
, A
u

th
o
r
's N

o
te
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T
h

e resp
o

n
se to

 th
e h

ard
co

v
er p

u
b
licatio

n
 o

f th
is b

o
o
k
 su

r-
prised both m

e and m
y publisher, R

andom
 H

ouse. W
e w

ere ini-
tially w

orried that the book m
ight be lost in the publicity sur-

rounding the publication of other books espousing convoluted 
theories. B

ut w
e had underestim

ated the extent to w
hich, after 

thirty years of virtually unchallenged conspiracy conjecture, the 
conclusion that O

sw
ald acted alone in assassinating ..IF

K
 had 

evolved, ironically, into the m
ost controversial position. W

hile 
the m

edia's response w
as overw

helm
ingly positive, the reaction 

from
 the conspiracy com

m
unity w

as the opposite—
not sim

ply 
negative, but often vitriolic. T

here w
as little effort to study m

y 
overall evidence and conclusions w

ith anything that approached 
an open m

ind. Indeed, there w
as a concerted counterattack to 

discredit both the book and its author. 
T

here w
ere panel discussions at conspiracy conventions in 

B
oston and D

allas and special publications focused solely on 
contesting the book. A

 conspiracy-based "research center" in 
W

ashington, D
.C

., issued a "m
edia alert" about C

ase C
losed. T

he 
release consisted of five pages alleging the book w

as m
isleading 

and flaw
ed, but the alert m

isstated m
y argum

ents and distorted 
the evidence in the case. H

arold W
eisberg, one of the deans of 

th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 p

ress, fo
u
n
d
 h

is first p
u
b
lish

er (h
e h

ad
 p

rev
i-

ously self-published six conspiracy books) to bring out a book 



A
u
th

o
r's N

o
te . 

xv 

titled C
a
se

 O
p
e
n
, a broadside attack attem

pting to dim
inish the 

im
pact of m

y w
ork. 

O
ther conspiracy buffs launched personal attacks. It w

as, as 
o
n
e jo

u
rn

alist co
m

m
en

ted
, as if o

v
ern

ig
h
t I h

ad
 b

eco
m

e th
e 

S
alm

o
n

 R
u

sh
d
ie o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
 w

o
rld

. I w
as accu

sed
 o

f 
treaso

n
 b

y
 a b

u
ff w

h
o

 ran
 a D

allas "research
 cen

ter," an
d
 m

y
 

w
ife and I w

ere subjected to several m
onths of harassing tele-

p
h
o
n
e calls an

d
 letters. A

t an
 au

th
o
r's lu

n
ch

eo
n
, p

ick
ets p

ro
-

tested
 th

at I w
as a d

u
p
e o

f th
e C

IA
. F

ax
es an

d
 letters to

 th
e 

m
edia also charged I w

as a C
IA

 agent, or that the C
IA

 had w
rit-

ten m
y book, or that I w

as part of a conscious effort to deceive 
the public and hide the truth. (S

om
e critics even expanded the 

accusations to m
y first book about N

azi doctor Josef M
engele, 

contending that I w
hitew

ashed the M
engele investigation, w

hen 
actually that book w

as the first to detail M
engele's entire life on 

the run, including his tim
e in U

.S
. captivity and the Israeli and 

G
erm

an bungling of his capture.) T
elevision and radio producers 

w
ere h

arassed
 b

y
 callers attem

p
tin

g
 to

 h
av

e m
y

 ap
p

earan
ces 

cancelled. S
om

e review
ers w

ho w
rote favorably about the book 

receiv
ed

 in
tim

id
atin

g
 calls o

r letters. M
y
 p

u
b

lish
er w

as su
b
-

jected to the sam
e treatm

ent, and even m
y editor, B

ob L
oom

is, 
w

as publicly accused of being a C
IA

 agent. 
A

lthough I had expected that individuals w
ho had invested 

their adult lives into investigating JF
K

 conspiracies m
ight react 

angrily to a book that exposed the fallacies in their argum
ents, 

th
e v

eh
em

en
ce o

f th
ese p

erso
n

al attack
s su

rp
rised

 m
e. I h

ad
 

m
istakenly expected a debate on the issues. It took little tim

e to 
d
isco

v
er, h

o
w

ev
er, th

e ex
ten

t to
 w

h
ich

 m
an

y
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 b

e-
lieve in a JF

K
 conspiracy do so w

ith alm
ost a religious fervor 

and are not dissuaded by the facts. 
C

ase C
losed 

w
as p

ro
b
ab

ly
 su

b
jected

 to
 g

reater scru
tin

y
 b

y
 

m
o

re "critics" th
an

 an
y

 o
th

er b
o

o
k
 p

u
b

lish
ed

 in
 recen

t y
ears. 

S
ev

eral em
en

d
atio

n
s in

 th
is b

o
o
k

 are th
e resu

lt o
f w

h
at so

m
e 

charged as fraudulent om
issions in m

y discussion of various as-
pects of the case. B

ecause C
a

se
 C

lo
se

d
 attem

pted to deal w
ith 

all th
e m

ajo
r issu

es in
 th

e assassin
atio

n
, p

lu
s co

u
n

tless arg
u

-
m

ents raised by conspiracy critics in the three decades follow
-

ing the W
arren C

om
m

ission, m
any of these, especially those ad-

dressed in footnotes, w
ere condensed. T

o fit all of m
y research 

into a single, m
anageable volum

e, I did not have the luxury of 
presenting and explaining each nuance of every issue, but in-
stead focused only on prim

ary argum
ents. F

or instance, in a few
 

pages I addressed the theory that JF
K

s corpse w
as stolen from

 
A

ir F
orce O

ne and m
edically altered, although the author of that 

,theory took over seven hundred pages to present it. O
bviously, 

not every point raised in his book could be dealt w
ith in C

ase 
C

losed. 
In the first edition, I acknow

ledged that "any of a dozen issues 
co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 th
e su

b
ject o

f a sep
arate b

o
o

k
, in

clu
d

in
g

, 
am

ong others, O
sw

ald's tim
e in R

ussia, Jack R
uby's story, or the 

actual assassination." H
ow

ever, there w
as not one aspect of the 

assassin
atio

n
 in

 w
h
ich

 I d
id

 n
o
t stu

d
y
 all of the available evi-

dence before reaching any conclusion. C
onspiracy critics, often 

com
plained that I had om

itted som
e inform

ation that they con-
tended contradicted one or another of m

y conclusions. In this 
edition, I have reinstated m

aterial included in earlier drafts but 
cut for the sake of brevity, to further explain the layers of intri-
cacies in this case. 

T
he rem

ainder of the updated text in this edition has nothing 
to do w

ith contentions raised by conspiracy buffs, but rather is 
the result of new

 scientific evidence or docum
ents uncovered 

since the hardcover publication. S
om

e of the inform
ation is crit-

ical, including the first confirm
ation that tw

o of O
sw

ald's finger-
prints have now

 been identified on the trigger guard of his rifle, 
the one ballistically proven to have fired the bullets that killed 
JF

K
 A

lso, new
 disclosures about O

sw
ald's visit to M

exico C
ity 

provide im
portant insights into the extent of his instability only 

tw
o m

onths before JF
K

's visit to D
allas. T

hese, and other signifi-
cant discoveries, such as a 1962 C

IA
 debriefing of O

sw
ald, have 

been added to the book. 
T

he updated and restored inform
ation in this edition has only 

stren
g

th
en

ed
 th

e b
o

o
k

's o
rig

in
al co

n
clu

sio
n

 th
at O

sw
ald

 an
d

 
R

uby acted alone. G
overnm

ent files w
ill continue to be released 

for the next few
 years. N

ot only am
 I fam

iliar w
ith the content 

of m
any already released, but I have spoken to individuals w

ho 
are fam

iliar w
ith the still-classified docum

ents. N
one of the gov-

ernm
ent docum

ents to be released alters the judgm
ent reached 

in C
a
se

 C
lo

se
d
. 


