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was a committed Communist. On other occasions, Oswald lec-
tured McBride about the “virtues of Communism,” how “the
workers in the world would one day rise up and throw off their
chains,” and he often praised Khrushchev.” At times, he encour-
aged McBride to join the Communist party with him. McBride
once accompanied Oswald to his apartment, and there Lee
“seemed quite proud” to have library copies of Das Kapital and
the Communist Manifesto.” Years later, Lee’s Dallas friend
George de Mohrenschildt asked him, “Who told you to read the
Marxist books?” Oswald bragged, “Nobody, I went by myself. I
started studying it all by myself.”* Oswald also later confirmed
to a correspondent, Aline Mosby, that he had studied Marxism
from the age of fifteeh, when an elderly woman in New York
handed him a pamphlet about the Rosenberg case. But he said it
was not until he arrived in New Orleans that he discovered Das
Kapital on a library bookshelf. “It was like a very religious man
opening the Bible for the first time,” he recalled. “I continued to
indoctrinate myself for five years.”**

In July 19586, Marguerite and Lee moved for the twenty-first
time since his birth. Expecting that Lee would join the Marines
on his seventeenth birthday, she decided to return to Fort Worth.
In September, Oswald enrolled at Arlington Heights, his twelfth
school. For a few weeks, he sporadically attended classes before
dropping out.” He bought his first real gun, a Marlin bolt-action
.22 caliber rifle, which he later sold to his brother, Robert.” He
also continued devouring library books about Communism.
Within days of leaving school, he wrote a letter to the Socialist
Party of America and announced, “I am sixteen years of age and

*Marguerite later admitted to the Warren Commission that Lee had
books about Communism at their house. But she still defended her deceased
son: “I knew he was reading it. But if we have this material in the public
libraries, then certainly it is all right for us to read.”

**Oswald’s early fascination with Communism is a difficult issue for the .

conspiracy critica, and many ignore his early attraction to Marxism/Lenin-
ism. Despite the fact that Oswald was fifteen years old and living with hia
mother, Harold Weisberg writes that his attraction to Communism only
malkes sense when “the possibility of Oswald's being somebody's agent is
considered.”
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