before page 193:

As I wrote it this chapter got longer than I'd expected.

T +thinle it should become three shorter chapters of be broken by subheads.
I do not care whicha .

But I'1l do it as separate chapters.

The first break is at the top of € 201.
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The Wit //if'WfMJ

From his ‘Fed Bundy job in Dzllas, where it was only o dry run prior %o his return

VI

there, Pégner turned to Oswald's weelc in lexico City. He wrloj:e npthing about it to
offend the"@&:a.ﬁam. That was no mean sccomplishment cmsidérfwlmt he could have said
about thz CI4 from what Biig' in the public domaine.
He eases into that with more of his mind-reading gping back once again to that 1963
grave to do it beccuse the mind he read has been in that greve that long, This is what
he gays of Oswald as he took the Trailways bus in Houston for Laredo:

"He was excited to begin the last feg of his trip, and he Selt he had no raason
to be secretive any longer since he would socn be in Cuba and permanently away from

the U.8." Naturally, there is no source note% (Page 171)

Posner begins his next chapter ?with?yore of his mind reading, sﬁring, the first words
in the chanter, "Oswald was ashamed to call Marina when he firs'i arrived in Dallas, He
hed fully ezpe{fed he would be calling her Zrom Cuba, and he could not bring himself to £
Falk t her that first day. EES& Instead, hoient directly to the YHCA...." ¥ No-Source
Posner 7 uli—t.gﬂrﬁ againe

There could not have been any rcason for Oswald staying in Dallas? Posner does not
bother to tell what time he got there or what time he crossed 'i:he border. Yr whether he
had an unemployment claim o : Or whether if cost him less to stay at the Y than
bus‘ﬁre to and from Irving if he came in the next day to look for a jobe

8nd whaddaya lmoun, P, sner himself reports on the same page even that "later that
day," time no given, Oswald file‘ya.n unemployment claim. And, again on the same Jeage,
Csuald did go job-hunting the next day, too.

The point is not worth the time for me to checi: the available records but it is my
impression that the Mexieco bus reached +he border early that morning and then Oswald hed to
get to the bus to Dallas and make that trip, which is not short. It had to be toward +8
the end of the day by the time he got to the unemployument office 4o register for his c]lr‘f;:k.

That he surely needed,
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Pgr-mer's nind-readivng: is no more harmful to truth than hat he presents as truth L,
aad not infrequenfly it is less harful@q /ff i y_r{wf/ 12 Mr:m/,

/ t is obvious that for all hiSTdeeiste dedication to Hadtogs =nd all the other
prejudicial sources that are basic in his book, he had no way of knowing what was in
Oswald's mind the day he was leaving Texas fo;' Merico City and the day he was back in
Texas from Hexico City. .

The unfortunate truth is the when Posnef is supnosedliy writing fact from dependable
sources he is as much or more the fictioneer as in his novelist's mind-reading., When the
mind he reads is his ovm, not Oswaldds, amd-he his own mind is telling him to build
the case he does not have,

Hkat would be surprising, were this not Posner and were not Posner exploiting a
formula that worked as close o perfectly for his and Random Houseds purposes, is that
Expiwex especially in this Mexico City writing he does not include so much that is
public .

— . It is not surprsing, too, because what he does not say as well as what he does say
both favor the CIA, to which he is indebted so heevily,
official

S5till again, when he ha?r—ev:ﬁ?sotmces they are not the/ieadily available primary
sources. His other sources are those he condemns, yet he has so little on Oswald in
texico that would not offend the CJ# he has nof choice but to use Tony Spmmers, one of his
cbets noimy a:i‘//a source. -

But then it can be imagined that in using Sumners for a source where Sumners wrote

what the CIA does not like, PUsner runs no risk of offending anyone in the CI4 precisely

because it does not recognize Summers as a dependable source anq/ thus , sees no harm in
s T

/fi what Summers wrote.

Especially when that same i#formetion could have been quoted fronm the newspapess,

as the Gﬁ lmew,
. of
f a P .
‘his agein comes to the provocative question og Posner's unacknowledged sources

for what he cannot have lmown from his own wWorlk.

Other than for g :ffs extraordinary generosity with Hosenko, I recal) nothing in his
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(J
to account for his writing that ;Peter Barnest, chief of t:e CIAYs Bffice of Publ:l.c

and Agency Information" was "elvways very generous in his assistance." {page 502)
Posner's tweatment of Oswald in ilexico is rather brief considering w%{mt did
happen theee and the cqﬁtr?fversy about it and even more, considering what any writer
of mininal exzperience and cempetence could have learned that is not in his boule and of
which he reflects no avarencs.
But that, too, resulis in no embarrassment fo the CIA vhere it could have been

embarrassed.
With Posner and his book tnese things just seem % go t6 gether.

Bone of the things about which hewote he knows so little abdut he does not even
zet the name of the man about Whom hs " writes correctlj Bwﬂmmbnntthia-#hﬂt :Lf‘
he had asked me about that man an. ‘chat incident I could and would have given him OOP:LeS
of FIL records and directed him to where in my files he would find what the CIA dig—
elosed, records that involve the White House and the State ﬁepa‘rtment as well as the
F-I;J.I_on a matter of extrordinary urgency. But any informed person reading what Posner
writes about this would believe immediately that he would shun other than the ki g -
zezs second-hand cud he is rechewing and would imow that iff he tried to digest anything
other than that he would not have been ablar.o wind up with a misstatement of f ac'yand.
of reality that - on.e again - is what the CIA prefers %o the actuslity, which does not
reflect well on it. -

wohen e Lt

In truth the actualities of what the CIA did wea Oswald was in Mg Mexico andwhen
the late David atlee Fjilipd was in charge Tt of its Cuban surveillances and other
operations there Jiere well on their Wa}:;to" a passion that was getting to where World
War III was not an impossibility.

Posner'szccount of it is his end of this chapter,jits last sage (194) and although
the relevant records are the é very first the CIA released in the middle 1970s there is
1o hint of them in what he se;ys about the man who tried to tmgge%:nd came close to

succeeding. Posner ,,t refers to him merely as "a young J:.caraguan, Gilberto Alvanhado.
Dtster

b

His name is C-z.lberto a¥d Alvarado Ugarte and he as an agent o0 % :|_n slligence, )
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In much of “atin dmerica the matronymic is part of the name.
O s o .
Posner'st ersion of the inherently ineredible story Alvarado actually got the CIA
3
to believe is Aa childish invention that anyone with any ezperience in in‘ggligence matiers
yo should have recognized as a childish fale.

C and Ml Lppadmint
Yhat those mimmiEx ﬁﬂ/ninnies so lost in their cold war actually believed is that

&lvarado was at the Cuban embassy where he "ohérheard! cﬂ#—ém—?aaae#aedermmﬁion

3 L]gess-—bu%—he—&l&e—-m"é—b&i sav #% 2 Cuban he descibed as a bgﬂ;k man in the

Posner version('hba# Alvarado also had him red-hen d} proposition Oswald to kill JFK,
On Oswald's acceptance, and as Posner doesnot sey, tight out there in the open where
anyone could see it, he was handed 56,500 "in large dencmination bills."

Out in the EJP—GZE.? Their voices almost o?z’a a public-address system? Without regard to
Alverado locking ré{;h't at them and listening to them? In broad daylight? Not inside the
buildings there were be'lmeexi_ both Cuban? And any 5ed spook be!ieved Zhat?

And how they did!

‘__ " Pocnef says "The CIA gave Alvarado's story full atfention.” The only thing he
i‘-e‘?,z/: .ys thatcen represent this undesceribed "full atention" is that itlent "the
information" to "the FBI as well as the “hite House."™* -

Here Posner is again the mind reader and what those who pro‘bé.ded his dust-jacket
promotions sgy he never does, he conjectures.BeBore getting into that Posner does.not
report that this inflamatory rubbish wascalso sent to I.anglgy, CIa headquarters, and to
the State “epertment, where Posner also doos_z’:ot raporf thatﬁémj Johnson was much €
Talken with ite

That footnote reads," President Lyndon Yohnson later believed that Castro was

behind the assassination. ﬁ;e.»ﬂlvarado story T certalinly have contributed to
LBJ's early suspicion."

;i',ZOMSm did not develop that belief until "later," why did/.{;e"ﬁot if it was

JEERILg early suspiclond”

I loold of no record reflecting that Johnson paid any attention to it, whether or not

he did. But I do know what the FBI fed him to sive him that "later"belief. As Posner would
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have if he had apid any attention to a folder I keep on my desk and show all who come
here to scarch the files,
That "later" LBJT belief that there was Cuban involvement was provoked by FBI leaks

to him when the electrom.c-suvﬁe:.lla.nce\exper'b" hz_red for the CIA to do some bugging for
M

the Chicago mafisg boss, Sam m"f1nmo" Glmcg‘%ﬁ%%u%d ojﬁer the faver
he was doing the CJ4 in that bumbjing effort few—heLEa to lkill ¢Castro of which he was
parte. The bug man, —;:(-Balletﬁ, was caught when he did a pocer job of Emiiimg trying to
get the sound efforts. Ciancana # suspected that his friend, &yllis, of the Maguire sis—
ters, vas tio-timing him by sleeping with Dan/fartin, of Rowan and Hartin, while he was
performing in Vegas. I have the FBI's file and of course, like all others, Posner could
have seen ite. Bafét‘ti let it be knoun that he would not zZo dmma:ﬁ%, the word eeachd
rescKed the FBI and the CIA, and :ﬁalletti did not go down at all.;{é irto puleesed,

P g . .

that stafiling incompetence fartha DeLoach wrote a memo intended for J. Bdar

Edﬁm.r Hoover but adrh;/i%ssed to ClHde Tolson in’which he repoé’rted IBJ's reachon to
}ggvg’a‘;ﬁa‘is titti]igting stuff fed to hdim: "...Iriarvin%tson called me late last night and
stated that the President had told him in an off moment, that he is now convinced that
there was a plot iEX in connection with the assassination. Watson stated the President
felt the 4 VI8 had something to do with"™PE this plot. Watson recuested that any further
information we could furni$ in this matter '-.-:c‘:.’!';uld bz most appreciated by him and the
President. I rveminded Watosn that %he Director had sent ovor to the White House some
wecks ao all the information in our possession in connection with the CIA's a‘cteqot to

use forme: agent Hobert {gaheu andé his private detective outfit in contacts with
Giancana and other hoodlums, relative to fostering a plot to assassinate Castro."

@he copy of this record I have is from the ﬁFBI headquarters main JFK ssassina—
tion file, 62-109060, in which it is Serial 5075)

&t the time of thet "earlier" LBJ suspicion, therc is a Cf’:: record left by some
of those he was pressuring into agrecing to be on the Cormission he as gping to

“rrartiddegin Ssan bzr\;._a 2

appointe. Earl Warren, in the words of (Counsel Helvin Bisbenperls memo for the record

o it, tojd his staff that he ‘too}"ﬂ the job, lmowing bhe shevld not, bec.uge LBJ con-
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vinced him that otherwise there could be "a war which could cost 40 million lives,"
(In facsimile in Whitevash IV, page 24)

Theore @ould be such a war without there having been a conspiracy?

And a wvar with Cubg would cost 40 millions lives?

S0, instead of conjedtures for No-Source Posner there are documents that responsible
writers wanting %o be"responsibl:s can cite.

Posner's next two sentences can carry little merning to the average reader but
they will suggest thot the CIA did its duty and thus this writing is good for the CIA.
That its record does not justifye.

’.lPosnﬂr's first sentence is "The CIA gave the Alverado story its fill attentiona”

What "full attention " me ns is not stated s0 the réader 6’ then is jsutified in

oviect omd of
agsuming that this "full atwn‘mendug the information to the F3I and
to the White House,"

That is hardly whal the CI4 did end it was hardly necesssary, with the FBI, and
+t was quite improper for the le:ico City CIA station to send mnch information te the
W}:xite House. Ite job i& to get a information to its hesdquarters and the decision then

it
is and should be a headguarters decision, not that of any station in ‘T Temedelfarea. More-
over, there is generally mfomation to be added or te be checked. And then it dis
headquarters, not tha’, %ﬂﬁﬁe, that k;mr,}Anow to handle the mfomation,{ th whom
in the White Iouse.

JL.
It is not the function of any station to rush untested information,—ew¥en TUIOTS,

thothe White House, which has its own redponsibilities and can be led into making the wrong

Fav \&
decision.“cw at one point secmed imminent in this.ase and alsc?&mmed to be the intent of
Aunbassdeor Thomas Mann.
_ R

"he FBI had a "Legal Attache" office in leidico X City. Those in that Legat office

knew about this Alarado amateurish concotion and did not (_:redit it. They also did not
; é_iz‘ @

require the CIA to communicate with their own headquartersy Fortunately!

As Posner does not say, thus doing the CIA another great favor, is that thiks silly

faple with no eredibility was well on its way to making the fear Johnson expressed to #
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Warren a reality when both FBI and CIA headquarfers moved in, and clamped control on
vhat # was a running amokedn }HM ‘;f "'ﬁ:“

I have the CIA's records on this&_) @ its first disclosure but I do not not have acc
access to them beciuse I am not able, for physical and medical reason, to do that geeen
searching. But I have a ¢ clear recollsction of some of that rather scanty disclosure.

It was 2lso an incomplete disclosure, as newspaper accounts of those massive 1993 dis—

closures male clear with their reference to relevant records né'f discloged until then.

I was )I}o impressed by some of tho;‘"z:‘{'g:leases, of about two hundred pages, that I recall
on Weest 81 Street,

where I was when I read them. it was in New York)/in the home of a friend just off the

vest side of Centmal ¥ a;;:%’m g;;::osite the Museum of Natural History. (Check).

To its discredit the liexico City CIA made no effort to confirm Alvarado's fabrication.

The cold-warg dominated minds went for it big. Whether or not this was David Atlee
Phillips' decision or responsibility is a qﬁ#ation that will present itself as we conthnue.
That we survive that mindset and the acts and decisions of those recruited with that
#ndset anmset is the world's good fartune. But that tale, which had no credibility at
ali, made no sense at all, apoecldd to those cold-war demons iz Mexico City.

/I:R;;snr/gru_l"d:.;last sentence in this passage and this chapter bezin with a factual mis-
statement that also cover the CIR. It reads, "Although Ambasgrgi%";fﬁm,mm
@iy the U.S, representative in Hexico at the time, was not convinced of the &l-
varado stom.....y’i‘be exact opposite is rue. lan was cé’hnvinced and pummelled Washington
with demands for "action". What action was possible other than an attack on “uba?

4nd would not that have meant Wordd War III?

The cables rcleased at that time reflect that in the State “epartiment, to which most
of Mann's cables went, U. Alexis Y ohenson, was much impressed by Mann's pressures and if
I recell correctly, shared lMam's jrrational opinion that something should be done.

What wixs was done that I am ertain of is that FBI headquarters was properly fright-
ened and properly demanded that there be a vigorous effort to break Aiwed Alvarado down.

I believe bjpt am not # certain that it recommended polygraf)hing hime I am certain thet

this was decided by CIA headquarters. I now do not recall whether that was on its oun or
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as the result of FBI pressure,.

There alsc wa- a step FBI headquarters coudd take and it d:n.d pr omp.. N
“3red Alvarado & '
“uban_cubesszwes on Septenber 18.¥'BIEIQ immediately asked its Dallas and New Crlesns
Tiled offices if they could account for where Oswald as on the eighteenth of S\jptember.
bndfé was in New Orleans, not lexico City.
w4
Checldng uqa/ an obvious necessity before any credence #5”/ziven any such story. But

the CIA lexice City Station and massador llann did-nif 'beg-.)ln

they
did-begin cr_gdit:mg what a reasonablg ::n—tetl.agenn't colleggl freshman ought Whot credit.

With the most catastrophic confequences a possibilidy ef 43 .

The records reflect that even after Alvarado failed the polygraph test Mann continue
with some faith in his popoycock and at least in the records of that disclosure never
fully abandoned giving the 4lvarado fiction some credence.

Aside from AlvaradoUs story being inherently without credibility, as any experienced
spooks, as M in the Memico Uity station were, because :4 anything like that were to
cﬂone the one certainty is that it would not be in publie, what kind of political idiots
could believe that Castro would invite the United States to wipe him and his country out?

Would anyone but a political dundum believe that Ca’Stro preferred the heulk Johnson

to the dove Kenned:;'?. J olmsonT'°t-ras the certain successor with Kemem#ld.lled.

4nd then, s CIA officials and agents are supposed o be, .hcw could anyone with any
political maturity not know that the sclution toc the 196@ Cuba (fol 1it) Missile Crisis
wasg thagr Kennedy was and would be Cuba's protector, the only one in the world who could
be its protectorf, Khruschev and the USSR could come to Cuba's aid in a war but could
not in any real sense at all protectex it ffom any war or any invasion.

The whole business that lo Sourec Superscholar and Supersleuth Posner covers up is
a classic case of total failure, total breakdown by the CIA and the Ambassador. Both
passed the immature conc%iun along with what amountsd to endorssement of it and was
with a demand by the ambassador that something be done without sensible analysis of it
or any effort to confirm it or break i{s souwice dow:y'l‘hat, once made, m child's play.

W
ipd that should haéa been the beginning, not the end. Too much vas pesgible in between,
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