+ Bank robber,

-ED. NOTE: Recent exposure of

what many consider to be im-
proper CIA activity, both at
home and abroad, has
reawakened interest in decade-
old challenges 1o official ver-
sions of the assassinations of
John Kennedy, Robert Kennedy
and Martin Luther King. As new:
facts also begin to emerge,
Congress faces growing
. pressure to reinvestigate the.
- JFK assassination.

What follows are the strange
stories, disclosed here for the
first time, of two figures —
Richard Case Nagell and Luis
Angel Castillo — fong cf interest
to assassination researchers.

WILLIAM W. TURNER

SAN DIEGO, (PNS) — On Sept. .

- 20, 1963, a rangy man with a
-yertical scar on his forehead
strode into the State Nationa!
Bank in El Paso, Tex., and re-
quested $100 in traveters’
checks. Before the teller could
comply, he whipped out a pistol
and fired two shots into the ceil-
ing. Then he waited to be
arrested.

Police quickly realized that

the suspect, Richard Case-

Nagel!, 32, was no ordinary
pbank robber. Papers he carried
showed that hewas a decorated
hero of the Korean War who had
gone on to a career in Army
intelligence before being dis-
charged with the rank of captain
in 1959.

Why had he pulled the non-
robbery? )

Last week Dr. Richard H.
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Popkin, a philosophy protessor
at Washington University in St.
Louis, stepped off a plane inthe
nation’s capital lugging a brief-
case containing documents il-
juminating the strange case of
the man who shot a bank. Also
crammed into the briefcase was
a thick sheaf of papers relating
to a bizarre “Manchurian Can-
didate" episode in the Philip-
pines in 1967.

Both the El Paso and Manila
incidents, Popkin said in an in-
terview before leaving for
Washington, were linked to the
Dallas assassination of John F.
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963. They
would “crack the case wide
open,” he predicted.

The slight, bearded academi-_

cian was stopping IR
Washington to present his dis-
coveries to Attorney General
Edward Levi and the Senate
Select Committee oOR
intelligence Activities before go-
ingontoa conference of learn-
ed philosophers.
The Second Oswald

Popkin is no stranger to the
JFK investigation. In 1966 he
published The Second Oswald,
which chronicled several in-
stances of someone imper-
sonating the man later accused
of slaying the president. At the
time the book gained scant
attention, but recently it was dis-
closed that as early as June 3,
1960, FB! Director J. Edgar
Hoover himself wrote an in-
terdepartmental memorandum
citing evidence of an Oswald

imposter. The FBl knew Oswald
at that time as a detector to
Russia, and, some conspiracy
theorists believe, as a possibie
CIA agent. .

Popkin said he had been in
touch with Richard Nagell, now
living near San Diego; and had
learned about Nagell's
friendship with Lee Harvey
Oswald. Nagell has fascinated

- assassination researchers ever

since an FBI report tiled with the

Warren Commission quoted

him as saying he had met with
Oswald in Mexico City and Tex-
as. But the former intelligence
ofticer had been inacessible. He
remained in prison for the El
Paso caper until his conviction
was reversed for insufficient
evidence in 1967, after which he
dropped from sight. i
Nageil’s Version.

Nevertheless, researchers
were able to glean some picture
of Nagell's significance from his
defense pleadings and cryptic
letters from prison.

fn August 1963 Nagell, work-
ing as a CIA agent, learned of a
domestic plotto assassinate the
president, involving Oswald and
anti-Castro Cubans. He in-

-tormed his CIA superior but

teared nothing would be done
pecause he lacked details. On
Sept. 13 he dispatched a letter
warning J. Edgar Hoover of the
plot but again assumed no ac-
tion would be taken.

As Nagell understood it
Kennedy was to be shot in

(please turn lo page 33) -
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Washington about Sept. 26 (as
... it turned out, JFK left Sept. 25
“tor a whirtwind tour of the West).

- Frantic, Nagell flew to Havana

on Sept. 19 to see if Castro
aides could shed light on the
assassination plot, but the only
advice they could offer was to
execute Oswald in the hope that
would stop the plan.

. But Nagell ieft Cuba deciding
that he “was an intelligence
agent, not a killer.” Flying to El
Paso via Mexico City, he walked
,into the bank the next day for
"“the sole purpose of having
. myself arrested and detained by
tederal authorities” — ap-

. parently fearing that his
. association with Oswaljd would
¢ implicate himself in the planned

assassination.
. Nagell was in the El Paso ]ail
when Kennedy was shot In
Dallas two months later. He sent
an offer to testify before the
Warren Commission through
“private channeis” but received
no reply.
Dedicated Leftist

In his recent discussions with
Popkin, Nagell has revealed
new details about Oswald. He
first met Oswald, he sald, in the

_late fifties at the U.S. naval base

at Atsugi, Japan, where Oswald
was a Marine Corps radar
specialist. They became friends
but didn't encounter one
another again until August 1963
when Nagell learned of the plot
against Kennedy.

Disputing claims that Oswald
had ties with the CIA, Nagell
believes that Oswald was a
dedicated leftist who was duped
by anti-Castro exiles involved in
the conspiracy. Posing as
Castro G-2 intelligence agents,
the exiles wheedled Oswald into
becoming a “fall guy” by playing
on his Castro sympathies, pain-
ting Kennedy as anti-Castro and
promising that he would be
spirited to Havana after the
assassination.

Nagell told Popkin he met
with Oswald both in Mexico City
and New Orleans, hotbeds of
the anti-Castro movement.
“Nagell claims he has squirrel-

ed away a snapshot of himself .

with Lee Harvey Oswald taken
in Jackson Square in New
Orleans in 1963," Popkin as-
serted. “In the picture are two
other men, both anti-Castro
Cubans, who were pretending

to Oswald that they worked for
Castro's G-2."

If this photograph does, exist
it would lend credibility to
Nagell's account. And Nagell is
willing to surface and tell his
story to Congress, Popkin says,
provided protective conditions
are met. .

“Manchurian Candidate”

Popkin is also convinced that
the Manila “Manchurian Can-
didate” case was connected to
the JFK assassination. On
March 2, 1967, a man named
Luis Angel Castillo was detain-
ed by the Philippine National
Bureau of Investigation after he
had contacted left-wing Huk
guerrillas. Questioned under
truth serum and hypnosis,
Castillo blurted out a tate of hav-
ing been taken to a building in
Dailas, Tex., the day Kennedy
was shot, handed a rifle
assembled from components
hidden in a bowling bag and in-
structed to fire at a man in an
open car sitting next to a fady.
The signal to fire would be given
by mirror flashes.

The story caused a brief sen-
sation at the time. The Manila
Times bannered: " 'JFK Plotter’
in Manilal” Wire service dis-
patches to the United States
said Castillo was a “Cuban-
trained Communist agent” who
hadn't shot because he heard
that a man named Joe *“had
already shot the man in the
open car.” The story was so im-
plausible that it quickly died.

Not long ago the hypnotist
who ‘conducted the interroga-
tion of Castillo for the Philippine
authorities arrived in this coun-
try under the name-Vincente R.
Sanchez. When Popkin took a
look at his reports, his eyes
popped.

The reports termed Castillo a
‘‘zombie'' — a hyp-
noprogrammed robot.

Double-Agent Network

Sanchez extracted Castillo's
rambling story over a period of
weeks. Castilio, then 28, was in-
ducted around 1960 into a
“Special Operations Group”
which afforded him paramilitary
training. In 1961 he participated
in the Bay of Pigs invasion, as a
pilot for the CIA. Thereatter he
infiltrated a doublie-agent
network, posing as a Com-
munist in Venezuela and li-
quidating a Commumst agentin
Mexico.

In talking about the JFK
assassination, Castillo —
despite some disjointed
phrases — was navertheiess
able to describe in some detail

the room from which he was to
shoot and how his control agent
ordered, "They got him already.
Let's get out of here.” After the
rifle was disassembled and
stuffed in the bowling bag, he
was hustied into the car which
had brought him to the building.
It stopped twice within blocks to
pick up other men.

In 1967, according to
Sanchez, Castillo was
programmed to assassinate

Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos after openly associating
with the leftist Huks — which
would implicate them in the
assassination. Popkin points
out that this is a similar ploy to
the one Nagell attributed to the
anti-Castro Cubans' use of
Oswald.”

Untit recently the .Castilio
episode might have seemed a
logcial impossibility. But the
release of the Rockefeller
Report, with its revelations
about secret CiA projects to in-
duce behavior modification in

‘Attorney General

unsuspecting subjects, mzez
the possibility of a “Manchur.z-
Candidate” more than sz
fantasy. (in the Robert Kenn::‘,
assassination, Dr. Bernard ©
mond, who examined S
Sirhan for the defense, tes:
that he believed Sirhan
hypnotized at the time of t-:
shooting.)

Although the curre~
whereabouts of Castilio is <~
known, the Sanchez reocr-::
contain the names of six gz
sons who supposedly ran -:
network, including the “cen:z
officer” and a woman who h,z
notized him. Popkin's own -~
vestigations have shown =z
these people do exist.

Through Popkin their stcr 2«
have now been passed ontc :~-
and t~:

Church Committee.

William Turner's latest bsc
The Cuba Project, the stcry =
the CIA’s secret war agz -~s
Castro, will be published (his iz
by Houghton Mittlin. z

sno_ux
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most part took the Fifth Amend-
ment. They were dismissed but
told to return on Aug. 25 when
the grand jury reconvenes.
Hamilton believes by that time
the government will have work-
ed out a scheme to offer them

immunity so as to force them to '

testlfy

" One who didn't take the Fifth,
and instead merely read the
panel a prepared statement,
was Beau Little who last
Wednesday stood before the
jury to tell them that he does not
consider himself a 1).S. citizen.
“l am an Oglala, born of a
sovereign nation,” he said.

‘Violating My Rights’

“I do not know why you have
brought me before this grand
jury, and | say you are violating
my sovereign rights,
guaranteed to me by the sacred
pipe and by the 1868 treaty.
Therefore, | will stand on my
rights as a sovereign person un-
der a sovereign nation. The
Citizen Act of 1924 and the
Howard Wheeler Act of 1934
was ruled by my people, my
Chief, as illegal because it was
not voted on nor passed by
three-fourths of the male pop-
ulation.” )

Little added that he would
answer cnly to the leaders of the
Oglala Sioux nation.

.about the deaths of the ¥

Hamilton pointed out =z
those questioned before ‘-
grand jury were asked c-

i Nl

men. They seem to have °
nored the fact that one Inc.z
Joseph Stuntz, was also kisc
she stated.-

illegal Subpoenas

Hamilton said that FBI ag2~:
are stil-com®ing the resery
handing out subpoenr:z:
perhaps as many as 70, many :
them illegally. And she acc
the agency of harassing many -
those who had been s.:
poenaed. One was Michaei C
ford, who was rushed into a -
by FBl agents after he disz~
barked from a plane and ta«
to the courthouse where :~
attempted to interrogate -~
After three hours, Clifiz-
bolted to a door and ruszs
downstairs into a witness rocr
where his friends were.

“All of the witnesses and ‘"z
friends who come to sup::
them are forced to sit outsic
95-100 degree weather all 2
They have-nowhere to ¢o
the front sidewalk and sicz
the courthouse. They are -~
allowed into the courthouse
all,” Candy Hamilton explairs-

“One woman walked into -
marshal's office to check inw -
a pad of paper in her hand. C-
of the marshals grabbed it frc-
her and refused to return it sz
ing that it was going toc c2 .
as an exhibit. He did notsxo ¢
what the exhibit was for.”
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