Jorry Folicoff | 2/94/11
501 B 87 St., 24
Hew York, H.Y. 10028

Dosr Jerry,

If 1t is alweys tize for the casting of moteas I repind you of your expericices at
toe tie of and follcwing the Wecht echt after reading your 2/16/77 New Timea picce,

S N

{_ Sprague,)like everyono elee, is entitled to falrness, so 1 have no complaiant about
s STPIRtSTto dsfend hWrnself or abent the quoting of othors who have thls purvoss. Jut
are readers also not entitlel to fairnese? lo not the Congress, the subject? .

Spragus’'s publio troubles began earlier, %o your knowledge, with “ark Lane's boasting
tnat 3progue owed M job to Lanes Hie private troubles also bogan earlier, 30 your knowe
ledge, with unothical, iuproper and I delieve authordtarian conduct, = wtrong effort not
yst ended to violate Ray's rights. diw and I separubely protested tils, 4lso prior o what
Yyou sxy causes the preasnt {lap ic the grosp and stupid error of churglnz the Ysmphis
authorities with destroying «1l their ™ing records, asain Park and azais not wimown on
the Hill and elsewhers, including the press.

I thiek 1% iv unfalr to osit the unconecionable lealdng snd ths fact thet it is
all plaginrized ond represented as ths aoaudtiec's own originel work or bulishit. You
have gersonal imowbedge of the zourcos of all that is not fabrication. This kind of thing
alao gets around and is mors than cause Tor a lack of confidense in both Mpragas end the
cpmritiev. ‘onzoles persousily has denc more than eunsugh aince ha was mads chairoan to
foros n lack of confidenge. Sprague stood by the llos about Nompnis. Both have cultivated
the press the wrong way and have misused the press, from Gonmales resently on ths front
page of tho Sow Tork Post and on Americe’s 3lack Forwm, 2/3 and 2/13, vecgectively. I an
sure thiz will be much worsa when Isno's bock is out, :

‘There are defensén of Sprdgie end yoi omit them. Ho is not reaponsiBla ior the si.e
of the planned stalf. Rick Foeney discussed that with me in September, beforc Speague
got the job. However, he also o naked the steff at the oand of the session in sn overt
and clenrly undorytocd attempt 8o blackjaeck the Congress, fhis you omit, too. o

Your story was written well alftex the commiiies's aad Spragus's personal prejedgevent
in both wages was piblic in wany ways, inoludinyg its wveport. Thers is no defunding this.
Lot you dv net mention it aud at the same tine oriticise the Times for its omissions. In
i% wrong for the *imes snd right for you?

Your partisanship shows. In dime you will chunze besause ink time the blindevs will
Tall off. Undorstardeble you long for 2 real investigntion as most scuricans 8c. Mine
was the firat book to ask 1t of tho Congress. But when you are a jJournalist, espocially
one who has assumed the role of oritic of the prese, your longing should mot interfere
with your judgenent or your writing. There aleo 18 no way you csm will this gang irnto
responsibility, beginning with Sprague. ¥o way their dishonasties ean be made honest,
their incompetences converted into anything else. With Sprague, woo is fnsufferably
arrogant and self-important, the offenses are the greater bscause he is without q@estion
exosedingly able and also without quwestion was warned in advesce and in detsil. Jis will
sonfirm thelatter to you. I think oven Bud will. The warning extended to what has happened
with the press and with the “ongress and included what was essentisl tu avold jJustifylng lte
Unlike you I regard the oriticiems I have seen as justified, a proper fusstiou of the press,
sven the press that 1s ageinst cleaning theae messes up to the degree now pos=ible. You
imow well enough that thomse I now defend have never bssn kind to me, So I an again trying
what you would not heed befors, cautioming you about your own record and raputation and
prefensionnl ntegrity. If Angom gats bask to ue, as e sald he would, you may see more
of thise jiowever, you huve gotten intu bed with the ob Cutlers, who actuslly accuse

George “srdner of assassinating David ferrie, and tb; 4IB, which is solicditing money on the
prozige of mhing the ataff, which means Spragus. Be camefull Sincerely,



PeS+ I hear Lifton has found Reoul and has a deal with New Times on it.
1 do hope it is true.
It could be enormously important.

My concern with this has to do with the Lifton I have knewn and some of his other
rajor discoveries. like all those tunnels Brown & Root (resd LBJT) dug through
Dealey Plaza without being seen, the tunmels not found after 13 years. And those
papler-mache trees also in and removed from the plaza invisibly., The assassination
was from these trees. .

Then there is t'e time he had proof positive that for the week before the
assassination LBJ and Rusk had been holding secret conspiratorial meetings all
around Texas preparing for it. Well, er, that is, not really Rusk., Did he say Rusk?
No, he really meant Allen Dulles.

Dave is vary bright, as he is also very crazy. He can be keenly analytical.
If he really has it this time it would be so helpful!

But I've been waiting 13 years for him to stop swinging from those trees, long
enough to encourage the greatest care with anything he says.

H

JI~ I decided to add this P.s. to the letter to Jerry
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