News Service 950 Howard Street, San Francisco, California 94103 (415) 956-3555

Jul¥ 7, 1975

Dear Hal:

I've enclosed a copy of a "Mailgram" which Popkin
recently sent to his New York publisher.

The mmke contents of this mailgram are, to say
the least, utterly bizarre and borderisms on

the fantastic,. I'Vﬁtbtain this on the condition
that I release only small portions with Popkin's
prior permission (I have not used even Castillo's
name yet) so I'd appreciate it if you'd keep this
to your own private use.

Please read through this; I'1ll call you sometime
this week.

Sincerely,
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“~ THE PROGRAMMED ASSASSIN: A SUMMARY

IN 1967, AROUND THE SAME TIME THE CLAY SHAW INVESTIGATION WAS HAPPENING

IN NEW ORLEANS, A PUERTO RICAN-AMERICAN NAMED LUIS CASTILLO WAS

ARRESTED IN THE PHILLIPINEC FOR ALLEDGEDLEY PLOTTING TO ASSASSINATE

THAT COUMNTRY 'S PRESIDENT MARCNS, CASTILLO WAS LISTED AS AN ILLEGAL

ALIEN, AND AT THE TIME NO CONNECTION WAS MADE TO US INTELLIGENCE, BUT

T2 T?YTQ SET TO THE BOTTOM OF THINGS, DURING ONE OF THE EARLY

INTERROGATIONS CASTILLC WAS ADMINISTERED “TRUTH SERUM"-AND AFTER A

SHORT TIME, AN AMAZING THING HAPPENED. HE WENT INTO A KIND OF DEEP

TRANCE, ANU STARTED REMEMBERING HIS “PARTICIPATION" IN ANOTHER

ASSASSINATION YEARS EA%LIER. LUIS CASTILLO CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN .GNE OF

\ THE HIT MEN ON NOVEM3ER 22, 1963. '

™ ONE OF THE INTERROGATORS A GH-AANKING INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, THEN
CALLED IN A HYPNOTIST. FOR TH_ NEXT TWC MONTHS, CASTILLO UNJERWENT A

w SERIES OF HYPNOTIC SESSIONS, AND SLOWLY HIS TRAJIC STCRY WAS

- UNXAVELLED, TAPES WERE MADE OF ZACH SESSICY AND TRANSCRIBED. I°'VE READ

THE ACTUAL TRANSCRIPTS, AND ALL OF THE SUMMARIES OF THE SESSION FROM
APRIL 6 THROUGH JUNE 25, 1567. CASTILLO'S STORY WENT LIKE THIS: HE HAD
JEEN ONE OF THME PILOTS rOR THE CIA AT THE 3AY OF PIGS. HIS PLANE HAD
REEN SHOT DNWN, THE CIA HAD RESCUED HIM, AND AFTERWARDS IN THE HOSPITAL

w A STRANGT AND TFRPIBLE TRATNING PROGRAM HAD BEZGUN. USING DRUGS AND
MYPHNOSISE, A CLANDENSTINE FACTION OF THE CIA MADE A PROGRAMMED KILLER OF

LUIs CASTILLO,

IN JFEP TRANCE IN THE DHILTPPT”"?, THIS IS WHAT HE RDMEMBERED A30UT THE

LILLING OF JOMN XKTNHEODY: HE ¥p) MET o3 OR FIVE MEN AT AN AIRPORT AND

WAS DRIVEN TO A BUILDING"(PHV 3LY DALTEX)IN A 3LACK CAR. COVERED BY 4

&
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i "SPANISH"™ AUY ON HIS LDFT AMD AN AMERICAN SEHIND, HE CLIMBED TO A
SECOND STORY ROQOM. THERE, THE AMERICA!Y OPENED A SATCHEL AND PRODUCED A
- RIFLE WHICH HE ASSEM3LED, SETTINI THE SCOPE AT 500 YARDS. IN ONE
u'\\ DJWANSCRIPI, CASTILLO CALLED THIS MAN "SHAY" 3UT USUALLY REMEM3ERED HIM
T AS "DENT™ OR SOMETHING SIMILAR. CASTILLOS INSTRUCTIONS WAS T0 SHOOT AT
A MAN SEATED WITH A LADY IN THE 3ACK SEAT OF AN OPEN CAR, IN THE MIDOLE
. NF A "CARAVAN", SOME30ODY WOULD FLASH A SMALL MIRROR FROM A BUILDING
T ACAQES THE STREET. TWQ FLASHES WOULD SIGNAL HE 3MOULD START FIRING. HE
‘ WAS THEN LEFT ALONE T¥ THE [OOM, BUT AFTER A WFILE, THE AMERICAN -
AEZTURNED AND SAID: "THEY 30T HIM QLREADY. LET'S GET OUT OF HERE," THE
MAN WHQ "30T HIM"---DNE ﬁF PERHAPS AS MANY AS SEVEN GUNMEN READY AT
DIFFERENT ANGLES ALON3 THE ROUTE---VAS A BALD-HEADED MAN KNOWN AS JOE.
_j; TIEY WENT DOWH STATIRS AND GOT INTO A CAR VITH TWD OTHER MEN, CASTILLO
-7 SITTING IN THE BACK, SOMEONE SAVE HIM A SHOT. WHEN HE WOKE UP, HE WAS
IN A MID-WESTERN HOTEL RCOM WITH A MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN WHO SPOKE WITH A
? AN ACCENT,
LATER THAT EVENING HL REMEMBERED WRITING Tn SOME COLLEGE OR RESORT,
WHZAE THREE D””TO? MADE WIM "FEZL 3n0d", THEM THE CAR IS DRIVING PAST
A VONDED AREZA ALONG A FIWAY, 3EYOND THIS POINT, DURING HIS PHILIPPINE
TRANSESSIONS CASTILLC WoULD BEZIN SUFFIRING A TERRIBLE PAIN IN HIS
STCMACH AND HIS HEAD WOULD START TO SPIN, AND MHE WOULD BEGIN TO MUTTER
A WnoRD “"BLUE™,
e HZ HAD BEZM PROGRAMMED IN THE MID-WDST 3BY THE MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN AND A
. A, BOTH CIA OPERATIVES ODE'ATIWJ UHDER SMALL BUSIKESS COVER, LUIS
CASTILLD WAS PROZRAMMED Tn KILL, PROGRAMMED TO FORGET. 1IT'S VERY
* 7 COMFUSING, BUT AS THE PHILLIPINE SESSIONS WENT D IT SEEMED THAT TWO
SEPARATE IDENTITIES HAD 3EEH P?ObrA”“ <D INTO HI? HE NO LONGER KNEW
”’I"W WAS . REAL, BY THE TIME FE WAS SENT TO THE PHILIPPINES. IN THE
¥0ADS OF THE HYPCTONIST, HE WAS TRAINED TO BECOME ™A ZOMBIE"™ WHO WOULD
REZPOND To CERTAIN XEY WO?DJ AND, LIXZ A COMPUTER, FOLLOW THE ORDERS
HOSE WORDS HAD BEEN 3EARED 190 A?OUSE IN HIM, HE WAS APPARENTLY USED ON
NTHER CLANDESTINE OP"RATIONS, INCLUDING ONE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA,.
HE PHILIPPINE INVESTIGATION ENDED PAEMA TU?ELY. SUPPQSEDELY, CASTILLO
ag BEATEN UP 2Y SOMEONE AND REFUSED TO SUBMIT TO MORE SESSIONS. A
TRAHCH OF THE US F31 IN THE PHILIPPINES uaAS GIVEJ ACCESS To sonME
JITAILS OF CASTILLO'S REVELATIONS, AND AT THE VERY START EVEN THE
MANILA MNEWPAPERS PURLISHED SE[I-A”"UHAT" ACCOUNTS, CASTILLO WANTED
AZYLUM IN THE PHILIPPINES., INSTEAD, HE WAS SENT BACK TO THE US AND LOS
AVGELES IMMIGRATION SOMETIME EARLY IMN 1868, ONE SET OF THE e
TUVESTIGATICN TAPES IS SAID TO MAVE BEEN TURNED OVER TO AMERICAN
AUTHORITIES, BUT NO RECORD OF TKIS IS APPARENT. HOR DCQES ANY RECORD
. ZXIST OF CASTILLO'S RETURN, APPARENTLY. HT DISAPPEARZD ALMOST
TIMEDIATELY, NEVER T 3T HEAQD FROM AGAIY,
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S SZYEXAL WELKS BEFORE ALL THIS STARTED carIing TOo LIG WE 3BEGAN
LEARNING SOME VERY MYSTERINUS THINGS A30QUT SIRFAN 3 SIRFAN TOo THIS
DAY, ME APPARENTLY REMEM3ERC NOTHING ARQNT THAT MIGHMT IN LOS ANGELES,
TFE LAST TMING HF RECALLS IS HAVING COFFEL WITH A GIRL IN A POLKA-DOT
J“;SS, ”LO WAZ BTAMNDING MNEXT Tro H{IM AT TIPS TIME HE FIRED AT ROBERT

N KEANEDY AND HAS NEVER REEN IDEPTIFIZ), ACCQRIING TO THE CASTILLO

i Tﬂ.T"AQI TS THE MIDDLE-AZED veoMay NN?HAAWE. ALSD WNARE POLKA-DOT
3““7f5. A MAN TN LA FAS BIEN TAYTHG FOR SOMETIME THAT HE XNOWS THE

“ FYPROTIST Win DID THE SUM3ER QN “T\HA\ PROGHAMMING HIM TO RESPOMND AND

.
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FIRT WILDLY 0N SIGNAL FROM THE GIRL IM THE POLKA-DOT DRESS.
ot THIS CASTILLO MATERIAL CAME INTC PROFESSOR POPKIN'S HANDS IS ALMOST

K_bJL)I“G?TUI3LE AS THE STORY ITSELF. THE PHILIPPIHE ””VPRVM NT

CHOLOGIST 3QUGHT A CnPY OF POPKINS 30Ok "A SECOND OSWALD™ IN 1969,
TH”” WROTE PRPKIN D%QI SING MIS 320K Al REVEALING SOME OF WHAT HE KNEW
SUT POPKIN VAS IN LONDON AT TU'E TIME AND THE LETTER WAS MISTAKZNLY
FILED AWAY, UHOPVJTD. THIS SPHING Id ST, LoUIs, WHERE MHEI TEACHES
’“LLQSQF Y, HE VAS CLEANING QUT GOME B0OXES WHED HE CAME ACROSS IT, HEZ
SAS CSINCE MET WITH THE HYPUOTIST, AND !I'oW POSSESSES HUNDREDS OF PAGES
aF )OuU?_hlAAIﬂ o IT RZZMS LIKz DESTINY !WST ”AVC VAITED FIVE YEARS. IF
P0PKIN HAD OPENED THE LETTER IN 1970, AND GONE PUBLIC, IT WOULD ALL
HAVE BETN LAUGHED AWAY. J0W, JUST AS THE ROCKEFELLER COMMISSION APPEARS
WITH ADMISSINNS oF CIA "3EHAVIOR MOD™ EXPEXIMENTS INCLUDING LSD ETC.,
THIS CoMES To LIGHT,.
THE WORD A3ZCQUT WHAT POPKXIN FAS 1S 3E GI HING TO GET QUT. HE SENT
TELEGRAMS TO THE WHITZ Housz, JUSTICE OFTﬂ? MENT AND A NUM?ER OF KEY
TANIRESS PDOPLE AND INVESTISZATORS, PHILIP BUCHEN, FORN'S TOP AIDE, HAS
REPLI-D SAYING HMD WAS RDFERRING THE MATTER TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT.
THOSE PEOPL? ALEO WROTE, IMVITING POPKIN TO SEND THE MATERIAL. NOW HE
WILL MEET WITH ATTORUZY GEUESAL LEVI AND WITH CHURCH COMMITTET IN
VATHINGTON of JULY 10TH.
DUXING THE 1967 SESSIcK IM THE PHILIPPINES, THE HYPNOTIST GOT A LIST OF
PAMES FROM THE CLAY SHAW TRIAL AMD THREZW THEM AT CASTILLO IN TRANCE TO
SIT OIF THERE WAS ANY RESPOMOT, CACTILL. DID XHNW 03WALD, FERRIEZ, SHAW
AND A FZV OTHERS ALREADY IDENTIFIED VWITH THE PLOT.
ALL THV MEDIA PEQPLE WHO HAVI TALKEID To PoPKIN HAVE HAD TO SIGN AN
ARYEEMENT PRAMISING STILENCE UNTIL THE STORY 3%TS SCOLD.

PR FUS OR RICHARD M POPKIN 2674 COSTEZELLZ DRIVEI LA JOLLA CALIFORNIA

CO57

S E
~
1

0954 EST

3MENGR 803




