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out foundstion. The real atory wes not sdduced in her testimony
(elthough the printed record has similar inferences). That we
got Iin a serles of unpublished reports.

The synopsis of Spacisl Agent Stephen M. Callender's sev-
aral investigations, complated September 9 end besring verious
dictetion detes, 1s New Orleans Field 0fflce File NO 100-16601,
Buresu File 105-82555. Without hsste, it is deted Ssptember 23.
It quotes Dr. Augustin Gultsrt es saying she "suffered & very
ssrious emotlonal breakdown ... which required she obtain psy-
chietric trestment" and that, in his opinion, ."in the fsll of
1963 Sylvis Odio wes not physically well ...". It scknowledgas
har fewmily cifficulbies ns though they slso tended to make her
undependable and at the end sdmits, "Guitert ststes that Sylvis
Cdlo maintains en excellent reputeation snd would not intention-
elly meke sny untrue statements ...". The inferencs is thst she
wea 1llesly %o spask untruly becsuse of her "very serious emotion-
o1" problems. It ls unwarrented and contrary teo the results of
the Investigetion.

According to the field report dicteted a week aftar the
investigation, Gultert 1s e physics instructor st Xavier Univer-
sity, New Orlesns, not s physician. He is ifra. Odio's uncle,.

Her persnts were the millionsire owners of a trucking company

and "considerable” tracts of land before their impriscnment by
the Castro government. He considers Sylvie 0dlo to be "highly
intell{gent”,

WSylviu 0Odio, end her former husbsnd, Guillermo Herrers,
fled to Pusrto Rico where he wes employed ss a chemicsl enginser.
When his company sent him to Garmany in 19624 he sbsndoned his
wife with four very smsall children, the oldest of whom was six
yeara old., She had "no means of support". Becsuse of these prob-
lems, her concern for her imprisoned perents end sbout her ablllty
to cera for her children end herself, Mrs. Odio did heve paychi-
atrle problams. The words "severe smotionsl breakdown" are
Callender's end not Gultsrt's. In all of his reports, Csllender
has not » single direct quotation. This lengusge is not in ac-
cord with Guitert's statement that his niece requlred no insti-
tutionslization. She was able to cere for herself snd her child-
ren, and she did. In =arly 1963 she moved from Pusrto Rico to
Dalles to jJoin her sister Annie. Thers is no suggestion that
she did not support herself end her children. She was regularly
employed 8t the time of the assassinstion.

The reference to her not being physically well in the fall
of 1963, 8 too-cute way of saying st the time of the incident in
her home and of the ssssssinetion without using those words, re-
letes in no way to her mentsl health but to her need for s hys-
terectomy, rather less delicately described by the FBI. The
operstion waes sfter the msssssination. She was, In fact, able
to work regularly until the operation. .

There are many snide remarks sbout Mrs. Odio's not telling
Gulitert sbout the vislt of the three men to her home prior to the
assassination until February or March 1964. The phrasing is care-
fully calculated to glve the impression it was e story she hsd
later made up., The truth is thet it wes reported to ths authori-
ties immediately. Tarly 1964 wes the first time, from the raport
itaself, that she saw her uncle sfter the assessination. The inci-
dent wss triggered by her seeing B newspsper photograph of Osweld
in her uncle's home. All the fact sttributed to Gultart is in
sccord with Mrs. Odio's testimony.

Perentheticslly, thers is in this report an intriguing bit
thet seemingly interested no one in the FBI. Guitart "was present
in Municipal Court in New Orleens, Louisiesns, st the time Osweld
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was chargad with disturbing the peace ...". This 1s snother part
of the story of "The False Oswald" to which we shall return.

Guitart's seemingly strong sndorsement of Mrs. Odio's in-
tegrity is in the field report, but in ths prejudicial language

of the FBI agent, not Guitert's.
Much the seme thing heappened to Loran Hall and for the

same reason.

The synopsis tells the esssnce of the mccount in the Report
and than seels, by language that 1is misrepressantative, to make it
gesm as though the entire incident was falsely resported:

LORAN EUGENE BALL advised 9/16/6l, that in Septembsr, 1963,
ha was at Dallas, Texas, in company of LAWRENCE HOWARD and
WILLIAM SEYMOUR to soliecit aid in anti-CASTRO movement. HALL
contected many Cubans in Dallas area. HALL recalled a Cuban
woman, Mras. ODIO, who lived in apartment lj, located on Magel-~
lan Circle ... specifically deniss that LEE HARVEY OSWALD was
with him during hia vislt to Mrs. 0DIO's apartment. On
9/20/6l, HALL reinterviewsd and advises that informstion fur-
nished by him on 9/16/6lL was incorrect and was furnished by
BrroOr see

So, to A careless examiner of ths files or to a hasty member

of the Commission staff, it might have seemed that the FBI was re-
pudiating the very report clted by the Commisaion's Report as the
source of its information. And thus it would seem that the visit
of the three men, @ne of whom resembled and was presented as Oswald,
never occurred. fﬁp truth is to the contrary. But sven if Hall
had besn "in error" about the entire event (end with such specifi-
catlon thera is no possibility of simple serror), the FBI had ampla
time to communicats its correction to the Commission. HAll was
"rainterviewed" September 20; Hoover's lebtter is dated September Z21.

The Commission's interest was not in "The False Oswald",
If the language of the Report is to be believed, the Commission
ignored him. Its concern was, of all strange things, "that Oswald
may have had companions on his trip to Mexico". What the Coumlis-
gion asked of the FBI "spscifically", according to the same para-
graph, was that 1t "attempt to locate and ldentify the two men who
Mrs. Odlo stated wers with the man she thought was oswald" (R324).
Not "The False Oswald"!

wWhat Hall never repudiated but actually expanded confirms
Mrs. Odio in intimats detail save for a single item. On the 16th
he told FBI Specisl Agent Leon F. Brown that he and the other two
named had bsen in Dallas the latter part of September 1963; had
sontacted a number of people, including three Cuban refuges pro-
feasors at the University of Dallaa, one of whom ia named 0Odlo,
by which coincidence he recalled the name of the woman they saw;
had been arrested, "during which-time they were interrogated by
various Federal intelligence sgents concerning their activities
...": that "the police took Polaroid photographs of himself and
of SEYMOUR"; that both wers fingerprinted; and many other things.
He loomted the Odio apartment correctly end in detail, and af-
firmed tha visit to 1%.

His deseription of William Seymour is much more 1like Oswald
than the version broadcast by the police and accepted as accurate
snough by ths Report: age, 25-6; helght, 5'9-10"; weight, 155-160
pounds, stoc.

When reinterviewed four days later there was only one part
of this that Hall said he was uncertain about. He had made five
trips on such busineas to Dalles in 1963 alome. A provocative
omission hers is any refarence to 1962 when the Cuba situation
was "hot", when invesions were in the wind, the year of the Cuban
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Missile Crisis. Almost as strange is the emphasis on a 1963 in-
vaslon whan the United States, through the assassinated President,
was pledgsd not to atteck Cuba and to protect her [rom any attack.

Hall thought that on the September trip, when he had a
trailer-load of "supplies" (others involved sald these "supplies"
ineluded weapons for the snti-Castro forces), he was accompaniesd
by Howard and a Cuban cslled "Wahito". Although he took Wahito
along, Hell did not trust him and, in the words of the FBI agent,
"HALL has now concluded was & CASTRO plant™.

On this trip the trailer was left in Dallas and the trio
procesdsd to Mismi. Seymour was the third man on the return in
October, and it was then they were arrested. This 1s confirmed
by the FBI investigation ?uotod sarlier. Hell reaffirmed that
the police took pictures "several times while he was in custody,
both by Polarold and by a 'mug' shot when he was sested behind a
board which had numbers placed on it. Seymour was also photo-
graphed, Both were fingerprinted." An unnamed "Dallas resident"
put up $5,000 bail, Two days later "they were told by the prose-
cuting attornsy, ons Mr. WADE, that the charges had besn dropped.”

So not only did the silent Federal investigatlve agencies,
including the FBI, know ell about this arrest and these peopls,
but the prosecuting attorney, a former FBI agent, knew the story
and Hﬁb men - and was also mutel

‘;This intalligence was not important emough for the
"synopsis".

Siuddenly, according to the nislcudlﬂ& language of the FBI
report, Hall's recollection falled, and while he knew the whole
astory of Sylvia Odio's family, he equivocated on having been at
har apsrtment. He did not deny it, as how could he, when he knsw
the address and aven the apartment number? He reaffirmed 1t.
What we have ia the FBI agent's words, not Hall's, No doubt Hall
was unconcerned about vioclations of the firearms asnd neutrality
laws, and no doubt it wes not called to hls attention., He did
confirm that both of the other men look like Latins.

Lewrence John Howard was also interviewed by the FBI on
Septembsr 20. "... in January 1963 he was in the Florida Keys
sngaged in training activity with a group of men planning for an
anti-CASTRO invasion of Cuba. HOWARD stated that he did not want
to ldentify these men further by nams or description." Thess are
the words of FBI Speclal Agent Harry H. Whidbee, not Howard.
There are almost ao direct quotations in any of these reports.
The information is parsphrased, always in a mannsr conslstent
with what the FBI wented said. Hers, through the FBI lingo, 1s
s clear description of CIA., The nsme does not eppear and, natu-
rally, the FBI always respects the minor wishes of those it in-
terrogates, particularly ln presidential sssassinations. It is
public knowledge that the CIA was training the refugee Cubans.

Howard's blography of Hall quotss Hall as clalming to have
been in Cuba with Castro "during the revolutionary period" and to
have defected. Hall wanted to support a small invasion ﬁroup.
Howard went to Los Angeles in August. Hall told him of "an un-
known man in Dalles, Texas, who was willing te furnish a boat
for the group's invasion attempt". He left for Dallas with Hall
and "one CELLIOS ALBAS, a Cuban rsfugee who 1s also known as
'QUARITO' and who was one of a group of anti-CASTRO persons
training to land in Cuba ...".

They got to Dallas about September 20 and remained for ten
days, intending to "pick up additional supplies, funds and contsct
an unknown man regarding & boat". This is precisely the time
given in Mrs. Odlo's story. But Howard said "he recalls no con-
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tacts" and "he would have remembered such a contact", stating "that
the circumstences concerning & refuges woman living in Dallas would
have certainly spurred his memory ...".

Only the FBI could accept such a spurious explenation, il it
was made, Howard's msmory would have been under constant prod in
Dallas, which has one of the larger concentrations of Cuban refugses.

They left Dallas "around September 30, 1963", which is in
accord with Mrs. Odlo's testimony. "HOWARD stated he was anxious
to_rsturn to the training activity with this invasion group." He
also recalled ths peturn trip in October. He gave the FBI "snap-
shots of himself, CELLIOS ALBAS and BILL SEYMOUR talen during 1963
somewhers in the Florida Keys". These pictures are not attached
to the report.

This report concludes with Howard's denunclation of Hall for
"having destroyed the effort which HOWARD, SEYMOUR and others of an
invesion group had made to effect & successful invaslion of Cuba,
HOWARD said that HALL is 'a scatter brain, unreliable, emotionally
dlaturbed and an egotistlcal liar'," Here the FBI found a direct
quote to its liking.

Ir Howard ever revealsd the naturs of the "supplies", the
agent did not see fit to incorporate it in hls report.

Willism Houston Seymour had no such reluctance when he wWas
interviewed by.FBI Special Agent Celvin W. Evans two duzn earlier,
Ssptember 18,"196l, et Phoenix, Arizona. He, too, had "aided in
the training of various persons, mainly exiled Cubana, for a pos-
sible invasion" while he was in Florida. That trailer, he sald,
contained erma. Hall "was csught with thsse arms near Key Largo,
Florida, by the U.S. Customs Officials (alc) who corfiscated them.
HONARD and SEYMOUR baecame disgusted at HALL for this and the way
he 'ran off at the mouth' (another gquote to tha taste of the FBI)
when he was stopped. Both HOWARD snd SEYMOUR gave up any attempt
to help the anti-CASTRO Cubans."

Seymour's opinion of Hall was deemed worthy of inclusion in
ths FBI report by s government sgent who was without eriticism of
Seymour's hatred for the man who, when ceught in a violetion of the
law, hed net further impeded other federal officisls. This time
not inside quotation marks, "SEYMOUR described HALL as a loud mouth,
boisterous, s filthy talking individusl, & liar, one who likes to
tell a story and include himself in as one of the 'big wheels' (or
what? Those connected with the CIA?) when he sctually had nothing
to do with the story, and es one who 1ls given to exaggerations.”

The description of Seymour in thlas FBI report is not clsimed
by the sgent who drafted it., He ssys, "SEYMOUR furnished the fel-
lowing deseription.” Even Seymour's self-description of s 27-year-
old, 5'6" man welghing 150 pounds is closer to a description of
Oswald than anything broedcsst by the police.

Predictably, Seymour denied any knowledge of the Qdio inmei-
dent.

First of the documents efter Hoover's covering letter in
this file is an unsigned FBI memorandum dated Miemi, Floride, Oc-
tober 2, 196l. The first page is a kind of summary of the fleld
raports. Ths second psge is not inconsistent with the corrected
story when it reports that Seymour's Florida smployment record rep-
resented him as working during the period September 5 to October
10, 1963, It makes no reference to his training sctivities, which
presumably did not interfere with this employment.

It quotes Celio Sergio Cestro Alba, interviewed on Septem-
ber 2|, as stating "he had travelled with LORAN HALL and LAWRENCE
HOWARD from Dallas Texas to Miami, Florida in September, 1963" but
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denying the Odio vislt.
Sylvia Odio had Just moved to Miami. She was interviewed

October 1. She was shown only old photographs of the four men,

some more than five years old, rather old for such young men.

She wes not shown the 1963 photogrephs the FBI had. Again, the

lenguege is that of the FRI, not Mrs. Odio. "Mrs. ODIO stated

that none of these individuals were identical with the bthree per-

sons, including the individual she believed to be Oswald ... She

steted she is not certain that she could identify photographs of

the two individuals accompanying the one she belleved to be 0s-

wald, because of the passage of time since the incident and be-

ceusse phocogrsgbs sometimes differ from the real appearance of i

an individual.

She might have added sspecially the government photographs
in this case. It need not be pointed out that before Mrs. Odio
was reinterviewed, the FBI had seen all the principals end could = |
have taken pictures from various sngles to show Mrs. 0dio. It
did not. Contemporanesous photographs, although obviously called
for, might not have been as useful as the photographs "taken dur-
ing 1963 somewhers in the Florida Keys". Five different FBI N
reports in File 1553 refer to the men as pearded. They might
not, have hed beards beginning more than five years bafore Mrs.
0d4% saw their pictures and might have gshaved after the incident
of '"The False Oswald". The reports do not indicate whether Mrs.

Odlo was asked if the men were pesarded. The Mlami report con-
tinues: -
Mps. ODIO edded she did belleve, however, she could
recognize the individusl who gave his name as LEOPOLDO . '
She indlcated that the photograph of CELIO CASTRO wsas
similar to the sppearsance of LEOPOLDO but that LEOPOLDO's )
hair line was receding at the temples. )

She also identified as a neighbor in her former Dallas
gpartment building & man with 8 name similar to that given by
Hall as one he viaslted in that same building.

The lest page of this report contains further slluslons
to the state of Mrs. Odio's mind because of her continulng psy-
shiatric consultations.

Thera is still another unsigned Miaml FBI memorendum re-
port, this one dated September 26 with 8 rubber stamp. It re-
hearses the story briefly and msdds its own summary of ® Sephember
2ly interview with Celio Sergio Castro Alba. Castro confirmed his
scquaintsnce and travels with the others beglnning "while they
were engaged in plans to engege in military sction against the
CASTRO regime by setting out from tha Florida Keys" and includ-
ing the dete of the pallas trip in September, -agein coinciding
with the approximate date given by Mrs. Odlo. He denied the Odio
inoident but acknowledged a visit by the three "to the apartment
of a Cubsn woman in Dallas, but no one was home on this occasion.”

Castro "broke off his assoclstion with HALL and HOWARD be-
ssuse he was convinced that they were engaged in the anti-CASTRO
movement [or personsl sdvantag ...". Except for hias sge, 33,
his description also closely approximates that of the pollece for
Oswald., This means nothing becauss almost anybody within the
range of yeaers and weight could have.

Rather than refute the odio story, these reluctant wit-
nesses confirm 1t, save for & naturasl unwillingness %o admit be-
ing mixed up in the nssassination. What comes out of thess
reports and the puerile pretense at ilnvestigstion is = self-
condemnation of the FBI none of 1its eritics could equal.

pid it expect those implicated to confess involvement?
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Did it not consult its own files, if not in Washington, then in
Dellas, when it first heard this story at the time of the easas-
aination? Did it have to consult only a clerk who was wrong if
quoted corrsctly when ostensibly looking for picturea of the men?
Did 1t not know normal police practice required both mug shots

and fingerprints on a serious chargs? Did 1t not think of taking
plctures of the men as it interviewsd them, or of getting pictures
not as old? Or of including the plctures it did have in Hoover's
report to the Commission? Could it not compare the information of
itas reports with the descriptions of the witnesses in the case of
"The Felse Oswald", when the likenesses are so close? Did 1t have
to walt so long to do snything? It knew about the 0dio incident
at the beglnning and had conducted sn investigation apparently
abandoned within a month of the ssssssination,

Could it not think to ask each of the men for an accounting
of his wharesbouts snd setivities in November 1963 to compare with
those of "The False Oswald", especielly what he did and where he
wes immediately before and on November 22, the date of the assassl-
nation? Not a single report contains this!

had 1t no interest in the mysterious wan who put up bail
in Dallas? Or the man who was to provide en expensive boat to
strangera? Or the "assoclates" of the men training Cubans for the
invesion, a ru:zonaibility publicly associated with and undenled
by the CIA?T And all the other "mistakes" demesning to a police
rookis, so numerpus that to enumerate them would bors the reader?

All of the people in the FBI are not incompetent. The pub-
1ic imsge is that none ls. But if ell the people involved in this
farce called "investigstion" were that incompetent, can 1t be be-
lieved that Mr. Hoover does not know the FBI business®

He invented 1it!

And as has been true of every sspact of the case with which
the federsl police were connected, their performancs leaves mors
questions than it answers. Instead of a "Palse Oswald" who is not
William Seymour (end that depends upon the records of a company
that might be legltimate but is not so established in thes evidence,
and it is in an erea abounding in CIA and other fronts), we now
have an sdditional candidste, Hoover is in the position, from the
record, of having misinformed the Commission on Septembser 21 when
his sgency had the information then presented ss correct the day
before.

He should heve something to say - much, very mush - for this
is not the only such case of 8 pretended incompstence that no Ameri-
can can beliave represents the sbilities and skills of Hoover and
his bursau. Others are in this book and in WHITEWASH.

The non-"False Oswald" part of the file is the Sgptember 23,
1963, report of Specisl Agent Stephen M. Cellender in New Orleans.
It begins by summarizing the checks on the bus schedules, has the
prajudicial comment on Sylvia 0dio and her health attributed to
"Dr. Augustin Guitart" without seying he 1a not a medical doctor,
goes on to the checking of the cheap hotels and concludes with &
single provocative sentence:

Lt. MARTELLO, New Orlsans Police Department, provided
originel longhand notes made by him of information on a
slip of paper in OSWALD's posseasion at the time OSWALD
wes arrestad in New Orleans on 8/9/63.

Seventeen pages later, thoss not already having absndoned
the file becauses of the endless and pointless materisl on the ho=
tals and buses will find FBI Agent John Lester Quigley's report
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