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although it 1s, by the Report's own insistence, the crucial ons

in which the President could, for the first time, have been struck
with & bullet from Oswald's alleged position. Of this theres will
be more, much more. Liebeler did not repeat the blunder. How-
ever, it is not only Frame 210 but Frames 208 through 211 that

are missing, and Frame 212 has an unusuelly smateurish splice in
it (WHITEWASH L5,206).

Abruptly and with consistent inasceuracy, Liebeler then
Jjumped to Frame 222, saying of it, "you can see the President's
cer coming out from behind the sign". This is first visible in
Prame 205 (18H18), not Freme 222.

From this point on Liebeler was pleying with the clock,
enxious for it to run out. He spent almost en entire pege, which
it must msgain be emphasized is & major porportion of the but seven
and s half pages of the testimony of this man who should and could
heve been & major witness, with endless repetitions of the numbers
of the many frames in which the President's hsnds were visible
clutching his throst. This questioning served no necessery pur-
pose. It was g lawyer's filibuster, like the football quarterbeck
freezing the ball until the game ended.

Still once more, however, Zspruder tried to say =omething
but did not quite succeed. Liebeler had ssked about Frame 235 and

then of Frame 240:
Mr. Zapruder. There's only sbout 100 frames - they are
so close.
Mr. Lisbeler. Five frames?
Mr. Zapruder. Five frames is nothing - I belleve.
Mr. Liebeler. How sbout 2497
Mr. Zapruder. No. 249 - I Just wonder if it was the mo-
tion thet he went back with thet I don't remember ...(7HSTL-5).

This is the most significent testimony, for it is involun--
tary resction to & bullst hitting him from the front that would
meke the President move baclwerd. The Report could not tolerate
g front sntrance wound for it explodes the entire Report. Liebeler
with consistency, hesd no interest in testimony suggesting the
President wes struck from the front. Zapruder did not imagins

this.

Liebeler questioned Zapruder about ouum two additional
frames. Pirst, 255, of which Zapruder ssid, "I know this - I
have seen it so many times. In fact, I used to heve nightmares.
The thing would coms every night - I weke up and see this" (78575).

Why this psrticular frame cetised Zapruder's a»mﬂwauuau end
not the lmst one to which Liebeler, elluded, 313, the "horrible
one" in Zapruder's words, showing the fatal bullet exploding in
the President's hsad, prompted no question from Liebeler. Perhaps
he knew the answer, which is obvious to those who have studied the
record, Frame 255 is duplicsted by the Altgens picture, which was
widely disseminated by the Associated Press and frightfully mis-
used by the Report (WHITEWASH L48,202-3).

There sre s few more snatches of Lisbeler's interrogstion
mixed with his "testimony" during Zspruder's appearsnce. It is &
blend of Melaprop and mslsdroit. For example, 1n buttering the
smotional Zapruder (7E576), he said, "I want to tell you that your
£41m has been one of the most helpful things to the work of ths
Commission that we could possibly have had becauses it has enabled
us to study the verious positions of the people in the car and to
determine by compering it with the reenactment - by comparing it
to the view from the window of the building, to develop with a
feir dagree of sccuracy the facts here.”

One less closs to the Report might consider the importance
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..._uh the Zapruder film to be that it records the assasaination.

g The perhsaps unintanded infsrencs would have been obvious
‘had the editor inserted an "Oops!" after the dash, whers one raally
‘belongs. Liebeler reveals what is a fact, that the Zapruder film
was misused for the purpose of enabling the Commission to stags a
‘ppenactment that might seem plausible, given the existence of the
#ilm and the widesprsad publication of frames from it. Without it,
ifor axample, there could never be ths theory of the magic bullet
sthat the Report translates into the pretense of fact, that a single
‘bullet inflicted all seven non-fatal wounds on both the President

=3

‘and the Governor and remalned undeformed, unmutilated and almost
‘entirely intact deapite the number of bones smashed. Only the mis-
use of the Zapruder film makes 1t possible to even suggest this
“theory that is in defiance of all fact.

E| Zapruder's last words of witness also went ignored, but they
This is the man with the tplephoto lensa:

Tn.m important.
"I know very few people who have seen it like that - it was
an awful thing ..." (7HS576). 2

Parkaps thers wers fewer than very few - none who saw what
‘Zapruder did. Liebsler did not want to know, and he was not alone.

There wera a few other cute Liebeler touches.

He allowed it to sppear as though Zapruder had contacted the
Sacret Service first, befors the Secrst Service could reach him,
“to offer his films, dessplte the above-quoted admissions of Dallas
‘Secrat Service Chisf Forrest Sorrels, thus putting the federal po-
lice in & better than warranted light (7HST71).

Enowing all about Phillip L. Willis and his plctures - Willis
was, in fact, the next witnsss - Liebeler wu_nnnunoa otherwise for
‘no apparent reason when Zapruder asked of "Hudson Exhibit No. 1"

i (really the fifth in a seriss taken by Willis), "were these plctures
{ever published ...7"

Liebsler replied, "This picture hers is in fact one of a
seriess of pictures that is being sold down hers in Dallas by a fel=-
low nemed Willis, I belleve his name fa Phil Willis ..." (7HS70).

{ Much more significant is Liebeler's operation that reflects
the undoubtsd brainwashing of Zapruder prior to his belated Lesti-
mony. Zapruder had had many meetings with federsl agents. He had
been exposasd to the full treatment in the press, carefully leaked
‘and fostered by the Commission and the Dallas police, that all the
' ahots had come from above, from the sixth-floor window to his left.
In part, hs forgot his contrary initial belief. During one of his
voluntesred statsments (7HS571) hs said, "I remember the police were

_running behind me. There were police running right behind me. Of

i coursse, they didn't realize yet, I guess, whers the shot came from

~ - that it came from that height." After some amplification of

< where the police were all raclng - to the grassy knoll behind

. Zapruder from which many witnesses believe at least some firing

;) came - Liebelar asked:

b "Did you have any impression as to the direction from which
_.wnguouWonuntn._,=

S

vausnau..muouwﬂtwaonﬂwqoonwu
| from back of me ..."

Under gquestioning the import of which soon became clear, he
| twice more repeated that he had thought the shots came from behind
{ him. Then Lisbeler posed this leading question, "But you didn't
. form any opinion at that times as to what direction the shots did

! coms from actually?"

To which Zapruder, as desired, replisd briefly, "No."

"No, I also thought it came

As Lisbeler must have known, this was quite contrary to
the truth, for the very day of the assassination, Zapruder re-
ported an assassin had been behind him.

Thers i3 an almost 1llegible copy of & hand-lsttered report
hastily prepared by Secret Service Agent Max Phillips, dated 9:55
p.m. November 22, 1963, the night of the assassination. It is "
captioned, "8 mm movie £ilm showing President Kennedy being shot.
I obtained a copy of the very poor - unnecessarily very poor =
copy in the Commission's files. The original 1s not there. :'This
1s riled in Folder 1 of Commission File 87. It begins by report-
ing that the anclosed film was taken by Zapruder and gives his
office address and phone aumber. It identifies the wu.nwonn.n £ilm
as a "third print" given to Sorrels and made from Zapruder's
"master”.

And it states without quibble or equivocation, for the of -
ficlal story had not then been decided upon, ..bmou!u.._.um to Mr.
Zapruder, the Assassin was behind Mr. Zapruder.

It is not at all surprising that Zapruder so belisved, for
according to Commissjon File 962, which I examined Juna 30, 1966,
the Secrat Service-also did! Part of this file consists of a
126-page inventory of the Station WFAA film and sudio and video
tape of and nE.n.ocun»hm the mssassination. On the 37th page ap-
pears this language: Secrst Service quotes indicate automatic
weapon used" to describe one {tem. The last listing on this page
i{s similar, "Bulletin - Secrst Service cnu.waqom that an automatic
weapon was fired from the top of the lkmnoll", or behind Zapruder.

To emphasize, these are not in the Commission's Report,
ot in Lisbeier's questioning, but very definitely in the Commis-
sion's files!

One can only as what the effect of such inadequate and
incomplets auuﬂwaouqmﬁn upon the busy members of the Commission
who wers not in the backrooms in Dallas and had to go on the record
made for them by the staff, ths record bassd upon which the staff
was to draft ths Report for the Commission's approval, the record
upon which the crime was to have been "solved".

Ons need not gusss what effect bthis kind of "preparation”
had on the subsequent uss and interpretation of the svidence,
especlally the Zapruder film.

Hor nead one ss whether this was just an i{solated bad
job by Liebeler, & nm”_”ﬂduuw departure from the high standards
and performance one might sxpect from & lawysr selectad to serve
as assistant counsel on & Commission with the ?ﬁnﬂ.onu and re-
sponsibilities of this ona, He did examine the other photo-
graphic" witnesses that day.

Phillip L. Willis followed zapruder.
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