Doar Dave, re David M and Rosemary Willis and first shot W 6/9/19

That a mere boy would so diligently pursue a lezd in the invostigation of the
aspasulngtion of a Fresident nales a Cine human-interest mdsce. But if 4% lad not led to
the possible conclusion that Oswald alone could have fired all the shots I doubt the LA
tues would heve caxwiod and syndicated the story, of which I had no prior kmowledges
(Copy case from Jim Wilte todaye : i

The problem with a shot nuch earlier then 2210 is not that 1% mokes the mechanios
of firing poscible, which for most humans and that rifle 1t does not. The problem is that
1t cannot support tho Warien Conrsalon thcorvies, b point in golng into eil of that of
the rohabilitation eflorts of the ASCA, which argues {hat bucause the Commipsion was
wrong 1t in faol was right. o o

Lud's quest was wastod, If ke had read Photographi Whitewash he'd have known, even
“ebeler's admlosion that he wrong Willis chdld was bofore hine Some added detall from
il Willls in a letier in tle appendiz. I 314 not uge hor a3 a clocle, however, bechuse .
why a child stops running is too uncertain. She is cloavlt viaible in the 2 film for a
paxiod of o,

Hor im raction ’ao'ahﬁaar]:ler shot and at that tirme new, interesting as this soeming
corroborntion of it is. You will got much on this in my files, iveluding the Alvaresa party
It io yrotiy explicit in Whitewash, including that frame and*Z's reaction to 1%, cribbod
by Alvarez attor Yaul and other studemts discussed it :

Vhat yowy; Lul 41 is quite & thdng, oo other decply concaimed youngztora hava dene
and as In time you will soo & ausber have in othor areas, evon film analysls, The dd
vas bright, detormined snd reroevering.

Tosemary eud her mother, who was close by, also sow the President hit froum the Lront,
if I rocall whas Plﬁ.lttdld. ey ‘ ‘ :

TheldTimes nlso doos not say the obviousd, tlnk vhet a Little boy could percaive
the fabled FBI should have boen able to see and follow, Tha story rounds out a little on
its staylng ewey fzom all the Wilideos until i% heead o was about to copyright and
publish his pix, fm june 1964, '

I think it 4s a very intorost story, enjoy the wipublished overtanes.and havo nmo. - . - |
rogreta about ary confimmation of my earldent and hacty works I'm glad Jim sont you the -
original and & copy to mes

That the HSCA acoubilcal pencl doed not pinpoint that particular frame dees nok in
any oy dotract frow either the not inconsidereble accomplishment of a very young person
or the volidily of the conslusicn he reached about the timing of %iat :ﬂmt‘: There is o
variable that has to bo conjectured, recosmition end reactionm times, The camdssian's
experts goncluded thnt even i ghot, ag long as e bullot did not lilt bone reactlu: could
be delayed as much an two sdeonds. zl‘h‘r recollection is that based on that pancl's opinions
4 piygnoted the first shot could have been dn tha area of 2160, It 18 somewhiere in H-i.i'd.
not bo surprined is this accounts for the disinberest in slides boginmdng before Z163.3%
would elirinate having to contend with what might show by coapariosn of skilla.)

Thers wer- then and there ave now many grest kids in hdih schools and oollngods

Before I forgot, there is a great clue in the police tape of which I did not know
until I saw folicoff's Gallery sidebar on it, That "ALL right Jackson," if not accompanied
by other tranmdssions, meons that the positiona of notorcycle copg had ¢ or there
vag other transmisgion ol which I do not knowe Dele Yackson (ref'. ny appenls) was supposed
to bo abresst of JFK, lMelain behinds But Holain tells him "all right," How could he other
than as above? I've told Policoff and I'1l tell the Dal.asites when * next hear from them,



Dear Harold:

, 6 June 1979

: You'll want to see the enclosed. Sorry I couldn't
produce a better copy, but it's readable.

I've sent the original to Dave for the file.

Tt's possible, of course, that the WX Post picked
this up from the LA Times, but not necessarily the Epilogue
which appears to be based on a UPI interview with the now-grown

little girl.
Begt to you both,

-

jd:if:

- Man y aqsamlnal!gﬁc:ﬂgatm have said that the

killing was a conspira not because of the existence

of a, second gum, other bullets or witneses who saw a
) wmnd assassin, but hecausg the shots were fired too

close tngether, 100 quickly . Iur lhat partlcuh!' gun's
’ mechanism Lo fire twice. |

But if the first shot had been ll"red ehrlier than
thew thought, that would have Téft enough time fot one
b assassin 10 rave fired all the shots.

I was not an 4xpert. | studied the Kennedy
assasdination for an extra credit project while | was a
freshman at Beverly Hills High School. I became so
engrossed with my study of the murder that 1 wrote to
4 mail-order hause for d $15 videp tape of the Zapnlder
filtn

| vant calculzte the number of hours I spent at
nearby UCLA using thelr equipment to run the {ilm
over and over. | haunted the used book stores of l.o0s
Angeles. searching lor any lnful'matiﬂn on the assacs|-
nation

The Zapruder film haq no mund If it did there

would be no difficulty in discovering exactly when the
shots were fired.

1 rolled the film again so | could take a closer look
at the pirl, She was about 10, wore a red skirt and a
wiiite top, and was Caucasian.

I knew that there were many npossibilities why a 10-
vear-Gld might stop running: maybe her parents called
her back, she might simply have become tired, but just
possibly she stupped running in reaction to a rifle shot.

[ belivved the theory that the president had heen
e victhm of more than one assassin. The most common
seusion for concluding that Lee Harvey Ogwald had nat
fiern the sole assassin in the plazd that day was some
simple arithmetic applied to the Zapruder {ilfu,
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which the governor had just drawn back up his
windpipe and out his mouth. This motion is seen
starting at frame 241 of the (um.}usl.a!tar his shoulder
Is thrust forward.

This being the case, 1 subtracted the frame In
which President Kennedy was shot from the frame in
which Connally was hit and found that 28 frames at
most elapsed between the two shots (238210 28). This
was ot emough time for Owﬂds gun to be the sole
firing weapan. |

it, as shown, Connally was shot at frame 238, then
the éarller shot would have to have hit the president
not gt frame’ 210, hut before frame 198 for a lone
adsamin using Oswald's gun to have been responsible
for both shots (236-425-196). With this in mind many
people had surmised that the usmmmcm was &
conarlncy .

But the little girl stopped running at frame 197 of
the Aapruder film. If she stopped ruining in reaction to
a shet, that would mean that the first shot was fired
much earller than any researcher had assumed.

Of all the witnesses in the plaza that day, she was
clusest to the president when the first shot hit him. [
knew that from her vantage point 15 feet behind the
president, she was even close enough to see the bullet's
impact.

If she had indeed stopped running in resction to a
shot it would have pidced the tima of the first shot, not
at frames 210299, as the Warren Lommjslou had sald,
hut Before frame 198

knew that If [ ever found the glﬁ. and found out
thst she did stop running In reaction to 8 shot, | would
haveito change my theory from the censpicacy tu single

\ ST -
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David Lui was three years old when Jobn F.
Kennedy was shot in Dallas. As a student at Beverly
[1il4 High Scheol, Lui was intrigued by the event and
iwean studying it. As he reran the famous Zapruder
filat he saw something that no one apparently had
nutiped hefore — a little girl chasing the presidential
limousine who suddenly stops, startled. Was this in
cesponse fo the sound of gunfire? If so. it could cause
drugiic rethinking of the various conspiracy versus lone
jumman theories — because of the girl's position in
relaYion to the reactions of the victims in the limousine.

Jut'who was this nameless, almost faceless child? This -

is tHe story of David Lui’s search.

Ry David Lui
Special l‘d"ﬂw Chronicle *

walchrd the silent Zapruder film for what must
ltave been the 50th time that night. Suddenly, I saw
something that startled me: a young girl, running to
Keep pace with the presidential limousine, stopped
abruptly and wrned toward the Texas School k
Depository — before any shots were supposed to have
heey fired.

Many assassinatio Iﬁiasugntdn have said that the
killing was a cc;nspirag” 2 ot because of the existence
ol a second gun, othet bullets. or. witneses who saw &
secopd assassin, but because the shots were fired too
close together, too yuickly for that particular gun's
nwechanism 1o fire twice. =~ & '~

But if the first shot had been fired earlier than
thev thoughit, that would have feft endugh time for one
assassin 1o frave fired all the shots.

I was not an 4xpert. | studied the: Kennedy
assasdlpation for an extra credit project while I was a
freshnian at Beverly Hills High School. 1 became 80
enprossed with oiy study of the murder that 1 wrote to
4 mail-order house for a £15 video tape of Whe Zapruder
filin ) .

! can't calculzte the number of hours 1 spent &t
nearby ['CLA using their equipment to run the film
avr and over 1 haunted the used book stores of 1.8
Apzeles scarchiug for any information on the assaesi-
nation ot

The Zapruder film has no sound. If it did there
wnuld be no difficulty In discovering exactly when the
shots were fired.

I rolled the film again so 1 could take a closer look
at the girl. She was ahout 10, wore a red skirt and a
wiiite top. and was Caueasian.

I knew that there were many nossibilities why a 10-
veni-old might stop running: maybe her parents called
her back, she might simply have become tired, but just
possibly she stupped running in reaction to a rifle shot.

[ believrd the theory that the president had heen
e victlm of more than one assassin, The 1Rost common
cpasion for concluding that Lee Harvey Ogwald had not
heen (he sole assassin in the plazd that day was some
simple arithmetic applied to the Zapruder fiim.

r

I knew from my reading that Oswald's gun could
fire only onme bullet every 2.3 seconds. The FBI
calculated that 183 frames of movie film passed
through Zapruder's Bell and Heowell camera every
secopd. 1f the Zapruder film revealed a shot striking
the par or lts occupants more frequently than once
every 42 frames (2.3 seconds multiplied by the camera’s
18.3 frames per second) the assassination of the
president must have been a conspiracy, since Oswald's
g:m could not have fired fast enough to do the Job
alone. '

Unfortunatelv. Abraham Zapruder was not a
professional cameraman, When he chose his position to
{ilm the parade, he did not realize (hat the limousine
and Its becupants would be obscured from his lens by a
freeway sign. At frame 210, appesting to be unhpit,
President Kennedy fell from yiew behind the sign:’He
emerged from the other side of the sgn at frame 225 of
the film with both hands to his throat; the effect of &
hullt wound. The Warren Commissign felt that it
would not be possible to pinpoint the eﬂctmx
first ghot due to the interference of the sign, ;
it suificed to say that President Kenmedy Was shot
while he was obscured by the freeway sign.

At frame 238 of the !ilm a shot hits Governor John
Connally. The bullet pierced and collapsed his lung.
Like a deflating balloon, the coliapse forced the breath
which the governor had just drawn back up his
windpipe and out his mouth. This motion is seen
starting at frame 241 of the film, just after his shoulder
is thrust forward. - :

. This being the case, I subtracted the frame in
which President Kennedy was shot from the frame in
which Connally was hit and found that 28 frames at
most elapsed between the two shots (238-210 28). This
was not esough time for Oswald's gun to be the sole
tiring weapan. | . noF

{f, as shown, Connally was shot at frame 238, then
the darlier shot would have to have hit the president
not gt frame’ 210, hut before frame 186 for a lone
adsassin using Oswald's gun to have been responsible
for both shots (236425-186). With this in mind many
people had surmised that the assassination was &
consplracy. . S :

But the little girl stopped running at frame 167 of
the Zapruder film. Uf she stopped ruining in reaction to
a shet, that would mean that the first shot was fired
much eaclier than any researcher had assumed.

Of all the witnesses in the plaza that day, she was
closest to the president when the first shot hit him. 1
knew that from her vantage point 15 feet behind the
president, she was even close enough to see the bullet's
impact.

If she had indeed stopped running in reaction 1o a
shot it would have placed the time of the first shot, not
at frames 210293, as the Warren Commission had sald,
hut Before {rame 198 givng

koew that If | ever found the girl, and found out
that she tld stop running in reaction to a skt | would
have{to change my theory from the conspicacy t single
asagin. Ly
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VERY DAY after school, I ran down to the city
library W search through the 28 volumes of
‘evidence collected by the Warren Commission,
‘lookipg for some reference to the little girl.

However, | wasn't able to find a sign that anyone had

ever mdde reference to her, let alope interviewed her.

Later that week, | asked a f¢#nd to drive me to 2
store! In another part of town: Suddehly, I had an
Insight into the assassination. 1 realized that this girl. a
10-yedr-old, was 100 young 10 go see a parade downtown

.

1. by hersell; someone probably drove her down to see

the president that day, possibly a parent. That person

g mighl be listed among the known witnesses,

t week, I started 1o collect as uorﬁplem a list as

, Possible of the known witnesses, It was a gargantuan

task. Only a small perventage of the total number of

, Wltnesses had actually been interviewed by the Warren

¢ Cotmission. Most had simply filed a deposition with

{the Dallas County Sheriff's Office on a one-page form.

i
¥

Another group received only a fleeting reference
in the commission fles. Usually | saw, to iy
amazement. that the Warren Commission had made no
atternpl to locate a witness logged In this manner. | had
no guarantee thal the girl's parents were among the
known witnesses, but I knew that it was niy last chance
to find her. .

[

Que of the major constraints ofi (my research was
lifted when | saw a complete set'of the Warren
Commission books selling at a Los Angeles swap meel. |
clused iy =avings account, and bought the books for
8125

I followsd every lead [ could dig up that might help
me in my search When | completed my list, [ had
found about .uM potential parents.

I fuund tidhity of Information about each and
hegan to notice that some of the people In the plaza
that day were less likely than others to be the parents
or escorts of the little girl. :

A major percentage of the total number of
wilnesses were ¢ity workers (the plaza in downtown
Dallas where President Kennedy was killed was part of
the civie centert The mavor of Dallas wanted to give
the president as warm a welcome as possible, therefore,
muny city workers were given five or ten minutes off *
1o go see the president pass by. | knew that few it any

“of them had ume to go get their famites. So I crossed

them off my ki<t

Next. 1 eliminated all security personnel. No on-
duty guard wanted to split his attentlon between
pretecting the president and walching his own kids.
For this reason, | dropped all county deputies, city
police. secret service, and firemen helping to control
tu crowd.

Sinee 1 felt that it was most likely that the girl's
parenis escorted her to the plaza that day, 1 cut from
iny fist the names of all the witnesses who approximate-
Iy ten vears before were pot 0f child-bepring age. The
ratge of possibilities became smialler. :

Preause the lutle girl was white, [ dropped all non-
white witnesses from iny list.

More than snything eite, it was my dream to £go to
Dallas mvself and question witnesses whose testimony
was never taken by the Warren Commission.

My mather was leery. All my arguments and
[leading were without success. [ was not to go to Dallas.
it was just ton expensive a trip for a 15-year-old to take
“on i wilid goose chase.” 1 had to prove,lo her that my
Irin was o serlous venture which would pay off. .
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| cromceferenced my list 1o a current Dallas citd
hone book to find each wipess' present address
Infortunately, only half were listed. | used these

addresses to send cach person a letter reyuesting an
Interview. '
' . v

! '
As the responses came back, | showed my mothes
letter after letter of acceptance, 25 in all. which | had
recelved over the course of two months. It had taken
that time to wear her down, but she finally gave in]
with the provision that she join me in my journey, *s
only as an Interested onlooker. | readily accepted or
her terms. i
L]
Six days before Christmas in 1975, | flew to Dallag

to try to uncover what millions of government dolla
and endless man hours of research had failed to find. |

LS N
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Y THREE-DAY TRIP to Dallas was
marathon run around town meeting with ag

Inany assassination eyewitnesses as possible;

in the hope that one of them, just one)

might know the little girl. )
1

1

I interviewed witness after witness In my hote] as
well as in their homes and offices. When | interview

a witness at his office, that usually meant going to tha

assassination site because some people still worked

where they did in 1963, ’

L}
(]
' (]
As 1 went from witness to witness, | would asij
whether they personally knew Lee Harvey Oswald (fo

some had the opportunity to work with him in thd
Texas School Book Depository), how many shots they|
heard, and If they knew the little girl In the Zapruder:
film, of which 1 had stll photos. :

Every evening I'd sit for two hours trying to 0:1‘2
those witnesses who never wrote back to me. [ fou
that even though they did not take the time to write E4
letter back to me. some witnesses were more than
willing lo see me for a few moments. Even when they}
couldn't see me, I'd ask if they knew who the little girf}
was, . s, i

o i ’ ¥ e

On the morning of my.departure frofn'Dallas I had
two last interviews and then | would have to face L. My
dreams of finding the little girl were fading fast.
consoled mysell with the thought that I'had record
the eyewilness accounts of many who had. néver beeni
questioned before. gy H

X ik !

Mom and I arrived at the home of My next-to-last!
witness. Once agaip | pointed to the stills b the lttles
girl tracking the lmousine, and agked Phil Willis, “Do,
you know this lictle girz” ~ © ¢ .

“"That's my daughter, Roéemlry ." he answered.

I had found her at last. Her father, in fact both!
parents, had been on the plaza that day and had mke'1j1‘

their daughter with them. Phil Willis had also taken h
camera. He was responsible for some of the most
Important photographs of ihe assassination. i

i
“Can 1 talk to Rosemary?" | asked, my heart!

pounding. He picked up the phone, dialed her numben
and handed me the receiver after a brief introduction.!

i ]

I have to be careful not to lead my witness in any!
way, I thought, as | crossed the room o take the phone.!
[]

PAVID LUI: Rosemnary do von rimember ernnins



it Deatos P beldnd the Procident 5 eur?
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DAV LR Vb were you dong that”

RONE M ARY T was Irving 1o keep up with bim.

The morienl had enmae 10 ask the question which 1
had e ebsd 1500 gyibe: Lo hear answered

B Y

DAVER LU Why did you stop rinning?

ROSFMARY: | <topped when | heard the ehot.

With this simple seply the firing of the first shot
was pushesd hack to 3 moment bufore the frame in
which she had stepped running, before {rame 198.
thereby leaviog enoneh time for a single assassin (o,
have tired all the spets, i

Mo torger conld there by any doubt that the little,
pir] had stopped running in reaction 1o a rifle shot. Her;
reaction. seen gn the fllin was the first visible reaction!
o the godned of the first shot and she had confirmed lh
85 S0. . .

It was anparent that the assassinationsdid not have‘
to be a conspiravy, simply because thbre was noir
ennugh time between the shnts. All those who aru-m.l.
for conspiracy on this basis. including myself. would;
have to rethink their theories. .
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RONE M AEY T uas lrving to keep up with bim.

1

The ppoment fiad cogae 1o ask the question which 1
had trse)ed 1700 gifles (o hear answered :

RNAVID LU Why did vou stop running?

ROSEFMARY: I stopprd when I heard the hot.

With 1his simple 1eply the firing of the first shot
was pusher! hack 10 a moment before the frume in
which she had stopped running, before {rame 198.
thereby leaving enough tiw for a single assassin 10,
have fired all the shots,

Mo lorger could there hy any, doubt that the e
piirl had c:uppml running in rnaclion 10 a rifle shot. Her|
renction. seen qn ihe Tl was the first visihle reacuon:
o the sodrsl of the first shot and she had confirmed nl-
a5 su. .

I was apparent that the assessination did not have}
to be a vomspiracy, siinply because ‘gnfre was notr
enough time between the shots. All th who arg'ied-
for conspiracy on this basis. including myself, \\ould.
have to rethink their theories.
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