16

= P
T Voonens ud Randem Kroscs Domgwastns on T
Because I had a persoral relationship with two of the characters in the story
told by Sylvia Odio, I think it fair that before getting into the details of that story,
the roader be given an understanding of the nature of that relationshipto be able to
dtermine whether it influences what I believe or wite. JhE A /L&u/
LoranBuzene Hall was in the veterans h;aﬂpital in Los Abgeles in early 1967
when I spent three long days there with him, the tape pecordder laying on his bed where
he could reach it to turn it off any time he might :wont to. 4s I was leaving the last
day, when he lmew I would not retiirn, he reached under his pillow and brought forth an
ugly loclkding hand sé‘pﬁm My recollectoon is not clear, I haw—d—-been a bit startled. I
‘ think itwms an automatic pistol but it could have been a re‘.'fm{er.
‘ "@his is what I had for you if you were not for real," he said, evenly, smilingj no
anger in his vhcféc‘:/e.,,

Because o tkiﬁ, experience I was less surprized when the very same thing happened
te=me a2 few days later when I finished inte:viewing one of his side Idcks on his numerous
(re yes, nunerous) trips to Dallas as of thé?periocl of that Odio story, Lawrence
Howard. Larry pulled his cweapon out from undeneath a rather well stuffed armchair,
which had a d fringe around the bottom, hidingmhthe hand e?.pcn he pulled out. My
recoblection is that it had a longer barrel. WLL -t \ZVW""‘;’/ v ’Vi-e,ﬁrﬂ,

I had two purposes in locking Hall up soon ai‘tq’_i' the ap;; arance of my second book,
which includes a langthy pessgae largely about him. Chapber 7 of Whitrwagh IT is titled,
"T}{% Hoover Diversion." Its subtitle is "On the 'False Oseald'." (Pages 51-70:1 AHall
figures in W—m 3,000 words of this '.rhapter( pages 53—60)&He had had time to read
it before I looked him up. '

fost of all I wented to hear him talk about thos%ie"i;"ents and any opinions he had

365
about the #Els and the Commission's investigations. I also wanted to encaurage him to

use the oppostunity offered him to testify under gc?th about those matters.

Jim Garrison wanted pHall and Howard to testify before his grand jury. His efforts

to compet their attendance were frustrated by RonaldjfReagan, then Governor .of California.
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WAL Cutn,
Odio &&-a then young Cudnl refugee, from a wealthy family befope Castro toofdver.

In my first4#bock, Wnitevash, I brou filto light the story she told about thiee men
appearing at ler aper Dallas apartment t;&:& the end of Sepii%:ber , 1963, seeking her
help, as Posner does not say, in their fund-raising for anti-fastro activities. (pages
152-5) They frightcned her allegely tallzing about llling gﬂ_aatro. I my second book, Wn
’@'Ihi___tﬂ@__l}. I carrvied tlis account forward with FBI reco;ds that r:ache! the Commissin
the evening of the night the precses were 17'5 roll on the Report. (pages #52-60)

In thooe last-minute rosorts the FBI identified ’el;é‘:e anti-Ceskdlastro activists

as Loran Bugene Hall, lawrence Howerd and William Seymour.

/7 Uith two of the antieCastro aveivisiactivists was said to have beon a man named
eon Oguald. The Commission concluded that this man could not have been J‘eer«/# Hapvey
A\l .

Cgwald becausc he pas then en route tov lierdco City. -
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Reagan refused extradition and legall, y that was tho end of it,

As we discussed this and Hall came to realize that there really was nothing “arrison
could do to him as long as he told tho ﬂtruth only, he also could see that there could
be an advantage to him in testifying under oath because he could thereafter say, if
he was bothered by unwelcoming questioning, "I have told the full story under 50%11,
subject to the penaltiesy of pe;:};u:'y' if I lied, and I now have no more to day about itl."
He saw also that he would still be #free to say anything he wanted to say if questioned
by sormeone to whom he felt like talldng.

Three days of tapes, from mo brealfast to supper, turned out to be more than I was
willing to tzke the time to t¥anscribe, particularly when there was no pressing rzason

)
to do S0 B}t at some poifti after we had spent some time together :nd he lew what I

e f gt g :
was a%m he decided to got to Yewlrleans voluntarily. However, he

had some conditions.
"Ple, I'11 go, he seid, and then stated his conditions. "I want you to be with me

-and If';ant @s to have connecting rooms in the hotel or hotel."
-
I had to tell th him the truth, that I might not be able to g0 sc;f simply because
=
I could not afford it. I sai would be more likely that I could not be with him but

that f then had the ash, did not have to write bad checks or Bpen.d_p. plastic money I

¢id not have, I'd be there. He Imk was to let me know Jan.d I could not spare the money

then. I encorzged him to look ﬁouis Ivon, L1’!&41'1-:i.sst3r1"s chijzf investigator 4@ as soon as
e o A apd d A .

he got there, == tien to speak Toy'Noo" Sciambrj'a:-a & soon as he could, and then to

thin®’ of all his many friends and former associates he'd be able to see on what could be
[

“an(expemse-paid vacations

His finances were not all that good then so he used my friend Art Kevif,{, then with
KHT news in Los Angeles, to call me., After Art did "Siip," Hall's best-lmown nickname,
took the phonee

I was not able tc go, he wé ht alone and, as I lmew would haprend but did not tell
him in sdvance. he in effect pulled Garrison's teeth, Garrison thereaftdr said nothing

at all about Hall and his associates o{ﬁ"1963.
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Then the nuts of the House assassins committee wanted him to testify, Mot without
reason, he vas apprehensive about them. They were pretty wild end publicly nitiy in what
they said. Came another phone call fromsS»t Art and soon Hall was on the phone,

"Hey, pal,F_Mastards in Washington hove subpoensed me. I'd like you to appear
eith me, sit by me when L testify."

hy then it was no longer szfe for me to drive to Washington, I hqve not done that
since 1977, two years after the first venous thrombosis was diagnosed and treatment with
anticoagulents bogane Again I wes honest with Hall. I $old him that % Wc;th Garrison,
with the nuts and all their preconceptions and TV cameras on themrﬁ;;ded a lawyer
he could trust, not a friend who knew him and the facts. I p:::lgssed him firmly on that
but I also}aided that if if were possible I'd be in the audience. He listendd to me and
ag'anged for a cousin, 2 lawyer in Kansas, whers ﬂ.hll came from, to be with him.

It happeﬁ:d that the day of Hall's tegtimony I, had to in ffhjngton for a FOIA

I 4t - Waeim wy Lk ’

lawsuit. The status call was fér 1 ten the morning en Jim Iesar and I finished
with that he/bove me to the newest of the three House officebuildings, the one I had
never been in and as not familiar with. Jin took me to the r;losest entrancé%:’{old me
how to get to the hearing room, and i as full, with pedple standing around the back and
along the side closeﬂ‘to 'I:hat'a;;i,door. & young friend, then ‘ﬁust out of college, Scott
“alohoe, sincéfhﬂ:\orgd for TV worlc, saw me and gave me his seat, onc row from the door

an at the end of t& row of seats closer to the door,

The comm:l.{:'bae h ad not yet £ entfred the hearing room. Hall, sitting at the witness

table near the dais, turned around and saw me. L
he calied 7,
"¥e Hay, pal? ! I see you got here," ing toWard me while he spoke at close to a

LY
shout for his voice to carry, i!)g' came Up§ geve me a bear hung, with the audience all

lockdng at us in surprise, and then said, "How's abbut we go get a drink when this s\}_m_a?'l:
is over?"

Having seen George Lardner, the Washington Post's assassinations expert and friend
nearby, I asked him, loud an?uéh for George to hear,"CKay if I bring a #reporter friend."”

"Sure, pal, if he is your friends Tour friend is my friend,"

T a——



d

-,

Vovom: P

f

‘---

For a r.ason I now d@ not remember, there was no h aring that afternoon, It had
veen schedule for oifeﬂgmas not long after one that the notiﬁication]o'of postponement
ended it.

With his cousion and a young woman lawyer from that firm, Hall came up to me when

they left the witness table. Th

f'le arve at the Ahorcham," he suid.'How about meétin: us in the bar there?"
d desk to say
Larpdr phoned his #slestwaccy he'd be delayed and we spent the entire afternoon and
into the supper hour drinking and talling, Lardner teking notes, slthough it was off the

records

Fpom time to time Hall g0t @ carried away telling the stories he loved o tell.

A Wiy
A -/vtd/rz.?'
% ‘When I said, "cut the bullshit now, Slkip," he'd smile and amend what he had %\dﬁ AL,

e D T T ——

It was all very friendly. The Hall party drove me home. They went over ac:%‘ files,
and Ha11 borrowed soﬁ?{ﬁ.ctures: of himself to cdpy.
He never returned them.

R - ,——-——-_‘—
So, when Posner wamﬂall pictures, I could lend him only hewmme dhat remained.
h all &~
Of all the manyoéhotomﬂ have ."A‘Posner was not ing'erested in any other one, as Trisha's

receipt states.
Tnlcuding about his life ina a castro jail where he bemefitted from being mext to w6
Z

| or with the Plorida lafi® bigshot, Santo Trafficante. I remember Hall said that “the

Cubens perrdtted special footfto be sent to “rafficante and Trafficanfe shared it
Wit:\i'fald: He was a natural racconteur and he reglished it, particularly because his
soldier-of-fortune experiences were not everyday events and most people liked to hear
\tl:l‘ose stories.

In any event, if this makes me prejudiced, as I +think it does not in any sense,
unlike Fo 2ner, * have no secrets. as my bobtailed accout of that long afternoon Q/
relaxed conversation with drinking that made none oﬁ us#-unk, my relatilms with Hall
were friendly, _’L;_Lrl: that did not Tlind me to the fuct that he was sometimes prone toexag-
gerate and tall a,;’bles were not beyond hime That relationship had improved from the time

he seid he was ready to shoot me and displayed his mesns of doing it#‘bﬁﬂm'h il V' AL
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I've already reported the friendship that devajcoped behvee;t—;oue of Vinegar Joe
SHilwell's four tophasﬁi-%_assistants in Southeast isia, Colonel L. Robert Yastorr
and his g then WﬁW J':r-ud:,r and my wife and I\@gﬁacm friends}( despite what ;l‘:oh later
s-:i’éﬁ was my “air anchcumte reporting of FBI and Secfet Service records that were
prejudiced against him,

liy file reflscts what I had forgotten, that I undertook to gfHre the information

/# they had about the situation in Dallas at the time of the assassination. This ineluded
their close friendships in the police department and the business and industrial community
there and, with refugee uubans some of whom they kmew very well both socially and through

p ;L:rv‘olqeugﬁ‘b, mostly Trudy's, with Catholic Cuban Relief.

At that time LIFE magazine hnd considerable interest in the Odio story and in
Hall in particular, Richard éillﬁmgs, when he was unable to got o to California himself,
sent a Cuban photographer, ‘“iguel Ococa to JI!.?‘t with a s?urce I then had. Ccoca went of
on his own instead of doing vhat had been"':?m:anged. That resulted in a situation that cost
my source his jobs But that did not deter my inviting Billings, with the “astorr's assent,
to swmwe shure in the interviewyie had plamned to tapes Ny file reflects two sets of tapes

that Billings had transcribed at LIFE, Bach, single-spaced, is about afhalfeinch thick.
That represents lon.r"sessions and much information most ofmhich it is not now
necessary to racu,)../ But it does reflect that, unlike Poaner,' who lmew what he wanted to
say before he began ¥&kx what for lack of a better word I'll call what it was not in any
sense, his "invesiigation" that was predetermined to undefmine and demean 0dio.

Knowing as he did that I am the one who broguht the Odio story to light and at the
same time did the same thing with Hall and his then associates, Pésner had no interest
in what information I had because he had no ingerest in impartiality. I conducted quite a
few intsrviews seeldng the truth. Those - interviewed ranged from Odio's relatives to
a priest who lmew her well and wawealthy Dallasites who B2 r when she was in need

aw;ﬁ:;%tter of conseguence Posner did not}ge fit to report. He prefereed his own

[orgmnceived prejudices, prejudices indispensible to his pat formula that Oswald was

entirr:lg,alone and wae the only assassine
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(BRis required blatngd d:l_honesty but that was no problen at all to Posner. He was ufh
flan /
,]ﬁﬂ@_hshonast =2t in a menner that cannot be detected in his writing without exceptional

_het, There
Imowledge of the actualities that fow people had. Th;;‘(wa.s nothing too minor for him not
to corrupt in malcing the predetermined case that is so indispensible to his formula boolk,
ondingrl
designed for a welr market nehgz{ enormously bg,the gl iver gtune movie, the market for
Ah e andt

which Posner and Bandom House a#e aimed ua%h the opposite side of the controvers

/
as close td total support of the government's basic conclusion as any shyster could

Ago)

comtrive but a more adept and less principledlély ter, which Posner makes without questhon
he is, could do bedier -ns.‘éé dig and as wew

5684
These may seem like strong charges, and.(zgy are and they are intended to be. But
they are not all.

4nother form of dishonezty for a writer¥t is to take the work of another and present

m Jp Wi
use thg?defi_m.tlon of Posner's own publisher, ﬁandom House. This h is how ‘Eﬂn:hm

o

tlefmes the noun plag:.ar:.sm 'and the verb' pL.giﬂrJ.ze.

it as his own, pagierizing., So there can be no doubt at all about whs.t I me 3 L’f

lnnguage, idins "‘: (use only definttions)
an

§
Eé
§
i

p?:!g.;ﬂ;l;ht‘ n. —ph’lh ris/ti
a-rize (pla”, rl:f- arfs/..-iud,
o gl 1. mapprop ﬁngindn)n 2r apmpril.:ge
f ln:lng. t. , ete.. rmm &wurk) by g]n:inrum.

. b o o g o Ml pingiarise.

Beftre gebting into the story Odio told and Posner's treatment of it and of the
existing evidence relating to it,because I also used this dictionary to be certain of the
precise meaning of a word Posner used prejudicially, here is what that word means and

i then is the prejudical if not dishinest use Poasner made of its

In polsoning the well of opinion of his roaders ssgainst Odio C on Page 178) in his
account of her trouhled marriage and of her known illnesses th&t Posner does not report,

‘Posmer writes:
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"By the time of /@r Oswald Story, she had a history of emotjonal problgpa/. In
Puerto Rico, whers she had lived before moving o Pallas iD’LL';LI‘Ch 19635 she had hmsw
seen a psychiatrist over her fractious marriage.”

d _— >

This is zbout as imaginative a)\escription of a marriage in which the hwermd hisband
abandons g wife with four small children as can be contrived.

Hophe ras It

a#h I?aner does not say that the § had a #fractious" a marriage, only ﬁat
Sylvia éids On ,A/‘-t o o coe,

In his next parsgraph Posner makes his first mention of the psychiatrist Odio had

.for seven months befo sassination
been et seeing inDallasy Dr. Burton C.Einspruck. Pgsner's end noteff on this highlights
the prejudicial note of his lie on the very next page when he rrefers to Einsprfﬁch

‘ L —
againﬁ’here, klpftivaly, Posner selects what he can misge to @ misreprent Einspruch's
professional opinion of Odio. gﬁ'srg,fPosner has his big lie about “inspruch; "He was
not questioned until 1978," when he was deposed by the House assasaina,éommittee.

Poenerfls Povstioe Yote 45, @ on page 534 of his f&otes, readd)

- 45. Burt Griffin memo to W. David Slawson, May 16, 1964, House Select
- Committee on Assassinations (JFK Document 002969); deposition of

Dr. Burton C. Einspruch, July 11, 1978, House Select Committee on
Asaassinationa n. K (IFK Document 010069),

The first part of this note makes an unususl citation to a document to which he
“IeTOXE
had access here, m&nﬂzi‘ that memo from the Cormigsion's files.The second part
of the note cites Einspruch's deposition testimony before the House assassins committee.
Posner cites no 8o volume of those hearings so the reader wanting to know all that
The twelve volumes of
Easpr Einspruch saiﬂl aen cen find ita.y/That committec's printed records takes it diftx
i

aﬂie’ceen inches of sghelf space, fip quote a search to make without lmowing the volume

U
Posner just mansges to fail¥ to cite, I—Iﬁ citing it is g de ure frpm hiis proctises

Adnd there certainly can be a reason for this. Tne subjed
telling the reador where to f£ind it is wha;i' makes a liar o&k of Pafner insying that
Einsprucﬂ had not been questioned before his 1978 House committee testimony, That subject
from the first page of the actual memo is:

"Intervéew with Dre Burton Ce Ei;hspruch, Dallas, Texas,(3300 }T’E ) 4:00 P.li.

t—londaar,,épril 13, 1964."
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Einspruch had been questioned by the Warren Commission, Posner knew it and lmowing
280 a0u L

it Jq lied a fpu’c it after giving it an iscomprehensible citation.

|

|

|

|

|
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Separate from this, and we certaiglf:xvvli get to it, is the fect that &n his

perEeel partial quo‘.:ationﬁ of Dg. Ei:;spmcl Posner succeeds in saying the oppos:ij;a of
Hl . g wdiene

what 1':hat psybiatrist actuallrf said¢ Ty point here is to leave the reader without any

gquesthon about my use of words.

It is beyond question amd to Pesner's certain kmouledge, ﬁe psychiatrist was
quenticmf‘{or an entre entire hour by the Comﬁission and in writing that he mmdx
"was not questioned until 19‘?&# )"i:iosner lied and knew he lied. This means that his lie
is delib ra'!ie.and when we come to what Einspru ch said when questioned by theCom-
mission %‘pose mfly:.ng will be apparents,’

Unlike Posner, who as we have seen pu}aq:ﬁises trickery with his end notes, and
contrary to tie preference of professiohal scholars, who Jjust love 'bhos-{and notes and
are ra.rﬁsb' in a psoition to g&uate them, I prefer that my reader 'ﬁnow when reading what
I write What my source is. Phia iz often so incomspicudfs the large number of citations
in perenthisw/{n my hook@s is not apli?énlren ; read_ﬁg’/ Unlike Posner, virtually all my
sources have been official. I engage in no mindvreading:, as he does, ngf theorizing, as
he does extensively and basciallf in the bmok in y!’a.c‘h he pretends he does none of this[

Ol

A liy refevence above to Herrera anandoning Sydasa Je Tmev about because it iz on
Page 55 of “hitevash II and the internal evidegce of his bogl§ is that he used that ex~
tensivley withotd once mentioning ite. Before 5"”‘3 into what I there state at greater
length, I%te the source, the report of an FII sgent whose ne.me I zhve along with the
identification of two different FBI files in which it is filed and the date oxn which he

filed ite I wanted the reader to be gble to evaluate what I wrote and s the first thing
o

Mo&»\.
ll'(/(t-’/l/p, t ]

I did, ul'ﬂ.ikg Posner, Wﬂ%ﬁh ied ssto hi
ﬂ-z G T Wnio Mt eed & g'/%. ?&f;z ,

seufoe—se—virtuatly a1l hisreaders. While = 1 ; [ Poener's
A Y
iTHbeng-ean—beovilwrted, L suggest-i#f elso provies a means of comparing his writing and

mine vhen as we soon do we get intc the Odio story, and whether or not he givéds conclusory
ﬁta'lﬁents of 1ds own rather than the aciual content of what he says he is citing and the

extent to which I go to give the readers what m:,r‘-l' source, in this casge the FBIL, zctgally

said ,

L N T e s e i - I T M D iy = b i o o e o T e
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l'?:ue more of these actualities of which Posner Jmeu and which he supprsssed

T "his boak to be able to fabricate a phony case against Odio will interest us later,

——p DAty
I here cite what supports my statement that Herrera om abandoned and their children,

the oldest of the four of B@:m uas only six'F/'ddhen he banadoned them:

B

Sylvis Odlo, snd her former husbend, Gulllermo Herrars,
fled to Puesrto Rico where he wes employed as a chemicsl enginear.
When his compeny sent him to Germeny in 1962, he sbendoned his
wifes with four very smsll children, the qldest of whom wes six
yesrs old. She hed "no means of support". Becsuss of thase prob-
lems, her concern forl her imprisoned perents end sbout her ablility
to eers for her children snd herseolf, Mrs. Odle did hnge psychi-
stric problems.

R L

falsely
None of this im in Posner's book. Instzad he pretends 1: Rayslsy thgt Odio was

! ——ee
éncompetent and irrationals. For a YOU]"I? womnn exiled from a life of ew—e waelth, all
alone in a foreign land with four such young children to cane for because she was
abandoned by her husband not to react, not tp have emotional problmms, would be the

2 'E.hmo\
e Aenastia
abnormality. ¥ Reacting to thes Gfes Posner also does not state, overcoming them/is
bedh-the norm-and her (fecord.

_ . Hy major purpose in this chapter ‘s to enable the reader to make independent judge-
ments about Posner and me and about our writing, What follows, the Odio story itself,

is a matter of controversy. Controversies are not resolved by overtd,deliberate lies.

.\'the s
I have said that Posner is a liar and I begin by giving zwhhél reader proof off it. There

will be more. But because ifg is a far from normal to characterize as - have, and I have

; =
done that because there should be a record of it and because the reader shon&d be informed

dirt%tly and openly, with no quibbles, I admit to unorthodoxy.

This is not a matter of little consequence. ~his is as serious a metter as there can
be in ouf swekmEE country and our kind of gociety. Nothering gets closer to the basic
integrity of our scoiety that the nullification of our system of self—goverament thadf
the assassination of a lJres:I.da:n:rl:. WUriting about that is not a matter of fun and games,
or of misusing the means provided by a major publisher willing +to spend the money to
make a FARTastEb Fantastic internationsl sensation of a deliberately false, & ive
and misleading account of that most subversive of crimes and of the official investi—

gationz= in its wake,.
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Before proceeding there is another moans by which the rsader can evaluate Posner's
uriting, his book and his intent.

Earlier when we discussed the absolute basis for his claim to have persenally
discovered w:;i(‘('ﬁﬁ’ previouslﬁ enirely unknown, that there was an earlier shot than the
Commission :clmovledged and his theory-yes, it is only a thoery theory, that the earlier
shot is the one that missed, and we saw that he cribbed tﬁat from a youth of fifteen
and pretended it was his own Worlc, the amount of space he devoted to %asg in his book of
more than aix hundred pages w"-% about half of one page, 'Q‘éne{% Page 521, Contrast that,im
the very Lesis of his theory and his booﬁ—‘_' with the s::Lz pa.ges he devotes to his
corruption of the story told by Sylvia Odioce For that hE(( ded six pages, 2B 1715
through 180.

The only rcason he requires that much spoce for Odgo is because at the outset he
recopnized that his preconceived case/v@qm_red that he destroy her credibility. Because
that cannot be done by evidence he does it by selective and misrepresentative guotations
asd -that does take space,.

As we shall see, Pysner's false case sgainst her builds for th(;;/ six pages. Je
‘____._4
{oncludes them calling her a liar, Pyei This was so much preconceived his sourde for
& —ak 0 20 T i Wiy

c;\lh_ng her a lisr j# one of his carliest intervicws. It as, by his own note, Number 56

on page 534, on Harch 16, that unintendedly he 'e&ta_hls&/:thia for us.

dgain, both fof the record for our history and, hoepfully as Iwrite this, for the
m [
readers' understinding, héw many of those'who #just swooned in ecstacy over Posner's ;r

book were in position to melke the evaluation, far from a complete case,in this chapter?

How many even lmew, if any had wanted to, where such an evaluation might be obtained?
Could any of the mlimagi.nab@ large number of publications in‘l:ernationallé_:;ﬂ

position to make any independsent evaluation of Posner's boock when they contaacg ge

encillary richts to 1+? Beginning with U,S.ews and World Yepsrt,which made a supersensa—
tion of iie lengthy excerpting in an issue largely devoted to it and extending to as far

avay as we can get, to the Queen.slanq. Australia Qurier-tail » & full-flize newspaper

of AL
that deWoted the entire froné page)ﬁm edition oﬂ Saturday, September 4 and
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two inside pagﬁin)cillary rights t?iPober's book?

There is no vay olyone outside of Random House can lmow howdtensive this use
of Posner's ;,# unteste ¢ and untestalile word was spread throughout the entire world.

adeis A11 of the publications that beswinbought the £ rights 65—% to their uses of
Posner's book and all thixte who reported on it and reviewed itidid so on faiths

Faith in particular in Random Houses's reputations |

And Random House had no authentic peer review of the booke. The consequences of that
also are clear in this chapter in particular

Their trust, the trust of all of us, was imposed upon.

f’ ointé’d as this chapter i#, it still is only part of thaf@¥Pey, a small part of

|
\
that conscious imposition upon trust, the trust of the entire world.
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