ion review of the assassi-
son signed into law the
t (FOIA). It was revolu-
citizens to apply for the
n including those main-
itive organizations, The
o release the documents
iemptions that were set
d a subsequent amend-
ocuments have been re-
1. However, the federal
comply with FOIA, and
» lawsuits to win the re-

2y hated the Freedom of
1g,” says James Lesar,
relating to the Kennedy
', have been responsible
f the government than
1ally so against the idea
iuestors as a 100 file," a
| make the process un-
Ii at first was to provide
it for the copy machine
‘rrible copies. But they
lying to those who filed
i_ﬂ.lls, “one ploy was that
I‘ page by page, because
nad a 48,000-card index

!FBI headquarters [in

gre wasn't anything in
neadquarters, that the
\

ithe card index until Weis-
ind the index was disclosed
l!1. 1992),

|

“A Religious Event” = 421

field offices just had duplicates of what was in headquarters.
That's been proven false in several cases. The originating field

*office can maintain as much as four times as many documents as

headquarters.”

The FBI was not alone in its dislike of FOIA. “The CIA, NSA,
military intelligence,” says Lesar, “were all very close to the FBI
in their distaste for FOIA. However, they have much better tools
to fight FOIA requests, because they have national security and
the compromise of sensitive sources as strong reasons for with-
holding information.”

The attitude of government agencies toward FOIA prompted
suspicion about motives, especially since researchers sometimes
had to fight for apparently innocuous documents. “The problem is
that the FBI has generally fought everything to the hilt, even if
nobody could see any relevancy to it,” says James Lesar. “Some-
times, they do it in subjects at which there is nothing at stake. ™
Harold Weisberg was in litigation with the FBI for over a decade
regarding the release of the spectrographic tests conducted on the
curbstone at Dealey Plaza that was chipped by a bullet fragment.
Although the Warren Commission discussed and relied on the
results of the Bureau's spectrographic test in its final report, the
FBI steadfastly refused to give Weisberg the underlying data. To
many, that obstinacy added to the growing public perception that

the government had something to hide in the Kennedy case. But
to Lesar it does not necessarily indicate cover-up as much as the
bureaucratic mind-set for agencies like the FBI. “The basic over-
all strategy,” says Lesar, “assuming there is one, is that the FBI
is trying to drive up the cost of getting information, making it so
difficult that you don't want to do it again. I tend to think it's part
of their overall litigation strategy. At times, they do it for political
reasons, but other times it is part of their effort to resist disclo-
sure, no matter what is being requested. Government officials
seem to live in constant terror. In general, the government's only
interest in its records occurs when somebody asksa for them, and
at that point they go into paralysis. They suspect that somewhere
there must be something that spells trouble. It's just part of their
psychology. It's built into them.”

Nevertheless, the Freedom of Information Act gave added im-
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