities and can be led into making the wrong 

‘c 
decision:4st at one point seemed imminent in this'sase and also .med to be the intent of 

Ambassdaor Thomas Nana. 

The FBI had a "Legal Attache" office in I'LexicoJK City. Those in that Legat office 

knew about this AlArado amateurish concotion and did not credit it. They also did not 

require the CIA to conmunic,1,.te with their awn headquarter Fortunately! 

As Posner does not say, thus doing the CIA another great favor, is that this silly 

fa *la with no credibility was well on its way to making the fear Johnson expressed tolt 

More- 
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Warren a reality when both PDI and CIA headquarters moved in, and clamped control on 

what t was a running amok.,01 }11.14C04 LA43. rhy 
I have the CIA's records on this fi7TE first disclosure but I do not not have ace 

access to them boo. use I am not able, for physical and medical reason, to do that iamorT, 

searching. But I have a c clear recollection of some of that rather scanty disclosure. 

It as also an incomplete disclosure, as newspaper accounts of those massive 1993 dis- 

closures make clear with their reference to relevant records nal disclosed until then. 
1970s 

I was* impressed by some of thoSeleases, of about two hundred pages, that I recall 
_ion Wiest 31 Street, 

where I was when I read them. It was iriTiiTYTe)oi/in the home of a friend just off the 
lmost 

eest side of Centnal nark, opposite _the Museum of Natural History. (Check). 

To its discredit the Mexico City CIA made no effort to confirm Alvarado's fabrication. 

The cold ward domjeated minds went for it big. Whether or not this was liavid Atlee 

Phillips' decision or responsibility is a qtation that will present itself as we continue. 

That we survive that mindset and the acts and decisions of those recruited with that 

:A4ndset anLeset is the world's good fOrtune. But that tale, which had no credibility at 

all, made no sense at all, apeealed to those cold-war demons ie Mexico City. 
No-Source 

/76.;;Ilast sentence in this passage and this chapter begin with a factual mis- 
Thomas 

statement that also cover the CIR. It reads, "Although AmbassadT9iann,meremmtxclzeoc 

vizennetist the U.S. representative in Mexico at the time, was not convinced of the el- 

varado story 	
 rho. exact opeosite is'rue. Man was cgrivinced and pummelled Washington 

with demande for "action". What action was possible other than an attack on '-elba? 

4nd would not that have meant World War III? 

The cables released at that time reflect that in the State ''eparement, to which most 

of Mann's cables went, U. Alexis Johanson, was much impressed by Mann's pressures and if 

I recall correctly, shared Mann's trrational opinion that something should be done. 

What 'ailing was done that I am ertain of is that FBI headquarters was properly fright-

ened and properly demander, that there be a vigorous effort to break Aawed Alvarado down. 

I believe bilt an not it certain that it recommended polygraching him. I am certain that 

this was decided by CIA headquarters. I now do not recall whether that was on its own or 



ac the result of FBI pressure. 

There also wa' a step FBI headquarters could take and it did promptly. 
0, 	1491 	11444-1 

.4kWa-d Alvarado see.  1' 	 ui 

.uhaia_alahaettes on September 18. •BIHQ, immediately asked its Dallas and New Crleans 

filed offices if they could account for where Oswald as on the eighteenth of S eotember. 

fieldikas in New Orleans, not nerico City. 
Wita. 	 Urt.41 

CheckLng waean obvious necessity before any credence,_ given any such story. But 

the CIA .e.:eico City Station and A aasador hann did nit been wi-th—that_dem.ancLai4 they 

did-beEin cAditing what a reasonally iMie4aogniact coliebyd ,9reshman ought mot credit. 
ad4a4-7  

With the most catastrophic consequences a possibilA iro ff 

The records reflect that even after Alvarado failed the polygraph test Mann continue 

with some faith in his pop ycock and at least in the records of that disclosure never 

fully abandoned giving the Alvarado fiction some credence. 

Aside fro0 AlvaradoSs story being inherently without credibility, as any experienced 

spooks, as tee in the Kesico City station wore, because ianything like that were to 

Oone the one certainty is that it would not be in public, what kind of political idiots 
could believe that Castro would invite the United States to wipe him and his country out? 

Would anyone but a political dumdum believe that Ca 2tro preferred the hawk Johnson 

to the dove Kennedy.
t  
 Johnson # was the cei-tain successor with Kennedykilled. 

And then, s CIA officials and agents are supposed to be, how could anyone with any 

political maturity not know that the solution to the 1962 Cuba (fol lit) Missile Crisis 

was thatKennedy was and would be Cuba's protector, the only one in the world who could 

be its protectortaruschev and the USSR could come to Cuba's aid in a war but could 

not in any real sense at all protect it f2om any war or any invasion. 

The whole business that No Sourec Superscholar and Supersleuth Posner covers up is 

a classic case of total failure, total breakdown by tho CIA and the Ambassador. Both 
O 

passed the immature conction along with what amountF:d to endorasement of it and was A 

with a demand b;' the ambassador that something be done without sensible analysis of it 
14/ 

or any effort to confirm it or break iti4 source dow. That, once made, w 	child's play. 

he 

And th,t snould ha e been the beginning, not the end. Too much was possible in between. 


