2/20/14

Dear bave,

I was in Washington Saturday anc tried to reach jyouu through your wanswerdig
serviee which tums out to be a nom-ansvering service on Saturdayse by reasol was
that the iollywood puople :ith interest in the {ing assussination had phoned
Pengterwsld in his aboence and loeft a message "beginning with a quarter of a million.”
The offer wan to him, Yerry lay .nd me. He can't have anything to o woth it for
etlicul reasons and Jerry Ray has nothing to do with it for any reasons, unless they
want to use his nane, and the literary property is all mine, anways.oo, Lecsuse 1 was
getting together with bud on how to handle the next meves in the Hay case, & had hoped
you could be there.

This updates you for when you get back.
liowever, it is no% the reasun for this letter.

Tou will reueuber ~ made reference to a number of other properties 1 believe
to be quite proudsing, especially for movies. We have never had u chener to talk
about them,

One is one of the wost beautiful love stories of all time, with gveprything.
I'm not going to take the edge off by giving you uny details and besides, 1 have
turned it over to a friend who L think is ideally sulted to write it guna 1 will
not tell souvicone else's story. I'1l give you only a few clues and tell you where it
is tecause now is the tine for you t6 zet iaterested wnd you sey hewr Lrowm tods
friend, on my sugrestion.

It is an interracial love story sturting with the Tirst bombing of Budapest in
World Yar IIg the true story of two {ine human beingas, evepyday fulks who are my
f£oma friends, a then yo.uig block soldier from the twon near which we now both live
and the refugee waif whose lif'c he saved. :oul what fcllowed,

by opinion of' the utory is such that rather than try to do it myself when I
congider myseld not swiited to the lbne of Wridding it is wortn 1 deciued that wuat
making thep maximum of what could be & movie sussh required two things of the
writer, over »nd above professionsl sidilds: bedng a womall and velny vlacke 1 felt
the writer had to have life experiences to emphasize with both central characters.
Rosa Wy, then president of the Haswlew Wrifers' “uwild, is the friena L thoupht and think
ideally suited bocause besides being a {ine writer she is both black and a womzne {(4ind
in #11 vays bezatifula.)

30, I interviewed the woman of the atory in depth nd on tape, five bours uf it
and sent the tapes to dew York. after Hosa heard them she cawe hers with o mutual
friend, & “antan editor, ana met the hero and heroine of the story suc did her owu
interviewing. She returncd to lew York and when she couid clean up enough oi' the work
ghe bad contructed, did o sample chupier and an cutline, as I recall. Heis, who was
then in finmmeial trouble, offsred a $20,000 aidvance but for sew reason it wau not
accepted, I thiak in part becausc losa had other contracts and in part 4o suwail wntil
an initial movie approach could be uade. Anyway, here is vihere it &s as of € u.n. todays

Rosa has just phoned ce to tell me that she is getting out from other her other
cbligations and will be returning to this vork. She knows the hours + keen and she imows
the emotional involiverent I'w not now explaining to you \but the pere man in you will
really flip over that) of the heroine und her great longing for the story to be told.
So I will now phone my friend/heroine with the word she has been waiting for.

Best regards,



