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Planner of Red 'Trial' Here 
Says Verdict Is Predictable' 
By Willard Clopton Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Last Nov. 7, the 50th anni-
versary of the Russian Revolu- 
tion, a Washington college stu-
dent named Michael. Q' 
walked up fir lie 	e 
bassy and rang the doorbell. 

When a member of the Em-
bassy staff responded, 
O'Connor, a memer of the con-
servative Young_ Americans 
for Freedocim,—Eifided hiin, a 

nh'?"—  accusing interna-
tional communism of crimes 
against humanity. According 
to O'Connor, the official read 
it over quickly, handed it back 

ect is _Lac Zzimasala, a WaSh-
ington public relations - man 
who has worked for a number 
of Republican office-seekers, 
including Richard Nixon and 
Barry Goldwater. 

In an interview yesterday, 
Edwards said the mock triaLis 
"not a right-wing affair." He 
said "We plan to raise the 
issue in a calm, reasonable 
way, without extremism," add-
ing that the John Birch Soci-
ety has not applied as a spon-
sor and would be turned down 
if it did. 

Edwards said he is sure the 
tribunal will keep an open 
mind on the arguments it 
hears. 

"The verdict may be .pre-
sumed to be fairly predicta-
ble," he said, "but It hasn't 
been written yet." 

He said that if Communist 
nations ignore the trial, as ex- 
pected, a defense counsel will 
be appointed and will be al-
lowed to call witnesses. 

"We intend to be scrupu-
lously fair," he said. "A major 
aim is to give young people 
facts about world communism. 
We know that if we try to rim 
a kangaroo court or star cham-
ber, they wouldn't pay atten-
tion:" 

The event will be held 'in 
Georgetown University's Hail 
of Nations. A GU spokesman 
said this implies no endoise-
meat by the University, which 
has a policy of making its .41- 
cilities available as a forum 
for all varieties of public dis-
cussion. 

Issues likely to be consid-
ered, said Edwards, include 
the recent Moscow trial of So- 
viet writers, the alleged 
suppression of religious groups 
in Communist nations and 
"the absence of a free labor 
movement in the so-called 
workers' paradise." ' 

Prosecution witnesses will 
include Stefan T..gowns, a 
prominefir WA -Communist 
writer, and jar—Elerminio For-
tell-Vila, former Cuban diplo-
Mat. According to Edwards, 
Fortell Vila once taught his-
tory to Fidel Castro at the 
University of Havana, and 
flunked him. 

without .comment and closed 
the door. 

The incident was the prel-
ude to a "trial" of world com-
munism, which. will be staged 
here Feb. 19 through 21 by a 
group called the Court of 
World Public Opinion. 

The group, founded here 
last fall by YAF and the:rw' 
CirCle:National..Caholic Pr 
a publishing 'house, will ap-
point a "tribunal" of Interna-
tional jurists to render a ver-
dict. Leading anti-Communists 
will participate as prosecutors 
and witnesses. 

The coordinator of the proj- 


