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JFK, RFK and 
The President 

By LOUIS HARRIS 
After three years as President, Lyndon Johnson con-

tinues to live in the shadow of constant comparisons with 
John F. Kennedy. By Almost 5 to 1, the American people 
believe that President Kennedy. will go down in history as 
a greater chief executive than President Johnson.. 

But the ain r 	ple cite JFK as a greater President 
is that 'j 	 is assassination three years ago 
tomorro 	pr ou • mark on this generation of Americans. 

A Kennedy legacy continues, and it is nowhere more strong: 
ly felt than in Presidential politics. In the latest Harris Survey, 
the late President's brother, Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, is preferred 
to Mr. Johnson as the 1968 Democratic nominee by 44 to 37 per 
cent. Only two months ago, Kennedy held a slender two-point 
lead over Mr. Johnson, 39 to 37 per cent. 

This means that Robert Kennedy's recent campaigning, evok-
ing the memory of his brother, has been translated into viable 
political power. President Johnson must reckon not only with the 
memory of JFK, but also with the living RFK. 

As for the popular preferences for the 1968 Democratic Vice 
Presidential nomination, Robert Kennedy has widened his lead 
over Hubert Humphrey to 61-39 per cent since May. Although the 
New York Senator has said that he is backing Johnson and Hum-
phrey again for 1968, it is possible that powerful pressures will 
mount within the Democratic Party to put Kennedy on the ticket. 

A cross-section of the public asked: 
"Who do you feet will go clown in history as a greater Presi-

dent—John F. Kennedy or Lyndon B. Johnson?" 
GREATER PRESIDENT—JFK OR LBJ? 

TOTAL PUBLIC 
-John F. Kennedy 70% 
Lyndon B. Johnson 15 
Not sure 15 

People volunteered a number of bases for their belief: (1) the 

reeling that Jleic was a martyr, (2) the belief tnar ne was a goon President cut down before his time and (3) preference for JFK's 
style and personality over that of I.RJ's. 

"President Kennedy was young," recalls a woman in Ashe-ville, N.C., "and didn't know all the dinty tricks of the politicians. 
That made him exceptional." A. working man in Tulsa, Okla., 
observes: "He didn't have time to show It, but few have the 
education those Kennedys have. It takes education and experience these days." 

The Kennedy legend iseundoubtedly a powerful force behind 
Robert Kennedy. The preference for him over Johnson as the 
Democratic nominee has grown in the past two months, during 
which the Senator toured the country extensively and the Presi-
dent went to Southeast Asia. 

FOR DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION IN '68: LBJ OR RFK? 
NOV. NM 	SEPT. 1966 

Robert F. Kennedy 	44% 	39% 
Lyndon B. Johnson 	37 	 37 
Not sure 	 19 	 24 

The main reason for preferring Sen. Kennedy is that he re-
minds voters of his brother. The Senator has also begun to win the "peace issue"-from the President and is more identified with caring about the needs of the underprivileged. 

More than anything else,- however, Kennedy is helped by 
young people, who prefer him over Johnson almost 2 to 1. The 
President, on the other hand, Is preferred 3 to 2 by people over 
50. The Kennedy-Johnson clash deeply splits the younger and the older generation in this country. Kennedy also fashions his 
lead out of heavy support from women and his co-religionists, the Catholics. 

Kennedy continues to be heavily preferred to Vice President Humphrey for the second spot in 1968: 
FOR DEMOCRATIC VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

IN '68: RFK OF HIM? 
1966: KENNEDY HUMPHREY 
November 61% 39% September 61. 39 
May 52 48 
February 56 44 

Kennedy has often told people that he does not want the 
political legacy of his brother to fade away, but to continue and grow. As the embodiment of that legacy, he has succeeded thus far In seeing that it does. 


