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David Lui, now & student at Brown

. University, wax three years old when
. President John F. Kennedy was shot in

Dallas. As a 15-year-old at Beverly
Hills High School in Californin, Lui

% ook up the Kennedy assassination 83

an exira credit project and becgme en-
grossed in his studies. Rerundiing the
Jomous Zopruder film of the assanina-
 ‘tion over and vver, he une doy noticed
something that no one, apparenily, had
* naticed before: o litele girl who stops
suddenly, stortled, while chosing the
. presidential limousine. Thia is the story
v of his search for thet lintle girl.
= By David Lui
sat watching the silent Zapruder
{ilm for what must heve been the
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T ?: elusive

. A young man’s search for a clue to the JFK assassination

But if the first shot had been fired ear-
lier than they thought, that would have
left enough time for one assassin to have
fired all the shots.

I rolled the film again so | could take a
closer look at the girl. She was about 10,
wore a red skirt and a white top, and was
Caucasian.

I knew that there were many possibili-
ties why a l0-year-old might step run-
ning: mayhe her parents called her back,
she might simply have become tired, but

{rames per second) the assassination of
{he President must have been a conspira-
ty, since Oswald's gun could not have
fired fast enough to do the job alone.
Undortunately, Abrabam Zapruder
was not a professinnal cameraman. When
he chose his position to film the parade,
be did not realize that the limousine and
it3 veou gants would be obscured fram his
lens by & Ireeway sign. At [rame 210, ap-
pearing o be unhurt, President Kennedy
fell from view behind the sign. le em-

1f the shot had been fired when she stopped, that
would have left enough time {or one assassin to have:

fired all the shots.

. weapon.

little girl in Dallas

This being the case, | sublracted the
{rame in which Presidenl Kennedy was
shat frum the {rome in which Gov. Can-
nally was hit and found that 28 frames at
most clapsed belween Lhe two shots
(130 -210=18). This was not enough time
for Oswald's gun to be the sole firing

If, as shown, Conmally was shot ai
[rame 238, then the earlier shat would
have to have hit the President not at
{rame 210, but before frame 198 for a lone
assassin using Oswald's gun (o have been
respansible for both shots (206 —42=198.

But the lintle girl siopped running at
frame 197 of the Zapruder film [ she
stopped running in reaction to & shot, thal
would medn that the first shot was fired
much earlier than any reseurcher had

d

50th time thal night Suddenly,

this time, | saw something that

stariled me: a young girl, running

\o keep pace wilh the presidential

! limousine, stopped abruptly and turned

“% |gward the Texas School Book Depository

¢ - — too early in Lhe filn — belore any shots
were supposed Lo have been fired.

1 turned the film back to make sure

¢ that what T thought 1 hiad seen was not &

;' product of my own fatigue, but there it

s was aguin

¥ Many sssassination investigators have

%’said that the killing was & conspiracy —
1* nol because of the existence ol 3 second
- gun, other bullels or witnesses who saw a
+ gecond assassin, bul beeause the shos

were lired too close 1gether, Wo quickly
for particular gan's mechanismn 10
fire Lwice.

!
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just possibly she stopped running in reac-
tion to a rifle shot.

1 believed the theory that the Presi-
dent hisdl been the vittim of more than one
assassin. The mosi common reason lor
concluding that Lee Harvey Qswald had
not been the sole assassin in the plaza
\Lat day was some simple arithmetic ap-
plied to the Zapruder film.

1 knew from my teading that Oswald's
gun could fire only ane bullet every 13
seconds. The FBL caleulated thal 185
frames of movie film passed through
Zapruder's Bell and Howell camera every
second. 1 the Zapruder film revealed a
shat striking the car of ils cecupanis more
[requently than cace every 42 Irames (23
seconds multiplied by the camera’s 183

erged from the other side of the sign st
{rame 225 of the film with both hands to
his Uhroat, the effect ol a bullet wound
The Warren Commission [elt that it
wautld ot be possible to pinpoint the ex-
act time of the first shot due Lo the inter-
terence of the sign. Therelore, it sufficed
1o say that President Kennedy was shut
while he was obscured by the [reeway
sign

Al [rame 238 of the film a shot hit Gov.
John Connally. The bullet pierced and
collupsed his fung. Like 3 deflating bal-
loon, the collapse forced the brea b which
the governor had just drawn back up his
windpipe and out his meuth. This molian
is seen starting at frame 241 of the film.
just aiter his shoulder is thrust {orward.

In the Zapruder film, there are Lwo
distinet groups of witnesses — those in
the foreground, in [rant of the presiden-
tial limousine, and those behind the
limousine. It is nearly Impossible 1o dis-
Ainguish the reaction ol any witness 10 the
syund of gunlire in either group because
those standing closer o Zapruder all have
their backs to us and those in the back-
ground fall into 3 solL blur on the grain of
the Smm film. However, there is one wit-
ness who ean be seen betwesn the groups
— the Tinle girl

Of all the witnesses n the plaza that
day, she was usest 1o the Presi
when the first shot hit him, 1 kmew that
[rom her vantage point, 15 feet hehind the
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President, she was evea olwe enough (o
see ihe bullet's impaeL.

The day after [ found the girl on the
film. | combed through all my books on
the assassination but found that no une
had ever made reference to this girl, let
alone interviewed her. 1 kept saying to
mysell, “How could they have missed this
~ girl — the one way Oswald could have
* fired all the shots, and na one ever both-
ered 1o mention her” Could sameone
starting 12 years after the fact possibly
find her? i

1f she had indeed stopped running in
reaction 10 a shot it would have placed the
time of the first shot, not ar Z210-225, as
the Warren Commissian had said, but be-
fore 2198, when the girl had stopped run-
ning.

At that point, I decided that somehow,
somewhere, [ would have to find the girl

* where could | star? X

- Every day after school, I ran down o

*; the city library to search through the 28

volumes of evidence collected by the War-

* ren Commission, looking for some refer-

» ence lo the listle girl. However, [ wasn'

. able to find & sign that anyone had ever

¥ found ber, lat alone interviewed her.

Suddenly, 1 had sn insight. [ realized

" thal this girl, a 10-year-old, was too young

. to go see a parade downlawn by herself;

=~ someone probably drove her down 10 see

\= the President that day, possibly & parent.

. That persan might be listed smong the

1" known witnesses.

37 That week, [ started o collect as com-
plete a list as possible of the knawn wit-
nesses, It way a gargantuan task. Oaly a

- small percentage of the lotal number of
witnesses had actually been interviewed

). by the Warren Commission. Most had

., simply filed & deposition with the Dallas
County- Sherilf's Difice an a one-page
form. "

Anather group received only a [leeting
reference in the Commission files. Usual-
ly I siw, to my smazement, that the War-
ren Commission had made no sitempt Lo
locate, let alone interview, @ wilness

. logged in this munner. I had no guaraniee
that the girl's parents wera among the
known witnesses, but [ knew thal it was
my last chance to find her.

One of the major constsaints on my re-

search was lified when 1 saw a complete
Likipe enll

wnt ol Wigrren (Mampmiceion

= and ask her why she had stopped. But .

oirl

ing at & Los Angeles ywap meet. | closed
my savings account, and bought the books
far 3125, I leoked forward with excite-
ment 1o no longer baving Lo stop my
search every night at nine when the li-
brary clased.

When 1 completed my list, [ had found
about 3 potental parents. I found tid-
bits of information obout each and began
to notice that some of the people in the
plaza that day were less likely than others
1o be the parents or escorls of the litle
gl

A major percentage of thé total num-
ber of witnesses were city workers (the
plaza in downtown Dallas where Presi-
dent Kennedy was killed was part of the
civic center). The mayor of Dallas wanted
1o give the President us warm & welcome
as possible, therefore, many cily workers
were given five or 10 minutes off 1o go see
the President pass by. [ knew that few, il
any, of them had time to go gel their fami-
lies. 8o I crossed them off my list.

Mext, 1 eliminated all security person-
nel. No an-duty guard wanted to split his
attention between protecting the Presi-
dent and watching his own kids.

Sinee I Telt that it was most likely that
the girl's parents escorted her (o the plaza
that day; 1 cut from my list the names of
all the witnesses who approximaiely 10
years before were not of child-bearing
age.

Because the little girl was white, T
drapped all san-white witnesses from aly
list because chances were that her par-
ents, or whoever 1ook her, were white ks
well.

More than anything else, it was my
{ream to go 10 Dallay mysell and person-

in Dallas

As the responses came back, 1 showed
my mother letter after letter of sccept,
ance, 25 in all, which 1 had received over]
the course of two months. 1t had takei’
\hat ume to wear her down, but she final-
Iy gave in, with the provision that she
join me in my journey.

Six days before Christmas in 1975, [
ilew to Dallas

My three-day trip lo Dallas was a
marathon Tun across town, from one side
10 the other and then back again, meeting
with as many assassination eyewilnesses
as possible. .

My mother was the chaulfeur, u role
she patiently accepted without seeming o
mind my awkward scheduling of appoint-
ments. She was s good listener who
ehieered on my best hunches.

As [ went from witness to witness, |
would usk a series of questions of each.

However, not one person [ spoke 1o
had any idea of wha the little girl was, or
haw I might be able to find her.

Finally, all too soon, the morning al
my departure Irom Dallas had arrived. [,
had two lust imerviews. My dreams of
finding the linle girl were fading fast [
consaled mysel! with the thought thatl
had recorded the eyewitness accolinfiel
many who had never been questioned -

belore. B
!:Eu_i_wwie.k_ at the home of my [{

nexi-lo-last withess, Onee again 1 poinied

to the stills of the little gi

of -fact single sentence, all the sleeples’ sirmtt

nights, all the nail biting, all the ridigule 4

all the neglected homework v!n.._ 3

“That's my daughter, Rosemary, he
ad

ally question whose y
was never iaken by the Warren Commis-
sion, in the hope that they might be able
10 help me discover the identity of the liv
e girl, if all else fulled.

My mother was leery. All my argu-
ments and pleading were without a shred
of success. | was not 1 go 1o Dallas. Itwas
just too expensive a rip fur a 15-year-old
to take “on a wild goose chase™ 1 had w
prove Lo her that my Lrip wasa SEfious
venture which would pay off

| cross-referenced my I
Dallas city phone book
witness's present address. Unforiunately,
enly hall were listed [ uied these ad-
dresses to send esch person a letter re-
questing an interview. Alter that all |
could do was wail

1 had found her at last. Her father, o
fact both parents, had been on the plas
that day and had laken their duughier
with them.

“Can | 1alk 10 Rosemary? | asked, 5Y
heart pounding. He picked up the phos,
dialed her number and handed me the - |
ceiver after a birief introduction g

| huve 1o bie careful not o lead my wi;
ness in any way, | thought, as | erossd
the room to take the phone: o

DAVID LUE Rosemary, do you =
member running in Dealey Plaza behisd
the President’s car?

ROSEMARY: Yes. r

DAVID LUL Why were you daiff
that? =

ROSEMARY: T was trying 1o keep®'

tracking the §
limousine, and-asked Phil Willis, “Dotyau ¢

knaw this listle girl?™ In & quiet, _._L.u.mm Feiabe: the Mkinirati: sea fbn:

When David Lui, (heo a 15-year-old high
schooler, spolted the little girl (cireled)
In the famous Zapruder film of the John
F. Kennedy assassinaiion, it set him off
on & search that eventually led to Dal-
1ag, ALright Is the girl, Rosemary Willls,

she’appears todny. Al far right is Da-
vid Lul, now at Brown :E-.-..—.aw.
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A quick moment should be raken here

ta discuss what only can be described asa
national phenomenon. Upon asking, it ap-
pears that those who were old enough to

precisely what they were doing
| when they heard that the President had
+ been shot. Just imagine how sharply the
imprint of their experience was stamped
{ upon the memory of those wha actually
‘saw the President die, young and old
alike,
. The mament had come 1o ask the ques-
tion which I had traveled 1500 miles to
hesr answered: :

DAVID LUL Why did you stop run-
ning?

ROSEMARY: | stopped when [ heard
the shot.

With this simple reply, the firing of
the first shot waz pushed back 1o a
moment before the (rame in which she

=

]
had stopped running, before 2198, :_m..m_i..
leaving enaugh time for & single assassin
1o have fired all the shots.

I realized that with this new evidence
some of the basie facts many resedrchers

were brought to the attention of the
House Select Commitiee on Assassina-
liuns and he was invited to present his
[indings o the commitiee in the [all of
1978 At virtually the same time that he

had used 1o expound the piracy theo-
ry had been refuted. With her answer, a
plank was pulled from the argument for
canspiracy.

No longer could there be any doubt
that the little gir) had stopped running in
reaction 10 & rifle shot. Her reachion, seen
on the lilm, was the first visible r
Lo the sound of the first shot and she ha
confirmed it as so,

It wis apparent to me that the assussi-
nation did not have w be & conspiracy,
simply because there was not enough time
between ibe shots

Epilogue

Dravid Lui's investig

P d his material 16 the commitice
stafl, two acoustical experts were pre-
senting testimony and evidence o the
commiites o the effert that gunshot re-
ports indicating # second gunmin were
audible on & dispatch 1ape of Dallis Police
Depariment radio traffic on the day of the
nssassination.

Lui was never 10ld how much tn“n_:
was given his findings, and Dallis police
department radio specialists have contin-
ued to dispute the findings of the'scousti-
cal scienlists. .

Rasemary Willis, the Tintle girl in the
Zapruder film, is now a Dalla
schoolleacher.
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