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involved in it. Their testimony about Oswald or "Oswald" and his
mysterious friends hinges around an nnforpmettable incident in which
Oswald was the first man ever to order a lemonade in Pena's eatab-
lishment, and Rodriguez did not know what it was, Pena told the
bartender how to concoct a s¥nthet1c one, <The affair ended, after
earller arpuments about Yena's pricea, with the non-drinking "0Oswald"
petbing siev: all over the placs in a spectacular manner none had
forpntten., Orest, however, had additional thinrs to say, about the
FRI and Brinsuier especially,

Orest had been a member of the Cuban Revolutionary Couneil of
sufficient prominence to have his picture on the front page of the
ziew Orleans papersa (113367-8). FBT Apgant De Brueys, he said, was
"sticking with the organization very, very cleose" (11H361), Orest
passionately denounced his former friend Bringuier as an enemy of
the United States, who "hates the United States more than he dpoes
Russia" (11H353). Cuoting Spanish obscenities he says Eringuier ad-
dressed to the United States, Pena challenged Liebeler, if he did
not believe him, "et him (Bringuier) and me talte a lie detector test
and see who is right on 1t", Orest declared he had never done any-
thinpg against the interest of the United States and was told by
Liebeler, "I have no reason whatsoever not to believe yon", Pana
attributes Bringuier's hatred of the United States to its Cuban policy.

Pena's disputes with the FBI had two unrelated causes., First, he
had been reportfnn the pro-Castro Cubana who patronized him to the FBI
and the FBI was staying so close to him it hurt his business (11H361).
A13061ha had been questioned by them so many times in connection with
the “swald case, he was so annoyed he got a lawyer (11H350).

Cawald's identity was unknown to him spd Rodripuez until follow-
ing the assassination, when they saw Oswald on television, At that
time ?z?riguez "run from his house to my house to tell me about it"
(11H3 .

Ruperto Pena had 1ittle to add (11H36)-7). He deseribed him.
self, through Interpreter FBI Agent Hichard L, Logan, as "more or
leas pro-Batista". He was not in the bar at the time of Oswald's
vislt, but he did discuss it later with Rodriguesz (11H339-l6), upon
whom the first mention he had ever heard of lemonade made a lasting
impression.

Speaking through the same interpreter, the night bartender,
Rodriguez, recalled the patronage of "These two men (who came into
the bar). One of them spoke Spanish (and) ordered the tequila ...
Then the man I later learned was Oswald ordered a lemonade., low, I
don't know.what to give him because we don't have lemonades in the
bar, So I asked Orest fena how to fix a lemonade, Orest told me to
take a little of this lemon flavoring, squirt in some water, and
charge him 25 cents for the lemonade, and that's the incident sur
rounding this situation" (11H3L42),

It was really only the besinning. There wes an exchanpge of un-
pleasantries mbout the prices, and Yawald apparently found one of the
Rodriguez lemonades enough, He switched and pot drunk, with such a
monumental illness that odriﬁuez deseribed it thus: |He got sick
on the table and on the floor" and into the street where "he contin-
ued to be sick'., Oswald's companion "could have been a Hexican",
but Rodripuez said "at this point I don't recall®. He wasa positive
that the man was hairy, a deseripkion subsequently used by Mra, Syl-
via Odio in detailing the appearance of the two men who accompanied
the man introduced to her as Oswald. In other respects their de-
scriptions also agree, This man was about 5'8" and rather stocky.
They, as did other witnesses, clearly recalled this man's "receding
hairline .,

Unable to recall the exact date, Redripguez related it to what
was then undoubtedly a big thing in the Cuban colony, the Bringuier
demolition of the Uswald handbill distribution. Rodriguez said
Oswald's only recorded pub-crawling was a few days either side of
the incident. His recollection of the lemonade incident was so clear
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he evsn tdescribed the part of' the bar in which Yhe pair was seated head off i

(11H343). Showr
Rodrigusz made positive identification of Cswald from pictures said, "a ¢
(11H345). Hiu opinion of the falthfulness with which the three dif- that dress
farent pletur-s represent Uswald coincldes wlth that of Mrs. Udio i Andrews al
11H383). They were shown Bringuler Exhibit No. 1 (21H173), Garner is in conf
hibit No, 1 (20HY), and F'izzo Exhibit I}53-C (21H14O)., FEach made about the
wmediate identification from the Bringuler exhibit. Rodriguez said "There's |
of the Garner photograph that the Bringuier one seemed a better rep- j guy that |
resentation (11H345-6), Mrs. Odio sald of the Garner picture bthak, Duri:
while she could identify "0Oswald", he did not look guite the same leads the
(11H335}. Shown the Yizzo picbure, Hodriguez (11H3L6) and Mrs, Odio failed to
(11H3B85) each indicate a difference in appearance. - nesses wh
FBI Agent Logan summarized Rodriguez's picture testimony, saying, in a parar

"In hia mind 'Bringuier Exhlbit No, 1', which has the man with the no record:
'X' on him is the man who was in the bar and who he later learned failed to
was Ygwald, This picture stands out in his mind the best, reminds 23, at a

him of the man best; this one (Pizzo) appears to him to be Oswald, Andrews' «
but he atill says the other photograph is the one he can best iden- his secre
tify ..." (11H346), ' Andr

|
f
Closely paralleling the testimony of the Cubans was that of ] to contra

Attorney Dean Adams Andrews, Jr, (11H325-39), who flavored his re- endo., He
marks with a pungency of spesch and picturesqueness of phrasing the hospl
that lent an unseemly lightness to the seriousneas of the occasion. 1118331),
He also volunteered expert dabta on firearms and other unsolicited Report, s
information. Andr
In the summer of 1963 "0swald came inte the office accompanied i whom Apdr
by some gay Hids, They wers Mexlicanoas. Ile wanted to find out what | retary is
could be done 'in connection with a discharpe, a yellow discharge ,.. | visit. I
when he brought the money I would do the work, and we saw him three interview
or four times subsequent to that, not in the campan¥ of the rny kids, davits fr
He had this Mexleano with him ...". Later Andrews saw some of these best evid
gay kida" professionally after a police "scoop" that resulted in A secondhan
the arrest of about 50 "for wearing clothes of the opposite sex". { Int
Andrews apparently has more than a fair share of this kind of cli- pot posit
entele from the Latin population. Asked to estimate the volure, he office, b
sald, "Last weel: there were aix of them... Depends on how bad the ' TV progra
police are rousting them., They shoo them in, My best customers visited A
are the police ,.. God bless the police” (11H336¥. { tioning t
Andrews! link with this element was a semi-mysteriouc Clay Ber. had been
trand, whom he deseribed as "a lawyer without a briefcase" (11H337). that in J
Bertrapd frequently phoned him on behalf of the homosexual clients or correc
eilther to obtain bond or parole for them., I would assume he was Miss
the one that originally sent Oswald and the gay l:ids ,,. becauss I [ speaking
had never seen those people before at 811" (11H331). | a dischar
He is looking for Bertrand and the Mexican but indicated the i Both
latter was no longer in New Orleans because "he just couldn't have | It w
disappeared because the Mexican community here is pretty small. You Rloyee feo
can sgueeze it pretty good... He 1s not known around here... ot too ’ ndrews o
meny places they can go without beinp noticed", His search was sub. i office an
sequent bo the assassination (11H331). Bertrand owes him money, and | on three
Andrews connects both with the assassination, Six weeks prior &o { to hias un
his July 21, 196l, appearance, he saw Bertrand in a bar and he ; zenship s
"spooked" through another entrance when Andrews sought a phone to H about def
alert the FBI. Andrews berated himself for not following his in- with his
stinet, saying, "What I wanted to do and should have done is crack ! Service ¢
him on the head with a bottle... I probably will never find him about Osv
again,,.. he could be running because they have been squsezing the i Is i
Quarter pretty good looking for him,,. somebody might have passed l under sac
the word he was hot and I was looking for him,,.." (11H334,337). racy so
Andrews indicated the FBI is also looking for at least the Mexican, At
and said, the FBI needs "Latin stools for that boy". { by Andret
Andrews also saw Oswald distributing his literature outside his ] this call
office and said there wers "a lot of guys... that will tear your : 23rd), 1
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bonk if he would mo over ... I thought + called Honk once. HMonk says
we talled twice" [11H337). No lawyer - no one named Zelden appeared
before the Commission.

These clear evidences of a "False Oawald", the connections of
the real or Talse one with Cuban refugee groups end the attempted es-
teblishment of a "cover" in New Orleans are totally ignored by the
Commission in its exhaustive inguiry into Oswald's trip to Mexico
City, from September 26 until October 3, 1963 (R299-311,6568-9,730-6).

But 1t 1s in this context only that his trip makes sense or has
reason. Lxcept for the colinteral benefits of being able to quiet
rumors and speculations about his possible connections with foreipgn
rovermments, this tremendoua effeort in which presumably the FBI and
CIA collaborated, pousihlz with some help from the State Department
and ir which bthe Mexican Govermment assisted, was wasted. There are
few thinpgs Oswald said or did during the trip that remain unknown.
Paasenrers who shared the buses were tracked down all over the
world and interviewed, They recalled his conversation (pro-Castro,
and he hoped to get to Cuba¥, what he ate, where he ate it, where
he slept, who he saw where . all are complelely and usslesaly re-
corded, ¥Fven details of his conferences with the officials of the
Cuban and Russian consular staffs are recorded, These included a
fipht he had with Cuban Consul Eusibio Azque, a long-time carser
civil servant.

Upon being told by Senora Silvia Tirado de Duran, a Mexiean
national emnloyed by the Cuban consulate, that there would be four-
month delay ip conaideration of his visa application, Oswald blew
his stacl, '¥l1 those press notices, all the trouble he had gone to,
all his phony'"Fair Play for Cuba" activity which he showed Senora
Duvan, were wasted, +hen Oswald became 'very excited", Azgue came
ont of his offjice 'and began a heated discussion wkth Oswald that
coneluded by Azgque telling him that a person of his type was harming
the Cuban Revolution rather than helping 1t'.

lione of the rest of Yswald's Hexican trip had any bearing on
what led to the assassinatlion., It 1s a truly impressive investi-
ration, a eredit to the competence of the investipative agencles,
but immaterial because it ia out of context,

Oswald "blew his cover", in the terminolopgy of the intelli-
pence trade, And he returned to Dallas,

It was later revealed that he had been kept under surveillance
(Rewsweel, 12/9/63). This is clear from the knowledge the FBI had
of him, dlsclosed in the very first interrogation November 22, 1963.

Yhatever value Oswald might bhave had to his Cuban associates,
he had none when he left Hexico City. He waa, to them, the most
expendable of men. .

Meanwhile, bacl in Dallas, the "False Oswald" and his compan-
ions were busy, “ithin a day or two of Osweld's departure from
liew Orleans, they knocked on the door of the modest apartment of
Hrs, Sylvia Odio, the United States-educated daughter of a once

rominent Cuban couple, then imprisoned on the Isle of Yines (R321-
1311H367-09).

Representing themselves as frienda of her father and as ‘comirg
from the Cuban anti-Castro group known as JURZ, led by Hanolo Ray,
they quickly overcame her initial uneasiness. Ray, she said, "is a
very close friend of my father and mother., He hid in my house
several btimes in Cuba" (11F362). The presumed purpose of their
visit was to enlist her assistance in JURE activities, To a de-
gree, she asszented,.

The detailed information these men had about her family con-
vinced her, ",.. details about where they saw my father and what
activities he was in, I mean, they gave me almost incredible de-
tails about things that smebudx who knows him really would or that
aomebody informed well lnows. nd after a littls while, after they
mentioned my father, they started talking about the American"
{11H370), "Phe American" was introduced as "Lecn Oswald". a former
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Marine, The other two used aliases she described as "war" nemes,
a device to hide identities from the Castro government. One she
recalled was "Leopoldo”, Of the other she is uncertain, but be-
lieves he called himself "Apngelo",

Representing themselves as having just left New Orleans (as
the real Oswald had), they said "they were leaving for & trip (on
which the resl Oswald had started) and they would like very much
to see me on their return to Dallas ,,." (11H372-3).

Mrs, Odio's sister was in her aspartmant at the time of the
visit. They both immediately "recognized" Oswald at the time of
the assassination, Ilrs, Cdio's shock was spectacular, ©She immedi.
ately connected these men with the assassination and fainted before
the suspected assassin's name was broadcast, ©She was taken to the
hospital by ambulance from her place of work, where she lost con-
sciousness at about 1:50, almost to the second the time the real
0Oswald was being arrested at the Texas Theatre. She said she
thought "the three men ... bed something to do with the assassina-
tion" (11H383),

Thers was, indeed, reason for Mrs. Odio to have made this as-
sociation, "You know," Leopoldo had said of the "False Oswald",
"our idea is to introduce him to the underground in Cuba, because
he is great, he i1s kind of nuts .., He told us we don't have any
guts, you Cubans, because President Kennedy should have been assas.
sinated after the Bay of Pigs, and some Cubans should have done
thaty; because he was the one that was holding the freedom of Cuba
actuplly ... And he sald, 'It 1s so easy to do it'. He has told
as ..." (11H372.3).

The next day "Leopoldo"” again spoke of the "False Oswald", say-
ing he "wonld be the kind of man that coulfl do anything like getting
underground in Cuba, like killing Castro, He repeated several times
that he was an expert shotman ..." (11H377).

Mrs. Odio was not called until quite late in the hearings,

July 22, 196l, eight months after the sssassination and when most

of the trall was harder to follow. She had, however, made her story
known earlier to the authorities and had been interviewed by the FBI
December 18, 1963, At 6:30 p.m, the night of her testimony, she was
in the office of the Secret Service where she was shown "some movie
films of some street scenes in the city of New Orleans, and also a
television appearance that Lee Harvey Oswald made over station WDSU
in August of 1963", Some of the people seemed familiar, and she
prointed out certain identifications she had made previously in her
teastimony, such as an unshaved appearance around the mouth, suggest-
ing a mustache on Oswald, But she could not ldentify his volce.
When asked if looking at the pictures had made her more or less con-
vinced or if she had the same feeling about the identity of Cswald,
she said, "... I have the same feeling that it was ... I have a feel-
ing there are certaln pictures that do not resemble him. It was not
the Oswald that was standing in front of my door", and she pointed
out some other slight differences. d

The film was rerun a number of times. She was also shown the
at1ll pictures and made identification from and commenta about them.
Of the "False Oswald's" companions, she alaso pointed out distinguish-
ing characteristics paralleling those made by the New Orleans wit-
nesses, ineluding the opinion they "looked 11ike Mexicans. They did
not look like Cubans",

Even when the Commlssion could not shake or even belittle the
testimony of Mrs. Odio, corroborated as it was by her sister and the
identification both made of Oswald, 1t still looked into this fur-
ther only "in view of the possibili it raised that Oswald may have
had companions on his trip to Mexico", and to be certain of its re-
construction of Oswald's schedule on his trip. At no point does the
Commission concede the possibility of a "False Oswald",

Most of the section devoted in the Report to the unshakable
Sylvia Odio 1s, in fact, devoted to the recitation of evidence prov-
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ing that Lee Harvey Oswald could not have been at her spartment Sep-
tember 27 or 28, 1963, the entire point the Report avolds,

The most amstounding statemsnt of fact in the entire Report 1is
quietly buried in the last paragraph of the pages quoting and com-
menting upon Mrs. Odio:

"Oon September 16, 196l, the FBI located Loran Eugene
Hall in Johnsandals, Calif, Hall has been identified as
a participant in numerous anti-Caatro activities. He told
the FBT that in September of 1963 he was in Dallas, solicit-
ing aid in connection with anti-Castro activities, He =ald
he had visited Mra. Odio. He was accompanied by Lawrence
Howard, a Mexican-American from East Los Angeles and ons
Willlam Seymour from Arizona, He stated that Seymour 1s
gimilar in appearance to Lee Harvey Uswald; he speaks only

a few worda of Spanish, as lrs, Odio had teatified one of
the men who visited her did., vhile the FBI had not vot
complated its investipation into this matbter at the time

the report went to press, the Commission has concluded

that Lee Harvey Oswald was not at lrs, Udio's apartment

in September of 1963." (r32l)

0of course it was not Oswaldl

Once the FBI got working, they moved fast, Commission General
Counsal J. Lee Ranicin did not request the investigation until Aug-
wat 28, 196, The FBI replied by letter September 21 - three days
bafore the, Bommission delivered its printed Report to the rresident!
But why did{inot the FBI suspect a "False Oswald” to bepin withe
And why did the Commission wait until nine months after the assas-
sination, until its work was done, to Took Into 167

Above all, how could it ipnore the existenc® of a "Palse Cswald"
until the bitter end? How could it close up shop, with 1ta files
interred for 75 years, lmowing a 'False Oswald" existed-
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