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Daar Jerry,
Self-important, unimportant, dilietante.

Last night I received a phone call from a reporter friend. It reminded me of you,
your broken word and how silly I have been to believe that you can be other than you have
been, wnimportantly selfeimportant, self-indulgemt and utterly worthless except in ways
that can make you believe you hzve a synthetio importence.

Did you have three successive good weekends of siiing in Vermen¥? Codd. That is
what is really fmportant, ison Atwenuswwise, that is, for tMe “adimon Avernuc types.
Even those who try to tell” themgelves they are not such. Yoy, for aample.

&  Last night's oall was from a reporter who had bought Lane's book in a book store.
He also told me it was vicious on Jim. You lmow Jim, your good friend Jim?

Lane pou t0ld me s not your good frienf, There is no reascn for him %o include you
in his credita with expressions of gratitude for your help o him. In defaming your fimmdy
friond, it seoms, Co

Prentice-Hall, obviously, has page proofs out seckin: attention and ancillary sales.
Equally obviously, when I told you thie my source had to be one witn access to such
proofs.

So you tell we it is not so and I believe you.But after two wesks whether or not it
is 50 as “ene says iz imuatorial. It is 80 as you do and 4o not do. If in two wecks you
could not eond a dub of a tape you promisme to have in themail on Tusesday, of which two
have pasoced, what are you foof for when you have a friasnd who in zour won description
waa libelled?

Veli, I guess you ars good for having nice weekends off while others work doimg
.work that is beyomd you. (Tou are good for ssif-premotien in the meaningless and the evil,
like supyorting a bad Spregue and a bad cemmittoe and getting yourself in print and on
the tube this way.Jn this the Times is not honest but you m.g
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Good for being too selfish, teo eslf«important to do what you promise §o do. You knew
all there is to Imow. One need ouly ask you. Nothing outside your head is of any consequence,
Lyke bar threats sgalnst your supposed friend. Or the premoticns twist your non~friend
lane oan give them to aedl himself anf his once~again bad book, And hurt your cupposed friend.

A woeck welit by and o week age there was s%4ill another broadcast. You had beean asked
to be on 1t. I asked you hoy many tape recorders you have. As I recall you said four. You
agreed to tape and to send Jim and me tapes. In a week I have heard nothing.

If the snow was good or there was anothe: diversion for the Gyeat Man I would rather
hear notidng. Evem, With peoplse like you « and ypur prior history » who needs enemles if
you are a friend?¥ithout your word twioewgiven I'd have found asnother to do the taping
and if thers were the nesd I'd be ypemypmd prepared. I do not care if it turme out that
there ip no need. There has been a reasonsbie anticipation of one all along. But living
it up, Bgdigon-Avenus style, waz more important to you. Amd your definitlon of being a
friend, Credited or unoredited you make enemles superfluous. Especially for your *friends.”

Don't waste your WATs on ms, I don't want to hear from you again, ever or about any-
thing, as I've told you before. You make a nice lwing by melling p-opie what is not good
for them when it is not in fact harmful. This has bsen your contribution to the subject
of political assassinations, whatover you tell yourself about yourself and your intentions.
There is no meaningful distinction beywsen your intentions and those of a lene. or of a
Sprague who kwoing better males an unholy meass of an investigation some of us have worked
for years to bring about. You belong with them, you and your friendahip.



