7/28/TL
Dear Jerry,

Haowing to write the enclogsed letter to Harris hau upset me enough so that I can't
return to writing until I can calm downe I thercfore write the letter I had intended
writing you after your call this morning, Unfortunately, the interruption in what might
be creativ: work came only too soon,

&g you know, I enjoy talling to you. 4nd, when there are days when there is nobody
else here or when we see nobody clse, any different voice on that basis alone is welcome
and pleasant if it is that of a friend. And if the conversation is no morc than idle chatter.
As we both know, you do not phone me from idleness but with purpose, and as you also know,
I do appreciate your willingness to take this time and to do tic wany helpful things you
have for so long done. '

I do not lmow whédher you phoned frou work or from home this a.me I am sorry you
did.n t take my frequent hints, for the comnection was clear as could be and the volume
S0 low that you were barely audible at bes: and sometimes, when L didn't ask you to
repeat, L had puessed what you had said, not really heard and understood ite

441 had been on the extension, but she hung up early for she also was aware of the
low level and the difriculty of hearing at this end, That reised the volume perceptiblye
When it became clear that you were about to conclude the conversation, the dick that I took
to be of a receiver going back on the Jook or a key on a switchboard was quite audible,

Lt was imiediately followed by an increase in level. For the first tinmc your voice was
clear and fully audible,

liow, this is ;o consistunt with a tap. *t means reduced voltage coused by another
phone or phoncs being used, 1i you were at work it could have becn either the operator or
someone she had plugged in on that line, If you were at home there is no imnediate
explanation, for taps are by induction, which have no influence on the voltage.

I take the liberty of an older uan and a friedd who can look back on many more
years ond uany,many morc mistekes and encourage you to confine your calls to those that .
are importants If you phonedfrom home, you should not spend money in what is often waste.
I would like very much for you to have soume kind of financial security, not to be always
in or on the verge of debt, with & really fine income, In time you will come to understand
that amony other things, this often can determine freedom, “obody ought ever have to live
the way Lil and I do and make decisions about our lives based on the way we havu to live,
As fagt as you can, please, beg, you, seck and achicve this kind of freedoum. “t means
you have to stop squandering money. NOT stop spending it, but not to spend it without
some umeaningful purpose, some meaningful return for it. lence, for minor example, plcase
do not bring us the usual gift we always £ind so welcome. We know Row you feel, we know
that you would do-everything you could for us, and you should know how we feéel about youe
Your gifts are a nice gesture. We appreciate the fact of them as we aprreciate your jus¥)
thinking to do ite But bucause we do feel about you the way we do, we will be hsppler if
we know you arc doing what we think is in your interest, and as your friends, that will
really mean more to us that a nice liquer. If you phoned from the ,fiice, you were monitored.
L think if you have heard nothing, you should learn fron this and rescrve thosc calls for
the important and then keep thenm brief. You arc looking at this thing too narrowly. Let me
undertake to explain how your employer might feel anld .ould, really, be justified in fecling,
e spends all that money for such a line just to have it available for conducting his
buzinesse If you are on that line during the time of the day others heve business need
for it, you are costing him money (the use of another line), the time of employees (if
they wait for the clearing of the WATs) or delay in conducting his business, which can
also amount to money and souwetimes more of ite *oney is, after all, tic recason for his
business, and the WATs is for conveni.nce, saving or bothe



s

I anm willing to assume that any intelligunt employer understunds that sonc of his
facilities are used, to a limited degree, by employees for personal rather than business
reasonse 4and, it may be safe to assume that most employers may not resent this if it is
not foo frequent, But there can always be the onxe incident when someonc iz short-tempered
and a minor thing gets inflated and deeply resinted. And there can be much talis about
thic kind of thin; of which you might never hear but which, as a crucial nmoment, might
work very much against your interest. (ne is in the competeition for and availability of
a raise or other bunefit,

If this kdnd of thing uere to hap en often enough, not only with you, if nothing
worse cventuated, therec udight be a rule that all Wj‘x’i‘s calls had to be placed through the
operators This would automatically cut of your acceus to it when you feel you really need ite

Ory wutting it evon x;xoi'e ginply then shielding yourself from possible (and really
justifieds ratalintion, don t abuse a good thing.

I am sorry you can',t come this weekend, for we have no other expected guvsts.
Whot I vanted to tell you will have to await your cowminge, I thinlk it i: something.

The letter to Harris is for your information gnly. This is getting pretty nasty.
The hell of it is if I have to suc him, even if I win I lose. 1'll have to figure a
different way of neking then pay what they owe. And from what I've seen of their business,
tiey really may not hywe the money. They are utter incompetonts. although even such people
& Walter, who are in a position to neke responsible judguments, belicwe they have been
reached in some way, I can findwx simpler explanations, and being incoupetent is onee
Ada Pavid's ego to it and do you necd more? I am not saying that they have been r ached.
I nover tidnk of that, for all that counts is pe-formance, and that is such the reasan
reelly nakes no difference, If you iave any swi-estions, I'd welcome thom-in writing,

And, again you did not take my repeated lvint, pluase nake the fullest wemo you
can on your conversation xixk with the Yaylor girl and give me a copy. Wha¥ is in your
head alone is of no value to anyone at some time in the future, when I anticipate a
pogsibility this way boe Lwen your recoliection oi her apsearance, how shu was dressed, if
such thiugs ar clear, for they would, were there later a need, tend to oc.thhish the
dependability oi your rscollectione. Vate it honestly, sh&te when and where the motting(s)
apomeirediz occurreds HWho else wa: there, etc/ Then, as best you can reaall, what she
said and what you said and asked, Lven if it is no more than you told me. <on't bother
mailing a conye Lou can bring it, when 1'1l exvlain its posiible usefulness at sone time
in the perhaps not digtent future.

Ilurriedly,



